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cpjmiiig  ixsto.  tte  garden,  "  How  did  Thco* 
<^'!i^^  %|rt»  fai4  he? — ^Did  Ihc  conquer^ 
O  mother,  I  have  fpent  a  night  in  great 
perplexity  in  thinking  and  dreaming  of  her  f 
— for  yefteiday.  we  left  her  fighting  with 
tOQ  mftny  odds  againft  hen  But,. above  all 
things,  how  does  our  Argenis  ?— Will  ftic 
be  gracious?"— "O  king,  faid  Selenifla, 
the  Gods  haive  accepted  your  offerings!— 
unlefs  indeed  I  Ihould  call  my felf  eloquent, 
and  inipute  it  to  my  ppit&iafion  that  Argenis 
begins  to  be  fenfible  (he  has  not  been  juft 
to  your  merit ;  and  what  could  you  defirc 
more?  I  have  brought  her  to  think  dif- 
ferently, and  to  treat  you  more  favourably; 
in  a  word,  (he  has  promifed  to- come  hither 

to  us. But  while  ihe  is  dreOing  let  us 

fipifli  the  narration,  for  it  highly  concerns 
you  to  be  acquainted  with  Theocrine.  She 
fought,  as  I  have  told  you  j  and  having 
armed  herfelf  with  the  fpoils  of  her  enemies, 
it  feemed.  as  if  fcc  only  were  the  fbldiery 
and'they  brought  up  in  a  lady's  chatnben. 
Two  of  (he  villains  lay  dead  at  her  feet^ 
^  many  were  xemaimng^.  xmksts£  fcbe  com^ 

bitants 
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Batants  were  unwoundcd;  for  ^hife  ^ 
aimed  a  blow  at  one,  the  otfref*s  fWonf 
reached  her  forehead.  The  blood  gufhed 
out,  and  ran  down  her  beautiful  face ;  thett' 
frowning  fevcrely  upon  them,  and  flying 
towards  them  Ihe  feemed' more  than  mortaL 
Wc  had  fcarcely  perceived  Ihe  was  hurt, 
before  flic  had  cut  off  the  hand  from  which 
fhe  received  the  blow;  and  when  the 
ruffians,  weakened  with  many  wounds,  rati 
away,  flie  neither  fearing  darknefs  nor 
danger,  boldly  purfued  them  out  of  the 
chamber. 

But  while  the  darknefs  IReltered  them 
from  her  vengeance,  a  frefli  out-cry  reached 
her  ears ;  for  the  other  party  of  the  ruffians 
had  broken  into  the  king^s  bed-chamber, 
and  feizing  upon  his  perfon,  were  going  to' 
bind  him,  and  to  carry  him,  according  tO' 
their  promife,  to  Lycogenes.  Meleandct 
awakened  in  the  tumult,  and  though  heavy 
with  fleep,  and  furprifed  at  the  fight  of 
^med  men,  had  laid  hold  of  his  fword, 
wJiich  was  at  his  bed*s  head,  and  Haftily 
got  upon'  his  feet,  that  he  might  defend  his 
B2  life 
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life,  and  liberty.  -  But  before  he  could  get 
a  firm.footing,  they  not  revering  his  facred 
perfon,.  nor  that  name  next  to  the  Godv 
threw  him  back  upon  the  bcdy  and  wrcfting, 
his  fword  out  of  his  hand,  one  of  them 
dared  to  ftrike  him  on  the  face.  And  now 
they  had  bound  his  hands,  and  were  leading 
him  away  like  a  condemned  perfon,  with 
his  head  .covered,  proudly  complaining  that 
their  companions  were  not  returned  with 
their  fliare  of  the  prey ;  when  Theocrine, 
triumphant  in  her  fuccefs,  and  enraged  with 
the  fight  and  her  wound,  came  to  the  king's 
afliftance;  and  feeing. him  a prifoner,  with 
a  furious  voice  exclaimed,  "  O  you  the 
worft  of  parricides !  you  fhall  fall  beneath 
this  fword,  which  is  yet  warm  with  the 
blood  of  your  companions.— Unworthy  as 
you  are  to  die  by  my  fword,  fome  of  you 
Ihall  endure  a  more  (hameful  punifhment !  " 
—Neither  were  her  aftions  lefs  terrible  than 
her  words.  In  the  ftruggle  the  cloth  fell 
down,  with  which  they  had  blinded  the  eyes 
of  Meleander.  Then  he  faw  his  deliverer  j 
he  faw  Thcocrine  engaged  againft  fo  many, 

and 
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and  faw  alfo  that  fortune  enabled  her  to 
punifh  one  before  his  eyes,  and  by  his 
xfeath  warned  the  reft  of  the  fuccefs  of  their 
wicked  enterprize.  You  would  have  ad- 
mired, that  Theocrincj  with  fd  many  fwords 
poiftted  againft  her,  could  not  bear,  to  fee 
the  king  bound.  O  moft  facrcd  monarch,  " 
((he  exclaimed)  how  long  ihall  I  fee  thee  a 
captive  ? — And  fo  faying,  (he  cut  the  cords 
that  bound  him,  and  with  her  body  guarded 
him  till  he  had  recovered  a  fword. 
•  At  this  Radirobancs  broke  that  lilente,< 
which  with  pain  he  had  kept ;  and  cried 
out,  **  O  wonders  refcmbling  antient  fables ! 
what  age  hath  feen  the  like  of  this  ? — From 
whence  had  the  virgin  this  ftrength  and 
courage  ? — How  was  the  king  beloved  of 
the  Gods,  that  this  miracle  fhould  be 
wrought  for  his  prefervation !  —  O  Sele- 
niffa,  ii  all  this  true  that  you  tell  me  ?— 
Excufe  me  if  thefe  marvellous  things  oc- 
cafion  doubts  in  me!" — "  Then^  faid  the 
old  woman,  fo  mayeft  thou,  O  king,  be 
good  to  me  ! — fo  may  Argenis  be  gracious 
to  thee  as  this  is  true! — no  lefs  fo  than 
B  3  thH 
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*hat  I  live,  and  you  are  m  lovc,^*— "  Pro- 
ceed then,  faid  Radirobanes,  and  relate  all 
die  prodigies  of  that  famous  iiight/'  ■■ 
"Mekander  (faid  fhe)  being  freed  from 
his  bonds,  was  not  wanting  to  his  owb 
fafetjr,  nor  Thcocrioe's  danger:  by  their 
valour  one  fell,  another  fled,  the  third 
Theocrioe  Ibcured,  and  binding  his  hands 
Mufld  kim»  delivered  him  to  Mclcanc^er* 
.Keep  this  oian  fecure,  faid  flie,  and  if  you, 

0  king,  defire  your  fafety,  ilay  here  till 

1  fietarn.— He  that  is  fled  mufl:  not  efcape, 
and  befides  I  mufl:  fee  if  there  be  any 
farther  treachery  remaining. 
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CHAP.   Kva 

Ybe  cofiiinuation  of^elimffis  narration,  ^be 
difcovery  of  Pplyarcbus^  ani  his  departure. 
2j&/  hng  fearches  for  Tbeacrine. 

Wl  TH  tfeefe  words  Bic  left  the  -king, 
and  rtturned  to  Argcnis's  chainber, 
in  which  afl  mrt-^6mcn  m  great  fright  i^rfc 
«lfemb}ed  together.  *eolle<a  ymjr  Ipirhs, 
•Sk,  for  What  I  flrall  now  relate  wffl  ^matfe 
and  tonfouTid  Y^ti,  and  detttawd  ^fl  yoirr 
fcrthude  tot^ear  k.  lli^oci-in^,  libt^ifh 
the  "fight,  aflbmed  a  different  ii^preft';  her 
eyes  looked  with  a  mafculine  boldnds ;  her 
Whole  countenance  altered.  Shfe  took  Ar- 
genis  by  the  hand,  and  bade  nre  to  follow 
her.  When  We  were  out  of  hearing  of  the 
reft  flie  began  as  follows :  "  I  render 
thanks  to  the  Gods,  that  theyimpellied  mei 
by  the  ftrength  of  a  virtuous  aSeftion,  to 
make  ufe  of  this  habit,  and  to  get  into  thil 
houfe,  with  no  wicked  br  unprofitable  de- 
ception.——^This  difguife,  lady,  hath  prc^ 
w%rcd  you  and  your  father,  whom  byth* 
'    '  -^^  B4  XJods* 
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Gods'  afliftancc  I  have  freed  from  thcfe 
villains.  Why  fhould  I  any  longer  diC- 
femble  my  fex,  when  this  engagement 
hath  proved  me  to  be  a  man  ? — 

I  have  deceived  you,  lady — I  have  loved 
with  greater  boldnefs  than  you  would  have 
allowed,  and  have  madcufe  of  a  female  habit, 
that  under  the  fanftion  of  it  I  might  he  ad- 
mitted, where  otherwife  I  durft  not  hope  to 
come.  But  let  it  in  part  excufe  my  faul^ 
that  being  fo  long  converfant  among  you, 
.1  have  fo  behaved  myfelf,  as  that  no  im- 
modeft  adlion  hath  difcovered  my  fex.  If 
I  had  wanted  modefly,  what  I  might  have 
done  among  women,  you  may  judge,  by 
what  you  have  rfcen,  by  what  I  Jiaye  done 
amo^g,  men.  — Nor  is  it  my  intention  to 
Jboaft'  of  my  valour,  or  my  continence  ^  it 
is  fufficient,  dear  lady,  if  they  may  obtain 
your  pardon— -for  know  that  I  am  neither 
an  ray  birth  or  fortune  unworthy  to  afpirc 

to  a  royal  marriage. 1  have  followed 

your  fame  out  of  a  far  diftant  country, 
brought  hither,  as  I  think,  by  the  diredlion 
pf.theGods. .  To  fee  you,  and  enjoy  your 

con- 
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convcrfation,  I  ftigned  myfelf  a  Woman. 
The  ftory  I  told  of  the  cruelty  of  my  uncle, 
and  the  misfortunes  of  my  mother,  were 
all  of  my  own  invention.— —I  now  go 
hence,  far  more  deeply  wounded  than  I 
came  hither ;  for  how  fmall  a  part  of  your 
virtues  did  fame  deliver  to  me^  and  yet 
that  was  fufBcicnt  to  conquer  me." 

Radirobanes .  was  ftruck  at  thefe  words.' 
"  I  am  undone,  Selenifla,  faid  he-,  I  am  loft  I 
—What  new  Achilles  is  this  in  effeminate 

attire  ? What  Thetis  inftrufted  him  in 

this  artifice  ?— I  am  undone  if  this  is  he 
whom  Argenis  loves  ?"—— It  is  the  fame, 
(aid  Ihe,  and  dp  not  think  this  is  a  common 
fecret,  for  Melc^nder  himfelf  is  yet  ignorant 
of  it.-*-For  what  remains,  he  faid  he  muft 
jftay  with  us  no  longer ;  that  his  aftions 
that  night  would  make  him  fufpeded  by 
the  king,  and  render  it  impoflible  for  him 
to  be  long  undifcovered.— That  he  would 
Ihortly  return  to  court,  but  in  the  drefs  and 
equipage  of  a  foldier ;  that  he  would  attend 
me  either  at  Syracufa,  or  at  the  palace,  as 
often  as  I  ihould  come  out  of  the  caftlej 
B  5  that 
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that  his  »ame  was  Polyarchus ;  and  finally, 
that  he  would  live  no  longer  than  he  was 
favoured  by  Argcnis.  Confidcr,  O  king, 
in  what  a  fituation  we  both  were.  If  only 
the  relation  move  you  who  arc  a  man^ 
think  haw  the  reality  muft  amaze  us  being 
women  ?— After  this  he  whiTpered  a  few 
words  privately  in  Argenis*s  car,  which  I 
believe  were  to  inform  her  of  his  true  name, 
birth  and  country,  which  he  begged  her  to 
keep  fccret,  and  has  found  her  feithful,  fof 
it  is  the  only  fecret  which  Argcnis  has  al- 
tirays  kept  from  me.— Then  he  afked  me 
for  the  keys  of  the  caftle,  which  I  always 
kept. — Go  you,  faid  he  to  Meleandcr,  I 
will  raife  the  watch  and  guard,  left  this  con, 
Ijpiracy  flbould  not  yet  be  entirely  defeated. 
'—The  night  was  fo  dark  and  cloudy,  that 
»o  ftar  appeared.  He  opened  the  gate,  and 
ftanding  in  the  entry  of  the  caftle,  he  cried 
cut  that  traitors  had  broke  in  upon  the 
king,  and  defired  that  the  foldiers  would 
liaftcn  to  his  afliftance;  that  the  danger 
was  preTent  and  urgent,  and  the  mifchief 
>lmoft  executed.— ---Having  feveral  times 

proclaimed 
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pttodaimed  Ihh  dloud,  he  wididrettr  m  the' 
dark,  shd  prefeiidf  turned  out  of  tke  high* 
way,  and  departed  ainfeen. 

In  the  rtiean  time,  thak  in  guard  neireft 
the  caftle  were  inftantly  raffed  widi  tim  mh 
expeOed  alarm :  they  ran  widi  aU  hade  to 
fhow  thdr  fidelity,  fomc  drcft  aod  artoed, 
and  fome  half  naked ;  and  now  they  eialefed 
the  caftJe,  and  the  hall  ft/armed  with  fol- 
diers,  Wiien  they  had  got  lights,  and  fought 
in  vain  for  the^nemy,  they  beg^n  to  feaf 
fome  apparition  had  dekidid  them.  Biit 
the  chicff  officers,  with  Eiirimedes,  came 
to  the  king's  chamber,^  where  Argenis  and 
my  (elf  then  Were.  Olar  oonfufion,  and  tkc 
trouble  iii  the  kmg's  countenance,  but 
cfpecialiy  tSie  dead  bodies  that  lay  before 
VLSj  wepe  •evidences  of  the  danger  we  had 
been  in.  They  therefote  came  about  the 
king,  and  feeing  him  lafe,  they  kifltd  his 
hand,  and  all  aiking  qiieiiions  together^ 
pnrrtnted  die  information  thc^  defiredi 
Sever^lof  them  with  lights  fcarcfted  about 
to'fimd  if  any  were  conoeakd:  they  theh 
%^g4n  to  examine  thcpo-ifoner  ^iome  pulled 

B  6  .  hm 
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him  by  the  beard,  fome  pointed  their  fwords 
at  his  breaft.  But  Meleander,  defirous  to 
examine  him  further,  committed  him  to' 
the  care  of  Eurimedes.  And  now  being 
furrounded  by  a  guard  of  his  own  people, 
he  came  to  Argenis's  chamber,  where  he 
heard  from  us  the  relation,  how  Theocrinc 
had  firft  vanquiflicd  the  other  party  of  the 
confpirators.  Here  they  faw  the  two  other 
bodies,  wkh  wounds  upon  them  niore  than 
fufficicnt  for  their  deaths.  They  then  earn- 
cftly  enquired  who  had  been  the  adtors  of 
thefe  great  exploits  !  but  when  we  told 
them  this  great  work  was  accomplifhed  by 
a  maiden,  they  flood  wrapt  in  filent  admira* 
ration,  looking  up  and  down  for  the  con- 
queror.  The  king  commanded  her  to  be 
called,  and  becaufe  we  told  him  that  two 
cf  the  villains  ran  away  from  this  place,  he 
recolle£):ed  that  another  fled  from  his  own 
chamber,  and  he  ordered  them  to  fearch 
through  the  houfc,  to  find  and  bring  them 
to  him.  At  length  they  returned,  and  told 
the  king,  that  neither  the  fugitives,  nor 
Theocrinc  were  to  be  found.,   Mcleander 

was 
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was  lefs  fplicicous  about  the  villains,  but 
he  grew  impatient  of  Thcocrine's  abfcnce. 
Again  he  fcrit  others  to  feek  for  her  tvcry 
where,  and  the  houfe  rang  with  the  name 
of  Theocrine.  Argcnis  and  I  well  knew 
that  the  perfon  ufed  to  anfwer  to  that  name 
was  far  enough  out  of  hearing,  and  ufing 
the  benefit  of  the  night  was  got  out  of 
reach  by  this  time.  And  the  firft  fign  I 
obferved  of  Argenis's  love  to  him  was,  that 
fee  fo  pcrfeftly  well  diflembled  what  both 
of  us  knew,  that  fhe  almoft  deceived  me 
as  well  as  the  reft. 
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GHAP.    XVIII. 

-^he  Jtoty  co7ttinnid.  ^keocrine  not  to  le 
found.  "The  king  attrihutes  bis  deliverance 
to  the  Goddtfs  Pallas.  "This  belief  can- 
firmed  by  ihe  opinion  of  others.  Lyco- 
genes  difcovefed  tv  be  the  author  of  the 
confpiracy. 

TH  E  remainder  of  the  night  wai 
fpcnt  in  thefc  uncertainties.  The 
next  morning  the  king  gave  notice  to  Cle- 
obulus  and  the  reft  of  his  councilors  of 
what  had  happened.  They  came  without 
delay,  and  the  king  commanded  them  to 
proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  prifoner, 
while  he  fpoke  to  thofe  about  him  in  this 
manner :  Although  thefe  villains  have 
committed  a  heinous  offence  againft  the 
Gods  and  myfelf,  and  it  is  neceflary  that 
the  guilty  fhould  be  difcovered  and  pu- 
nilhed  j  yet  I  do  not  dcfire  my  own  re« 
venge,  io  much  as  to  fqe  my  prefcrver. 
Wherever  Thcocrinc  is,  till  I  know  fhe  is 

in 
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in  fafety  I  cannot  be  happy.    The  Gods 
grant  fiie  be  not  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
fomc  of  thcfe  traitors !  —  While  he  was 
fpeaking,  the  party  returned  that  had  been 
the  fecoftd  time  to  feck  for  her.     They 
affured  the  king  there  were  no  figns  of  her 
in  the  caftlc,  nor  in  any  of  the  fields  near 
it :  if  any  mifchance  had  happened  to  her» 
Mi  leaft  her  body  muft  have  been  found. 
^^  The  king  ftood  amazed :  he  kept  fi^ 
lence  for    fome   time,   feeming    loft    in 
thought.— At  length,  turning  to  the  imagt 
of  Jupiter,  which  Itood  upon  the  altar 
near  him,    **  Great  Jove,   faid  he,   if  1 
hav^  judged  right,  confirm  my  belief  rfi 
this  prodigy  ?  —  It  is  by  the  hand  of  k 
deity  that  !  am  delivered  from  the  fwords 
t>f  thefe  trattors,    O  Thcocrine  !  if  it  be 
yet  lawful  for  us  td  call   thee  by  that 
name,  no  mortal  virgin  art  thou,  nor  one 
of  the  inferior  Oods  !  —-thou  art  the  divine 
'  Pallas  !  —  thou  art  the  Goddefs  of  arts  and 
arms,  indebted  only  to  the  fupreme  Ju- 
jpiter  for  thy  being  !  —  Thee,  O  Goddefs, 
I  acknowledge  and  adote:  fuffer  not  thy 

Sici- 
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Sicilians  to  be  ignorant  of  thy  favours  to 
^  them  ;  for  it  is  thou  who,  by  thy  father's 
direftion,  or  thine  own  goodnefs,  baft  de- 
livered us  fronpi  our  enemies.  —  O  thrice 
happy  Argcnis,  hadft  thou  known  thy  own 
good  fortune  !— hadft  thou  known  that 
Pallas  herfelf  deigned  to  converfc  with 
thee,  aad,  to  conceal  her  deity,  became 
ooe  of  thy,  attendants. -—If  you  alk  my 
reafons  for  believing  this,  firft,  I  remem- 
ber her  countenance,  which  the  f^mc  di* 
vine  power  that  kept  me  from  difcovcring 
her  divinity,  now,  though  late,  caufes  me 
toobfervc'  it.  Wh^t  luftrewas  there  in 
iucr  eyes!  If  you  call  her  features  to  mind, 
you  will  perceive,  that  though  under  a 
mortal  form,  fhe  did  not  throw  off  all  the 
rays  of  her  divinity.  But  who  can  doubt 
of  the  author  of  this  benefit,  after  this 
conflift,  only  worthy  of  Pallas  herfclf? 
—Can  we  imagine  that  fo  many  men  fell 
by  the  hand  of  a  weak  and  timorous  vir- 
gin ? — Shall  we  be  fo  blind  in  difcerning 
the  hand  of  Heaven,  as  to  refufe  to  ac- 
knowledge the  diviisc  power,  and  afcribe 

to 
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to  her  the  vidory  ?— -She  is  returned  to 
Heaven  again;  or  perhaps  Ihc  remainfi 
among  us  invifible,  to  try  our  gratitude  to 
our  prefcrver." 

.  While  Mcleander  was  thus  fpeaking,  a 
murmur  of  approbation  arofe  among  his 
auditors.  Yop  know  the  diipofitions  of 
men,  efpecially  of  the  multitude,  how  ea^ 
fily  they  afcribe  to  the  Gods  any  great  ;of 
extraordinary  event,  and  are  prcfcntly  car- 
ried away  by  the  moft  violent  fuperftition. 
Befides,  it  was  a  glory  to  Sicily,  that  the 
Gods  themfelves  h^d  fought  for  the  fafety 
of  her  princes.  The  king's  fpeech  was 
therefore  received  with  univerfal  applaufej 
the  foldiers  invoked  the  Goddefs.  by  thq 
names  of  Minerva,  Tritonia,  and  all  the 
appellations  that  are  given  to  her;  fomq 
through,  their  own  fuperftition,  others  ,tq 
pleaie  the  king,  and  the  reft ,  through  ^ 
dcfire  to  (bare  in  the  general  joy,— But^  do 
you  not  think  Argcnis  and  I.  fecretly^ 
fmiled  at  thefe  high-raifcd  imaginations  ? 
Yet  the  fancy  did  not  ftop  here  :  a  certain 
foldier,    tranfportcd    with  enthufiafm    or 

flattery. 
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#attef7,wd^nned  — "But  what  gToridrt 
appearance  was  that  I  few  at  the  top  of  tht 
caftle,  wl)»  firft  I  heard  the  akrin  ?  -^  A 
radiant  ligbc  fhone,  as  I  thought,  f rit>fti  the 
fC'^^'of the  bfuiiding.  Ibelieved it  was  on 
&ncy  aitd  that  we  were  called  to  quench  it. 
Then  the  light  began  to  be  divided  kicft 
TOf  s  Kk«  the  fun,  which  by  degrees  afcend*- 
ed  to  he^en.  But  the  danger  £  heard 
your  tnajefty  was  in,  diverted  my  mind 
from  the  admiration  of  that  which  I  now 
remember  with  reverence  :  it  was  ccr-* 
tamly  Pallas  returning  to  Heaven  after  Ihe 
had  freed  you  froift  the  danger/*  The 
foldier  had  no  feoner  ended,  than  tnany 
briien,  feized  >p^idi  the  fame  frenzy,  rf* 
firmed  diat  they  had  feen  the'  fame  thing 
SIS  that  which  he  cither  dreamed  or 
feigned.  So  this  fabk  having  many  au-  ' 
dibrs,  at  length  became  authentic,  and 
fhey  feefhed  to  contend  eagerly  who  ftould 
be  the  moft  forward  to  make  z  Goddefs 
of  Theocrine,  with  the  confent  of  reafon, 
and  with  public  adoration.  But  when 
they  congratulated  .Argenis  that  (he  was 

honoured 
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honcMsred  mA  the  prefcnce  and  prote&ion 
of  the  Godde&9  &e  caft  down  her  eyes, 
and  under  the  apqpeuance  of  modefty  re- 
trained herfdf  &om  finilmg«  At  lengthy 
when  they  hadXu/Bckmly  adored  Minerva, 
the  king,  wkh  fame  of  his  coxxncil,  with^ 
drew  to  confider  the  enormity  of  the  late 
a£^o»  and  to  difoover  the  contrivers  of 
itk  and  I  retired  with  Argenis  into  fa^ 
apartment,  to  talk  of  Pofyarchus.  Arge«^ 
nis  faid,  it  was  oot  by  reftratnii^  his  na^ 
tural  difpofitiorr  for  a  while,  but  the  ^eSt 
of  true  virtue,  that  he  had  behaved  witk 
ib  much  modefty  aod  referve  for  fo  Iong« 
time.  Who  was  more  chaise  in  behaviour 
and  cQnverfation  ?  •—  Who  more  genda 
among  women  ?«^  Who  fo  yaliant  in  fight  i 
-—Who  fo  daring  ainoA^  men  ?~Then  ibe 
recounted  the  benefits  that  Mekander  hid 
received  from  him,  worthy  in  his  own  opk 
nion  to  be  afcribed  to  the  Gods.  Then^ 
but  with  lome  bafhfulnefs,  (he  took  notioo 
of  the  greatneis  of  his  love,  that  induced 
him  to  difiemble  his  fex,  and  run  fo  great 
a  hazard^  expofing  hvnfeif  to  c-ertain  pii^ 

nilhment 
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nifhmenc  if  he  had  been  difcovered.  I 
confcls,  O  king,  I  endeavoured  to  relieve 
the  lady's  modcfty  by  commending  thol'^ 
qualities  I  knew  to  be  pleaHng  to  her; 
rOnd  becaufe  I  was  yet  unacquainted  with 
you,  I  thought  higher  of  no  man  than 
of  Polyarchus. 

.    In  the  mean  time,  Cleobulus  had  exa- 
mined die  prtfoikr,  concerning  the  authors 
and  means  of  the  trcafon.     He,  unable  to 
endure  the  rack,    confelied   aH   that   he 
knew,  and  lakl  all  upon  Lycogcnes.     He 
faid  farther,  that  he  found  means  to  clin^b 
up  into  the  caftlc,  from  the  fide  next  the 
Tea,  by  cafting  certain   hooks   upon    the 
^all,  which' laid  hold  on  the  ftoneu,  and 
bare  the  cords  by  which  they  climbed  up 
to  the  top.— At  cbis  time  the  wifcr  fort 
blained  the  king  extremely  \  for  when  he 
Hiighit  eafily  have  iurp^zed  Lycogencs,  he 
lather  fent  meflengcrs  to  require  him  to 
come  to  court.  But  he  thinking  himfelf  fe^ 
cure,  and  not  eafily  apprehended,  dcfpifcd 
the  danger.    He  h^d  ailembled  the  boldcft 
of  his  fa<^ion  xHm  day  before,  who,  though 

they 
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they  were  ignor^W  'of  tfte  ddign,.  yet  pre- 
pared for  the  fuc(^s,  and^  under  pretence 
of  huntiiig,  removed  to  a  caftk  of  itrcngthr 
near  Leontiutn.  From  thence  he  fent  let-* 
ters  to  the  king,  fignifying  that  he  could' 
not  come  fafely  to  his  trial  among  fo  many 
enemies  j  neither  was  it  juft  that  he  fhould 
be  condemned  unheard ;  finally,  that  no 
credit  was  to  be  given  to  cut-throats  and 
flaves  fuborned  for  his  deftruftion. 

In  the  mean  time  he  increafed  in  fac- 
tion and  power ;  and  though  the  king  was 
blamed  for  his  too  great  lenity  at  firft, 
afterwards    it  became  neccffary  to  write 
to  him   as    to  an  innocent    man.     Cleo- 
bulus    himfelf   advifed,    that   unlefs    the. 
king  refolved  to  punifh  him   feverely,  it 
was  better  to  fcem  not  to  credit  the  accu- 
fation.     They  alfo   advifed  that  the  pri- 
foner  fhould  be  put  to  death  in  the  caftle, 
and  to  give  it  out  that  he  died  by  acci- 
dent or  ficknefs.     Yet  Lycogenes  could 
never  forget  what  he  had  deferved,  nor 
Mcleander  what  he  had  attempted.     Thus 
.neither  of  them  could  truft   each  other, 

aod 
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and  both  feared  cac&  odidf  s  pbwer.  TKefe 
futpiaons  grew  at  fei^tSi^  to  httred,  and 
the  cofifequeoon  weft  ooc  M  pernicious 
than  the  dvil  wars  which.  Mfii^  and- 
whick  arofe  fiom  thdr  bcg^min^ 
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CHAP.    XIX. 

Seleniffa  relate  bow  the  king  injihuni  facrt^ 
fees  in  honour  of  Pallas^  and  confecrafes 
•  bis  daughter  chirfprieftefs  to  the  Goddefs.--^ 
Alfo  bow  Pofyarchus  coming  to  courts  meets 
jirgms^  where  they  promifed  each  other 
marriage. 

MELE  ANDER  rdying  no  longer 
ugon.ihc.  fecgrity .of  the  caltle, 
ivhich  had  giyen  a4mitt:ance  to  thofc  traU. 
tors,  determined  to  icarry  Ms  daughter  ta> 
Syracufa ;  not  fo  mwh  out  of  difpleafure 
againft  Lycogencs,  as  gratitude  to  Pallas  for 
his  .deliverance.  The  fojcmnity  of  the  Hve, 
4»ys  feftivals  were  oear.at  hand>.  when  wc: 
i^dto  cekbraie  the  nativity  of  the  Goddcft. 
The  king  therefore  went  to  the  temple^j 
and;  affeoaWing.  the  people  together,  he  de- 
livered- himfdf  to  this  effeA :  That  they, 
already  knewiaswell'^  he<:puld  tcllthemi* 
the  benefits  the  Goddefs  Pallas^  had  cpn*^ 
ferred  on,  Sicily}  but  chat  his  gratitude 
requiricd  tNd  he;  Ihoj^^ilFei^gc^cljr:  and; 

par- 
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particularly  acknowledge  the  favours  that 
his  family  apparently  had  received  from 
hen  Then  he  related  the  plot  laid  for 
himfelf  and  Argenis,  yet  concealing  his 
knowledge  of  the  author  of  that  treafon, 
he  mentioned  not  a  word  of  Lycogcnea,  but 
declared  that  Pallas  in  the  form  of  a  mortal 
woman,  and  veiled  under  the  name  of 
Theocrine,  had  rcfcued  them  from  the 
danger.  But  what' pledge,  O  citizens,' 
(continued  he)  can  I  render  to  theGoddcfs,* 
th^t  I  will  not  forget  the  afliltance  iKe  hath 
given  me  — except  I  confecrate  to  her 
fcfvice  the  mofl:  precious  jewel  ihe  pre- 
fcrved  to  me,  1  mean  my  beft  treafure,  my 
dcareftArgehit  1^— Her  therefore  I  dedicate 
before  all  tlie  Gods,  in  this  public  affembly 
of  my  Sicilians,  to  be  the  chief  prieftefs  of 
Pallas. — I  appoint  her  to  attend  upon  the 
altar  of  Pallas,  and  to  take  charge  of  her 
temple,  tiil  by  the  authority  of  Juno  fhe 
be  releafedj  in  efFed,  till  Ihe  fhall  be 
married.  When  the  king  had  done  fpeak- 
i*Jg^  Argenis,  as  he  had  appointed,  came 
forward  to  her  father.  The  king  held  in  his 

hand 
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hand  a  white  robe,  on  which  was  wrought 
the  hiftory  of  Pallas,  he  threw  it  over  the 
Beck  of  hife  daughter  kneeling  before  him ; 
"  If,  faid  he,  thou  canft  not  ferve  the 
Goddefs  without  being  freed  from  thy 
father*s  authority,  from  henceforth  be  thou 
free. —  Only  the  marriage  rites  (ball  take 
thee  from  thofe  of  Pallas,  the  Sicilians 
ihall  behold  thee  performing  the  facred 
ceremonies  on  all  pubHc  days  tathe  honour 
of  the  Goddefs."  Thefc  words  of  Melcan- 
der  were  followed  by  many  fuperftitions  of 
the  people,  poured  forth  in  applaufes, 
prayers,  and  tears.  The  whole  city  fol- 
lowed th^m  at  their  return  to  the  palace» 
and  afterwards  they  celebrated  thcfe  new 
ceremonies  in  every  houfe  with  all  the  marks 
of  fcftivity. 

Here  Radirobanes,  burning  with  jealoufy, 
interrupted  her.~"  Tell  me,  Selenifia,  did 
Argenis  fuffer  her  father  to  be  thus  de- 
ceived ?— did  ihe  accept  the  prieftly  robe 
from  hith ?-r-would  Ihe  not  fet  him. free 
froih  this  ri^Culous' idolatry  ?-^r  did  fhc 
fuffer  herlclf  to  be  dedicated  toPolyarchus, 

Vol.  IIL  C  under 
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.under  the  name  of  Pallas  ?*'-^*f*  TlKin,  £ud 
the  old  woman,  I  was  vexjQdrth^t  thejeftwas 
carried  fo  far  i  lyjt  if  I  :had  oppofed  it^ 
I  muft  have  incqrred  vthe  difpleafure  of 
Argeai^y  who  now  .avowed  to  me  her  af- 
;fe£bion  to  potyarcbus.  It  would  not  have 
pleaied  .Meleander  to  have  convinced  him 
of  his. deception  >  belides  it  was  an  honour 
Xo  have ;»GQddefs  for  his  protection:  more^ 
over,  he  had  another  intention  in  thecon^ 
^iecration  Qf  his  daughter  to  the  priefthood^ 
that  the  people  sfiight  .be  accuftomed  to 
behold  And  refpefb  the  heire&  of  the  crown. 
Neither  v^ere  diefe  holy  rites  unworthy  the 
aOiftapQe  of  a  prince^.  Her  robe  was 
glorious  to  behold,  embroidered  with  gold 
and  figures,  ^d  the  ornaments  of  her  head 
Jfuch  that  you  would  rather  have  thought 
her  a  Goddeis  herfelf,  than  a  piiefteik.  She 
only  touched  the  facrifices  lightly  before 
they  were  killed,  then  (he  ofiered  the  in- 
eenie  to  Pallas,  and  afterwards  lat  down 
in  a  golden  feat  to  receive  the  people,  who 
came  in  multitudes  to  kifs  the  &cred  bQugh 
whtck  ihe  held  in  her  hand.    Soon  after 

Polyarchus 
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Poiyarchm  came  to  court  as  a  kaigfit;  the 
(ame  man  accompanied  him  whom  he  had 
feigned  to  be  his  kinfman9  but  now  h^ 
appeared  to  be  his  freedman  and  confidant, 
and  he  called  him  Gelanorus.  At  firft  be 
addrefled  himfelf  to  Eurimedes,  andirery 
foon,  by  the  fympathy  there  is  in  noble 
difpofitions,  thy  became  endeared  to  each 
others  he  was  afterwards  by  him  prefented 
CO  the  king',  he  told  him,  that  he  came 
from  a  diftant  country,  and  would  reckon 
it  among  his  feticitics,  if  lie  might  have 
leave  to  improve  himfelf  in  the  court  of 
ib  great  a  prince.  Thekiiig,  whohadfeen 
Theocriiw  very  feldom,  wasr  fo  much  a 
firanger  to  him,  thus  changed  in  voice, 
habit,  and  deportment,  that  he  fpoke  to 
him  as  a  ftranger  newly  landed  in  Sicily. 
Yet  he  admired  his  perfon  and  behaviour, 
and  every  thing  in  this  ftranger  being  ex- 
traordinary, prepared  the  way  for  the  high 
degree  of  favour  that  lie  afterwards  had 
conferred  upon  him* 

Now  the  tliiie  of  the  feftival  of  Pallas 

returned,   when  Argenis  muft  appear  at 

.    C2  the 
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the  tcniplc.  We  both  knew  that  Polyarchus 
v?as  at  court,  and  therefore  both  trdoibled, 
ibe  with  cxceffive  joy,  I  with  doubts  and 
fears  left  fhe  fhould  cominit  fome  error^ 
unworthy  of  her  birth  and  education.  But 
the  virtuous  difpbfition  of  thefe  two  lovers 
prevented  all  my  fufpicions.  Excufc  me, 
O  king,  if  I  commend  Polyarchus  in  your 
prcfencc  ~- but  truly  Argenis  were  un- 
worthy of  your  love,  if  fhe  had  given  way 
to  any  ba&  and  ignoble  affe&ion ;  neither 
Ihoiild  you  be  indebted  to  my  efteem,  un- 
lefs  I  preferred  you  to  fd  noble  a  gentleman 
as  nobody  but  yokirfelf  could  exceL  But 
when  Argenis  received  this  notice,  Ihc 
almoft  forgot  the  ceremonies  fhe  was  to 
.  perform  •,  fhe  regarded  not  the  ornaments 
of  her  prieflhopd,  nor  the  company  with 
which  fhe  was  furrounded,  nor  the  matrons 
and  virgins  attending  her ;  being  wrapped 
up  in  thoughts  of  Poylarchus,  fhe  could 
neither  fee,  fpeak  nor  hear :  but  I  knowing 
her  malady,  whifpered  in  h^  ear,  and  defired 
her  to  recoiled  herfelf,  and  fhe  (who  never 
before  wanted  fuch  an  admonition)  blufhed 

ex- 
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exceedingly,  and  rcfumed  her  dignity.  We 
therefore  went  to  the  temple,  and  the 
lacfifices  were  touched  by  Argenis  -,  when 
prefently  I  obferved  that  (he  was  again^  in- 
volved in  the  fame  perplexity,  and  being 
aflTurcd  that  this  was  the  effeft  of  that 
inchantmcnt  which  miferahle  lovers  fufFer, 
I  looked  about  to  fee  from  whence  this 
arrow  flew,  and  not  far  from  us  I  efpied 
Polyarchus  dreft  as  a  man,  but  he  fecnied 
taller,  and  I  (hould  not  eafily.  have  knowa 
him  to  be  Thcocrine.  It  was  no  wonder  that 
Mcleander  (hould  be  deceived,  for  with 
his  woman's  attire  he  had  laid  afide  every 
thing  womaiii{h  and  effeminate  •,  his  coun- 
tenance grave  and  ereft,  his  eye  brilk,  and 
roving  with  a  modeft  but  manly  liberty; 
his-  hair  with  a  moft  graceful  negligence  lay 
upon  his  forehead  and  temples ;  obfcrving 
him  carefully  I  called  to  my  mind  Theo- 
crine.  "  And  is  it  (he,  faid  I  ?— O  ye 
Gods,  it  is  flie!— fomany  graces  I  a  mind 
conformable  to  every  habit  and  purpofq 
can  be  no  other :  and  did  thofe  hands  ex- 
crcife  the  diftaff  P'~At  the  fight  I  excufed 
C  3  Argenis 
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^Argenis  if  (he  were  loft  ia  amazement;  but 
defirous  to  recal  her  to  herfelf,  and  the 
duties  of  the  prefent  occafion,  I  pretended 
to  adjuft  her. robes  and  whifpered  thus: 
*'  Remember,,  lady,  that  Polyarchus  will  not 
be  pleafed  if  you  forget  what  is  due  to 
yourfclf  .*'  At  thefe  words  fhe  feemed  to 
wake  out  of  a  fleep.  She  therefore  re« 
peated  the  prayer  which  the  prieft  deflated, 
and  willingly  did  tliis  honour  to  Polyarchus, 
who  in  effeft  was  worfhipped  under  the 
nameoftheGoddefs;  but  he  rather  defured  j 
to  pray  to  one  that  worfhipped  him,  loolc^  ^ 
ing  with  a  reftleis  eye  upon  Argenia  and 
myfelf.  I 

From  the  temple  we  returned  to  the 
palace :  you  need  not  aik  the  fubjedt  of  our  i 

converfation,  it  was  only  of  Polyarchus. 
**  What  offence  fliall  we  commit,  faid 
Argems,  if  we  more  refigioufly  love  and 
honour  the  prefcrver  of  my  father  and 
myfelf,    than    they   that   know  not    his  < 

merits  ?— O  that  I  could  but  fpeak  to 
him,  that  we  might  fmile  together  at  the  ^ 

vanity  erf  my  priefthood  1**  "  I  will  contrive 


that  > 
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that  you  may  do  k,  faid I;  by  my  alliitance 
you  fliall  fee  him*'*  And  this  I  promifed 
the  more  freely,  being  afraid  ihe  fliould 
through  moddty  conceal  her  malady,  and 
fo  her  health  mijghi:  A)fier :  or,  if  I  had  re- 
fund her,  ibe  might  unknown  to  me  have 
taken  meafbres  to  fee  him  privately* 
When  I  left  Argenis,  I  faw  Polyarchus 
Walking  whh  my  fbn  before  the  gate.  I  wMt 
as  if  to  fpeak  to  my  ion,  and  faluting  the 
ftranger,  I  told  him  to  be  again  at  the  fame 
place  in  the  evening.  To  be  brief,  I 
brought  him  to  Argenis,  where  he  behaved* 
vkh  jR)  much  grace  and  modeftyr  that  I 
thought  he  wa^  again  become  Theocrine« 
There  wa&  no  conference  bet^^een  them* 
(though  he  often  vifited  her)  but  in  my 
prefencc ;  no  boldnefs  nor  levity  appeared 
in  his  behaviour,  though  a  joung  man  and 
a  lover.  Once  he  fpoke  to  this  eflfe6k ;  that 
he  was  defcended  from  princes,  and  would 
no  longer  remain  in  a  private  ftation,  than 
his  love  to  Argenis  obliged  him;  that  he 
earneftly  defircd  to  be^  contraSed  to  her, 
{ind  that  (he  would  engage,  hcrfelf  to 
.      C  4  him 
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him '  as   the    man    that   fhould    be  her 
hufband. 

"  Firft,  faid  Radirobanes,  let  him  fink 
to  hell !— O  the  boldncfs  of  this  cfFeminate 
fellow  !"•— I  knew  not,  faid  the  old  woman^ 
what  anfwer  ihe  could  make  to  this  requeft; 
and  I  had  prepared  to  anfwer  it  for  her, 
when  flie  thus  replyed :  ^'  I  call  the  Gods 
to  witncfs,  Polyarchus  —(among  whom  1 
believe  are  none  that  are  not  favourable  to 
thee)  that  if  thou  waft  my  brother,  I  would 
never  confent  to  marry,  left  I  Ihould  be 
obliged  to  love  any  man  more  than  thee. 
Thy  virtues  and  the  prefervation  of  my 
liberty  are  the  pledges  of  thy  fidelity :  I 
can  require  no  other;  let  therefore  the, Gods 
be  witnefles,  and  do  thou  alfo,  Selenifla^ 
that  I  promife  never  to  marry  any  man  if 
not  Polyarchus, '' — At  thefc  words  Radi- 
robanes  turned  pale,  and  affirmed  thatfome 
enchantment  was  wrought  upon  the  lady, 
and  that  Polyarchus  was  a  magician,  and 
added  fuch  other  reproaches  againft  his 
happy  rival  as  his  indignation  fuggefted.-r» 
When  he  had  thus  vented  his  paflion  he 
^'^'^'^  Seleniffa  proceed.  . 
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I  was  amazed,  faid  ihe,  but  it  (ignified 
nothing  to  oppofe  it,  and  to  incur  their 
anger.  The  Gods,  faid  I,  grant  your, 
wifhes  !  but  furely  it  is  a  rafh  and  fudden 
refolution  you  have  taken.— But  y  hy,  Po» 
lyarchus  (hould  you  carry  on  this  bufinefs 
privately  ? — why  not  openly  declare  your 
purpofes  to  king  Meleander?— If,  as  you 
affirro,  and  I  bclive,  you  are  of  princely 
rank  and  condition,  there  is  no  reaion  to 
think  the. king  (hould  refufe  your  alliance^ 
having  already  done  him  fuch  fervices,  and 
being  beloved  byArgenis.— "  Grave  matron 
(replied  he)  if  you  will  excufe  me,  that 
a  youthful  inclination  and  an  unconquer- 
able defire  to  fee  Argenis  drew  me  from 
my  native  country  without  attendants  or 
any  figns  of  my  dignity,  the  reft  I  can 
eafily  excufe;  being  unknown  and  almoft 
alone,  how  fliould  I  be  able*  to  fatisfy  the 
king  of.  my  birth  and  fortunes  ? — But  I 
could  not  have  furvived. the  torments  of 
love,  if,  ftill  uncertain  of  the  fucccfa  of  my 
wilhes,  I  had  been  commanded  to  bring 
.proofs  of  my  birth  and  dignity  from,  my 
C  5  own 
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own  country  5  you  have  therefore,  lady,  pre- 
ferved  me  from  the  death  I  had  refohred 
on,,  if  you  had  been  cruel  to  me.  But 
I  befeech  you,  matron,  to  lay  a{ide  all 
fufpicion  of  our  contract,  for  the  fame 
modefty  I  have  obferved  being  a  lover, 
I  will  continue  being  a  betrothed  hufband* 
It  is  fufficient  for  me  to  know  that  I  am 
beloved;  it  is'  enoi^  that  my  hope  b 
confirmed,  a  ftolen  marriage  docs  not  fuit 
me ;  I  am  more  patient  of  delay,  I  will 
obtain  the  king's  favour,  and  he  fliall 
command  me  to  marry  Argenis  in  the  fight 
ofallSicUy/* 

Having  thus  fpoken,  the  modeity  which, 
he  profefled  in  words,  he  equalled  in  his 
actions,  behaving  in  the  fame  virtuous  ' 
manner  after  their  contradt  as  before.  He 
lived  in  the  court,  he  hired  fervants,  he 
filled  his  ftables  with  horfcs,  and  by  his 
equipage  appeared  a  perfon  of  wealth  and 
^  diflin£kion.  He  won  the  eftccm  of  moft 
men  by  his  noble  qualities  and  graceful 
carriage,  giving  many  proofs  of  his  cfturage 
as  occafions  offered.    By  thefe  means  he 

was 
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was  in  as  high  favour  with  the  king  as 
now  you  fefe  Archombrotus.  Gelanonis 
only  was  privy  to  his  intentions,  the  reft 
of  his  fervants  were  Sicilians,  and  knew  not 
who  their  matter  was.  He  came  frequently 
to  vifit  Ai^enis,  but  always  by  my  di- 
reftion^  you  would  have  thought  a  brother 
converfed  with  his  fitter,  in  the  prefcnce  of 
me  their  mother.  They  would  fometimes 
jeft  upon  the  priefthood  of  Argenis,  but 
very  privately  and  difcreetly.  Radirobanes 
could  not  bridle  his  anger  at  this :  '^  If 
Pallas  had  been  juft,  faid  he,  (he  would 
have  entangled  this  counterfeit  Goddcfs  in 
more  fnares  than  thofe  wherewith  flie  made 
Araiihne  hang  herfelf/* 


C  6 
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CHAP.    XX. 

^flenijfa  brings  Radirohanes  to  Argents^  wba 
entertains  bim  coldly^  contrary  to  his  hopes  5 
OH  which  Selenijfa  chides  her  mijirefs. — A 
ionverfation  between  Meleander  and  Arge- 
nisy  concerning  her  marriage. 

WHILE  they  were  thus  engaged,  a 
fervant  from  Argenis  interrupted 
their  conference,  who  told  Selcnifla  his  lady 
defired  (he  would  return,  and,  if  (he  pleafed, 
bring  the  king  of  Sardinia  with  her.  "  Go, 
(faid  Ihe  to  the  man,)  and  tell  your  lady 
wc  will  attend  her  prefently/*  When  the 
fcrvant  was  gone,  "  O  king,  cried  flie,  you 

are  expefted  by  Argenis. 1  know  not 

what  hath  prevented  her  coming  to  us; 
but  as  wc  go  I  will  tell  you,  in  few  words, 
what  remains  to  be  known."  She  therefore 
briefly  related,  that  while  Polyarchus  lived 
in  this  happy  ftate,  the  civil  war  broke  out, 
and  Lycogenes  ftrcngthened  himfclf  againft 
the  king.  Polyarchus,  capable  to  advifc 
jind  execute,,  was  no  Icfs  hated  by  the  fac- 
.     ,  tion 
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tion  than  was  the  king  himfeif ;  and  having 
fignalized  himfelf  in  the  firft' battle,  was 
the  principal  caufe  o£  the  king's  viibory. 
She  then  told  of  the  misfortune  of  Polyar- 
chus,  and  what  hfe  endured  for  killing  the 
ambalTadors  of  Lycogenfs.  How  h<;  was 
driven  out  of  Sicily  5  and  that  he  had  long 
been  cxpeftcd  by  Argenis  tp  return.  •'  And 
this  is  he,  O  king,  faid  (he,  (that  you  may 
no  longer  impute  it  to  Archombrotus) 
who  hath  hitherto,  been  the  caufe  of  the 
lady's  coldnefs  to  you."  "  But  (faid  Radi- 
robancs)  think  you,  mother,  that  I  can  be 
fecure  of  Argenis's  faith  fo  long  as  he 
lives  ?— •  Will  Ihe  not  renew  her  former 
vows  ? — If  fhe  now,  as  you  tell  me^  will 
forfake  Pplyarchus,  and  favour  me,  may 
not  I  in  the  fame  manricr  be  forfaken  ?"— 
"  Never  doubt,  faid  the  old  woman ;  if  Ar- 
genis confent  to  be  your  wife,  there  is 
nothing  can  induce  her  to  violate  her  mar* 
Tiagc  vow.-i-I  th*?-efor.e  think  it  neceflary; 
thatr  you  .fly)uld  haften  your  wedding  as 
much  as  poffible.-r-If  Polyarchus  fliould 
return  in  the  mean  tinie,  I  will  lead  him 
,   '       ''  into 
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into  a  fnare  that  yoa  ihall  lay  for  him.  He 
fofpe&s  nothing,  but  will  put  himfeif  into 
my  hands.  He  trmft  be  removed,  and  it 
will  not  be  difficult  to  furprize  him  un- 
artned  or  alone."  Though  Radirobanes  was 
aftomihed  at  the  wickednefs  of  the  woman, 
yet  he  approved  of  her  advice :  and  thus 
difcourfing,  they  came  into  the  gallery  to 
Argenis.  She  was  walking  alone,  with  a 
dge£ted  countenance^  as  ftill  affe£ted  with 
die  late  occafion  ef  grief.  Yet  (he  went  to 
meet  Radirobanes,  and  defiring  him  to  fit 
down,  file  took  a  feat  befidc  him.  While 
ke,  pu^ed  up  with  the  lK>pes  the  old  woman 
had  giveti  him,  made  an  ofier  of  his  vows 
In  the  mod:  ardent  terms,  and  left  nothing 
Unfiiid  to  (hew  the  force  of  his  paflion.  Ar- 
genis Behaved  with  greai:  coolnefs^  and 
gave  him  no  anfwer  to  his  expe^ation; 
which  he  took  the  mote  impatiently,  be^ 
caufe  his  hopes  had  been  rai(ed,  and  he 
believed  he  (bould  have  found  her  confent^^ 
ingto  his  wi(hes«  Selen^a  turned  pale, 
when  the  king  looked  carneftly  upon  her, 
as  reproaching  her  for  the  failure  of  her 

promifci 
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promife  ;  for  {he  was  in  fear,  that  finding 
himfelf  deluded,  he  would  burft  into  the 
language  of  refentment.   As  foon  a&  he  was 
gone  out  of  the.  gallery^  the  old  woman 
began  boldly  to  blanf>e  Argenis;  aiking, 
what  had  ma^e  her  alter  her  intention  ?— 
Why  did  (he  fruftrate  the  hope  (he  had 
given? — and  telling  her,  that  flie  ought, 
out  c^  regard  to  her  country,  to  take  heed 
how  (he  (^nded  Radirobanes.    But  the 
lady,  fcarce  able  td  command  her  indig(ia* 
tion,  replied,  *•  Give  over  your  prognoftics 
of  evil.— The  Gods  will  take  care  of  Sicily. 
Thofe  Gods,  by  whole  power  you  have 
feen  traitors  puni(hed/'«— The  old  woman, 
touched  with  thefe  ambiguous  words,  and 
^(ufpefting    they    were    direfted    to    her, 
trembled,  and  was  much  confuled.    Thefe 
were  the  firft  (Hngs  of  confcience  that  tor- 
mented her  guilty  breaft;  but  (he  knew 
that  the  paft  mifcbiefs  could  only  be  fup* 
ported  or  rendered  of  u(c  by  new  ones. 
Fearful  therefore  of  her  own  (ituation,  (he 
ferioufly  confidered    by  wliat    means  (he 
might  provoke  Radirobanes  to  have  re« 

courfc' 
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€ourfc  to  arms ;  and  then  (he  would  deliver 
•Argenis  into  his  power.  But  to  prevent 
fufpicion  in  the  princefs,  fhe  pretended  to 
give  over  Ipeaking  in  favour  of  Radiro- 
banes;  and  would  fcem  to  complain,  that 
Polyarchus  was  abjcnt.  But  Argenis  faw 
through  her  dlffimulation,  and  hated  her 
the  more.  But  Radirobanes  began  now  t6 
(bow  thofe  vices,  which  having  been  re- 
(trained  for  a  time,  now  returned  with  the 
greater  force.  He  thought  no  reward  ^qual 
to  his  merits,  in  the  a/Tiftance  he  had 
b-ought  to  Meleandeir ;  and  behaved  him- 
felf  fo  haughtily,  as  if  he  believed  he  had 
bought  both  Argenis  and  Sicily  at  too  dear 
:a  rate:  He  therefore  began  to.  urge  the 
king  more  difrdpedlfoUy  to  promifc  his 
daughter  to  him :  and  his  haughty  and  in- 
folent  behaviour  made  him  diiliked  by  all 
the  Sicilians,  eJpecially  the  nobility.  But 
^eleander  vms  greatly  perplexed  in  his 
mind,  fearing  that  this  love  of  Radirobanes 
.would  not  be  ended  without  contention: 
and'fo  that  himfelf^  an  old  man,  unpro* 
vided,  and.  tired  With  pa(V  wars*  fliould  be 

•  drawn 
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drawa  into  a  new  one.  He  therefore  fcnt 
for  his  daughter,,  and  afked  what  it  waf 
that;  fl^^  fo  much  diflikcd  in  Radirobanes  i 
"  It  is  for  privaw  pprfons  (faid  he)  to  make 
choice  of  whom  they  will  marry  by  the 
fancy  of  love,  and  the  lympathy  of  dif- 
portions;  but  we  mull  not  indulge  pur- 
felves  in  thefc  delicacies.  It  is  the  fortune  of 
kings  often  to  make  alliances  with  difagree- 
able  and  unworthy  people ;  and  fl>mctime$ 
a  cruel  neceffity  even  obliges  us  to  negleft 
the  ties  of  blood  and  affcAion.  We  muft 
favour  thcfe  that  bcft  fuit  our  date-,  and 
thofe  arc  thcjught  the  beft  alliances  that 
moft  ftrengthen  our  kingdoms!  If  I  had 
more  children  than  thee,  my  Argenis,  thou 
mighteft  think  I  was  more  anxious  for 
myfclf  than  for  thee :  for  I  kfioW  that  kings 
yfed  to  beftow  their  daughters  acid  fillers 
upon  thofe  whom  rthey  deceive  under  Ihcw 
of  friendihip,  or  defire  to  be  upon  good 
terms  with  for  a  time.  But  thou  art  my 
only  child ;  nature,  and  the  right  of  fucccf- 
fion,  have  fettled  upon  thee  alone  all  my 
affcftions,  as  a  king  and  a  father  5  there- 
fore, 
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fore,  ntff  daughter,  either  do  thou  confider 
what  is  ht(t  to  be  done,  or  fuffer  me  to 
determine  for  thee.**—"  My  gracious  lord, 
replied  Argenis,  there  is  fbme  caufe  diat  a 
inaiden  ihould  give  a  reafon  for  her  wifhes,. 
if  flic  defire  any  particular  man  for  her 
hufband ;  but  not  if  flic  refolvc  to  rcfufc 
any,  whether  it  be  reafon  or  humour  that 
induces  her  to  deny  her  confcnt.  But  this 
Radirobanes  perhaps  I  might  not  have  hated 
fo  flirongly,  iif  he  had  fought  to  gain  me  by 
lovc^  and  not  claimed  me  as  his  due :  fuch 
pride  and  infolcnce  I  cannot  endure.  Your- 
fdf  alfo,  my  dcareflr  father,  can  fee  many 
^ings  to  dtflike  in  this  man.  All  thefe 
^ufe^have  made  me  take  a  refolution  not 
to  caft  away,  by  this  alliance,  my  father,  my 
country,  and  myfelf  **— The  kmg  finding 
her  obftinate  in  this  determination,  dif* 
miflcd  her,  refolving  ftill  to  continue,  as  he 
had  ever  been,  a  mofl:  indulgent  father. 


THE    PHCENIX-         43 

CHAP.    XXL 

Seleniffa  perfuades  Radir$banes  to  carry  9ff 
Argents.  He  lays  the  flan  ef  bis  enter^ 
frizey  and  prepares  to  t^rry  it  into  exe^ 
cution. 

RADIROBANES,  though  greatly 
difpleaied  with  Setenifld,  btcaufe  he 
found  not  the  eflfefb  of  her  promlfes,  was^ 
yet  very  defirous  to  keep  up  his  corrcfpon- 
dcncc  with  her  i  for  he  knew  that  (he 
wanted  neither  wit  nor  induftry  1  and  be*- 
fides  he  had  m^t  her  his  o^n,  and  the  fe- 
crets  file  h.ad  betrayed  were  as  die  pledges 
of  her  fidelity  to  him.  He  bad  not  truftedr 
any  but  Vertiganes  with  the  ftcret-  of  hit 
intelligence  with  Seienifia,^  to  whom  alib  he 
eafed  his  oppreiTed  heart  d  many  com* 
plaints,  and  ibnfictimes  threats  agaisik 
Meicander  and  Argenis,  ^  I  fear,  my 
Vertiganes  (iaid  he),  that  my  freqfoent 
conferences  with  Selenifia  fbould  breed 
fiiipicions  of  my  defigns.  I  would  there- 
fore have  you  fiipply  my  place.    When  I 

go 
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go  to  vifit  Argcnis,  yoii  may  eafily  fpeafc 
to  the  old  woman)  and  give  her  this  lettei^ 
in  whicji  I  complaia  that  the  ruin  of  the 
hopes  flie  gave  mej  has  made  me  the  ridi- 
cule of  iirgenis.  I  have  alfo  written  that 
llie  may  truft  you  with  any  fecret  relating 
to  this  bufinefs,  for  that  you  arc  my  chief 
advifer  and  confidant;  Vertiganes  accepted 
the  cmploymjcnt ;  and  the  firft  time  Radi- 
cobanes  yifited  Argenis>  he  privately  deli- 
vered the  letter  to  Seleniffa,  who  ftepped 
afide  to  read  it.  She .  confidered  that  if 
thi$  marriage:  did  not,  go  forward,  flie  was 
ruined;  on  both  fides  ^  therefore'  taking  ti 
boldahd  immediate  rdblutioh,  (he  returned 
lb  the  Liguriari,  faying»  «  Tell  your  king, 
thfft  I  hvft  npt  feijfed  in.  any  point  of  my 
promSe;  but  theie/tiofites  and  feaibns  rc<- 
quirtj  a  ref<^ute  and  aiStite  lover,  and  not  a 
fkw  and.  negligent  one.  He  is  a  king ; 
hp  hath  an  army  and  a  fleet.  The  Gods 
tbemfelvesliave  fometimes  cavifbed  thofc 
they  meaiit  to'poflcfs,  and;  love  always  ex- 
cufes  ralh  enterprizes,  while  the  natne  6£ 
huiband  effaces  all  former  injuries.  Neither 

ihall 
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thall  I  in  this  advice  be  guilty  of  cnielty 
to  my  charge.  Argcnis  wiftics  to  be  com- 
peiled,  that  (he  may.  keep'  her  word  with 
Poly  archils,  to  whomihe  ha$  promUed  ne- 
ver voluntarily  to^ive  her  faith  to  anbther. 
Suffer  her  thierefbre  to  prefcrvc  this  con- 
ftancy,  that  (he  may  not  offend  the  Gods, 
whom  (he  called  upon  to  witnefs  to  her 
contraft  with  Folyarchus.,  She  hath  al- 
ready reproached  me  on  this  head.  ^  Why 
do  you  tell  me  of  the  love  of  Radirobanes 
(faid  (he)  while  he  (its  idly  looking  on 
me?*  — For  Meleander  is  avcrfe  to  the 
marriage,  and  lays  the  refuial  upon  his 
daughter.  But  be  not  you  deceived  5  your 
.king  will  not  long  have  an  opportunity  to 
(hew  his  love  or  his  courage ;  for  foldiers 
Arc  ?raifmg  (ecretly,  and  whcfh  Meleander 
is  ftrong  enough  to  refift  him,  he  willfcorn* 
fully  rejeft  that  alliance  which  {he  now 
doubtfully  and  fearfully  avoids.". 

Vertigines  lvas- amazed  at  the  holdnefs 
of  her  advice.  He  related  the  whole  dif- 
courfe  to  his  lord,  'who,  as  ufual,  departed 
from  his  lady  morf  difpleafed  than;  he  came 

to 
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to  her.  He  was  fuiiprized  at  the  advice  of 
Sclcmfla.  **  Yet  (faid  he)  let  it  be  fe  : 
Argenis  ihall^  without  any  crime  of  Iter's,; 
renounce  Poi]rai?chsji5»  and  give  herfelf  to 
me;  for  I  fwear  by  Jove,  whether  Sekmifla 
be  £aith&l  or  not  in  the  advice  ihe  has 
given,  I  will  prepare  with  all  diligence  to 
put  it  in  execution,  and  hot  fuSer  myfiflf 
to  be  defpifed  by  Meleander  and  Argenis^ 
But  left  that  old  #oman  (hould  betray  tis» 
and  difcover  the  plot  (he  is  the  author  of, 
jQie  fhall  not  know  that  I  will  take  this 
courfe  till  flie  iees  it  executed :  if  (he  be 
faithfol  to  us,  (he  will  be  glad  to  be  taken 
by  furprizc  with  Argcnis.'*  — .  Yertigancs 
durft  not  diffuade  him  from  this  enterprize* 
though  he  faw  the  infamy  of  vblating  the 
laws  of  liofpitality,  and  the  pcrfonal  dan-^ 
gers  attending  it ;  fo  by  the  fraud  and 
trc^cl«*y  of  Selenifla  a  deadly  fnare  was 
fct  for  Argcnis,  and  fo  mup h  the  more  mi- 
ferable,  fince  carried  on. as  if  by  her  own 
defire.  Mel^nder's  eafy  and  unfufpjcipus 
icmperwasadvafitagCQUsto  their  dcfign^ 
thwfere  RJwdijfibaties  again  began  to  ^urb 

bis 
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in$  difpofitioQ.  and  beluve  with  all  the  ap- 
pearance of  fricndihip  and  modcrationir 
He  conies  to  vifit  Meleander  without  a, 
guard ;  he  goes  uf^armed  to  his  feafts,  and 
inTites  him  by  tfaefe  ipeans  to  put  him&lf; 
into  his  power.  ,He  alfo  fent  back  his  army 
to  Sardinia,  that  their  numbers  might  not 
create  fufpicito :  yet  his  houfhold  feryants^ 
with  the  train  of  nobility,  and  the  guard 
of  his  perlbn,  were  above  fix  hundred  men, 
beiides  the  rowers  and  failors  of  five  gal- 
leys,  which  he  had  feledted  out  pf  his  whole 
navy.  Radirobanes  thinking  thcfc  forces 
fuffident  for  the  execution  of  his  project, 
confidered  on  the  fefefl:  means  of  feizing 
on  his  prey.  Having  revolved  many 
fchemes  in  his  mind,  at  length  he  pitched 
upon  the  following  one :  When  bis  admiral 
galley  entered  the  haven  of  Eiperftc,  the 
ralhnefs  of  the  pilot  ftruck  her  fide  againfl; 
a  rock  he  was  not  aware  of;  but  ihe  was 
raifed  again  by  the  tide,  and  by  the  help  of 
poles^  oars  and  cables  from  either  fhips^ 
freed  fpom  the  da);i^r^  and  brough;  t9  9A 

anchor  near  the  fiu^t  wjiierf  ihe  was-^ft^er^ 

wards 
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wards  raifcd  and  put  on  the'  ftooks^  and 
being  fupported  on  both  fides,  the  ftiip- 
wrights  thoroughly:  repaired  her;  But  he 
was  not  contented  with  barely'  impairing 
her,  but  (as 'is  the  fiitc  dF  many  houfcs 
and  cities)  would  have  her  rife  ouit  of  her 
ruins  with  more  beauty  and  ftrcngth  than 
before,  Meleander  had  a  beautiful  galley, 
built  after  an  excellent  ttiodel  of  Corcyra : 
Kadirobanes  cbmmandcd  his  Ihipwrights  to 
take  that  for  their  pattern,  and  almoft 
new-build  and  ornament  his  own  in  the 
fame  manner.  Meleander  went  often  with 
Radirobanes  to  vifit  the  work ;  he  there- 
fore laid  rtiis  plan  for  his  intended  trea- 
chery.* This  galley  being  finifhed,  he 
defdicatcd  it  to  Argenis  j  her  image  was 
placid  in  the  prow,  and  her  pifture  in  many 
parts  of  the  veflel.  The  birth-day  of  Ar- 
genis was  near  at  hand,  which  Radirobanes 
declared  fhould  be  alfo  the  fecond  birth- 
day of  his  galley.— On  that  day,  therefore, 
he  invited  Meleander  and  his  daughter  to 
ah  )cntcruinmtnt  in*  his  pavilion  'by  the 
fca-fidej    and' detaining   them    tiH    the 

evening. 
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evening,  the  galley  dedicated  to  the  name 
of  Argenis  was  then  to  be  launched,  with 
found  of  trumpets  and  other  martial  mufic : 

-  at  night  there  were  to  be  grand  fire-workt. 
—  During  the  time  of  this  Ihew,  while 
the  Sicilians,  attentive  to.  the   fpeftacle,. 
were  difarmed  and  unfufpicious,  he  deter- 
mined to  feize  on  Argenis  and  Meleander, 

'  and  xrarry  them  forcibly  on  board  his  (hip. 
And  that  by  continual  feafting  and  jollity 
he  might  divert^  the  attention  of  all  men 
from  care  and  fufpicion,  he  determined  to 
honour  the  vigil  of  Argenis's  birth  day 
with  a  mafque.  For  this  pvirpofe  he  fe- 
lefted  eleven  young  men  of  his  nobility  t<Jt 
perform  with  himfelf.  The  fubjeft  he 
chofc  for  the  mafque,  was  the  fable  of  the 
three  Gods  expelling  their  father  Saturn, 
and  dividing  their  inheritance  by  lot,"  when 
the  heavens  fell  to  the  fharc  of  Jupiter, 
the  fcas  under  the  dominion  of  Neptune, 
and  the  gloomy.  Pluto  was  fent  down  to 
govern  the  more  populous  regions  below. 

Vol.  IIL  r> 
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C  HA  P.     XXU. 


Ji'difieurji  ^  judges^  counfeUers  anilawyets^ 
ettd  the  mans  of  jobridgii^  the  ttdious 
4ehQS<>f  law-fuits. 

MELEANDER  gratefully  accepted 
jthefe  m^nific^nt  fports,  prepared 
ijy  kadirobancs  in  honour  of  the  day :  he 
jOfo  determined  at  that  folcmnity  to  grant 
the  petitions  of  the  Syracufens  and  other 
cities  in  honour  of  Argenis.,  The  princi- 
.cipal  rcqucfts  were  thefc :  That  it  Ihould  not 
he  lawful  for  the  coUeftors  of  taxes  and 
fubfidics  to.cxaa  ahy  thing  of  thofe  who, 
.without  their  own!  fault,  or  through  un- 
avoidable misfprtunes,  had  fallen  into  po- 
verty, cfpecially  if  they  were  ufcful  in 
hufbandryi  and  that  none  of  the  poorer  fort 
of  mechanic  ,or  handicraft  trades  fhould 
imitate  the  richer  fort  in  idkncfs,  by  kaving 
their  work,  negleding  their  trades,  and 
walking  about  in  improper  habits  and  with 
fwords  by  their  fides,  as  if  they  were  foldiers. 

But 
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But  all  fuch  as  w^re  knovw  3to  liaKre  no 
vifible  and  honeil:  means  of  ^bAftaoo^ 
{hould  make  choice  of  a  trade  to  work  ac^ 
or  elfe  be  obliged  to  labour  in  the  com- 
mon workhoufes  for  the  benefit  of  their 
country^  for  fuch  people  lai;\guifii^ing  i^ 
peace  through  pride  and  indolence,  4k;her 
committed  fccret  villanies,  or  elfe  iic  in 
wait  for  tumults  and  ieditions  to  relieve 
their  poverty  by  the  mifcries  of  their  country. 
They  alfo  petitioned,  that  no  collcdors  of 
tributes  Ihould  be  allowed. to  come  into 
private  men's  houfcs,  nor  fend  their  officers 
to  diftrefs  or  trouble  the  townfmenj  but 
that  this  ftiould  be  committed  to  their  fel- 
low eitizens,  who  Ihould  chufe  out  cf  their 
own  company  fuch  men  as  might  colle<ft 
thefe  duties  in  the  moft  gentle  and  the  leafl: 
oppreflive  manner.  That  every  town  fhould 
bring  the  money  thus  coUeded  to  the 
mayor,  by  whom  it  fhould  be  p^id  to  the 
governor  of  the  province,  or,  if  the  king 
pleafed,  brought  into  the  treafury  at  Syra- 
cufa.  That  if  any  private  perfon  fhould 
ncgleft  or  refufe  to  pay,  it  were  better  he 
D  2  fhould 
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fliould  be  compelled  by  his  own  citizens 
and  the  ma^rates,  than  by  the  infolencc 
of  the  coUeftors  and  their  officers,   ivho 
often  fell  their  forbearance  to  the  poor  and 
ncedyi  and  never  fpoil  and  opprcfs  more 
than  in  the  hotifcs  of  diftreffed  people,  ^ 
gaining  a  booty  for  themfelvcs  by  oppref- 
fing  thofc  who  have  hardly  fufficient  to  pay 
the  wdinary  taxes.     The  king  taking  pity 
on  his  people,  commanded  Cleobulus  to 
draw  up  fuch  edifts  as  fhould  free  them  in 
future  from  thcfe  inconveniences. 

But  there  appeared  more  difficulty  in 
anfwering  the  requefts  of  the  fame  deputies^ 
that  there  might  be  fome  provifion  made 
againft  the  mifchiefs,  which  by  the  multi- 
tude of  law-fuits,  the  delays  of  judges,  and 
the  corruption  of  lawyers,  had  almoft  ruined 
both  town  .and  country.     Ibburanes,  who 
was  in  high  cftecm  with  the  king,  both  for 
his  own  worth  and  recommendation  of  Ar- 
genis,  ufed  at  this  time  to  be  very  much  at 
court.   The  Syracufans  therefore  addrcffed 
thcmfclves  to  him,  and  requefted  hinr)  to  be 
their  patron  and  protcftor.    They  defi^ 
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him  to  prefent  to  the  king  the  rcafonabic 
wiflies  and  prayers  of  the  Sicilians,  and  by 
his  pcrluafions  move  the  king,  who  was 
inclined  of  himfelf  to  be  gracious,  to  redrefs 
the  grievances  of  his  people.    Ibburanes, 
befides  his  other  virtues,  was  of  fo  open 
and  generous  a  nature,  that  if  any  requefted 
his  favour  and  affiftance,  they  might  almoft 
think  he  received  a  benefit  Wjienever  he 
conferred  one.    He  therefore  oft^n  recom- 
mended  the  Syracufaris  to  the  king,  and 
cTpecially  concerning  thefe  abulcs  in  the 
courts  of  juftice,  and  at  this  time  he  ipoke 
to  this  efieft :  "  Do  not  think.  Sire,  thefe 
*  things  to  be  trifles,  of  which  the  Syracufans 
defilPc  to  be  eafed.    I  do  not  know  whether 
the  civil  diflentions,which  are  lately  quieted, 
did  more  cruelly  afflifl:  this  land.     Thefe 
folicitors,   thefe  counfcUors,  thefe  clerks, 
(the  judges  I  dare  not  name,  becaufe  they 
are  of  your  own  appointing)  I  fay,  thefe  . 
lawyers  fo  abound  among  us,  that  I  queftion 
whether  the  tradefmen,  the  hufbandmen, 
or  the  foldicrs  that  defend  us,  are  fo  many. 
From  whence  have  thefe   numbers  their 
D  3  fupport. 
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fiipport,  but  from  the  wrongs  of  the  people, 
from  the  mifery  and  min  of  unhappy  men. 
If  there  were  fewer  belonging  to  the  law, 
and  nont  were  allowed  to  pradlHe,  bdt 
men  of  approved  ability  and  integrity, 
many  <rf  thofe  who  get  their  living  by  mif- 
chievous  ingenuity,  would  apply  themfelve* 
to  more  beneficial  ftudies,  and  become  orna^ 
ments  to  their  country.  They  would  either 
find  out  new  arts  and  fcienccs,  or  adorn 
andpolifh  the  old;  fo  that  this  plague  is 
not  only  to  be  execrated  for  the  mifchiefe 
it  brings  upon  us,  but  alfo  for  the  benefits 
of  which  it  deprives  us. 

But  perhaps.  Sire,  you  will  excufe  the. 
multitude  of  lawyers  by  the  number  of 
litigious  people,  for  whom  all  the  courts 
in  the  land  are  not  fufficient  in  regard  to  dis- 
patching all  their  fuits  ? — Suffer  me  to  tell 
you  the  truth :  it  is  the  multitude  of  lawyers 
that  is  the  caufc  why  fuits  are  multiplied, 
and  are  fo  long  undetermined.  And  if  you 
Ihould  ereft  new  courts  of  juftice,  there 
will  be  found  fame  defirous  to  be  ftretched 
upon  a.  new  rack  5    but  if  you  leflcn  the 

number 
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number  of  them,  a  part  of  thcfe  contentions 
win  ab^te^  and  the  malady  will  become  lefs 
violent  if  you  take  aivay  the  quack  medicine-. 
The  true  caufc  of  this*  evil  is,  that  the 
judges,  (left  the  decay  of  bufinefs  in  their 
courts,  befides  their  gains,  ftiould  abate  the 
irefpcft  that  is  paid  to  their  dignity)  always 
find  fome  whom  by  the  rigour  of  the  law 
they  may  hold-in  lubje6lion  to  their  autho- 
rity ;  neither  are  there  wanting  pettifoggers, 
and  a  yetworfe  kind  of  men  than  they, 
who  are  ikilled  in  all  the  forms  and  rule» 
of  wrangling,  who  make  it  their  bufinefs  to' 
breed  doubts  and  differences  between  men, 
or  clfc  pick  quarrels  themfclves  with  thofc 
who  are  ignorant  in  this  vile  praftice. 
One  of  your  provinces  was  formerly  free 
from  thefc  men,  who  glory  in  their  fkill  in 
controverfies.  Every  town,  was  happy  and: 
quiet,  and  if  any  difpute  arofe  between  the* 
neighbours,  a. plain  and  fiipple  rule  of 
equity  fettled  it  by  arbitration  ^  till  they  at 
length,  ignorant  of  their  happinefs^,  fuffered 
one  of  thefe  men  to  fettle  among  them,  and 
immediately  contentions  were  fet  en^  foot, 
D  4  *nd 
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fuiu  were  begun,  that  lailed  an  age  after- 
wards.  So  chofe  who  are  trained  up  in  the 
law  more  often  raife'  controvcrfies,  than 
put  ap  end  to  them.  But  though  they  are 
too  many  and  contagious  to  all  that  ap- 
proach them,  if  they  were  contented  with 
a  ihort  correftion,  it  were  fupp(Mtable; 
but  thefe  law-fuits  are  perpetual :  and,  if 
men  would  but  caft  up  the  reckoning  of 
their  troubles  and  charges,  they  would  find 
it  worfe  to  gain  their  caufe  at  lad,  than  to 
lofe  it  at  firft;  and  this  requires  your 
efpecial  care  and  attention  to  remedy.  Cut 
off  thefe  delays  at  once,  and  appoint  a  li- 
mited time,  beyond  which  it  (hall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  fuits  to  continue.  For  thefe 
law-tricks,  and  the  names  of  them,  are  not 
to  be  circumfcribed  by  number  or  meafure, 
with  which  both  the  judges  and  the  lawyers 
delude  and  ruin  their  wretched  clients.  Thus 
do  they  flowly,  and  joint  by  joint,  tear  in 
pieces  thofe,  whom  they  might  as  well 
deftroy  at  once. 

I  will  not  defccnd  to  fuch  minute  parti- 
(;ulars,  as  to  take  notice  of  every  kind  of 

injury 
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injury  they  do  to  individuals,  for  thpfe  wh6 
de(i|:e  you  to  reform  thefe  abufes,  (hould 
give  you  a  lift.of  them,  Tho  beft  way  is 
to  point  out  remedies  for  thefe  mifchiefsy 
and  perhaps  you  cannot  make  a  better  be-« 
ginning,  than  by  this  ordinance :  That 
the  parties .  themfelves  (hall '  appear  before 
the  judges^  that  their  bufinefs  may  not 
wholly  depend  upon  the  fidelity  of  their 
attornics,  for  by  their  fimplicity  or  crafti- 
nefs  the  judge  may  difcern  the  right  of  the 
caufe  more  clearly  than  through  the  falfe 
varni^  of  cunning  eloquence.  Neither  let 
them  be  tied  to  the  pundilios  of  the  law ; 
let  them  decide  according  to  right  and 
equity.  But  if  any  more  intricate  bufinefs 
be  brought  before  them,  which  requires 
witneflcs,  view  of  evidence,  and  the  deters 
mination  of  the  law,  then  let  the  advocates 
take  the  oath  they  formerly  did,  that  they 
will  plead  no  caufe  which  they  know  to  be 
\dnju(t :  and  if  it  fhall  appear,  that  they 
have  broken  their  oath,  or  wronged  their 
client 'by  any  collufionih  pleading,  befides 
the  infamy  attending 'it,  let  there  be  fuch  a 
D  5  punina- 
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pnmfbwftnt  hid  upon  tbem^  as  (ball  deter. 
Others  from  pairing  to  do  the  lik«i,  more  than 
the  fear  of  aU  the  Gods. 

It  were  at&r  proper  to  be  Qia£):ed»  th«« 
the  bwyefrt  ftoidd  take  ao  fee*  of  their 
elients  bef(^e  the  fuit  be  determined  ^  and 
aUo,  ihat  he  who  is  call:,  ihall  pay  little 
or  nothing  to  his  lawyer;  and  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a  fttity  let  there  be  fecurity  given  for 
that  little  payment,  that  he  noay  not  be 
forced  to  fue  for  his  own  fee.  But  he  who 
gains  hi$  fuit  fliall  reward  his  lawyer  in  the 
znoft  ample  manner*  and  let  there  be  a  great 
penalty  on  fuch  as  give  any  thing  while  thf 
fuit  isdepending,— If  any  client  be  detected 
in  this  kind  of  bribery,  let  him  forfeit  his 
caufe  5  if  any  lawyer  in  taking  it,  let  him 
he  thrown  over  the  bar.  By  thefe  means 
you  ihall  make  the  lawyers  bate  delays, 
and  being  dcfirous  of  bringing  their  bufinefs 
to  an  end,  they  fliall  labour  for  themfclves, 
jtnd.  benefit  their  clients  at  the  fame  time. 
.But  -all  this  will  avail  nothings  unle& 
you  lidnit  the  time.  You  muft  make  a  law^ 
that  no  cauie  fliall  be  longer  depending  in 

any 


THE    PHCENIX:        39^ 

Mf  court  than  fix  months,  ttiik&  the  wk«* 
nt£k&  ate  ix>  be  £eiit  for  from  diftnot  pro^: 
vinces«  in  which  cafe  the  time  flkmid  be^ 
doubled.  I  know^  that  thofe  ly ho  find  thrir> 
account  in  delays,  will  not  bear  to  hear  oi 
this  regulation  ;  they  will  fay  it  is  imfoffi-- 
ble,  that  fuch  a  multitude  of  caufe^  canine 
deckled  in  half,  ja  year.     I  would -th^forc 
a&  them,  whether  the  number  of  fuit&  in-» 
creafe  yearly,  or  whether;  they  would  lirft 
finiih  the  old  ones  ? — ^If  they  continually 
ihcreafe,  what  muft,  in  the  end,  beecMpeof 
them  ?— Out  of  what  door  fhair  weAnd  th<{ 
isicvesdc  q£  {q  miny  years  ?— — Thdy  muft 
cither  be  thrown  out,  or.  be  decided  in  th« 
himp  •,  not  by  juftice,  but  by  chance,    P^^> 
if  they  wilk  determine- us  «  floarty.  oJ4 
caufrs  as  .there  arc  new.  onias  [coming  foa?' 
ward,-  we  demand  no  more,  we  are  ag;^4 
IS  to  the  number ;  it  is  fufficient  to  .ftni^  < 
as  many  old  caofes  as  the  year  beings  Jie^  ^ 
ones.     But  if  they  objiO:  the  difficulties  6{ 
fcarching  but .  the  truth, .  which.  •  in:; jfhany  • 
£4ies  require  more  than  a.  year,  tfaist  excuff 
fliaU  not  6rve  them.    Youxomplaini  diat 
D6'  '  thcfe 
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thefe  caufes  are  intricate ;  it  is  you  your- 
felves— the  judges,  that  have  made  them 
lb.— Look  back  ujion  your  aiiceftors ;  they 
decided  the  caufes  that  came  before  them 
in  much  lefs  time  Chan  we  allow  you ;  yet 
you  will  not  deny  them  to  have  been  moft 
juft,  by  whom,  for  the  nx>ft:  part,,  thofe 
laws  were  made  that  we  now  obfenre  and 
reverence.  In  latter  times,  under  the  ihadow 
of  equity,  they  have  found  out  fo  many 
inventions  for  the  benefit  of  the  defendants, 
that  the  fimplicity  of  the  laws  is  deftfoyed 
by  them.  Thus,  what  might  quickly  be 
determined,  is,  by  non-fuits,  rcferences» 
and  fuch  devices,  deferred  to  a  longer  time: 
and  this  not  fo  much  for  the  good  of  the 
defendant,  as  for  the  advantage  of  the 
^judges  and  lawyers ;  as  if  the  people  were 
made  for  the  laws,  inftead  of  the  laws  for 
diem.  Cut  off  thefe  unneceflary  delays  by 
your  licndted  time,  for  there  can  be  no  caufc 
that  the  diligent  flitidyof  fix  months,  will 
not  feartKto  the  bottom.  Neither  let  too 
great  fcrqpuloufnefs  occafioo  your  delay; 
judge  as  your  confcien.ce  ihall  direft  you. 

It 
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It  often  happens,  that  after  a  feries  of 
years,  you  judge  doubtfully  or  unjuftly, 
for  truth  is  to  be  fearched  out  not  fo  much 
by  time  a$  by  dUigcnce." 

Here  Meleander  took  him  by  the  hand, 
and,  with  a  fmiling  countenance,  faid, 
"  Whither,  reverend  prieft,  doth  this, 
warmth  tranfport  you,  that  thus  ]^ou  fpeak 
to  men  who  are  abfent  ?*^unlefs,  perhaps, 
you  reckon  me  among  the  judges ;  and 
while  ybu  blame  them,  mean  to  admonifh 
me.— Fori  hear,  indeed,  that  thofc  who 
have  bufmefs  at  court  complain  of  the  flow* 
nefi  of  our  procecdiogs."  Ibburanes  ex-* 
cufed  the  eameftnefs  of  bis  fpeaking,  a» 
being  animated  by. his  zeal  for  the.good  of 
the  public.  "  But  (faid  he)  the  judges  will 
excuie  themfelves,  and  lay  the  fault  upon 
die  lawyers.  Could  they  o0end  in  this 
point,  luilefs  the  judges  winked  at  it  ?— -««i 
Thofe  defire  the  delay,  and  thefe  give  way 
to  it.  Which  are  moft  to  be  blamed  ?— 
Truly,  I  think,  thofe  who  could  hinder 
thefe  abuies,  and  do  not. The  lawyers 

durft  not  ufe  thefe  tergiYcrJations,  and  ftand 

upon 
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upon  triviaJ  points,  if  they  did  not  know- 
it  to  be  a. common  pfaftice,  anfd  allowed' 
by  the  judges.  Let  the  judge  deny  any 
farther  rcfpite ;  let  him  inchide  all  points^ 
of  law  within  fix  months ;  let  Kim  reckon 
thofe  who  are  unprepared  for  this^as  con- 
rifted;  then  wiU  the  lawyers  avoid  all 
fraudulent  delay,  and  not  fuflfer  their  cKents 
to  be  the  fuflferers  by  it  any  longer. 
'  But  if  the  judges  will  not  be  convinced  v 
if  they  exclaim  againft  me  5  if  they  boaft 
6f  thetr  labours,  integrity,  and  learning, 
aftd  complain  of  the  unreafonable  reftratnc 
of  fix  months,  I  will  flicw  n^y  regard  for 
^nij  by  dqfiring  you  to  cafe  riieim  of  this? 
bfirthen.  Command  tHem  to  diftributd 
ibme  part  of  thi$  weight  of  bufinefs  an;)ong 
ftseh  learned  touniellorft  a»  are  Efficient  fop 
this  piirpofe :  there  are  many  able  men  who 
might  affift.  them,  and  let  tbeni  decree  of 
themfelves,  or  with  others  ^  it  will  be  ibr 
the  public  good,  if  they  keep  not  the 
client  in  fu^enfe.  beyond  the  limited  time. 
But  if  you  believe  me.  Sire,  the  judges^, 
in  this,  cafe;:  will  recover  theirlHrcngth.  tp 

2^ 
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go  thrw^  the  fatigues  of  the  bofineft, 
nuher  than  fufier  the  ftroam  of  power  and 
profit  to  flow  into  another  channeL  Im^ 
pofe  moxfs  hufine&  upon  tbem>  and  thofe 
who  wtie  htdy  fa  weaiy,  will  difdia^  xc 
without  any  coadjutors.;  efpeciatty  if  s 
penalty  be  infii£bed  on  the  breakers  of  thh 
l$m,  cooceming  the  linqted  term*  .  : 

But  you  will  zSkr  porbapsy  what.  fhal| 
become  of  die  old  fuits  thafi  h^e  beeii  fi) 
long  depending  ? — ^This  year  of  grace  will 
not  be  fufficicnt  for  them  ?— For  this  purr 
pofe>  let  €Qmmi01(Hiers  be  appointed  to 
aflift  the  judges,  though  againft  th^ir 
wills.  Their  commiffion  ihall  not  eKcee4 
fix  months;  and  let  them  clear  ^U  ibe 
courts  of  thefe  caufe?^.  And  the  courts  of 
juftice  being  thus  purged  of  all  their  cor- 
ruptions, need  not  to  defer  above  a  year, 
henceforward,  the  punifhment  of  injuftice, 
or-the  fatisfaftion  of  the  injured  party." 

Ibburanes  feemed  to  have  hit  upon  the 
right  remedy  for  thcfe  evils,  but  becaufe 
it  is  -  fometimes  dangerous  to  give  very 
ftrong  phyfic  to  difeafed  bodies,  the  king 

deferred 
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deferred  this  courfe  till  the  magiftrates  could 
be  called  together^  and  new  laws  could  be 
enafted  with  unanimous  confent:  for  it 
was  not  expedient,  that  the  people's  awful 
refpeft  to  the  laws  fhould  be  weakened  ^ 
and  it  was  to  be  feared,  if  thefe  reforma- 
tions were  made  too  precipitately,  it  would 
have  more  the  appearance  of  revenge  and 
punifhment,  than  of  care  for  poftcrity. 
Meleander,  however,  granted  the  othev 
demands  of  the  people,  and  invited  them 
to  the  celebration  of  the  birth-day  of  Ar- 
genis.  He  promifed  them,  that  the  abufes 
in  the  courts  of  juftice  fhould  be  hereafter 
reformed  and  regulated;  and  committed 
the  charge  of  preparing  thefe  new  laws  tft 
the  care  of  Cleobulus^ 
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^  great  number  of  Sicilians  c0ne  to  court  in 
-  honour  of  the  birtb-day  of  Argents.    A  de^ 
fcription  of  the  maffue.    The  fride  and 
magnificonco  of  Radirobanei. 

AT  this  time  not  only  die  deputies  of 
'  the  cities,  bat  a  number  of  perfons 
of  all  forts  and  conditions  fo  filled  Eiperfte, 
that  Radirobanes,  who  fat  brooding  over 
his  intended  treachery,  was  at  firft  afraid^ 
left  in  th6  midft  of  that  confluence  of  Si- 
cilians he  fliould  not  be  able  to  carry  off 
Argenis:  yet,  on  the  other  fide,  he  confix 
dered,  that  in  a  confufed  and  diibrderly 
multitude  Meleander's  friends  and  afliftants 
\yould  bclefs  able  to  come  to  aid  him.  In  the 
mean  time  he  fpared  neither  cofts  nor.  pains 
for  fctting  forth  his  intended  mafque ;  for 
he  deligned  to  gain  himfelf  credit  by  his 
magnificence  and  gallantry,and  to  leiTcn  the 
difhonour  of  his  intended  aftion  by  pre- 
vioufly  gaining  the  admiration  and  good 

.  will 
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will  of  the  people.  On  the  eve  of  Argenis's 
birth-day,  the  great  hall  of  the  palace  was 
appointed  for  the  mafquc.  After  fupper, 
a  gceat  iiutnber  of  Sicilians  and  Sardinians 
came  thither.  The  officers  and  guards  who 
W^i;e  placed  at  the  doors .  and  pa0ages, 
courd  not  keep  in  or(kr  thofc  that  prefibd 
forward,  infomuch  that  the  croud  and 
ti?mi>It,  and  the  noife  of  fuch  as  were  beaten 
Back, '  became  a  part  of  the  Ipeftade.  Mc- 
kaBdei"  himfelf  went  to  the  door,  finding 
riie  authority  of  his  officers  availed  nothing, 
and  imreated  rhem  not  to  trouble  the  com- 
pany ahd  fpoil  the  flicw.  Archombrotus 
wft  near  the  king,  whom  he  defired  to  let 
in  fuch  as  he  thought  proper,  and  make  ufe 
of  his  authority  to  keep  out  the  reft.  But 
he^  pleafed  by  any  means  to  confound  and 
Vex  Radirobanes,  endeavoured  to  drfturb 
the  mafque ;  and,  as  if  unable  to  reflft  the 
multitude,  ordered  the  doors  to-  be  thrown 
open,  when  they  ruflied  in  like  a  torrent, 
and  the  paflages  were  fo  choaked  up  that 
they  were  not  able  to  move  either  way. 
Meleander  was  very  angry,  but  he  could 

not 
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not  be  hc^  for  feme  time,  rill  the  people 
at  length  grew  aihamed  of  themfelves,  and 
giving  way  hj  degrees  grew  quiet.  Euri* 
medes  reproved  them  ftiarply ;  butAr- 
chombrotus  rejoiced  in  filence,  when  he 
heard  that  Radirobanes  was  fo  enraged  at 
this  diforder,  that,  throwing  afide  his  mat 
querade  habit,  he  threatened  to  have  the 
engines  broken  in  pieces,  that  were  con- 
trived to  introduce  the  Gods  as  coming 
down  from  the  heavens.  At  length,  by 
the  endeavours  of  Eurimedes,  every  thing 
was  quiet,  and  a  place  made  clear  for  Me- 
leander  and  Argenis*  And  prcfently,  fof 
the  prologue,  four  Satyrs  came  from*  behind 
the  curtain,  and  having  performed  a  dance 
in  charafter,  they  gave  papers  of  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  maique  to  the  king  and  Argenis^ 
and  fcattered  other  copies  among  tha 
people.  i  .  . 

In  the  oiean  time  the  trumpets  founding 
before  the  Ihew,  a  flame  like  lightning 
broke  out  of  the  counterfeit  clouds.  Then 
the  falfe  heaven,  that  they  had  contrived 
in  the  roof^.  began  to  mow,  aod. opening 

dif- 
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difcovered  an  imitatioA  of  the  ft^^  by  the 
lights  placed  behind  them,. and  by  their 
brighcnefs  fet  off  the  ornaments  of  gold  and 
{Hirple- that  were  near  thehk  There  were 
three  divifions  i&  thefe  celeilial  regions :  in 
the  midft  fat  Jupiter,  in  the  others  Neptune 
and  Pluto :  about  them  were  a  number  of 
beautiful  boys,  drefled  like  Cupids,  as  their 
attendants,  with  bows  at  their  backs,  and 
each  brandifhed  two  darts  in  his  hand. 
Thefe  came  forward  upon  the  ftagc  with 
their  lords,  and  ran  over  it  in  a  fantaftic 
kind  of  dance.  J  upiter  obferving  the  mufic^ 
feemed  to  confer  with  his  brothers,  and 
|)refently,  as  if  they  could  not  agree  in  their 
Remands,  they  feparated  into  different 
quarters  of  the  ftage.  When  they  had  done 
thus  twice  or  thrice,  fuddenly  theGoddcfs 
Fortune  appearedfitting  upon  a  globe,  and 
hiding*  in  her  lap  the  crpwns  and  fceptres, 
and  other  enfigns  of  the  kingdoms  for 
which  the  Godsdifputcd.  She  beckoned 
them  to  her  i  they  came,  guiding  their  fteps 
by  the.  mufic,  and  putting  their  hands  into 
her  Up;   Jupiter  drew  the  three  forked 

lightning 
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lightning  of  gold  ;  Neptune  the  trident 
that  commands  the  oc^an  ;  as(d  Piuto^ 
the  leaft  pleafed^  drew  .die  black  fceptre 
of  hell. 

Then  Suddenly  another  doud  brought 
down  to  Jupiter,  as  king  of  heai^n^  the 
moft  eminent  of  the  celeftial  powers.  Mars, 
Apollo,  and  Mercury :  prefently  the  fea  be- 
gan to  fwell  with  rolling  waves,  in  which 
was  a  rock  covered  with  fea-wceds  and 
(hells,  from  which  Proteus,  Triton,  and 
Glaucus  came  to  attend  their  maftcr  Nep- 
tune :  the  mufic  in  the  mean  time  imitated 
the  roaring  of  the  fea.  Scarcely  had  Neptune 
taken  notice  of  them,  when  from  another 
part  the  earth  feemed  to  open,  and  gave  a 
diftant  profpc6b  of  the  Elyfian  fields,  and 
fcnt  up  Minos,  ^acus,  and  Radamanthus, 
as  if  aftoniftied  at  the  light,  by  whofe  per- 
fuafion  the  great  Pluto  accepted  his  infer- 
nal kingdom.  The  celeHial  ^cities  were 
Cloathcd  in  purple-,  the  Gods  of  the  ocean 
in  feagreen ;  the  infernals  in  dark  mantles, 
awfully  dreadful.  Each  of  them  had  his 
proper    ornaments:    fun-beams  glittered 

about 
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about  Apollo's  head.  Mars  had  his  warKke 
attributes,  and  his  fpear  /n  his  band.    Mer« 
cury  was  diftinguifhed  by  his  petafus  on 
his  head,    wings  on  his  feet,    and  in  his 
hand  the  famous  -caduceas,' whofe^  power 
caufes  deep.  Triton  had  a  crooked  truenpet 
by  his  fide.     Proteus  had  a  double  face, 
that  ihewed    his    difpoficion    to    change. 
Glaucus  had  fuch  a  beard  as  he  wore  when 
he  niet  with  the  wondrous  herb  near  An- 
thedon.      Minos    on    his   garment    had 
embroidered  a  hundred  cities,    ^acus's 
robe  was  covered  with  an  oak,  and  pif- . 
mires  creeping  round  it.     Radamanthus 
carried  the  chimsera  of  his  Lycia ;  while 
BellcropHon,  mounted  upon  Pegafus,  and 
taught  by  Minerva  to  manage  him,  deftroyed 
the  hideous  raonftcr.     Every  one  in  thefe 
habits  danced  fuitabltf  to  their  charafters ; 
the  heavenly  deities  more  gracefully^  the 
Sea-gods  more  rudely ;  the  infernals  with 
frowning  countenances,  and  looks  of  anger 
andfcorn :  yet  the  motbns  of  thefe  different 
Gods,  fo  unlike  in  ch^ader,  were  governejd 
by  the  fame  cweert  of  mufic  5  and  they 

danced 
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daoced  in  v^ous  figxires,  according  to  the 
direction  of  the  Inftruments.  Whea  theie 
figures  were  all  ended,  Radirobanes,  who 
wore  the  habit  of  Jupiter,  came  and  offered 
his  hand  to  Argenis,  and  (he  accepting  his 
invitation  with  a  graceful  majefty,  came 
forward  upon  the  ftage,  and  danced  with 
.him..  Then  the  chief  ladies  and  their 
attendants  alfo  danced;  and  afterwards  the 
twelve  Gods,  with  a  new  meafure,  con- 
cluded the  mafque,  and  th?y  made  their 
exit  different  ways.  Jupiter  and  his  at- 
tendants returned  into  heaven  by  the  lame 
machine  in  which  they  defcended;  Neptune 
and  his  followeris  into  t|ie  fea ;  and  Pluto, 
attended  by  torches,  feemcd  to  defcend  to 
his  infernal  dominions.  After  this  a  fliower 
of  fweet  waters  dropped  from  the  artificial 
clouds,  which  fprinkled  all  the  Ipedators. 
Moft.  of  the  company  admired  the  inven- 
tion and  execution  of  this  fuperb  and 
princely  entertainment:  fome  praifcd  the 
magnificence  *  of  "kadirobanes  5  others  his 
gallantry ;  and  all  went  .away  fatisfied. 
But  Jie,  full  of  bis  intended  villany,  could 

take 
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tjflcc  no  reft  that  night.  Early  in  die  morn- 
ing he  went  down  to  the  harbour  to  fee  his 
galley,  to  the  launching  t>f  which  he  had 
invited  Mclcander  and  Argenis.  Then  he 
went  to  fee  the  place  where  the  feaft  was  to 
be  prepared.  They  had  eredked  large  tents 
for  the  occafion,  and  covered  the  flooring 
with  carpet$.  They  were  ornamented  after 
a  rural  manner,  with  ivy  and  other  greens ; 
and  many  garlands,  with  the  name  of  Ar- 
genis  interwoven.  Over  the  feat  where  the 
lady  was  to  fit,  was  a  canopy  adorned  with 
laurel,  under  which  were  the  following 
verfes  written. 

O  maidy  to  whom  in  beauty's  bloom  woold  yield 
Venas  herfelf,  and  Jano  quit  the  field ; 
And  fhe  whofe  helm  the  olive  wreath  dodi  grac^ 
Deign  to  approach,  and  dignify  this  place. 
Gire  loftre  to  this  feat,  as  Cynthia  bright 
deceives  from  Phcebos^  rays  refleAed  light. 
Thus  when  the  fword  of  i^ar  its  rage  dotk  ceafe. 
And  altars  fmoke  with  facrifice  for  peace, 
Pallas  lays  by  her  frowns,  grants  all  reqaefts. 
And  graciottily  partakes  her  foppliants  feafts. 
Oh  come,  and  from  the  ihore  enflame  with  love 
The  fea-greenGods!-PleasM  Neptone  mounts  above 
His  curling  waves,  but,  wounded  by  thy  fight. 
He  fighs#  and  thinks  not  Thetis  half  fo  bright* 


THE    PHCENIX:         7% 

CHAP.    XXIV. 

fbe  preparations  of  the  king  of  Sardinia^  /• 
carry  away  Mekander  and  Argents.  His 
contrivance  to  detain  them. '  Arcbombrotus 
difcovers  the  treafon. 

MELE  ANDER,:tIiat  mornirtg,  after 
he  had  facrificed  to  the  Gods^  called; 
for  the  deputies  of  xht  cities^  aad  fhewed 
them  ift  how  many  tKifigi  he  had  complied 
with  their  rcqyefts. .  He  commanded  the 
edi^,  which  Ckobuliish^  drawn  up,  tO' 
be  fet  iq)  in  the  market-place,, aa^  fcnt  tp 
all  parts  of  the  kingdom.     He  i^lib  pro- 
mifed  them  that  the  reformations  4n  all  the; 
courts  of  juftice  (hould  in  due  ti^ie  be  put 
in  execution^:  which  thbgs  being  prcfendy' 
divulged,  the  people  y^ere  overjoyed^  both 
on  this  account,  and  for  the  feftival  of  the 
day :  and  they  followed  the*  princes  to  the . 
tents  of  Radirobanes  with  loud  fliouts  and 
inceflant  acclamations.  . 

But  Radirobanes,  when  he  faw  Argents 
coming  as  a  certain  prey  into  his  fnare,  was 

Vol.  III.  E  filled 
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filled  with  a  joy  of  a  different  kind  than  they 
fuppofed.  He  caufed^dinncr  to  be  fervcd 
i^  in  a  snoft  Colcma  and  courtly  manner;, 
and  it  was  aear  evening  before  they  rqfe 
from  dinner  to  fee  the  galley  launched. 
The  trumpets  and  cornets  rcfounded  every^ 
where  along  the  fhore.  From  the  top 
cf  iSkCc  ihip^$3is^  hing  i^reandfr-  of  rib- 
band  of  VHit0O&colo(^9^  carridd  abdut^witt^- 
every  breach  of  wind^  The  deck  Was  filled 
wl^  £ular&  andibidiirrs^as  if  the  (bip  had 
been  uiuler  fail  for  a  fea-fight .  op  triumph. 
The  l>0at»  and  the  Ihore  were  filled  with 
people,  'mho  made,  repeated  {housings  as 
often  as  the  trumpets  gave  notice  that  the 
ftip  advanced  forward. 

It  was-ordered  on  pwpofe  to  be.  very  l^ite 
h^fibre  the  gaUey  W4&  launched ;  but  Radi^ 
robanes  h^ld  Meleander  in  expctftatioa  of 
his  fire-works,  which  were  to  be  played  off 
ftom  xhttt  boats^  dn  the  wauefc  The  fpcc- 
tacors  were  allured  by  i^  noveky  of  the 
invention,  which  few  of  thcnr  had  ever. 
heaedt)£  b«lbce;  With  t^i^.hsreitie  brought 
Mekandec  amlJLtgenkjjockitohi&paEndkM^ 

a«\d 
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and  kept  them  19  diicourfe  about  what  thcf  > 
vfCTG  t0  fee.  While  he  was  talkiog,  the  eKe«> 
cattttti  of  his  irem;bepoua  defigrv  obliged  him^ 
frenncfidy  to  wijckk aw  to  gi?e.  prders  10  Vc^ 
tigaoes^  aad  Ac  reft  that  were  in  t;he  fecret  ^ 
left  by  ,<klay:,  (^  precipitation,  his  hppc; 
ftpuld  be  fruftra«e4  Th^c  w.e^  and  hiih-i 
drcd  lamps  placed  ^out  tfea  teni  whcrci/ 
the  kings  were  to  fit  to  behold  the  fight: 
thefe,.  upw  a  figital  givel!^,  were  ^U  to  be 
eKtingMiflied,  and  imtnediaiCf ly  M^leander 
and  Argeais  weife  tp  be  feized,  s^czrtkd 
into  a  boat^  T^e  nobkmen  and  foldiers^ 
of  Sardinia  were  ordered  to  come  a  few  at- 
a  time  to  the  (hore,  Moft  of  tbeai  were  Ig- 
norant of  the  plot,  but  they  were  ordered 
to  execi^e  whatever  Vertiganes  ibould  di- 
rc6t:  he,  though  unwillingly,  had  the. 
charge  of  this  defperate  enterprize,  with 
two  other  noblemen. 

It,  was  almojB;  beyond  l^elief,  that  Sicily 
jfhpuld  be  preferred  from  fuchnear  iippend- 
mg.ruin  y  but;fuc]^  ate  the  powerful  works, 
of  providence,  that  a  fudden  difappoint- 
ment-  ihould  Qvertakc  the  wicked,  whea 
E^      '    '  they 
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they  think  themfclvcs  moft  fecure  of  fuc- 
cefs,    to  the  end  that  wickedn^fs*  flibuk! 
never  be  free  from  fear,  nor  virtue  in  the 
greateft  danger  without  hope.  It  happened 
that  Archombrotus,  while  others  were  at- 
tentive to  the  launching  of-  the  galley,  dif- 
daining  to  cift  his  eyes  upon  that  fight, 
was  walking  not  far  off  upon  the  faftd.  He 
Vinderftood  the  Sardinian  language,  though 
he  diflfembled  the  knowledge  of  it.     A 
Ibldier  (rf  Radirobanes-s   guard,   but  juft 
pahcd  from  Vertiganes,    met  dne^of  his 
comrades  unarmed.     "Is  It  lawful,  faid 
he,   for  you  alone,   fellow-foldier,    to  be 
here  this  day  without  your  arms  ?- — The 
other  denied  that  he  had  received  any  com- 
mand to  be  armed  ;*and  meeting  two  others, 
they  were  prefently  out  of  the  hearing  of 
Archombrotus.     Wondering  to  what  end 
the  Sardinians  fhould  be  armed  upon  a  day 
of  feftivity,    he  obfcrved  the  habit  of  all 
that  paffed  by,  and  found  not  one  without 
arnis.      Befides  then-   fwotds^    fdme  hid 
ipears,  others  a  javelin,  and  many  bore 
darts  after  the  Italian  manner.  Thefe  things 

bred 
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bred  fufpicions  m  Archombrotua,  of  him- 
ielf  inclin^il^tp  think  ill  of  the  Sardinians. 
Neither  was  it  without  the  appointment  of 
the  ^Qodsy.  that,  he  ihould  harbour  more 
fear  than  fo  flight  a  prcfumption  could  war- 
tant :  .  fbr  that  folditrs .  (hauld  be  armed, 
iBight  have  .eicaped  the  notice  and  examir 
nacioi^  of  one.  lefs  curious.  But  he,  in^ 
fti^jttd  by  love  of  Argenis^  and  hatred  of 
Radirobanes^  did  not  \tn  this  matter  reft; 
**  What,  faid  he,  does  this  often  rcjefted 
lover  meditate  force  at  laft  ?-*— Do  they 
defign ;  to  carry  off  Meleander  as  well  as 
Atgcnis?— Why  are  they  fo  artfully  drawn 
jdowatotheieaTfide?-r>And  why  are  they 
perfuaded  to  ftay  till  night?"— — Struck 
with  apprehenfion  at  the&  conjedures,  he 
thought  thei£  could  be  no  better  means  to 
difcoverthis  confpe-acy  than  by  Vertigancs'g 
brother,  who  had  beca  fickfor  fcveral  days, 
if  the  Sardinians  had  any  treachemus  defigq 
in  hand,  it  was.  not  likely  they  fhould  leave 
him  in  the  town,  and  betray  him  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies.  .  He  weijt  therefore 
♦wth  all  hafte  to  Eipcrfte,  and  going  to  the 
E  3  quarter 
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quarter  appointed  for  the  ftrangers,  he 
•opportundy  met  a  lenraiit  oS  Radirobanes, 
who  had  die  care  of  the  king's  bed-chtm- 
i>er.  He  was  locking  the  door,  and  i^pon 
die  point  of  depardng,  but  Archombrotus 
interrupted  him^  and  defired  kaveto  lode 
4it  ibmething  in  the  chamber.  The  man 
nfpe^ng  the  peribn  of  Archombrotus^ 
and  ignorant  of  his  prince's  defign^  icmpled 
not  to  open  the  door.  Archamhrotus  re- 
inembered»  that  when  he  twice  accompanied 
Meleander  to  Radin4>anes»  hefaw  upon  a 
table  by  his  bed*fide  a  cabinet  of  curious 
workmanfiiip,  made  of  ebony  aiid  ivory^ 
and  inlaid  with  filver^  in  it  he  iieard  that 
*beVkept'his  richeft  jewels,  and  meft  privmt 
letters :  he  caft  his  eyes  v^mt  the  empty 
table,  and. looked  in  vain  for  the  cabi^ 
aU^iim'tfae  clHttDbir.  in^cnier'todeoerre 
the  fervaiit  jie  took  nodoe  «f  two  pia^ure^ 
both  highly  efteemed  by  Radirobanes.  In 
one  of  them  an  eagle  ftooping,  as  it  ieemed, 
from  the  (kies,  fet  a  <:rown  upon  the  head 
of  Radirobanes:  the  othtfr  was  Apollo 
revenging    himfelf  upon    Marfyas,      He 

fecmcd 
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-fbcmed  Mcxamioc  thefe  cfwioiflAy,  ar  if  fae 
caDic  at  parpofe  to  fee  tbem ;  but  bb  txxsk 
liooce  itet*  i^<lflQhing  ^  confeqvcnoe  -wts 
taken  out  of  the  chamber,  but  ofilf  this  . 
valuable  oabinet. 

This  obfervation  ftrcngthening  his  fuf- 
picions  he  came  away,  and  went  to  the 
lodging  of  Vertiganes,  where  he  found  none 
to  let  him  in ;  and  the  folitude  fuiBcicntly 
affurcd  him  that  the  fick  brother  was  car- 
ried away.  Archombrotus  feared,  left  the 
night  and  their  trcafon  fhould  prevent  him, 
while  he  was  fearching  into  tha  bottom  of 
the  defign  with  the  moft  curious  diligence. 
He  thercfiwre  called  two  captains  that  were 
on  guard  at  the  caftle,  and  pretending  that 
he  was  fcnt  by  Meleander,  "  Go,  faid  he, 
to  your  fbldiers,  and  prefcntly  bring  them 
down  privately,  and  without  noife,  to  the 
fea-fide  :  let  them  be  drawa  up  in  compa- 
nies near  the  teilt  of  Radirobanes.  A  fword 
and  javelin  will  be  fufEcient  for  them,  left 
if  they  be  more  armed  they  Ihould  give 
cccafion  for  pbfervation.  I  will  be  upon 
'         E  4  the 
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the  fliore,  and  will  bring  you  the  king's  com- 
mands \  but  go  dire£Uy,  and  by  your  dili- 
gence (hew  your  duty  and  affe&ion  to  the 
king/: 
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Jtrcbamir(4m  confults  Eurimedis.'  ^tbty.dif- 
cover  the  treafon  to  the  king.  Argents 
feigns  berfelf  fick^  and  in/tfis  on  return* 
ing  to  EiperHL  Radirohanes  endeavours^ 
to  Jtop  Argenis  \  but  bis  enterprize  is 
frujirated. 

V 

WHILE  the  officers  were  gone 
about  this  bufmefs,  Archombrotus 
itturned  to  the  fhore,  where,  not  far  from 
Radirobanes's  tent,  he  niet  Eurimedes,  to 
whom  he  fpoke  with  a  difordered  look, 
faying,  "  I  fear  greatly  that  our  fortune 
hath  thrown  us  upon  a  fecond  Lycogenes.** 
—Then  he  told  him  briefly  allthe  figns 
that  he  had  obfervcd.  of  the  treacherous 
defign -, ,  that,  the  cabinet  of  jewels^  was 
taken  away  4  .  that  the .  brother  of  Verti^ 
ganes,  .though  fick,  was  removed  from  his 
lodging  i  and  that  all  the  Sardinians  were 
in^  arms-  Eurimedes  could  hardly  hear 
him. out  before  he  anfwered,  That  he  was 
E5  glad 
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glad  to  find  him  of  the  fame  opimon  with 
himfclf;   that  he  had  for  IbfBc  time  har- 
boured fufpicions  of  the  fame  kind  ;  that 
he  had  obferved  thfe  Sardihians  flocking 
about  the -tent,  as^if  bn  feme  dcfign ;  1>ut 
from  what  Archombrotus  faid,  he  had  no 
doubt  of  tlheir  villainous  intention.  «  What 
Perithdiis  have  We  here?  faid  he— -what 
Thefeus  hath  emboldened  him  to  this  en- 
terprize,  to  accomplifh   his  marriage  by 
force  ? — But  we  muft  tife  artifice  that  the 
king  may  fufFer  himfelf  to   be  delivered 
from  his  danger ;  for  he  is  as  cautious  of 
offending  Radirobanes,  as  he  is  carelefs  of 
himfelf.     Go  you,  therefore,  firft  to  him, 
Archomibrotus ;  and  when  you  have  awak- 
cned  him  with  the  greatncfs  of  the  danger, 
I  will  fecond  you,  and  ftrengthen  the  evi- 
dence of  it.     In  the  mean  time,.  I  will 
bring  together  the  foldiers  that  (hould  be 
upon  guard  to-night,  and  place  them  fo  as 
to  be  near  at  hand  in  cafe  we  Ihould  have 
occafion  for  them.** 

It  happened  fortunately,  that  when  Ar- 
chombrotus  came  into  the  tent,  Radirobanes 

was 


#as  fpeakiog  xo  .Ar^genis,  4nd  Meloander 
^ifengagedt  £q  svhom  he  ijpQkje  in  a  .Iq.w 
vaicq,  &ying»  ''  I  puc  ^on  ^  coiuHep^ncfl 
qui^  foi;eig»  to  tbe  n^w«  J  fe^c  co  iinpiart» 
tlMt^Mfe  pi^ricide^  f^  iipt  t^k  I  dCMRC 
to  wafJi  ^u  of  y^MT  daoger.  O  my  lord» 
this  poBs^is  ptrpared  ,£ar  tbc  iacoificc  naf 
yoerlbitf  tod  «f  j^our  daughficCf-^Radira* 
iwies  liefigits  $Q  iette  on  yioo  bantv  and 
^ariy  7x>u  away.  *— For  tchis  pni^fe  tjip 
ih^w  they  hum  pfiomi&d  groa  k  deflscred 
till  k  13  l^lKU  thftt  ihe  fii^c  may  dqcosafe 
yourconfis&OTj  aiKl?cwjer  ithcbr*  treadicry/* 
Wh^e  hcwf^jf^ii^  XC9fym  fbr  thefe  ap- 
prehenlions,  Eurimedes  came  In  and  con- 
firmed  nhex.  be  had  faid,  and  fiUed  the 
Jcing  vricfa  iezjt  and  aftonkOuxient.  lie 
atked,  ^hat  advice  ooxiid  they  give  on  £> 
.Hidden  aa  emergency  ?— They  agreed  that 
.  he  muft  either  pnefently  return  to  the  cicy^ 
or  :ftay  there  under  the  guard  of  his  xma. 
ibldkcs;  but  they  thought  it  the  befl: 
xourfeto  efcape  .to  Eipi^rfte,  for^fo  many: 
Soldiers  could  not  be  drawn  together  with-i 
om  iMpiGion^fo  tjiatihcy  might  feenl  rather 
E  6  ta 
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to  oflfer  an  injury  than  prevent  one :  and 
befides,  why  fhould  Meleandcr  put  himfclf 
into  danger  ?  or  why  Argcnis  ?— 'And  per- 
haps   the  Sardinians  had  contrived  ti^eir 
treafon  to  be  executed  by  fome  ftratagem 
in  the  nighty  and  a  tumultuous  oppofition 
would  be  of  no  fervice.    ^^  I  will  go  quietly 
out  of  the  tent,  ikid  Mekander,  as  if  to 
walk,  and  perfuade  Radirobanes  and  Ar^ 
genis  to  follow  me.    Eurimedes  (hall  ad- 
vife  her,  as  fbon  as  we  arc  got  among  oor 
own  people^  to  feign  herfelf  fick :  this  witt 
be  a  good  excule  for  her  departure,  and  f> 
as  being  concern^  for  her  diforder^  will 
follow  hen** 

When  he  had  taken  this  refbktion,  he 
fuddenly  turned   to    Radirobanes,    ^'We 
lofe,  faid  he,  a  moft  charming  evenings 
.  now  the  fun  declines^  the  air  is^  pleafant, 
,  and  we  ihall  have  fitting  enough  when  the 
< .  fire-works  are  to  be  feen."     With  this  he 
.  arofe  and  went  out  of  the  tent,  apd  all  the 
company  foUawed  him.    Meleander  en- 
tered into  difcourfc  with  Radirobanes,  that 
Eurimedes  might  fignify  his  intentions,  to 

Argenia* 


J 
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Argents.  She  was  already  confounded  with 
fudden  apprehenfion  |  and  though  Verti* 
ganes  prevented  Eurimedes  from  e^tfpiain- 
ing  the  ground  of  their  fuip^cions,  her 
feaif  ul  agicatibM  were  not  far  fpom  the 
truths 

III  the  mean  time,  Archombrotus, 
wherever  he  m«t  any  of  the  Sicilians,  de- 
fiined  them  m»  to  go  far  fVom^che  king; 
and  by  this  time  the  ibldiers  (Mxiered  by 
himfelf  and  Eurimedes,  were  advancing  in 
fmall  companies,  and  ^fcatteredv  about  the 
fields;  when  Argenii Idaiied  upon Seleniffa, 
and  with  a  faint  voice  (aid,  <^  Lam  taken 
very  ill,  mother."  kadirobanes,  amazed 
at  the  fudden  accident,  called  for. wine, 
water,  and  pofumes  with  die  greateft 
eameftnefs.  PrdCbntly  a  number  of  people 
gathered  about  her.  'Meleander,  who  was 
a  litde  before,  turned  back,  feeming  af- 
frighted at  her  indifpofidon .;  but  Argenis 
called  for  her  litter,  that  fhe  might  be  car- 
ried to  the  town.  Being,  afked  what  was 
.her  diibrder^  fiie'  £alci  fhe  was ;  fick  at  the 
heart,  her  head  was  giddy,  and  her  eye-fight 
'     ^  failed 


&il6d  Jier.«*^fiut  fUdurofat^q;  rruad  out» 
t^tsc  was  no  nc^d<p£  i(heik8er,^4^e.  mjg^ 
iiwddr  ^  carriod  biiv:k  po  bU  «eot.  Mek* 
-Aader  leftcufed  hec,  %iog>  It  was  beiier  tfar 
fhfer  t9  return  to  the  towa^  both  for  >qttkt 
and  srfliftance  -,  and  called  for  the  litter  m 
be  haftenod^.g^viqg  thanks  to  Radtrobanes 
ior  bis  etscctfOw^/kifidii^s  m  wifiiiiig  to  tidse 
•upon  himifilf  the  trovibfe«f  aaother'^s  itck'- 
viefs.  fiat  R«dinaib»fl5,  mot  careftQ  far 
.jligents.  only,  :b>at.  flor  the  Juccefs.  of  his 
-ctitccpme,'  re&fird  to  fif er  the  lady  2M  -be 
.carjutid  a.^hole  mik  to  EiporAe  m  the  filft 
.^iof  rherTickAeis,  ^nd  (till  infiftBfl.upon 
ber  bcdngxarriod  back  tOihis  ^avUkn. 

^11  thelb  difputes  paffiKl  as  .in  ircijExrocal 

limseandddndiieis,  tillVeniganfiSfptkatefy 

tqiA  -^uuttrobaness  that  £nce  the  ibcce&.of 

:  bis  ostiMetpnze  -was  Jiot  fo  Jamked  to  that 

day,  but  that  it  might  be  executed  on  aa- 

oher,  he  had  better  fufl^  Argenis  to  dc- 

'l>art,  and  attend  her  faimfelf  to  Eiper£fat, 

:  deferring  the  fhew  of  hisfiie^ovorks  till  fke 

recovered ;  and  her  father,  with  the  £iine 

unfufpiciaus  fimpliciiy,  vwould  -again  put 

kcr 
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her  and  himfclf  into  his  power.  He  had 
alm^  perfoaded  hmu  when  kadirot^nes^s 
phf&ciimxxmc  to  the  aSiftance  of  At^enis^ 
^Ihoibdmg  ibor  pulfe,  and  obfehvihg  her 
tyes  amdJiertnamier  of  breathing,  firft  be- 
gan to  wonder,  and  then  to  deny  that  he 
fevmd  in  her  asiy  iign$  of  fioknefs  at  att. 
Ttrmidg  thtfwfore  to  54ele««der,  wirii-^an 
heneft  phinnefs  he  deBced  hicD  40  lay  afidlB 
h»  eppiefaeniiofls ;  for  whaeever  aikd  hor» 
it  was  of  no  confeqaence  at  all.  £ut  Ha- 
iHfobanrs  was  ftruck  with  a  fad  conjee^ 
ture,and  perceived  that  ibe  feigned  fickndfs 
only  to  colour  her  efcape.  Wondeiisg 
who  had  difcovered  his  plot,  be  fell  into  a 
ipiblentpaffion,  and  liooking  about  for  his 
people^  belaid  his  hand  upon  his  fwood; 
when  ^he  .perxiek^ed  that  tliere  were  fewer 
Sardinians  than  /Sicilians  about  bim,  abd 
that  if  be  came  to  blows,  he  could  nDt 
prbmlfc  himiSilf  the  vidtory. 

In  the  mean  time  Mvfeander'sjphy^cito 
aBb  came,  who,  being  previoufiy  inflru£ted 
by  Eurimeders,  -gave  a  diflfcrcnt  judgment 
of  AigenisJs  fxcknefs  than  the  other  had 

done* 
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^one.  He  faid  that  it  was  a  daogerousi 
diforder,  and  might  be  of  long  continuaace  ; 
that  ihe  fiiould  be  carried  bcmie  direfkly^ 
for  all  delay  was  of  b^  coniequeoce  ta 
her.  The  firft  phyfkian  was  offended  that 
his  ikill  was  defptfed,  and  began  a  difpuce 
with  him,  What,figns  of  ficknefe  did  he 
fee  in  the  lady  ? — in  her  countenance-rin 
iier  pulfe-f^'m  the  colour  of  licr  lips  ?-~^ 
.The  Sicilian  noaintained  his  opinion  nolefs 
'Waroily,  and  certainly  thert:  had  been  a& 
-^excellent  leflure  on  die  uncertainty  of  the 
ifcience  of  medicine,  if  the  importance  of 
the  bufinefs  couki  have  left  any  soom  for 
fuch  refleftions.       . 

But  while  thefe  two  were  wrangling,  the 

/fitter  was  brought^  and  Argehia  got  into 

'.k.   .Radirobanesftriving  with  his  lafte^i- 

idcavoucs  to  prevent  her   retur©^  loft  all 

vtcmpcn  Hft  laid  his  hands  upon  the  Utter, 

and  now  more  than-  intreat^d  Argenis  to 

r  ftay.    The  conteiitioB  alfo  begao.  between 

-the  Sicilian's  and  Sardinians,,  and  Archom- 

brotus  v^as  going  by  force  to  free  the  litter 

which  Radirobancs  ftopped  j   but  Mek- 

ander 
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an^r  threw  himfelf  between  them.— Let 
Sicily  facrifice  tp  ,the  Gbds  for  the  fortune 
of  that  day !  —How  much  noble  blood 
was  ready  to  be  fpilt  in  that  conteft !  -^ 
An  earthquake  ready  to  fwallow  Sicily^ 
and  deftroy  Polyarchus,  though  abfcnt! 
But  the  prudence  of  Mcleander  brought 
this  biifine^  to  a  more  quiet  coticluHoh. 
The  king  of  Sardinia  was  Earned  t^  oflftr 
.  violence  to  Meleander  while  fpfcaking 
kindly  to  him  as  his  gueft  and  friend ;  h 
the  tuoiult  being  in  fome  meafure  quieted, 
and  Argents  gone,  Meleand^f^  furrounddd 
mth  troops  of  kk  OYtn  foldiers^  rtturoid  iii 
fiutty  to  ^|M£I& 


A 
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Radiroinines;  n^ith  it  countenance  ua^ 
.  moved,  ai  if  he  had  njot  heard  Vertigancs, 
•went  into  (b^.bpat  thjit  waited  for  him,  not 
4>cakii9g  a  ^ord  till  he  cainc  en  hoard  bis 
galley.'.  But  when  he  was  in  his  cabin  with 
only  three  Qf  his  nobles,  and  began  to  rc- 
.coyer  from  the  black  mifts  that  obfcured 
^and  cpnfu&d  [his  mind,  he  &x&^  tore  from 
hk^  iieck  :Cb€;  picture  of  ^rg^nis,  for^ 
o^ec  fafliops  hadmxv^  giyen  place  to  anger 
^d  hatred.  Then  looking^ upon  Veni- 
;ganes^  ^^  I  will  make  this  a  n)ore  unfbrtu^ 
fiftte  d^  to^Meleander  t^an  jtq,  me,  faid 
jji^^l  ^iU^ma^c  him.  hate  Argeius  fiiU 
i«fO^^  t^  he  does  n^e.^-^  "^^  9^^H^f  ^ 
office  .of  the  furies,  ruiathe  peace  of  the 
father,  awjlihp  character  of  the  daughter  j 
1^, y^l . S,  at.^l^fim:  enjoy  my  vcngpaAce, 
fXi4  P^'  pkaAire  in  the:mifefie6  of  my 
/?n^5n^ic^--T9f *if it  i^baU/Mit  rpj^convc^iencei 
liwiUmsjke  war  upon  0^em  befidcs.--T 
%ing  me  nay  tablets  5 1  will  write  to  them." 
Safeying>  he  imedia»ly  wcote  a  letter  to 
^luseffe^:  r  ;     :     ..     r 

Radiro- 
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RA]>IROfrANSS    to  MeLEANDER.    * 

'tX/'HEN  1    oppofed  your  enemies,   I* 
'  Icncw  not  that  yoii  were  irnworthy-df  • 
a  friend  ;  I  ought  therefore  to  afk  patdon^ 
of  the  Sietliatis,  who  would  have  been  freed: 
from  your  tyranny,  if  I  h^notfuhdued 
them,  and  refiored  then*  to  your  powet  and ' 
cruelty.  '  If  the  fight  of  me  wais  grdwn 
irkfome  to'  you,  by  -Whbfe  meins  you  are  • 
yet  a  kmg,  you  might  have  parted  with  me* 
in  a  more  honourable  manner,  than  to' 
lifand  my  name  with  infamy ;  foryouniade 
it  appear  to  all  nfieri,  that  you  feared  me  as^ 
an  enemy  and'  betrayer,    when  Argenis* 
feigned  lierfeif  fick,   and  you  withdrew 
haftily  from  my  payilion ;'   fo  by  the  fufpi-* 
don  of  ^n  injuty,you  endeavoured  to  cancel' 
your  dbiigations  ^o  nie^;'    as  if  I  deflgned 
by  force  to  make 'Argenis 'hiy'  wife,  wJiof 
tefufed  the  honour  1  once  indeed  intended 
her.     But  mankind  will   not  be   fo    de- 
ceived; for^waSl  likely  to  wrong  yki,  who 
liazardedmy  life  fo  ddftnd^youf^minjury? 
—But  be  not  you  henceforward  fo  proud  oi^ 

your  Argenisj  for  knoW,  that  the  royal 
^  -  blood 


94         THE    P  HIE  NIX 

blood  a£  Sardimai  caadoit  bcax  •<dii(bo90ttr- 
able  marriage*  Withwhai:  eyes  flitovid^  t 
fee  her  lifted  over  my  tflnreihold,  who  fs 
uowbrtby  of  the  nuptial  girdle,  the  fnaidea. 
garland,  cfr  any  .other  fig|;i  of  vi^ioi^i 
luving  long.  Uv€d  ia;  indecent^  familianXjp 
^ith  ^  privafie  mjw,  on^  j^^^K^rcl^vi^  ?7— T* 
Do  my  ^moi^ds  furp^ze  yap  i-^^t  yoiducon^ 
founded  at  the  fhame&il  ftof)^  ?>-7>joja»  that 
are  fo  much  afraid  of  yourfr}eqds,,fcami;eC 
'lyhom  you  ihouldhaye  been  afraid  !•— That 
Theoc^inerwhom  your  credulity  thought  tO; 
he  FalJaS)  was  the  ppUy  ter  of  yaur  houie  ^  oiy 
to  fpeakfti  U  more  plainly,  k  wa:^^olyarchujs». 
who  under  that  name  deceived  you.  By  the 
contrivance  of  Argenis  he  was  firft  admitted 
kito  the  cai^e  as  a  virgin^  and  afterwards, 
injtp  the  le^iple  as.  a.  Goddefe*  Can  you 
l^eiieveber  chafte, .  who  concealed  a  man  ia 
!^  cattle  de^icate4  ta  women  only,  who 
fo  loqg  converfed  with  her  lover,  and  who 
^^ly  deccix?^  her  fatter  J^Eorbear  youc 
bafe  iia^idona  of  nm,  uoworth)i  of  m^ 
fpVit  and  dignity v^  a^  if  ji,  knqwing  thi^ 
•     .....,:.  .  ,o  .;  •  w  ,.  flumld 
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{hoald  cORtiat^Q  to  dcfire  her  m  marriage/ 
I  conSekji  when  I  firft  came  hkficr,^*i3tforc 
I  ktt&^  of  thii  blemifli  in  her  chafa^er,  I 
defined'  her  for  trtf  wifir:  but  the  Gb4^ 
were  more  graciems  to  Sardinia,  and  you 
xicgie6lcd  the  opportunity  fo  have  made  me 
your  fon-in-law;  and  when  F  knew the^ftory/ 
I  kept  it  to  myfclf,  arid  tftd  hot-expbfe  fcer 
to  ihame.  Enjoy  your  daughter,  and  your 
kingdom  reftored  by  my  hand ;  but  that 
your  ingratitude  may  not  be  rewarded,  nor 
you  make  a  feoff  of  my  eafinefs  of  temper, 
repay  me  a  part  of  the  expences  I  have 
borne  in  this  expedition^  It  hath  coft  me— 
befides  the  blood  of  my  fubjeds,  1  will  not 
fpeak  of  my  own  labours,  becaufe  I  am  not 
ufed  to  fell  my  fricndfhip ;  but  it  is  not 
reafonable,  that  the  treafury  of  Sardinia 
fhould  fuffer  for  you.  I  am  contented  to 
value  my  expences  at  three  hundred  talents. 
How  much  more  I  have  fpent,  you  may 
learn  from  my  trcafurer ;  but  pay  me  this 
trifling'fum,  unlefe  you  had  rather  I  fhould 
take   it  by  force.     To    renounce    your 

friendfixip 
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friendihip  were  fuper&QOQS ;  you  did  it  firft 
by  thc^rang^  you  have  donp  mci  boc  by 
what  I  have  told  you,  you  may  judge  a£ 
my  honour  and  fideliqr ,  for  till  I  wbs  OHn- 
pellcd  to  do  qnyfelf  juftice,  I  did  not  dcfire 
to  make  you  milerable ;  but,  as  long  as  I 
could  poflibly,  I  fuflfered  you  to  think  weU 
of  your  Aigenis.««»FareweL 
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A  herald  fent  from  Radirabanes  to  Mdeander.  - 
The  king  reads  the  letter  to  Argents.  She 
fends  for^Seleniffa^  and  juftifies  berfelf  to 
Seleniffa^s  confufion. 

AS  loon  as  he  had  written  this  letter^' 
proud  of  his  intended  mifchief,  he 
called  fome  of  his  moft  trufty  friends,  and 
fhewed  it  them,  almdft  forgetting  his  owii 
pain  in  the  hope  of  making  others  tin- 
happy.  They  were  aftonifhed  at  the  tun- 
ing of  the  contrivance,  and  in  their  hearts 
fliuddered  at  the  bafenefs  of  it ;  but  fuch 
is  the  wretchcdnefs  of  a  ftate  of  flavery, 
they  fraifed  that  openly  which  inwardly  they 
deteftcd.  It  was  then  debated  who  (hould 
carry  this  letter  to  Meleander,  for  it  feemed 
a  dangerous  infult,  and  might  be  fatal  to 
him  who  Ihould  undertake  it.  But  Radi* 
robanes,  who  made  little  account  of  the 
lives  of  hisfervants,  "Let  notthemeffenger 
know  his  danger,  faid  he,— he  will  go 
without  fear,  thinking  my  name  to  be  his 
Vol.  III.  F  fccurity. 
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fccurity.  —^  And  if  Melcandcr  fhould  vent 
his  anger  upon  him,  it  will  be  an  advantage 
to  me  to  gain  a  pretence  to  break  openly 
with  him/*  When  they  had  refolved  on 
this,  a  certain  foldiei-,  to  whom  Vertiganes 
had  a  private  hatred,  was  appointed  to  this 
infidious  office :  he  thought  himfelf  happy 
in  this  preferment,  being  by  his  malicious 
enemy  recommended  to  the  king.  They 
lirefled  him  in  the  habit  of  a  herald,  and 
ient  him  early  In.  the  morning  in  a  fmall 
boat  to  the  harbour.  Word  was  prefcntly 
carried  to  Meleafider,  that  a  herald  was 
^rived  from^  Radirobanes.  He,  troubled 
m  mind  for  the  breach  between  hinifelf  and' 
his  guefl:,.  had  already  fent  for  his  coun- 
icUors,  to  advife  with  them  on  the  occafion. 
Belides  fa^s  gentlenefs,  which  was^  almofl:  a 
vice  in  hin^,  the  benefits  he  had  received 
froin  R^jrpbancs  had  fuch  power  over 
hiiHi  thfl^  he^  was  in  effc£t  more  Careful 
for  him  than  for  himfelf.  ''  It  is.doubtful^ 
laid  he,  whether  he  meant  to  do  me  an 
injury^  -but  it  is  certain,  that  I  fled  from 
him  sis  from  a  betrayer  and  an  enemy.   By 

fome 
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fomc  means  of  other,  wc  mutt  be  reconciled 
to  him ;  for,  if  he  docs  us  no  other  harm^  he 
iviil  raife  a  bad  report  of  us^  and  we  can 
never  be  juftified  to  the  world  for  ex{>eliing 
him,  whom  in  the  time  of  danger  we  per- 
ceived as  a  Weffing  from  the  Gods.** 

After  the  king  had  fpokcn,  they  were  all 
for  fome  time  filent,  for  this  folicitude  of 
MeleanderVas  by  no  means  pleafing  to  an^i 
of  them.  Archombrotus  and  Eurinficdes 
thought  tbemfelves  reproved,  becaufe  tiiey 
warned  the  king  to  efcape  from  Radiro* 
banes ;  they  therefcwe  began  t^  anfwer  this 
indireft  rebuke-,  and  the  youthful  warmth 
of  Archombrotus  made  him  break  forth 
into,thefc  words :  "  I  perceive.  Sire,  faid  he^ 
that  Radirobanes  and  myfelf  cannot  both 
be  excufed  :-^if  I  have  drawn  you  into  art 
unjuft  quarrel,  I  ought  to  be  punifhedj^ 
but  if  by  my  care  andEtrrimcdes's  forefight 
you  are  freed  fix)m  an  imminent  danger,  let 
not  your  irrefi>kition  difturb  the  joy  of  thii 
happy  day,  as  if  you  doubted,  whether  t^ 
ofifend  Radirobanes,  or  foffer  Argenis  to  be 
hi^  prifi?ncr.** 

F4  This 
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This  freedom  of  Archombrotus  was  moft 
plcafing  to  all  that  were  prefcnt,  efpccially 
to  Argenis,  who  reckoned  it  a  gain  to  her, 
if  by  any  means  Sicily  were  at  variance 
with  Radirobanes.  The  king  excufed  his 
apprehenfions  to  Archombrotus,  faying,  he 
was  fearful  of  the  people's  opinion,  and  that 
he  thovight  himfelf  obliged  to  guard  againft 
the  ill  impreflion  that  Radirobanes  might 
make  upon  their  minds  by  his  mifreprc- 
fentation.  "  I  will  therefore,  faid  he,  fcnd  a 
mcffenger  to  him,  telling  him,  I  am  forry 
he  chofe  rather  to  retire  to  his  fleet  than  to 
return  with  me  to  his  old  apartment,  and 
intreat  him  to  come  back  into  the  port, 
I  will  likcwife  fend  provifions  of  all  forts  in 
boats  to  his  people,  and  make  prefents  to 
all  his  friends  and  favourites  ;  fo  that  no 
man  fhall  think  me  ungrateful  to  a  gueft 
whom  I  pay  thefe  refpeds  to." 

This  determination  pleafed  them  better 
than  the  other,  and  the  king  had  named 
Timonides  for  this  meflage,  when  the  arrival 
of  the  herald  from  Radirobanes  fufpended 
their  thoughts  with  various  expcftation?. 

The 
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The  king  commanded  him  to  be  brought 
in,  and  when  he  delivered  the  letter,  en- 
quired kindly,  as  ufual,  after  the  health  of 
his  gucft  Radirobanes. — The  herald  made 
anfwer,  as  he  was  commanded,  That  the 
letter  would  fully  inform  him  of  every 
thing.  He  then  withdrew  to  the  other  fide 
of  the  room ;  and  Meleander,  fulpedling 
fomething  difagreeable,  went  into  the  next 
apartment,  that  the  herald  might  not  ob^ 
fcrve  his  emotions  whilft  he  was  reading  it. 
Thither  he  was  followed  by  Argenis  and  his 
moft  intimate  friends.  After  he  opened  it,  he 
feemed  ftruck  at  every  word ;  but  when  he 
came  to  that  part  of  the  letter  that  wounded 
the  honour  of  Argenis  and  Polyarchus,  in- 
flantly  his  face  feemed  all  on  fire;  and  again 
turning  pale,  his  hands  and  his  whole  body 
trembled :  then  recovering  ftrength,  he  was 
inflamed  with  anger,  though  as  yet  un- 
certain on  whom  to  vent  it.  Argenis,  Po- 
lyarchus,  and  Radirobanes  were  prefented 
by  turns  to  his  enraged  mind,  but 
without     any    certain     dire<5tion    of    his 

judgment. 
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No  man  durft  afk  a  q^ieftkm  of  a  prince 
that  was  under  fach  violent  perturbations ; 
but  he,  endeavouring  to  fupprefs  all  (ignt 
of  difquiet,  went  haftily  into  another  room, 
and  bade  Argenis  follow  him,  to  whom  he 
faid  nothing  more  than,  "Read  that  letter  \ 
—Then  he  fat  down  upon  a  couch,  and  di« 
ligently  obferving  her  countenance, .  he 
heard  many  deep  and  heavy  fighs.  -f  Ar* 
genis  ftarted  as  flie  read,  but  not  as 
frightened  at  a  true  accufatiort  ^  her  eyes 
fparkled  with  rage,  and  her  whole  coun^ 
tcnance  Ihewed  impatience  of  the  injury. 
It  ftruck  her  with  extreme  grief,,  that  her 
^  intimacy  with  Polyarchus  Ihould  be  in  that 
manner  difcovcred,  and  (he  feared  her 
father  would  think  the  worfc  of  her,  for 
having  lb  long  concealed  it  from  him. 
While  (he  was  confidering  by  what  means 
llith  a  fccret  fixould  be  betrayed,  Selenifla's 
fanriliarity  with  the  king  of  Sardinia  came 
to  her  remembrance  j  but  (he  could  not  long 
deliberate  or  be  filent;  therefore,  falling 
down  on  her  knees,  with  a  voice  interrupted 
with  freqifent  fighs,  {he  thus  fpokc  :  *'  Do 
^   "  not 


THE    PHCENIX.       ic^ 

not  expcft,  my  lord,  that  I  Ihall  be  over 
folicitous  to  clear  myrelf  of  this  falfe  and 
malicious  accufeion.— -I  wUl  not  give  fo 
much  fatisf^dtioii  to  my  bittereft  enemy^— 
He  (hall  not  think  I  want  any  oeh^  means 
to  defend  my  chaftity,  tha«  having  hithertd 
appMved  my  oonduft  to  you,  the  belt  and 
wjfeft  of  paten ts.***!  have  only  one  thing 
to  afk  your  pardon  for,  that  I  have  been 
more  ifeithful  to  Pblyarchus  than  you 
would  have  wilhed  me,  when  he  intreated 
me  by  the  ferviees  he  had  done  for  us  both, 
that  you  might  not  know  that  he  was  the 
author  of  otor  prefcrvation ;  but  now  that 
I  am  compelled  by  the  difcovery  of  another; 
I  may  do  Polyarchus  the  juftice  he  de- 
fcrves.  It  was  he,  my  lord,  who,  defirous 
of  my  company,  under  the  name  of  Thco- 
^ine,  and  the  habit  of  a  woman,  gained 
admittance  into  the  caftie.  But  the  faul^ 
his  boldnefs  committed,  was  reftified  by 
bis  modefty  and  prudence  j  for,  if  you  will 
believe  me  rather  than  Radirobanes,  wo 
knew  him  not  to  be  a  man,  till  by  hia 
valour  he  performed  fuch  a<Slions  as  your- 

F4  m 
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fclf  thought  worthy  of  being  afcribed  to  a 
deity.  But  then,  when  he  was  going  to 
quit  the  caftlc^  he  difcovcrcd  himfelf  to  mc 
and  Seleniffa,  upon  condition  that  we 
would  conceal  both  his  boldnefs  and  his 
virtue.  Afterwards,  appearing  at  court,  k 
is  manifeft  by  your  efteem  and  afie&ion 
towards  him,  how  much  he  excelled  all 
other  men.  But,  if  you  ftill  blame  my 
fecrecy,  conlider,  that  I  had  na  other  way 
of  rewarding  his  merit,  than  by  fuffering 
him  to  loofe  thofe  honours  which,  as  his 
due,  you  undoubtedly  would  have  con- 
ferred upon  him.  But  if  you  have  doubts 
of  a  higher  nature,  becaufe  a  maiden  kept 
his  counfel,  I  appeal  to  my  greateft  enemy 
for  the  truth  of  what  I  have  aflerted.-r- 1 
mean  SeleniiFa,  who  alone  being  privy  to 
this  fccret,  has  difcovered  the  whole  affair 
to  Radirobanes.  If  (he  had  not  been  the 
falfeft,  wickedeft  woman  living,  fhe  would 
not  thus  have  violated  her  faith,  nor  have 
revealed  to  ftrangcrs  what  Ihe  concealed 
from  you  :  yet  is  not  my  innocence  afraid 
to  call  even  her  to  witnefs.     If  I  have 

defcrved 
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defervcd  your  difplcafure;  if  I  have 
wronged  my  honour  by  any  fecret  kn- 
modefty ;  then  will  I  with  my  own  hands. 
revenge  the  wrong  I  have  done  to  my  own 
ch^tity  and  my  father^s  honour,  and  let  out 
that  blood  which  is  unworthy  to  be  derived 
from  yoy.'* 

While  Ihe  was  fpeaking,  fhe  embraced 
her  father's  knees,  Ihe  kiffed  his  hand,  and 
looked  on  him  with  fo  much  tendernefs, 
that  already  fhe  was  juftified  in  his  opinion. 
—Yet  many  things  troubled  hi$  mind;  the 
breach  with  Radirobarics,  which  could  not 
be  avoided  ;■— the  fufpicions  of  the  people 
upon  the  accufation  of  Argcnis,  who,  tha' 
fee  was  flriftly  chafte,  yet  moft  probably^ 
on  Polyarchus's  account,  had  (hewed  •^fo 
much  diflike  to  Radirobanes. —  But  his 
daughter  ftill  urging  him  to  fend  for  Sele- 
nifla>  himfelf  commanded  a  fervant  to  fetch 
that  old  woman  diredlly  to  him.  None  of 
the  lords  knew  what  private  bufinefs  was 
between  them,  but  they  fuppqfed  it  to.  be 
of  great  importance,  which  the  king  im- 
parted to  his  daughter  only.  Full  of  doubts^ 

■F5  ^'^^y 
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they  made  various  conjc&ures  while  dsejr 
impadcDtly  expected  the  \&at  of  it.  Sek^ 
Aiffi^  thinking  of  nothing  fo  fictle  a&  the 
bufinefs  for  which  (he  was  called,  entered 
the  room,  the  folitude  of  which,  with  the 
affli&ion  in  the  king's  countenance,  and  a: 
fecret  foreboding  of  her  confcience,  alto- 
gether fuddenly  fuggefted  feme  trouble  was 
near  at  hknd.  But  Argenis,  with  unufoal 
ftarpnefe  in  her  look  and  manner,  turned 
to  her,  faying,  "  I  intreat  you,  mother,  by 
Radirobanes — forwhat  name  can  I  ufe  more 
pleafing  or  refpcdied  by  you  —  that  you 
wiU'  fpeak  freely  before  your  king  and  mine, 
and  tell  me,  what  intercourfc  improper  for 
virgin  purity  I  have  at  any  time  hekl  with- 
Polyarchus  ? — Be  under  no  fear  of  any 
blame  for  what  you  have  hitherto  con- 
cealed 5  the  king  pardons  you  that,  upon 
condition  that  you  noV  freely  declare  all 

that  you  know-  *'  -^ The  old  woman 

trembled  with  fear;  yet,  beingvcrycunning, 
Ae  fuddenly  recoliefted  herfclf,  that  her 
cinotion  might  fcem  to  arife  from  fufpefted 
innocence  rather  than  treachery  detefted.— 

**  To 


\ 


<^  To  whom,  faid  flie,  fhall  I  Ipedk,  wheri 
I  am  by  both  accufed  of  ftjeh  treaohcfy  ?-*^ 
I  know  of  no  familiarity  between  Radiro* 
banes  and  myfelf ;  nor  between  yow,  lady, 

tod  Polyarchus."- *«  Nay,  (rcpfHed  Af- 

genis)  but  lay  afide  your  confidence!-* 
See  here  the  letter  from  Radirobanes  to  thtf 
king,  in  which  he  declarer  that  you  difeo- 
vercd  to  him  the  ftcret  of  the  ai%uife  of 
Polyarchus,  under  the  ttanifes  of  Theocrind 
and  Pallas.  I  ha^e  confefled  aU  thef^ 
things  to  iijy  father.  But  Radntbiits  hat 
reproaiched  me  witfr  violating  iif>y  honour  i 
Whether  from  youf  rdport,  I  knew  hot 
You  af d  called  to  this  ptirjyoftf -,  fpiiik  fpeelfi 
as  the  Gods  (hatt  h^you  f  ^ikt-he-iruth^ 
before  it  be  wrung  from  y<«j  by  tortUPM. 
"Wherein  have  I  wronged  thft  feonour  of  m^ 
family  ?''-^MdeaBcfcf  vraspteajfed'  with  this 
cagernefe  df  Argenisy  who'  certaJittfy  would 
not  have  |>toy0lted  and  u^gsd  S^fenifia  fb  , 
fer,  if  (he  had'  Aoi  reJfe^  upon  her  own 
innocence.  "  I  wil$  itot,  feM  hcy  have  thefe 
things  improperly  -iT^wified^  n&t  wifi  I 
F  6  endure 
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endtire  you,  Sdenifla,  if  you  do  not  difcover 
all  that  you  know  concerning  Poiyarchus 
with  more  fidelity  than  before  you  have 
concealed  it."    On  this  the  old  woman, 
overcome  with  rcmorfe,  fell  down  at  Me- 
Icandcr's  feet.  "The  fum  of  all  that  I  know, 
faidfhe,  is  this:  There  is  nothing  upon  earth 
more  pure,  more  facred  than  Argenis  ^  nor 
any  thing  more  bafe  and  treacherous  than 
Radirobanes.    If  you  will  permit  me  to 
return  to  my  chamber,  I  will  foon  fatisfy 
you  by  certain  tokens,  and  cfpecially  by 
fome  letto-s,  that  will  be  of  fuch  credit  with 
you,  that  thefe  fufpicions  fhall  no  longer 
difquiet  your  m;nd,  nor  Ihall  you  any  longer 
wonder  that  Radirobanes  had  intelligence  of 
thefe  thills  before  yourfelf .  I  (hall  not  ftay 
long :    I  might  have  returned  before  this 
jtime  that  we  talk  here  to  no  purpofe.'* 
The  king  trufted  to  fp  large  a  promife  :  he 
bade  her  go  quickly,  and  bade  her  take  heed, 
for  he  would  no  longer  be  abufed.     Yet  to 
carry  it  fo,  that  the  fubjeA  of  their  difputes 
Bftight  not  be  known  to  the  lords  without, 

Afgenis 
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Argenis  did  not  offer  to  hinder  her,  left 
flic  ihould  feem  to  prevent  or  delay  the 
perfon  who  was  going  to  bring  more  certain 
evidence  againft  her. 
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CHAP.    III. 

Selenifa'j  defpair  and  death.  Her  epitaph. 
The  king  holds  a  council  concerning  the 
herald  of  Radirobanes.  The  herald  fent 
back.  The  departure  of  the  king  of  Sar^ 
dinid. 

TH  E  old  woman,  as  foon  as  flie  was 
out  of  their  .fight,  haftcned  to  her 
chamber  \  and  fhutting  the  door  after  her, 
**  Now,  faid  Ihe,  I,  am  once  again  in  my 
own  power :  now  I  may  be  my  own  judge, 
and  not  exped  from  others  the  fentence  I 
have  dcfcrved.  O  moft  unfortunate  woman 
that  I  am !  here  have  I  lived  thus  long  in 
reputation  to  die  like  a  criminal.— What 
blinded  my  underftanding,  that  I  could  not 
fee  the  fate  which  attends  as  the  reward  of 
treafon  ? — that  I  could  truft  a  young  man 
whom  I  had  reafon  to  fufpeft  of  many 
vices  ? — I,  who  had  lived  fo  long,  who  had- 
fo  much  experience — did  I  give  up  to  his 
gifts,  to  his  promifes,  myfelf,    my  faith, 

and  the  love  of  my  dear  fofter-child  ? 

Too 
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Too  late,  Stlcnifla,  thou  thinkcft  on  thefc 
things  :  it  had  been  virtue  in  thee  to  hare 
refifted  thefe  temptations;  but  now  thy 
penitence  refembles  that  of  a  thief,  becaufe 

his  ^illany  was  unfticeefsful.- Did  then- 

Radirobkncs  rtiin  me  by  this  fpiteful  infor-' 
mation,  who  had  done  nothing  to  difpleafe 
him,  e^ecept  he  was  difgufted  with  my  en^ 

dcavoun  to  kry<  him  ? O  mifery  f— 

Whom  fhaB  I  look"  upon  ?~Whcre  Ifeall  I 
fty  Pmmmi^To  whom  can  I  complain  of  trea- 
chery, when  I  myfelf  was  the  example  f— 
Why  then  am  I  thus  flow  ijn  leaving  this 
world  ?— -—I  oiigi^t  to  expiate  my  fault  by 
death — ^for  what  have.  I  ferthei?  to  expe6t  ? 
—I  have  made  myfelf  odious  to  Argenis  j 
and  the  Idbg,  moved  by  •  his  daughter** 
complaints,  will  inffiftoa  fne  fome  fhame- 
ful  and  exemplary  punifement. — ^Nor  ii 
my  greateft  ofience^  yet  brought  to  light; 
that  I  ^vifed  Radirobaaes  to  carry  off 
Argenis.  When  this  ffiall  be  known  ^and 
I  have  now  no  hope  to  conceal  it)  what 
length  of  time  or  penitence  can  Wot  frona 
the  mind  of  my  fovereign  the  remembrance 

of 
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of  fo  great  a  crime  ? — If  their  clemency  is* 
ever  fo  great  they  will  banifti  me  their 
fight.  I  fhall  be  delpifed  by  all  men,  afraid 
of  my  princefs's  revenge,  and,  expeding 
the  punifhment  I  have  defervcd,  I  fhall 
never  think  myielf  fafe  alone,  nor  in  com- 
pany.-***—Thou  arc  worthy,  Seleni0a»  of 
greater  Ihame  than  yet  thou  haft  endured, 
except  thou  darcft  to  prevent  it  by  inftant 
-death. — At  thefe  words  ihe  haftily  took 
her  tablets,  and  with  a  trembling  hand, 
wrote  this  letter. 

To  Meleander  and  A  R  c  £  n  i  s» 
'the  beft^  of  princes, 

TF  there  were  any  puniihment  greater  than 
death,  I  would  have  made  choice  of  it. 
Receive  my  blood,  which  is  not  fo  much 
defiled  with  my  crimes,  but  that  it  may  be 
ofiered  as  an  expiation  to  the  Gods.  Do 
not  you,  by  the  feverity  of  my  puniihment, 
judge  my  fault  to  be  greater  than  my  rc»» 
3)entance.  I  confefs  that  I  betrayed  the 
important  fecret  of  the  hiftory,  conceals 

ment) 
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mcnt,  and  virtues  of  Polyarchus :  but  if 
ever  I  faid  any  thing  tending'to  your  dif- 
honour,  moft  dear  lady,  may  I  find  the 
infernal  Gods  as  cruel  to  mc  as  I  have  been 
faithlcfs  to  you. — Believe  a  dying  woman, 
and  forgive  mc  this  one  fault,  for  the  fake 
of  my  paft  life  and  fervices ;  or  if  that  be 
too  much,  for  this  weapon's  fake,  that 
executes  your  vengeance  on  me. 

This  letter  fhe  delivered  to  one  of  her 
fervants,  ''  Go,  faid  fhe,  and  defire,  ia 
my  name,  one  of  the  ulhers  in  waiting,  to 
deliver  this  letter  to  the  kingj  he  com- 
manded me  to  fend  it  to  him  immediately.'' 
Afterwards,  being  now  furioufly  bent  upon 
death,  fhe  fometimes  attempted  it;  and 
then  again  her  refolution  flackjcned,  and  fhe 
%hed  and  wept.  There  was  a  maid-fcrvant 
in  the  next  room,  who  heard  every  word 
fhe  had  faidj  fhe  durfl  neither  come  for-, 
ward,  nor  go  away,  having  heard  her. 
miftrefs's  fecret.  She  did  not  believe  that, 
her  defpair  would  have  fo  fatal  a  conclu- 
fion,  and  therefore  waited  till  fhe  Ihould 
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go  forth,  intending  privately  to  follow  her. 
But  Seleniffa,  affurcd  that  the  praifc  of  a 
Voluntary  death  lay  in  the  fpeedy  per- 
formance  of  k,  knd  fearful  that  fome  would 
come  foon  from  the  king  to  prevent  her, 
opened  a  cabinet,  in  which  lay  a  little 
Iword,  which  her  hulband  gave  to  her  fon 
w^^en  A  child,  and  which  (he  kept  ever 
fince,  with  a  defign  to  offer  it,  together 
with  his  fwa thing  bands,  on  the  day  of  ^is 
Iharrkge,  to  Jisno  Lucina.  When  (he  took 
il  ^i^  being  itmiwdcd  of  her  dead  hirfband 
iiid  her  frring  Ibn,  whom  flie  was  about  to 
leavi?  a  !frieiidle&  orphan,  her  mind  being 
empteyed  upon  many  Afiwent  obje6b,  ftie 
kiflfed  the  hilt,  and  for  a  whife  delayed  the 
intended  ftroke.  But  the  maid  fearing  this 
would  prove  a  real  tragedy,  leaped  out  to 
take  the  weapon  from  her:  at  the  feme 
ihftant  they  heard  at  the  door  meflengers, 
who  were  fent  from  the  king.  The  old 
woman  feeing  thofe  who  were  come  to 
hinder  her,  and  having  yet  her  hands  at 
liberty^  ftruck  herfclf  fo  deeply  into  the 
bowels,  that  her  ftrength  failing  (he  fell 

up«n 
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iipon  her  broaft,  and  buried  the  weapon  in 
(he  weund.  The  maid  (hrieked  out,  and 
embracing  her  dying  miftrcfs,^  frightened 
thofe  that  were  already  amazed.  For  Ar- 
chombtotus  and  Eurimedes  breaking  open 
the  door,  now  entered,  fdlowed  by  many 
others,  whom  M eleander  UiFged,  when  he 
received  the  fatal  letter,  to  fhafce  haftc  and 
prevent  the  death  of  that  wretched  woman; 
Euiimedes  putting  the  maid  afide  fup^ 
ported  Seleniifa,  locking  glraftly  with  her 
eyes  fiatcd.  ••  What  an  aftion  is  this, 
matron»  (aid  he!— > Why  do  you  thus  ruin 
yowielf  and  your  family? '•——She  faid 
nodiing,  but  once  lifting  up  her  eyes,  and 
)ettii>g  her  head  faU,  expired.  They  were 
all  fiknt  for  fome  time,  then  a  whil^ering 
arofe;  ibme  carried  the  report  of  thi» 
a^ion,  and  brought  many  of  the  nobfes  t(^ 
vieil^r  the  fpe<5bck.  The  king  was  extrraiely 
troubled  at  her  death :  in  Argenis  there; 
appeared  no  fign,  either  of  hatred  or  pity. 
Amidft  the  confli&  of  different  pafiions  ifae 
ftood  apparently  unmoved.  She  reflefted 
ypon  the  confequences  of  Sckoifla's  death. 

What 
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What  would  Sicily  think  of  it?— What 
would  Kadirobanes  fay  among,  his  Sar^ 
dinians  ?— The  old  woman,  by  this  revenge 
upon  herfelf,  had  far  more  divulged  the 
fecret  of  Polyarchus,  than  by  her  firft  dif- 
covery.— Bcfidcs,  as  things  had  proceeded 
fo  far,   flie  hoped  the  king,  would  have 
'  heard  from  Selcniffa  the  fecret  of  her  con- 
traa  with  Polyarchus,  which.lhe  had  not 
courage  to  reveal  to  her  father,  yet  had  in- 
tended rcfolutely  to  defend  when  it  (hould 
be  known.    After  fome  time  die   king 
commanded  all  th?  company  tb  withdraw. 
He  ordered  ibe  jwdy  to  be  buried  privately,, 
without  any  folemnity,  and  fuffered  no- 
thing to  be  faid  of  it  in  his  prefence :  but 
fome  time  after,  when   the  caufe  of  her. 
death  was  fpread  abroad,  a  certain  poet 
(it  was  not  known  who)  made  this  epitaph:. 

Stranger,  t>is  tomb  griefs  moiuunent  doth  beir  t 
Twice  do  they  die  who  felf-condemned  arc ! 
Speak  not  fuch  words  as  roav  her  ghoft  affright. 
Nor  fuch  as  make  the  gentle  earth  lie  light. 
Do  not  prefume  to  blefs  or  curfc  this  grave ; 
But  fay,  M  As  thou  delerveft.  may'ft  thou  have  I"— 
'Tis  doubtful  whether  SeJenifla's  fate 
Defer^es  the  moft  our  pity  or  our  hate. 

Meleander 
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Meleandcr  being  oppreffed  with  fo  many 
frefh  cares,  and  doubtful  what  to  do  about 
Radirobanes,  his  herald,  and  his  letter, 
called  fome  of  his  moft  tru%  friends  to 
confult  with  upon  the  occafion.  He  fliewed 
them  the  troublefome  fituation  of  his  affairs ; 
how  his  honour  was  queftioned  by  Radiro- 
banes, who  did' not  fo  much  require  as 
command  the  payment  of  three  hundred 
talents  to  pay  the  foldiers  he  brought  to  his 
affiftance :  that  he  would  refent  his  info* 
lence  by  arms,  feut  that  Sicily  was  already 
^xhaufted  by  civil  war ;  and  it  might  fecm 
proper  to  give  Radirobanes  time  to  repent 
of  his  infult,  who  behaved  like  a  madman, 
^nd  with  his  indifcreet  anger  ftrengthened 
the  fufpicions  of  the  day  before*  He  dif- 
courfed  of  thefe  things  at  large,  and  yet 
carefully  avoided  any  mention  of  the  charge 
againft  the  honour  of  Argenis;  not  but 
that  he  imagined  the.  whole  ttory  would  at 
fome  time  or  other  be  known ;  but  he  re- 
Ipefti^d  the  modefty  of  his  daughter  who 
was  prefent,  and  by  his  own  filence  gave  a 
tadt  admonition  to  his  fcrvants'ncvcr  again 

to 
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to  revive  fo  bafe  a  flander;  birt  that  they 
might  know  it  was  a  hufincfe  <»f  great  con- 
Icquccce,  wherein  he  wqiiired  €heir  advice. 
He  told  themfertber,  that  S^ienifla  had 
treacheroufly  difclofed  certsun  fectttsof  great 
confequcncc  to  thc-king  of  Sardinia,  which, 
though  not  faulty  in  thecnfclves^  he  had 
abufcd  by  anioft  falfc  and  malidous  inter- 
pretation •,  adding,  that  Selenifla,  condpared 
with  Radirobanes,  was  an  innocent  popfon, 
viJib  yet  thought  nothing  kfi  than  deafth 
could  expiate  her  offence.  The  council 
with  one  voice  agreed  that  Radirobanes 
ought  to  be  held  as  the  enemy  of  Sicily  j 
that  the  afliftance  he  brought  was  not  out  of 
any  good  will,  but  only  to  remove  Lycogenes 
out  of  the  way,  that  he  i«ight  put  in  eflfedt 
what  the  other  intended.  There  was  a  long 
debate  concerning  the  herald:  fome  faid 
he  Ihould  be  put  to  death'-,  others,  that  he 
fhould  be  mangled 'and  maimed,  and  fo 
lent  back  to  Radirobanes*,  but  the  opinicm 
of  Cleobulus  prevailed,  who  adyifed  them 
againfi:  violating  the  rights  of  nadon;s  in  the 
perfonof  a- herald  ^  jv^lyoyerving,  thai  it 

was 
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was  very  probable  that  Radirobancs  would 
be  glad  of  fuch  treatment,  in  order  to  make 
it  a  pretence  of  quarrel ;  and  that,  the  proud  ' 
king  would  be  more  mortified  by  contempt 
than  refentmenL  To  this  the  king  affented, 
Eurimedes  called  the  herald,  to  him  (for 
they  thought  it  improper  to  bring  him  agaia 
into  Meleander's  prcfencc)  and  thus  Ipoke; 
*'  If  thou  had'ft  brought  fo  impudent  a 
letter  from  a  king  in  his  right  mind  tliou 
had'ft  not  lived  to  this  hour;  but  we  are 
content  to  bear  with  the  madncfs  of  thy 
mafter,  to  whom  thou  (halt  fay,  in  king 
Meleander's^name,  That  a  man  in  a  frenzy 
dcfcrves  no  anfwer  -,  but  that  he  will  do  well 
for  the  future  to  forbear  writing  to  kings 
till  he  be  cured  of  his  lunacy." 

When  the  herald  was  departed,  there 
was  a  ftrong  guard  of  foldiers  appointed  to 
Arfidas  to  defend  the  harbour  -,  and  Ti- 
monides  commanded  the  failors  on  board, 
the  fleets  that  in  cafe  Radirobanes  fhould 
oSer  any  infult  beftdes  words,  he  maght  be 
oppofed  with  equal  forre. 

And 
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And  now  Radirobanes  began  to  fear, 
not  {o  much  that  the  herald  had  paid  his 
head  for  his  infolence,  as  that  all  Sicily 
fliould  attack  his  fleet.  His  anger  was  by 
this  time  abated,  and  he  refleftcd  on  the 
inconveniencies  of  a  war,  which  his  rage 
did  not  fufFer  him  to  think  on  before. 
While  he  was  confidering  thefe  things,  he 
faw  a  boat  put  out  of  the  harbour,  and 
foon  perceived  it  was  that  which  brought 
back  his  herald ;  who,  not  yet  freed  from 
his  fears,  related  the  meflage  of  Euri- 
medes,  a^ravating  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  delivered  -,  and  alfo,  that  there  was 
fome  great  trouble  at  the  court,  the  caufc 
of  which  he  could  not  underftand  j  for  that 
after  the  death  of  Selenifla  there  was  a 
great  buftle,  and  Cleobulus  fet  a  guard 
upon  the  herald,  that  he  might  not  by  any 
means  become  acquainted  with  this  ac- 
cident. 

Radirobanes,  loaded  with  fo  many  cares, 
refolved  to  depart  before  he  fhould  be 
compelled  to  fight  or  to  fly  ;  for  to  what 
end  Ihould  he  ftay  longer  without  forces 

fufiicient 
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&tfficienc  to  cefift  the  enemy.  Therefore 
he  refolved  to  return  back  to  Calaris,  at 
that  time  the  chief  city  in  Sardinia,  and 
reinforcing  himfelf  with  a  powerful  army 
aiid  navy,  to  return  and  invade  Sicily. 
The  reft  of  the  day  he  lay  ftill  at  anchor ; 
in  the  evening,  the  wind  blowing  fair,  he 
commanded  to  weigh  anchor,  and  fet  their 
courfe  for  Sardinia.  And  that  he  might 
not  feem  to  depart  fearfully,  or  by  ftealth, 
he  ordered  his  men  to  redouble  their  fhouts 
and  ciies  in  doing  their  ordinary  bufinefs 
pf  preparing  for  the  voyagfe.  The  foldiers 
alfo  called  upon  their  abfent  country,  and 
invoked  the  Sea-gods,  till  their  fhoutings 
were  heard  on  the  fliore.  Meleander, 
thinking  the  battle  was  beginning,  com- 
m^ded<  his  failors  to  make  r^ady,  and  the 
port  and  Ihore  to  be  lined  with  foldiers« 
He  would  not  fuffer  his  fliips  to  go  out  to 
fea,  becaufe  lying  in  the  harbour  they  might 
be  feconded  by  the  land  forces,  wherein  - 
he  was  ftrongeft ;  and  th^  Sardi»ians»  be-* 
ing  char^  on  both  fides,  might  eafily  be 
defeated.  The  near  approaching,  night 
Vol.  III.  G  in- 
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incfcdcd  the  gnseral  terror  ndxonfufion^ 
Jkmt  jcbe  fijhxmf  hriRg  curiflNi  otK  to  (eg 
ifilh  a  £»r  wind,  firft  ceafed  to  be  heard, 
and  ioQA  after  were  out  of  fight  Tet,  k& 
iheir  (departure  (bould  be  feigned^  and  ^ 
iSi^  retjarn  unawares^  the  greater  part  dt 
the  army  aiid  maoy  of  the  nobiJity  kept: 
watth  alb^t  the  harbour  all  nt^.  Among 
riiem  was  Nicopompus^  who  in  the  dead 
pf  nighty  i!^hea  thev"  jftillncfs  md  his  owa 
iratchfulnfffs  gave  his  mind  the  neceflary- 
iibercy,  comppfed  the  following  lines,  in 
irhich  he  bequeathed  the  Sardiniauift  to  the 
ihercy  of  ftoroiB  and  tempefts^ 

Co,  treacheroQs  ihips,  yoor  fails  let  tempefts  drire ; 

Such  faith  to  yon  l^t  winds  and  waters  give 

As  yoU  deferve  f — Bellona  fliall  atttod, 
-  AaUp  Uiidled  widl  her  brands,  the  dcmds  defeead^ 

Tomtkg  i^etnlA  ligktalng  oo  your  fle^t. 

Which  ey'ry  vengeful  Qod  at  fea  fiiall  meet. 

Oar  feas  with  horrid  mpnfters  raife  ycyir  fear, 

Inhere  dreadful  Scylla»  rough  Charyhdis  here ! 
^  iPbicher  yoiff  fatter'd  fleet  let  whirlwinds  bear^ 

petoaring  waters  bary^  tempefis  tear  f 

O  thiMii  whom  adrerfe  ftars  did  hither  brifij^l 

ytiw«rtby  p  bjB  |»U*4  SardMua's  kiag ! 

Behold 
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UehtAd  ko\v»fm^!  a  fpace  keeps  from  the  Am 
Thy  life,  which  iftkher  powV  nor  flrength  can  freel 
^bc  bold  and  fearful,  iii  like  dbubtfol  ftate. 
Are  in  the  kand^of  pow't-fal  <aodf  and  Fate. 
When  thy  proiid  fliip»  that  ev'ry  danger  braveSt 
Shall  drive  sft  large,  the  fport  of  winds  and  wave«i{ 
Tofs*d  up  and  dewn,  the  parting  waves  their  wa/ 
:Shall  6pea9  4ad  their  dreadful  depths  difplay ; 
What  aid  wilt  thou  invoke?-*- What  deity 
^hall  hear  thy  vain,  anus'd,  and  bootlefs  cry  ? 
The  Gods  will  not  be  cheated,  nar  thy  fear 
Eitcofe  thy  gailt.-«^The  winds  away  &all  bear 
Thy  pray'r»»-^On  the  loud  florm   thy  voice  (hall 

drown ;  . 
The  Gods  hear  only  thefei  whofe  virtoei  make  them 

knowft. 


G  % 
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CHAP.    IV. 

Eurimedes  advifes  the  king  to  keep  an  arnrf 
'en  foot ^  the  better  to  freferve  peace.  Du^ 
nalbius  anfwers  bim^  and  points  out  the 
way  for  the  king  to  fortify  Sicily. 

MELEANDER  was  not  yet  quite 
at  eafe,  fearing  that  Radirobanes 
might  bring  h\&  fleet  upon  fome  other  part 
of  the  coafi:  that  was  lefs  guarded  ;  but  in 
lefs  than  two  days  his  people  returning 
whom  he  had  fent  out  to  obferve  his  mo* 
tion$9  brought  word  that  he  fteercd  his 
Qourie  for  Sardinia.  Then,  as  in  a  danger 
deferred  but  not  pail,  he  began  to  confult 
how  he  ihould  defend  Sicily,  and  be  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  enemy,  whom  he  ex- 
pected to  return. 

It  was  long  fmce  that  Eurimedes,  a  man 
of  approved  valour  and  knowledge  in  af- 
fairs  relating  to  war,  had  advifed  the  king 
to  provide  for  the  fccurity  of  the  kingdom 
by  keeping  an  arm^  always  in  pay,  and  In 

readinds 
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ieadine&  for  employment.  It  feemed  as 
if  fortune  prefcnted  an  opportunity  to  pro* 
fit  by  his  advice  ;  for  about  this  time,  as 
the  king  was  walking  between  him  and 
Dunalbius^  and  debating  about  placing 
garrifons  in  the  fea-port  towns,  as  a  defence 
againft  the  Sardinians^  he  fpoke  to  this 
cffcfl: :  "  My  lord,  if  you  had  follDWcd 
my  advice,  from  the  beginning,  againft 
Lycogenes,  Radirpbanes  had  not  now  pro^ 
voked  you,  or  elfc  you  wowld  have  been 
enabled  tooppofe  him:  but  if -you  now 
conttnue  to  ne^ed  thefe  things,  though  he 
ihould  be  repulfed,  fortune  will  find  others 
that  will  never  fuflfer  you  to  lay  afide  your 
arms  or  fufpicioos.  Now  is  your  timq 
to  raife  an  army  that  may  be  equally 
iifeful  in  war  or  peace ;  that  will  keep 
your  fubjedb  to  their  duty,  and  your  ene- 
mies in  awe.  All  civil  wars  proceed  either 
from  a  faftion  headed  by  a  few  great  men, 
or  from  the  unanimous  agreement  of  the 
multitude:  Tt^ere  is  nothing  more  whole* 
fome  for  both  thefe  maladies  of  the  com^ 
monwealtb,  than  to  have  fuch  an  army 
G  J  always 
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4ilways  ia  rtadinefi  %  for  whediec  a  pa& 
ticular  faftioB,.  or  th«  body  of  tlw  people 
rife  ag^inft  the  king,  they  can  ne^er  be 
able  to.apgole  an  arn)y  of  men  under  re- 
gular dUciplioe  and  proper  offiecrs.    Scfe 
that  either  to  pre(erye  peace  at  home,  or 
defend  our  country  againft  foreign  enc- 
miest.the  veteran  Ibldier  is  only  to  be  relied 
on,^  who  being  expcricnGed  in  every  part 
of  the  bufinefs  of  war,  is  always  prepared. 
to  meet  the  enemy.    An  army  compofed 
of  fuch  men  will  aUb  procure  you  the  rti* 
fpe€t  of  other  tmtiom :  they  vr'iH  knoir* 
that  their  peace  depends  on  youj  whom 
they  can  neither  ofiend  or  negleft  with. 
fafety-^;  and  thus  you  will  fit  arbiter  be- 
tween neighbouring  princcsv  who  have  not 
the  fame  ftrength  or  ability,  to  make  warL 
•We  know  that  our  natioahath  always  bccnv 
renowned  for  courage  in  war ;   but  how. 
mucTi  more  famous  will  rfiey  become,  i£- 
difcipline  Ihall  improve  their  nature  to  its. 
-utmoft  perfcdion,  and  if  your  enemies  (halt 
know  that  you  have  an  army  not  of  young 
novices,  but  of  old  and  experienced  folriiers* 

They 


I'hejr  irto  provcdC€  you  fhall  quicfcljl'  find 
fb«  tiifFctcnce  between^  aw  army  of  ncw- 
{^ifed  men,  aAd  tho&  who  can  reckon 
Hieir  ycarr  by  their  ferviccs.  Do  yoit 
think,  Sire,  that  ibldi^rs  lately  i^ifed  and 
diicipiiiied  vntl  %h<f  with  chat  fpirit  and 
eonfidence,  as  tbofe  who  for  antieht  Jove, 
tad  more  like  hoalkold  fervantfr  than  fol^ 
£ers,  de&nd  their  prince,  iipon  ^om 
Ihcy  depend  for  food  and  ftiMftance,  and 
to  whom  the  fortune  of  dieir  livett  IfiOnAk 
niiked  them.  Befides,  bisoi^y  by  expew 
iieoce  dial;  we  difcovef  the  aMlkies  of  nienr 
in  their  profeflion ;  but  in  armies  railed 
faddenly  you  give  arms  to  inexperieneed 
men,  and  often  you  know  not  wtetheryoti 
fend  out  a  man  or  an  image.  Therefore, 
in  my  opinion,  there^  is  as  much  different^ 
between  a  new-raifed  army  and  an  c«pe- 
rieneed  one,  a^  between  a  (hip  that  is  built 
ef  tlie  bcft  approved  timber,  and  one  buile 
with  green  and  unfeafoncd  wood,  and  all* 
manner  of  bad  n^aterials.  But  it  i«  faid, 
rfiat  WiC  muft  confider  the  charge  ©f  main-- 
taining  an  army.  ~—  So  many  officers 
G  4  and 
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and  foldiers  to  be  fupported  by  the  labours 
of  others,  will  be  a  great  burthen  to  the 
Itate.-^Let  us  call  to  mind  the  deiblatbn; 
(he  fpoiling)  the  wafting  of  our  treafure; 
that  we  have  fuffered  in  the  late  di£fentions; 
Hath  not  the  fury  of  a  few  months  conh- 
fumed  the  wealth,  that  would  for  many  year» 
have  maintained  fuch  an  army .  as  migfiit 
have  prevented  thefe  calamities  P-^rAdd  to 
thefe^  the  many  violences  conunicted  upon 
the  perlbns  and  properties  of  our  fubje&s ; 
and  furely  we  free  ourfcLvcs  from  thefe 
dangars  at  a  cheap  rate,  by  the  protedioti 
ff  a  ftanding  army." 

Dunalbius  was  a  man  of  confununate 
knowledge  in  (late  affairs,  and  both  by 
nature  and  education  qualified  to  govern  a 
commonwealth.  While  Eurimcdes  was 
ipeaking,  he  often  bent  his  brow,  and  by 
the  change  of  his  countenance  gave  ligns 
of  diiient  from  his  arguments. — Meleander 
obfcrvcd  that  he  fcemed  of  a  different  opi- 
nion, and  was  glad  that  he  had  an  opportu- 
nity, out  of  the  wifdom  of  both,  to  gather 
what  was  bell  for  his  praftice. 

Dunalbius 
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^    Dunalbius  therefore,  by  the  king's  com- 

tnand,  replying  to  what  Eurimedes  had 

fdidj   fpolce  after  the  following  manner; 

"  Except  Euriniedes  had  meafured  the  ft* 

delity  of  others  by  his  own,   furely,  my 

lord,^  he  would  never  have  attributed  lb 

much  to  fold  iers,  as  to  have  placed  the 

fafcty:  of  his  prince  and  country,  not  only 

in  the  ufe  and  employment  of  them,  but 

as  h  were,  under  the  (badow  of  their  camp. 

Tho*  my  profeflion  hath  exempted  me  from 

all  military  duties,  yet  I  fliall  not  be  afraid 

to  ipeak  my  opinion,  fince  wc  difputc  not 

concerning  the  mifchiefs  of  war,  but  bow 

far  an  army  can.  give  ftrength  and  fecurity 

.  to  peace':  nor-  will  I  fo  much  oppofe  your 

;  opinion,  Eurimedes,  as  defire  information 

in  thofe  points  whereof  I  am  ignorant  or 

.doubtfuL^  I  never  approved  their  judg' 

ments,  who  adminiftcr  phyfic  to  healthy 

bodies  againft  maladies  that  may  hereafter 

afflift  thefn-,  andby-this  means^  waken  tl^e 

latent  cau&s  of  difeales,  which  are  never 

:  wwfe  (harpeaed  than  by  fuch  a  conten- 

^  tvou.    How  many  ficknei&s,  how  many 

,.'     .   .  G  5  deaths 
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deaths  have  been  oocafibfied  by  ftirring  up 
the  humours,  that  were  bcforo  in  a  Ifcitc  of 
quietnefi  ?  Like  thefe  men,  are  tfiofe  who- 
feek  for  diangerons  remedies  againft  future^ 
troubfes,  which  are  as  l£ely  to  rum,  as  to 
prefcrve  a  ftate.    Among  thefe  uncertain^, 
remedies  I  place  an.  army  -,  for  if  the  foU  . 
diers  arcalTembted  in  arms,  they  arefoon^; 
fenfible  of  their  own  confequencc;  and  if* 
thro*  pride,  or  refc«tmcnr,  they  ftll  from 
their  duty,  they  ^re  no  longer  under  the. 
command  of  diofe  who  calfcd  them  together.  - 
Hfm  powerful  a  body  is  an  army,  imdeisr 
proper  officers,  and  Tiegulardi£clpltne?  yet. 
they  hardfy  know  their  own  ftrength,  fo^ 
long  as  they  are  empkyed  againft  the  ene^ 
my :  but  when  by  their  power  a  peace  is . 
concluded,  and  ho  new  danger  makes  them^ 
forget  their  former  viflbories^  then  they  bc«- 
gin  to  upbraidthcir  king  and  coimtry  widt> 
their  fcrvic^s;   they  calculate  how  muqhi 
they  have  effeded  j;  they  believe  that  the. 
fate  of  their  prince  and  nation  d^ends  up- 
on them,    Thefe  ideas  do  ftot;  enter  tJteirr 
blinds  at  ance„  but  by  degrees^  by  timcj, 

cuftotn^ 
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arfbiyi,    imd  c^nv^rfiog  together  5    then 
they  begin  »  ftiok  idpoii  .tbcRiifsflves  «  a  fe- 
ptraie-  bwJy  of  pcoplf,  tbey  cabal  together^ 
dnd  at  leng^  they  grow  wanton  mih  kil^v 
jwds  ;  which,  tbo*  it  abates  their  xno&  ufe^ 
ful  courage,  adds  as  much  to  their  pride 
aod  faaciojpis :  then^  if  t;hey  are  not  m  their 
own  ^fimooa  duty  rewardexly  if  thqy  are 
aot  wcatbd  with  all  the  r^pe<9:  and  obfer*. 
ranee  which  they  ^hink  due  to  their  me^ 
Fks»  .preferftly  they  murmur,   grow  info^ 
loot,  .&iid  at  laft '  make  theni&lves  feared^ 
But  what  ^v\^  be  the  cafe  if  they  are  J^jl»; 
dfisd  by  tjie^r-^opntnanders,  or  by  .the  fuc^- 
tiom  gceat  tnet^  ftnd  onticed-  by  hopes  joi 
gjieatjer  |)ayr  0f  booty^  riot^    and  liberty^. 
0f  p65bndiftg?— TAe  Gods  turn  ib  great  a  > 
plague  upon  chr^ej)d$  of  our  enemies  !-h 
Fori  i^annot  be  of  opinion  with  Eur^nn^^ 
46$,  that  they  will  love  the  king  4bovC;;a]ir 
men,  becawfe  they  receive  their  pay  fronpi 
His  treajCary ;  th<y  w^l  «uch^  coore  highly;:^" 
fft^tecp  their  officers^  wfco  arei;hf/upp<^9«;^  ^ 
H^fxiiUtas^jpawer ;  and  the^  jjlkes^i^l;^^; 
&-6^         ■    •,'  ■  ^B^' 
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pcft  to  enjoy  greater  libeny  under  them, 
than  under  the  king^s  authority. 

^^  But  over  thefe^  forces  that  are  to  be 
kept  up  in  time  q£  peace,  ^1  you  ap^ 
point  one  general  only,  or  (hall  there  be 
many  lieutenants  of  equal  power  over  the* 
difierent  diviGons  of  them  ?-^— If  you  di- 
vide this  authority  among  many,  their  dif- 
Cipline  will  be  different,  and  ill  obferverf  ^ 
the  leaders  will  emulate  and  contend  with 
each  other,  and  the  army  will  be  weaken- 
ed  and  difunited  :  but  if  you  entroft  diis 
J)Ower  to  one  perfon,  then  you  put  your- 
felf,  your  authority  and  life  into  his  hand; 
At  his  pleafure  you  Ihall  reign  or  be  ruin- 
ed. When  he  finds  himfetf  to  hold  the 
»cins  of  power  and  role,  will  his  integrity 
be  proof  againft  fuch  temptations  as  Ihall 
affault  him,  and  proudly  tell  him  what  he 
is  able  to  do  ?— *!  wifti  at  Icaft,  that  they 
were  like  Eurimcdcs,  to  whom  kings  com- 
mit the  charge  of  their  power  and  for- 
tunes; yet  I  cannot  believe  that  he  wou*d 
accept  of  fb  invidious  a  dignity,  or  ftanil 
in  lb  dangerous  a  iituatioh/' 

Eurimedes 
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^Eurimedes  anfwemd  the  arguments  of 
Dunalbius,  and  he  again  repl/d,  till  ar 
length  Meleanctor  moderated  between  them,* 
by  approving  thofe  things  tha,teach  allowed 
in  the  other's  •  opinion  :  that  great  armies 
are  dangerous  both  to  kings  and  their  peo* 
pie,  but  it  was  neceffary  to  keep  garri^ 
fons  in  the  forts,  and  to  Jceep  up  the  n^Yy* 
That  the  coaftof  Sicily  (hould  be  guard- 
ed by  twenty  gallie^s,  whereof  fome  ihQuld 
keep  the  fea,  and  the  reft  lie  in  the  principal 
ports,  ready  for  the  king's  fervice.  That; 
befides  thefe,  there  ihoujkl  be  ieveral  new 
raiments  ratfed,  partly  of  the  able  youth^ 
and  partly  of  thoTe  who  had  ferved  fonie 
Qme,  to  the  nutnber  of  eight  thoufand  mem 
Half  of  thefe  fhould  always  wait  upon  the 
king,  the  reft  fhould  rem^n  in  quarters^ 
but  ib  that  the  ibidier  ftiould  be  always 
half  the  year  at  home.  Thofe  that  attend 
the  king,  not  to  refide  all  together,  but 
every '  thou&nd  to  be  encamped  by  thenv 
lelves,  or  clfc  be  billeted  abou^  the  country^ 
•near  the  town  where  the  king  flballr^fides 
«or  iadeed  the  people  who  receive  tl^jc  ber 
^     ^  /  nent 
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mRt  «f  tfac'kii^s  tawt  and  4tt««}aS|!^ 
dunk  it  a  hatdAiip  to  rcc^ivr  bis  guards  ia* 
^  their  ikoofes  as  tdieir  cdmrauics.  *^M«re«^ 
wtety  faid  he,  let  thdr  pay  beiocreaded, 
and  oblige  them.  >  to  lixn  nothing  unpaid ; 
kt  i^r  laias  of  obedience  foe  ftridt,  and 
even  fevere.    Let  them  be  punifised  for^ 
erery  ircegularity^  for  theft,  wahtonae&» 
riots,  and  every  olfence  againft  the  laws;^ 
And  kft  they  (hou'd  be  corrupted  with 
id&neis;  kt  them  be  kept  in  sn&ionbf  zlL. 
kkid  of  military  exercifes,  and  £>metime$ 
inade  to  march  undecarms,  that  they  majjh 
not  think  it  laborious  when  they  arc  ftidden^ 
ly  called  upoii  to  march  againiS  the  enemy* 
There  Audi  be  no  officer  of  any  noteatnoog 
thiem  bvttof  the  king's  appointing,  two  thou* 
iand  of  them  t6baiic3ir&»  there&funillhedf^ 
fervice^  as  need  ihall  require.    With  fuch  » 
fionce  any  &ddefi  tumuk  may  be  q^eted  i  ^ 
md  if  a  greater  army  were  required,  frefe . 
ooaapajaies  might  foon  be»  trained,  v^vforr 
&fvice,^ 

Eufimedes  affirmed  that  ^  .defiie<k«^t 

greater  army  kktha  time  of  peace  jDuaal.^ 

biu*.- 
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bius  wiftied  for  no  Icfs ;  hut  all  agreed  that 
the  profpeft  of  a  w«.r  wkh  the  Sardinians 
required  a  conRderable  additioA,  and  that 
they  ifaould  make  preparations  to  receive 
dieniK. 
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CHAP.     V. 

Meleander  confiders  about  the  difpofal  of  bis 
daughter.  He  refolves  to  marry  her  to 
Archombrotus.  He  declares  bis  dejign  to 
Argents^  wbo  demands  two  montbs  to  de- 
liberate  on  it. 

MELEANDER  transferred  to  Ea- 
rimcdes  fuch  part  of  his  cares  as 
related  to  military  preparations,  and  ap* 
plied  himfelf  to  affairs  of  his  private  family. 
Above  all  things  his  thoughts  were  employed 
on  Argenis.  She  was  innocent.  Shewasfault- 
lefs.  She  poflcfledfuperior  graces  and  excel- 
lencies. Yet,  (he  was  the  caufe  of  all  the 
troubles  that  had  lately  difturbcd  Sicily. 
Lycogenes  afpiring  to  marry  her,  railed  a 
ftorm  that  was  with  difficulty  allayed.  Ra- 
dirobanes  fucceeded  him  in  his  pretenfions, 
and  the  event  of  his  repuUe  was  yet  doubt- 
ful. And  there  might  probably  arife  others, 
whom  the  merits  of  the  lady,  and  the  in- 
heritance of  a  crown,  would  enflame  with  the 
fame  defires,  till  fuch  time  as  this  happinefs 

being 
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hcing  beftowed  upon  one,  vrould  put  w 

end  to  the  pretenfions  of  all  others*    At 

leag)th,  the  king  r^folved  to  difpofe  of  bSk 

daughter  in  marriage,  as  deeming  that  titt 

only  and  beiir  remedy  for  all  his  .troubles ; 

and  thinking  not  only  of  a  ibn-tft-law^  but 

of  grand-children,  he  was  delighted  wiA 

the  fweet  idea,  and  his  defire  becanie  the 

more  earneft.    But  whom  ihould  he  eleft 

to  fuch  a  fortune? — he  could  not  find 

among   the  nighbouring  princes  any  that 

were  marriageable.—  "  And  is  there  a  ne- 

ceiTity,  faid  he,  that  I  ihoiild  find  QUt  4 

throne  or  fceptre  ?-— or  is  it  a  Jiuiband  that 

I  fcek  for  my  daughter  ?— Surely  our  an^ 

ceflors  made  a  wife  law,  that  nO  king  ot 

queen  of  Sicily  fhould  add  another  king? 

dom  to  it  by  nraniage,  left  this  country^ 

being  forfaken  by  her  princes,  Iboukl  fall 

under  the  dominion  of  a  more  powferful 

kingdom*.    Sicily  is  of  herXelf  fufficient  to 

breed  and  provide  for  her  pwn  princes,  and 

I  ihall  provide  well  for  my  daughter^  if  i 

give  her  a  huiband  that  {h^\i  0we  to, her 

his  fortune  and  felicity.    It  is  the  cuftongt 

"  of 
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let  there  bi  nobi)ky,.wiiclom,  and  virtue  in- 
lier  trfdleg|K>emv  «ik1  my  Argents  ^n  thr 
ttmnftP^  0iall  bring  him  a  dowry  fiiflieieBC.'^ 
Metednder  was  the  tfiore  imrtined  to  thi^ 
SpinioiH  tieca«fehis  af&ftion  led  hkn  t^ 
Ais  defigo,  that  he  migh^  vaife  his  belpved 
Ardiombrocufi  td  the  conditidn-of  hts  heir 
Sy  thk  marriage.  Neither  did*he  believe 
Ihot  Aigenifl  would  t^bjeft  to  it ;  but  if  fhe 
ftbuid)  he  would  ufe  the  authority  of  i 
parentyjx)  ijifidon  her  obedieivie  to  his  ^ifl. 
it  nemamed  o«ly  to  know  the  young  marfi 
i:mintty  and  defceni: ;  for  however  great 
liii  tktud  w^v^  the  king  would  not-give: 
kis  daughter  to  a  man  of  tow  parentage*. 
Having  fti#fcieRt!y  confidered  all  thefc 
tVingft,  he  wentto  Argenis's  apartment,  and 
put  onthebehavioit-  i^a  father  and  a  king, 
that  lie  qiight  'th^  eaficfr  bring  his  wiflies  to 
tBk&:,  **My  daughter,  faid  he,  I  find 
Aat  $iciiy  complains  of  us,  no  lefs  than 
Weido^of  her  freiqueat  oanomotions  5  for  the: 
deflre  .of  a  kingdom,  and  the  hope  of  a 
Aamage  wit%  thee^  excited  in  Lycogene^ 

and 
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and  jiLidimbanes  t(ie&  atttsnpes  ditt  Hmot 
eoft  fo  nmeh.  txoubie  and  vexatbn  in  duB 
fead.    Wluy  then  do  vcddaf  toiftop-tiio^ 
%riog  £^001  whence  £>  maojr  mi|[:htc&  pro- 
4se^>  by  loaking  choice  Df  »  bt4band*for 
thee  ?-»«^t  ieng^I  am  refi>lved  to  ftfovicfe: 
&fcty  &r  doee,  and  a  fupport  fbriof  pld  age. 
J  wiil  medoubtof  tfafr  con&iit,  fa  do  tkacr 
which  I  might  .bf  my^  cmn  authorh^  wm^ 
iMAd.    Wilt  thou  no^  iiif  At^iMf  fis^ 
ihjr  father  txr  chufea  huftauid  foa  thee?^*^ 
As  a  kiag  aod  a  fkvber  I  have  a  right  to  do« 
ihist  aad  it  bccemqi  tiot.tfa]r«ad«Af  tO; 
«ff  oie  it.";r-T«-The  Udjfxmfixftd  amipco^ 
^bced  anfwered,  tliat.  Q»  ^ifmM  teafidMt 
(tf  it,~-'*  Is  it  then  become  itocfliwy  to  cen^ 
fider,  ("^id:  the  kii^^Mrhether  yoo  will  d*' 
your  dmy  or  nptP^^There  have  bees  ddayt 
more  than  enough*:  I  alk.  ^op^^mfr  chfl4 
if  you  wiH^fae  governed  by  i|ie  ^"•^ATgeots^ , 
tiembiing  to  hear  her  &ther  fpeakfo  abib^ 
iucely,anfwered.£aintlyythac.fhe  would  oinsy 
l^  wi&    and  pkaiiu3e.     Meicandex  cocv 
mended. im^dttty  Jind  affe&ion)  andkifliog^ 
her^  die  ^id,^  •  ^.  Y<mi  knotw  thu  my  life  i% 

not 
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\motidnrcT  to. me  than. my  child,  and  yoii 
do  wdltordf -i^n  your  father.^*  » 

f  '  The  mextdaL^yVa  he  was  walking  in  thfc 
gaqien^  he  called  Archomttfotw  afid^lu 
.♦*  Young  man,  laid  he,  if  an^  enemy  or  a 
.ftraoger  fhould  enqmie  aftser  your  birth  and 
.fionily;  yoB'  might  fufpe6b  the  motive  of  hk 
rcuriofity ;  but  fince  I  who  am  your  friend 
4tsve  been  coMsated  to  remain  £>  long 
-ignoraftt  <i^7tow  qudtty,  you  may  bellevi^ 
•that  I  now  eiiqmremore  f(H^  your  fake  thali 
<itoy  own.  I  havd  bufitie^  of  great  impoiv 
stance,  aodfudiasnughtnot  beun^eafing 
<o  you*  to  comrnuniouie,.  if  I  were  firft 
^kisflod  Gc^tcemmg  your  parentage.— *Yoa 
4tnOw  how  mw:h  I  have  troftcd  you,  though 
^  ftranger;  all  my  ittrets  of  ftate  have  been 
imparted  to  you,  though  a  young  man  and 
a  foreigner;  neidierwere  tbefe' marks  of 
jRavour  above  your  deifiat;  fbr,  to  pais 
over  other  thii^,  I  cannot  forget  diat  you 
haiaiided  your  own  life  to  fave  mine  in  the 
wa^r,  nor  yet  can  I  do  otherwife  than  re* 
member  the  death  of  Lycqgenes.  Aft^ 
tfaefe  mutual  marks  of  fnendfbip  ahd  af** 

fcdion. 
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faftion,  why  are  you  fo  backward  to  ac« 
quaint  me  with  your  parantage-*^  which,. 
Jupiter  be  gracious  to  me  as  I  now 
defire  to  know  only  for  your  honour  and 
advantage?*' 

The  intceaties  of  Mdeander  fliook  the . 
youfog;  man's  refoUition :  he  confidered  what . 
might  be  the  reafon,  why  he  fb  earncsftly 
defired  now  to  know  what  he  fo  long  pa* . 
tiently  bone  to  be  concealed,  and  what  fa* 
vour  it  was  that  couU  ,not  be  conferred' 
upon   him  before  his  family  was  known. 
But  foon  the  marriage  of  Argenis  ftruck 
his  apprehenfion,    becaufe  it  was  upper* 
mod  in  his  mind,  and  preiented  to  his  ima- 
gination the  idea  of  fupreme  felicity.  Then . 
again  he  liJx)ured  toihake  off  that  hope  as 
vain  and  p*efumptuous :    at  length,  with . 
words  more  fettled  than  his  thoughts,  he 
replied,—"  Great  king,  you  have  doubled 
all  your  favours  to  me,  in  permittmg  a. 
mantocfervc.  you  to  whom  you  are  yet  z. 
ftrangervnorcan  Lunderftand  whatfervice- 
I  can  do  you  to  make  me  wicked,  that  is, 

to  difobey  the  abfolute  commands  of  my. 

parents. 
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patents,  irholiate  ftiiQ:l]r<eii)oititd  me  not 
to  fcwsi-nty  xiMcat  and  &miIy««>-«Yet«  that 
you  xtikj  jDOt  thiflk  me  of  a  fro^ard  and 
dbftrate  ctilpofitioiv  I  wiU  difcoi^r  ta;yoa 
all  that  I  may  lawfully,  conceallflgonly  the 
inmes«f  my  country  aisd  patents.  *^-~My 
ctefcMt  a  royal,  and  my  country  in  peace. 
I  cMte  hither  not  by  coa^txl&coi^  ttor  for 
any  diflike  at  lionoe,  iwu:  by  the  elspteia 
command  of  my  parent,  to  be  aRXjvaintcd 
vnth  yom  virtues,  and  your  manner  of 

While  he  was  fpeaHs^ng^  the  king  em- 
braced him  with  renewal  pleafure.  ^^  And 
what,  faid  he,  are  your  thoughts  ei  Sicily  ? 
-^How  do  you  like  our  court  ?■  ■  "or,  to 
come  ftill  nearer,  what  think  you  of  my 
old  age,  and  the  youth  and  dHpofition  of 
my  daughter?'*— Upon  this,  Arcfaombro- 
tus's  hopes  were  raifed  ftill  higher ;  and 
be  anfwercd,  that  he  loved  and  honoured 
ail  rfiefe  in  a  degiwlittle  (hort  of  adoration. 
*'  Well,  faid  the  ki%,  I  mtf  nd  zt  no  left 
price  to  porchafe  thee.»^^>-«I  pj^fs  by  the 
kiling  of  Lycogenes^  and  the  prcfervation 

of 


THE    PIICENIX*        Ha 

^f  my  life :  thcreis  fonaethiag  yet  tojinger, 
that  binds  my  affc6lion5  to  you.  Your 
^ilpolition  bent  to  all  kinds  of  virtue^  your 
converfation  pleafing  ^  your  manners  amir 
able  'y  2ndy  above  all  t&at,  you  have  loved 
me  finccrely.  I  will  never  part  with  y;Ou  j 
and  if)  as  you  have  dedared  (and  I  am 
inclined  to  believe)  you  are^  of  princely 
birth,  I  will  fredy  gpve  y-ou  my  Argie0i5f^ 
who  hath  been  fought  by  fo  njany  fuitors^ 
and  hath  been  the  caufe  of  fo  much  violence. 
How  great  focver  your  parents  may  be, 
they  fhall  not  be  afhamed  of  your  wife.  It 
only  remains,  therefore,  that  you  make  a 
full  difcovery  of  your  birth  and  fortunes, 
and  promife  never  to  forfake  my  white 
hairsi  but  to  live  with  njie  fo  long  as  the 
Gods  Ihall  ordain  my  life,  9nd  then  clofe 
my  eyes." 

Archombrotus  trembled  with  cxcc&  of 
joy,  to  find  that  Jiappinefs  freely  oflfercd  to 
him  which  he  would  have  purchafed  with 
his  beft  blood  >  and  doubtful  whether  he 
fliould  firft  worfhip  the  Gods^. or  thank  the 
iing  for  thi^  bkfling,  he  threw  himfelf  at 

Mclcandcr's 
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Meleandtr's  fccr,  and  embraced  his  knees, 
holding  him  faft,  who  ftrovc  to  hinder  it. 
When  he  was  able  to  fpeak,  there  was  no 
end  of  his  acknowledgements.  Mcleander, 
pleafed  with  his  raptures  of  joy,  threw  his 
arttis  about  his  neck  as  he  kneeled  before 
him.  All  that  were  in  fight  wondered  what 
was  the  meaning  of  thefe  mutual  expreflions 
of  love  and  kindnefs ;  but  the  king  charged 
Archombrotus  to  conceal  the  bufinefs  for 
the  prefent ;  and  returning  to  his  friends, 
he  fpent  fome  time  in  difcourfing  upon 
various  fubjefts.  Afterwards  retiring  into 
the  palace,  with  Archombrotus  walking  by 
his  fide,  "  How  long,  faid  he,  wilt  thou 
delay  our  joys,  by  keeping  us  ignorant  of 
diy  birth?*'— ^*  I  thought,  faid  he,  to  have 
made  this  motion  to  yourmajefty. — I  defirc 
two  months,  in  which  time  I  will  acquaint 
my  parents  with  my  happincfs,  and  return 
with  an  equipage  fit  for  my  birth  and  date, 
and  ais  becomes  your  fon-in-law.  The 
mention  of  his  departure  difplcafed  Mele- 
inder.  "  I  will  not  fuficr  you  to  be  torn 
from  us,  Archombttmis,  faid  he,  unlcfy 

you 
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you  fcorn  our  alliance,  and  lightly  regard 
us,  bccaufe  we  loved  you  firft.  If  you 
accept  our  offer,  wrJte  home  tcJ  yoUr  friends 
and  country  -,  for  you  are  now  too  dear  to 
me  to  be  truftcd  to  the  feas  and  fortune,** 
Archombrotus  perceiving,  by  the  afFcftion 
of  the  good  old  man,  the  part  he  ought  to 
take,  kifled  his  hand,  and  zffured  him  that 
he  would  in  this  and  all  other  reipc6ts  obey 
his  commands. 

The  king,  who  had  not  yet  informed 
Argenis  who  it  was  that  he  had  chofen  for 
her  hufband;  when  Archombrotus  left 
him,  h,e  fent  for  her,  and  repeating  what 
he  had  before  faid,  concerning  the  neceflity 
of  her  marriage,  he  told  her,  that  he 
had  made  chpice  of  a  fpn-in-law  equal 
to  his  utmoft  wifhes  of  royal  cxtradion, 
and  virtues  fuitable  to  his  qualities.  Fi- 
nally, he  explained,  that  it  was  Archom- 
brotus who  feemed  dcftined  to  this  alliance, 
by  the  fates  giving  him  the  honour  of 
faving  the  king's  life,  and  the  ^perfonal 
victory  over  Lycogenes. 

Vol.  III.  H  Meleander 
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Meleander  fpokc  with  an  air  of  fcverity, 
that  feetncd  nearer  to  command  than  advifc. 
Argenis  concealed  her  inward  fenfations, 
and  though  (he  was  greatly  dtfpleafed  to 
be  promifed  in  this  manner  to  a  ftrangcf, 
and  againft  her  liking  •,  yet,  as  if  Qie  allowed 
of  her  father's  defign,  (he  fpoke  after  this 
manner :    **  There  is  nothing  more  to  be 
feared,   than  that  this  fudden  marriage, 
without  the  knowledge  or  approbation  of 
our  friends,  ftiould  be  ill  fpokcn  of ;  and 
it  Ihould  be   reported,   that  Radirobancs 
was  unjuftly  yejefted  and  expelled,   that 
you  might  have  room  to  fhew  you  partiality 
for  Archombrotus.    There  ought  therefore 
to  be  fome  time  allowed  to  take  off  the 
furprize   of  this   novelty,   and  that   men 
might  know  Archombrotus  was  a  lover,  be- 
fore they  fee  him  a  hufband.'* — This  rejjbn 
fccmedpf  fome  weight  to  Meleander ;  yet 
fearing  that  the  princefs  put  in  this  delay 
on  purpofe  to  break  off  the  marriage,  he 
fpcAe  thus  to  try  her.     **  If  we  muft  give 
fome  time  to  report,  let  us  not  give  too 
much  to  fortune.    What  time,  Argenis, 

do 
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do  yatf  juc^e  to  be  neccflary  ? " — She  dc- 
dioed  an  aisfwer,  referring  k  10  the  kii^g^s 
pkafore;  and  when  her  f^ihcr  Mrjged  her 
repe^edly^  at  kngdi,  refei<aalitly^  md  as 
if  fhe  were  fixuag  the  term  of  her  ovn  Hfe, 
— "  It  feems  to  me,  faid  fhe,  that  two 
months  will  be  time  fufficient."— Then  the 
king  aflured  himfelf,  that  fhe  wanted  to 
gain  time  for  herfelf,  rather  than  report ; 
yet,  that  he  might  not  feem  too  hard  with 
her  in  every  point, — "  Will  you  then  pro- 
mife  me,  faid  he»  that  you  will  not  oppofe 
the  conclufion  of  the  marriage  at  that 
time  ?" — "  I  will,  replied  (h^j  and  by  the 
afliftance  of  the  Gods,  I  hope  never  to  offend 
you  in  words  or  adtions."— She  promifed  the 
more  freely,  becaufe  fhe  hoped,  that  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  that  time  Polyarchus 
would  arrive,  and  afcertain-  both  their  lives 
and  happinefs  -,  but  if  he  fhould  not  come, 
ihe  was  fixed  on  ufing  her  liberty  in  death, 
as  defiring  to  live  no  longer.  But  the  king 
put  a  more  agreeable  conflrudion  upon  her 
words,  believing,  that  in  obedience  to  her 
father's  commands,  fhe  fubdued  thofe  af- 
H  2  feftions 
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fedtions  that  had  formerly  attacked  ite 
freedpm  of  her  thoughts.  He  therefore 
fpoke  kindly  to  her,  as  a  conqueror,  aiul 
fecure  of  his  purpde ;  and  for  that  time 
difmiffed  her  from  his  prefence^ 
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CHAP.    VL 

Argents  taments  her  misfcrtunes.'^Sbe  writes 
to  P&fyarcius ;  and  acquaints  Arfidas  with 
her  defigHy  who  undertakes  to  find  out 
fok/archuSy  and  deliver  her  letters  to  him. 

ARGENIS  being  vexed  with  fo  man^ 
forrows,  thought  more  of  her  own 
mifcrics  than  of  the  public  h^ppinefs.  She 
confidcrcd,  that  when  Lycogcnes  was  over- 
come, (he  was  perfcciued  by  Radirobanes. 
She  was  hardly  freecf  frona  that  danger,  and 
Sicily  began  to  take  breath,  when  greater 
fears  purfued  her  from  Archombrotys,  who 
fcemed  to  have  fo  much  power  to  diftrefs 
her,  that  fhe  could  almoft  wilh  for  Radi- 
robanes again.  "  Mull  I  then  (exclaimed 
fte)  for  ever  bewail  either  my  country  or- 
myfelf  ? — Will  the  fates  compromifc  the 
miferies  of  Sicily  upon  no  eafier  terms,  than 
that  I  muft",  with  my  Kfe, .  redeem  the 
people  from  their  calamities  ? — Muft  this 
pomp,  thefe  honours,  this  beauty,  be  the 
H  2  inftruments 
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inftrumeftts  of  facrificc,  with  which  I  muft 
be  offered  up  to  the  offended  Gods  of 
Sicily? — Muft  I  be  the  Macaria  of  Her- 
cules, or  Agamemnon's  Iphigenia,  and 
putchafe  the  fccurity  of  others  only  with 
my  innocent  blood  ?— But  fortune  fball  not 
miiich  longer  make  me  her  mockery:— this 
tenth  wave  fhall  either  end  the  ftorm,  or 

fink  my  bark  at  once. The  Gods  are 

my  witneffes  how  willingly  I  would  fly  to 
death  for  deliverance  from  thefe  evils  !•— . 
Did  I  t)^t  fear  for  thy  fake,  Polyarchus  !— 
and  had  not  Seleni0a  taught  me  by  her 
death,  that  it  is  a  rcft^e  for  the  wicked  ^— • 
Then  Ihc  began  carefully  to  confidcr, 
whether  Ihe  (hould  wait  the  return  of 
Polyarchus,  or  haften  his  coming  by  let- 
ters.'^^It  was  now  above  a  month  fmce  his 
departure :  he  appointed  to  return  by  the 
end  of  the  third  month  $  and  it  was  the 
part  of  fuch  a  lover  as  Polyarchus  rather  to 
prevent  the  time,  than  tarry  to  the  laft  day 
of  it :  yet  fhe  determined  to  write,  not- 
withftandingi    and  frcih    words  ofiering 

with 


I 
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with  fttfh  anguiih^  (he  thiu  in  a  letter  ex* 
preiTed  hcrfclf. 

ArGSKIS     to    POLYARCHUS. 

^p  HO  UGH  I  am  abfent  from  thee, 
Polyarchus,  perhaps  I  know  the  ftate 
of  thy  health  better  than  thou  doft ;  for 
though  thou  may'ft  not  feel  thy  ficknefe, 
I  am  aflured  thou  wilt  fliare  my  fate  \  and 
how  fhort  a  date  of  life  is  allotted  to  me, 
thou  (halt  underftand  by  this  letter.  Radi- 
robanes  violating  the  honour  of  a  kmgs  and 
the  kws  of  hofpitality,.  becauie  I  refufed 
to  be  his,  laid  a  fchemc  to  carry  me  off  by 
violence,  which  was  ready  to  be  eSefted, 
when  the  treachery  being  difcovercd,  we 
cfeaped  to  the  town,  and  he  returned  to 
his  fleet.  Upon  this,  his  love  being 
changed  into  rage  and  hatred,  he  caft  bafc 
afpcrfions  upon  my  honour,  as  if  I  had 
loved  thee  more  freely  than  virtue  allows. 
Selcniffa  had  betrayed  the  fee  rets  of  our 
friendfhip  to  him,  and  on  that  circumftance 
it  was,  that  this  wicked  man  grounded  his 
'  H  4  malice 
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malice  againft  me  :  but  my  father  defended' 
me  and  the   truth;    and  Selcnifia,    by  a^ 
violent  death,    made  fatisfaftion  for. her 
treachery.     But  Radirobanes  departed  for 
Siirdinia,  furely  to  be  puniflied  hereafter, 
if  the  ^Gods  are  juft.     1  began  to  be  happjr 
after  his  departure,  when  my  father 
(I  am  almoft  afraid  to  tell  it,    left  you' 
Ihould  hate  him ;  but  you  ought  rather  tO' 
be  difpleafed  wkh  the  fates  that  diftrels 
us) —  my  father  commanded  me  to  love 
Archombrotus.     He  tells^  me  that  he  i» 
defcendcd  from  kings  •,  that  his  perfon,  hi» 
behaviour,  and  his  difpofition  pleafe  him  ^ 
and  finally,  that  he  fhall  be  his  fon-in-}aWir 
I  durft  not  provoke  my  father  by  an  ab* 
folute  refufal  -,  I  chofc  rather,  under  another 
pretence,   to  gain  fo  much  time  as  was- 
fufficient  for  thy  return.     Two  months  are 
granted  me,  at  the  end  of  which  I  iliuft 
confent  to  this  marriage.     If  within  that 
time  thou  return,  I  will  go  with  thee^  if 
otherwife,   we  will  neglefl:  no  means  of 
cfcaping.     But,  if  thou  abandon  me,^— on 
my  wedding  day,  and  in  my  bridal  ornai 

mcnts, 
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ments,  when  1117  father  fiiali  require  my 
hand  for  Archombrotus,  I  will  fay,  it  is 
confecrated  to  the  io&mal  Gods,  and  withal 
will  ftab  myfelf  .to  the  heart  with  ac^aggci' 
that  I  will  wear  concealed  for  that  purpofc. 
1£  this  (hbuld  happen,  hear,  O  Polyarchus, 
my  laft  requcft,  and  think  that  Argenis 
fpeakk  to  thee  weltering  in  her  own  blood  1 
—-Pity  and  forgive  my  father ;  it  will  be 
pqnifliment  enough'  for  him  to  behold  the 
ipedtaclo  of  my  .death..  I  leave  ic  to  thee  to 
determine  the  fate  of  Archombrotus ;  but 
i£  thou  (halt  fuffer  Radirobanes  to  live  un-^ 
puni&ed^.I  will  return  from  the  grave  ta 
remind  thee  of -thy  duty;;  Take  thy  fulL 
revenge  upon'that  traitor,  who,  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  his  power,  robbed  me  of  my  honour^ 
and  let  him  know,  by  thy  refentmentj'  how 
great  a  crime  he  hath  committed.  Having 
executed  my  revenge,,  caufe  my  name  to  be 
cagraven  upon  the  tomb  of*  thy  anceftors, 
together  with  an  account  of  ourmisfortunes, 
that  pofterity  may  >know- our  fidelity,  and 
lament  our  fate.  But  tbou,  Polyarchus, 
avoidthefight  of  this  ifland,  except  thou 
\.     H  5  haft 
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haft  love  enough  for  mj  afbes»  to  take  the 
wrn  of  thy  betrothed  wife  into  thy  boibm^ ' 
or,  what  is  better,  to  bury -it  with  thy  an- 
ceftors.— Prevent  all  thefc  HMfchicfs  by  thy 
return  hither,  if  poflible  r  but  if  thou  canft 
not  arrive  in  time,  refped  the  laft  com- 
mands of  thy  dying  Argenis,  and  five  to 
love  my  memory. 

Having  fealed  her  letters,  (he  confidered 
to  whofe  fidelity  fhe  fliould  truft  this  im- 
portant conwniffion;  for  Timoclea  had 
been  but  a  few  days  before  preferred  t<y 
Seleniffa's  place,  and  (he  judged  it  improper 
to  truft  a  fecrct  of  fo  great  confequence  to 
her.  Neither  did  flie  chufc  to  employ 
Arfidas  alone  in  thefe  private  meflagcs^ 
|eft,  being  tired  with'fo  many  dangers,  he 
fbould  ftand  in  fear  of  the  king's  difplcafure. 
Yet  fhe  thought  none  fo  proper  for  this 
einploymcnt,  becaufe  te  only  was  privy  fi^ 
the  engagement  and  fecret  correfpondencf 
between  her  and  Polyarchus.  At  Icr^th 
fte  fent  for  him,  and  thus  fpoke  to  him. 
**  If  I  feared  that  you,  Adidas,   would 

betray 
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betray  or  forfake  mc,  I  would  call  to  your 
mind  the  fate  of  Selcntffa,  who,  as  I  thinks 
found  the  ftings  of  her  treafon  (harper  than 
death  itfelf,  becaufe  fhe  flew  to  that  as  a 
remedy    for  them:    for  you  fhall  know, 
though  my  father  and. I  thought  beft  to 
conceal  it,  that  old  woman  difeovered  to 
Radirobanes  the  fecret  of  my  engagement 
with  Polyarchus;    and  afterwards,    flung 
with  remorfe,  Ihe  punifhed  hcrfclf  with  her 
own  hand*     But  thou  (halt  receive  greater 
reward  for  thy  fidelity  if  we  live,  than  fhe 
fuffered   punifhmcnt  for  her  wickcdncfs. 
This  bufinefs  draws  to  a  conclirfion ;  cx^ 
ped  greater  acknowfcdgements  from  us, 
than  thy  modefty  will  fuffer  thee  to  imagine: 
but  at  this  time  Thave  letters  of  confcquencc. 
that  muft  be  delivered  to  Folyarchus  with 
the  utmoft  diligence  and  fidelity.     Do  yom 
make  choice  of  a^trufty  meflcnger,  but  l^t : 
it  be  one  whofe  fidelity  you  have  expe- 
rienced.**—— Arfidas    paufed   not   longV 
**Lady,  repfied  he,  T  know  of  none  more, 
ftithftil  than  myfelf— — -Why  then  would 
you  difcharge  mc  from  your  fcrvicr,  as  if: 
H6  Idc- 
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I  deferved  to  be  difmifled  with  difgrace  ?— - 
I  am  ready  to  perform  whatever  you  (hall 
command  i  and  I  wiU  feek  Polyarchus  in 
any  part  of  the  world/* 

Argenis  rgoiced  at  his  free  promife,  and 
enquired  what  pretence  he  could  make  for 
going  out  of  the  Ifland.  •*  There  is,  faid 
Ariidas,  a  country  in  Italy  called  Latium, 
upon  the  coaft  of  which  is  Antium,  a  town . 
famous  for  the  temple  of  Fortune,  which 
is  held  in  great  reverence,  and  vifited  with 
much  devotion.  I  will  feign  a  vow  to  the 
Goddefs,  and  my  pilgrimage  fliall  pais  un* 
fufpeded.  When  I  an\  out  of  Sicily,  it  is 
eafy  to  mal^e  excuies  for^  longer  voyage  i 
bufinefs,  curiofity,  or  religious  vows  to 
other  places.  .  Only  honour  me  with  your 
trommand;,  and  inftru£l  me  which  way  to 

dired  my  courfe." "  If,  faid  Argenis, 

you  are  refolved  to  deferve  my  thanks  and 
prayers,  I  wilh,  my  Arfidas,  that  you  would 
life  the  utmoft  ipeed  and  diligence. — You 
Jhall  find  Polyarchus  in  his  own  country^ 
or  elfe  on  his  way  hither.  And  now  you 
Ihall  hear  from  me  this  day  more  than 

Selenifia 
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Sclchifla  did  in  many  years.  There  is  in 
Gallia,  a  river  called  Araris,  that  runs  into 
another  called  the  Rhone.  The  country  on 
each  fide  both  thefe  rivers  is  Polyarchus's 
native  land ;  his  parents  reign  there,  and 
he,  their  only  fon,  muft  inherit  the  king- 
dom. Obferve  to  what  a  man  you  fhall 
render  this  fervice  !— If  he  be  at  home  fear 
not,  the  very  dumb  walls  will  diredt  you  to 
their  prince :  only  do  you  perfua(Je  him,  as  my. 
letters  urge,  to  return  hither  with  all  fpeed, 
and  not  to  rely  upon  his  own  valour,  but 
bring  with  him  an  armed  force  out  of  his 
own  kingdom.  You  fliall  firft  vifit  the 
temple  of  Fortune  at  Antium,  for  you  muft 
go  by  that  coaft :  falute  the  Goddefs  in  my 
name,  and  enquire  of  her  the  fate  of  this 
journey  and  my  hopes.  Receive  from  mc 
this  ring,  and  as  often  as  you  look  upon 
your  finger,  remember  that  my  fafety,  and 
that  of  the  prince  of  Gallia,  depend  upon 
your  care  and  fidelity." — With  thefe  words, 
Argenis  gave  him  a  ring  of  great  value, 
and  her  letters  to  .Polyarchus*  ^ 

Arfidas 
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Arfidas  was  pleaicd  to  hear  of  the  royal: 
birth  and  dignity,  of  Polyarchus,  yet  he 
wondered  that  this  alliance  fhoukl  be  at- 
tended with  fo  many  difficulties,    till  h'e. 
lecolle&ed  that  famous  law  of  Sicily,  whicJi. 
forbade  their  kings  to  marry  with  any  ftate. 
greater  thah  their  own  j  and '  ir  was  well 
known  that  Melcandcr  was  a  ftrift  obferver 
of  his  country's  laws,  and  aifo  particularly 
admired  and  revered  this  ordinance*    Then 
Arfidas  commended  the    wifidom  of    the. 
lady,  who  toncealed  her  engagement  from 
her  father  and    all    Sicily^    and   likewife 
acknowledged,   that  it  was  ncccflary   for 
Polyarchus  to  bring  an  army  out  of  Gallia, , 
which  fhould  fcrve  againft  Archombrotus, . 
and  at  the  fame  time  ufe  its  influence  to ; 
abrogate  this  law. 
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CHAP.    VII. 

Jrjidas  vtfits  the  temple  of  F&rtttne.     HU 
converfatfon  witth  the  prieft  there. 

TH  E  ncit'  day  Arfidas,  after  facri- 
ficing  to  the  Gods  for  good  fuccefs, 
fct  out  upon  hiy  voyage^  A  fair  wind 
gave  him  a  fhort  and  pleafant  paflage  ioto 
Italy.  There  changing  his  ibip,  bccaufe 
he  would  not  ufe  Sicilians  or  Tailors  that 
know  the  country;  he  pafled  by  Graecia 
M^or»  and  having  douhkd  the  Etrufcan 
coaii,  came  to  Antium.  There  was  upon 
;he  ihore  an  antient  temple,  which  in  old 
tinrtea  had  been  dedicated  to  Fortune.  The 
lohabkafits  (hewed  it  to  Arfidas>  who,  when 
firft  he  beheld  it,  faluted  the  deity  with  a 
fiknt  reverence,  and  proibrated  himielf  upon 
the  iand.  from  thence  goingto  the  temple, 
the  prieft  met  him,  dreft  ifi  a  white  robe 
bordered  with  purple  j  his  long  white  hair 
flowed  upon  his  fhoulders,  and  his  head 
was  circled  with  a  wreath  of  laurel ;  in  his 
hand  he  carried  aftaflf  crowned  in  the  like 

manner. 
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manner.    When   he   faw  Arfidas   in  the 
habit  of  a  traveller  coming  to  the  templc» 
he  thus  courteoufly  faluted  him :  >^  Stranger^ .. 
thou  art  welcome  ! —  Whether  thou  comeft 
to  petition  the  Goddefs  for  future  favours, 
or  being  by  her  delivered  from  thy  fears,  ^ 
bringeft  a  grateful  mind  fit  to  deferve^new 
bleflings,  —  enter,    and  prcfent    thyfelf  ^ 
before  a  gracious  deity,  and  either  with- 
proper  facrifices,    or  with  incenfe  if  it  pleaie^ 
thee  better,  pay  thy  devotions,  and  render 
her  propicious  to  thee."— —"  Father,  re-* 
plied  Arfidas,  this  habit  denotes  thee  to  be 
the  chief  prieft  of  this  place;    therefore,- 
before  I  prefcrit  myfelf  before  the  Goddefs,' . 
inftru£fc  me  in  what  manner  I  mu(t  be  puri-^ 
fied,  and  what  kind  of  facrifices  are  required  . 
to  render  my  worfliip  acceptable  ? — ^Tell  ' 
me    alfb,    whether  I  may  appear  before . 
Fortune  in  the  habit  of  a  traveller,  for  I  * 
greatly  defire  to  facrificfe  to  the  Goddefs,  . 
and  the  feafon,  fit  for  my  voyage,  will  not 

admit  of  any  long  delay  f The  prieft 

(hewed  him  a  fountain  near  the  temple ;  he 
bade  him  there  waih  his  hands  and'  eyei 

three 
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three  times,  and  in  the  mean  time,  he  would 
bring  him  a  robe  and  a  crown,  fuch  as  were 
worn  by  thofe  that  approached  the  Goddcfs; 
and  there  were  in  the  court  of  the  temple 
bealls  proper  for  facrifice,  to  oe  foJd. 
*'  Go  then,  father,  feid  Arfidas,  and  make 
choice  of  fuch  as  thou  knoweft  to  be  moft 
acceptable  to  Fortune :"  And  f6  faying^ 
he  filled  his  right  hand  with  pieces  of  gold. 
While  the  prieft  went  about  the  preparation 
for  the  facrifice  that  he  found  moft  pro- 
fitable to  himfelf,  Arfidas  and  his  followers 
were  purified  at  the  fountain.  After  having 
curforily  viewed  the  gates,  and  the  votive 
tablets  that  hung  about  the  entrance,  he 
dwelt  fomewhat  longer  upon  an  ancient 
marble  that  prefented  thefe  verfes  to  thofe 
that  entered  the  temple. 

Hence,  ye  prophane !  let  not  the  man  prefumc» 
That  harbours  vice,  within  thefe  walls  to  come  !«-•  - 
Nor  he,  whom  cnvy^s  poifon'd  teeth  devour;  ^ 
Nor  he,  whofe  craving  hands  opprefs  the  poor; 
Who  impionlly  his  parents  death  deiires. 
Or  he  who  burn*  id  laft's  unhallpw'd  fires. 
It  boots  thee  not,  blind  man.  with  humbled  face 
To  pray,  or  gifts  upon  the  altar  place; 

Unleft 
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Unlefi  with  coatrke  tears  thou  cfetnfe  iky  heart* 

And  loave  th^  iins  behind^  far  hence  depart  !-^ 

Their  pray'rs  or  vi£^ims  blood  will  not  appeafo 

The  deity,  who  wants  not  gifts  like  thefe. 

He  with  a  word  made  all  thii^  $  he  gave  vtins 

That  fomilh  all  great  nature's  (lore  contaioK 

Idumea's  balmy  the  pcecivus  fpicy  trec^ 

The  richeH  frankincenfe  of  Arat>y ; 

The  fame  h^nd  caiu'd  from  feveral  faps  to  gro^. 

And  on  them  heavenly  fragrance  did  bellow. 

Why  boaft  thy  liberality  to  heaven, 

Vhto  to  th«  earth  k$  lUmoft  wealth  hath  given  ^ 

Sla^  vidimst  offer  gifts,  for  fear  or  love 

Befiow  thy  gold  !«— But  think  not  thoa  to  Jots'' 

Can'ft  fell  his  own  goods  at  fo  dear  «  rate» 

Or  with  foch  fmoke  thy  vices  expiate. 

And  now  the  prsefl:  came  forth  with  tlie 
fiicrificcs^  and  Arfidas  la  a  white  robe,  with 
a  crowq  of  laurel  on  his  head,  proftrated 
himfelf  before  the  image  of  the  Goddcfs, 
and  offered  his  vows  for  Argenis  and  him- 
felf. The  prieft  made  choice  of  a  fucking 
calf  and  t>yo  twin -lambs  for  the  facrifice: 
he  tut  off  die  head  of  the  firft,  and  dif* 
patched  the  others  with  the  knife,  that  tlieir 
heads  might  fervc  for  the  table.  The  prieft 
then  cried  out  aloud,  that  die  entrails  pro- 

mifed 
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mife  j  all  good  fuccds  -,  and  enquiring  of 
tfae  oracle,  he  declaned  that  Fortune  granted 
whatever  Arfidas  defired :  afterwards  they 
dnejSed  for  themfelves  what  had  been  of- 
fered to  the  Goddefe.  While  they  were  at 
the  banquet,  and  their  companions  were 
drinking  freely,  Arfidas  began  to  difpute 
with  thQ  prieft  conqerning  fate,  deftiny,  and 
the  power  of  Fortune  over  the  world,  for 
by  his  difcourfe  he  discovered  him  to  be  a 
philofopher ;  and  be  perceiving  that  Arfidas 
was  a  man  of  underHanding  and  learning 
alfo,  thought  h^Q  worthy  to  be  acq^ain^^ 
with  the  higheft  myfteriei  of  tbek  rcHgiOfl^ 
and  therpforf  began  thus  to  %>cak  of  tbenv 
"  The  common. people  are  fa  ignorant^ 
worthy  ftranger,  of  what  we  worfhip  under 
the  name  of  Fortune,  that  they  have  cor- 
rupted this  myftery  by  a  falfc  and  pcrvcrfe 
conftruftion  of  it.  They  call  Fortune 
whatever  is  uncertain,  and  they  account  for 
uncertain  whatever  is  undiicoverable  by 
human  rcafon.  Therefore  they  deem  For- 
tune a  blind  and  mmablc  deity,  and  charge 
her  whom  they  wor&ip  with  more  crimes^ 

than 
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than  they  would  bear  in  a  mortal.    If  ^y 
their  own  faults  they  have  111  fucccfs,  if^ 
they  arc  deceived  in  their  vairt  expeftatio'ns, 
prefently  they  lay   all  the    blame    upon 
Fortune.     They   reproach  her,    that  fhe 
prefers  wicked  men  to  riches  and  honours, 
that  fhe  pays  no  refpeft  to  the  good,    and 
fcarcely  judges  rightly  of  any  thing.    Nor 
dothefc  unhappy  men  perceive  that  this- 
Fdrtunc  is  no  divinity,    but  a  phantom 
of  their  fuperftitious    minds,    who    with' 
fuperBuous  careai,  fear  and  worfhip    their' 
own  inventions.     Fqr   this   deity  which 
they   feign    to    thcnrifelvcs,    either   can' 
or    cannot  difpofe    the   event   of  thofe 
things  that  happen^  to  mortal  men,    ac* 
<ordiiig  to  their  prayers  and  defires:     if 
fhe  cannot,  of  what  ufe  is  this  unprofitable 
Goddcfr,   who  hath  no  rule  in  her  own* 
kingdom  ?— Why  then  do  we  build  temples  ^ 
to  her  ?    why  do  we  enquire  at  her  oracle,  / 
or  rentier  her  favourable  to  us  bythecx^ 
pence  of  facrifices  ? — It  mull  be  a  vain  de- 
votion which  we  ufe,  where  there  is  nothing 
to  fear  or  to  hope.-— But  if  you  think: 

human. 
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"human  affairs  are  in  her  difpofal,.  andxtif- 
tributed  according  to  the  piety  of  her  fup- 
pliants,  it  is  nb  longer  this  Fortuns  joi^ 
the  vulgar,  that  fcatters  her  bleffings  indif- 
criminately  without  judgment.  To  fpeak 
more  plainly,  you  came  hither  to  obtain 
£>mewhat  of  Fortune;  you  haare  offered 
facrifice,  fhe  hath  aco^ted  it.  Do  you 
ixlieve  that  your  affairs  will  Aicceed  better^ 
than  if  you  had  neglefted  this  duty  ?— 
If  you  believe  this,  then  is  not  Fortune  raih 
or  blind,  but  knows  upon  whom  it  is  fit  to 
rbeflow  her.  favours  •,  that  is,  (he  is  not  that 
Fortune  of  the  vulgar:-  but  if  you  think 
this  facrifice. unprofitable,  why  then  do  you 
pay  this  devotion^  when  it  cannot  profit 
you  ?— But  perhaps  you  wilffay,  we  come 
not  here  to  alter  the  deftiny  that  is  ordained 
,to  our  cnterprize,  but  to  learn  from  the 
oracle  what  it  is.— If  you  think  fo,  you 
confefs  that  Fortune  knows  wherein  the 
Gods  will  reward  or  punifh  you ;  and  in 
'iconfcquence,  that  nothing  falls  out  in  the 
world  without  the  dire^ion  or  appointment 
of  the  Gods,    You  fee,  noble  (h-angcr, 

how 
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bow  I  hvrt  dsgtadcd  Fwnmei  not  her 
that  I  worihip»  but  hisr  whom  the  ignoraiH 
feign,  and  whofe  ckaraAer  oinnot  jpoffibly 
^ree  with  that  abfokue  hrckR&wM^ 
that  goTerncth  the  wdcid,  .  which  firft 
framed  nature,  gaxre  sdl  tlungstheflr  pci^er 
cau&S)  and  doth  by  a  ftcret  di%<t&ife  of 
its  own,  contidije  and  pv6pagaf]e  tbena. 

Now  thatpdwv  and  fbrekno«rled£^  «f 
God,  which  fonefees  all  things  tocomcy  and 
clearly  apprehends  whatever  is  unkhCMni  to 
xOy  is  what  wc  philofopters  worlhip  iinder 
the  name  of  Fovttme^  faecanfe  tfanfe  things 
that  fecin  ca&uil  to  ourblifRdnefs,are.ccrtam 
to  him  who  forefees  aJl  things.  At  these- 
fore  we  cair  the  wifdom  of  God,  Palksrs 
as  we  call  him  by  dlfieretit  names  in  rain 
and  faff  weather,.  ft>  that  part  of  his  govern- 
ment which  is  hidden  from  iM,  and  holds 
onr  minds  m  Itripence,  we  caB  Fortune; 
To  her  we  ere6t  a  temple  and  an  image; 
that  (he  might  teacA  trs  tWngs  to  comr, 
make  our  futinr  aftions  fuccefsfwt,  and 
accept  the  prayers  wcoJfer  up  fer  owrfafeiy  5 
which,  if  we  preftr  with  a  refigiims  heart, 

they 
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they  are  then  available.  This  is  the 
Fortune,  ftranger,  that  you  muft  worlhip, 
I  mean  the  Supreme  Being,  who  hath  pro- 
mifed  a  happy  event  to  thy  purpofes,  .Go 
then  under  the  proteftion  of  our  Fortune, 
that  is,  the  greateft  of  all  the  Gods  " 
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CHAP.    VIII. 

/Irftdas  goes  on  board  a  Jlrangejhip.  Gobrias 
relates  the  biftory  of  bis  kingdom. — The 
fiate  of  Britomandes.  Tbe  tyranny  of  Com- 
mindorix.  The  dijtrefs  of  timandra.  The 
birtb  and  infancy  of  AJiioriftes. 

THE  mafter  of  the  (hip  twice  inter- 
rupted the  philofophy  of  the  pricft, 
warning  Arfidas,  that  it  was  no  time  to 
hinder  or  delay  his  voyage  •,  therefore  re- 
turning thanks  to  the  venerable  pricft  for  his 
wife  and  pious  inftrudlions,  he  gave  him  more 
money,  to  make  another  facrifice  to  the 
Goddefs  for  their  profperous  voyage. 
The  pricft  attended  him  to  the  fliore,  and 
he  went  on  board  his  (hip.  With  fair  and 
profperous  winds  he  paft  by  Latium,  and 
entered  the  Etrufcan  fca,  which  near  the 
Ihore  is  fliU  of  deep,  byt  not  dangerous 
paffages.  They  came  next  upon  the  coaft 
of  Liguria,  when  they  elpicd  afar  off  many 
fliips,  that  appeared  like  little  clouds,  or 

rocks 
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rocks  juft  emerging  above  the  water.  A^ 
they  drew  nearer,  tiie  mafter  toW  them 
fhey  were  either  a  fleet  of  Ihips  of  war,  or 
clfc  of  pirates,  that  meant  to  fpoil  and  rob 
along  the  coaft  thereabout.  That  the  fafcft 
courfe  for  them,  was  to  make  for  the 
fliore,  tho*  he  was  tinacquainted  with  it. 
But  the  fteep  and  ragged  rocks  hindrcd  the 
Ihip  from  coming  near  the  (hore ;  neither 
if  they  tould  hav»c  landed,  had  they  any 
way  to  afcend  thofe  cliffs  ;  therefore  while 
the  Tailors  were  in  jeopardy  between  the  two 
dangers,  the  Ihip  was  enclofcd  between  the 
gallics  that  were  fent  out  to  fetch  them. 
Arfidas  wanted  not  courage  to  defend 
himfelf  to  the  laft  extremity,  but  the  ti- 
morous failors  reminded  him  of  the  fea- 
man's  law,  if  they  refitted  they  muft  expeft 
nothing  but  death;  but  if  they  ftruck  their 
fails  and  furrendered,  they  might  expeft 
gentler  ufage.  The  mariners  repeated 
thefe  things  to  Arfidas,  and  becaufe  he 
was  backward  to  yield,  they  ftruck  fail  of 
their  own  accord,  and  taking  in  their  oars^ 
waited  the  commands  of  thofe  that  came 
Vol.  III.  r  towards 
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.towai:ds  them.  But  when  the  other  galFics 
had  fattened  the  (hip  t»  their  own,  they  began 
io  enquire  in  a  friendly  manner  what  they 
.^cre,  and  whither  they  were  bound  ?~Thc 
faiJors  inftvcrcd  truly  that  they  were  bound 
CO  Marfcilfes,  being  hired  by  a  ftranger,  and 
\vithal  pointed  to  Arfidas.  He  being  quef- 
lioned,  anftwred  more  doubtfully,  as  one 
that  knew  not  to  whom  he  was  fpeaking: 
be  was  therefore  taken,  and  carried  on 
board  another  fliip,  that  which  he  came  in 
Jt)cing  commanded  to  follow.  Yet  they 
hurt  him  not,  but  de0red  he  would  ex- 
xuk  their  behaviour,  when  they  car- 
Tied  him  to  their  general  Not  far  off, 
came  the  admiral's  fliip,  with  fwelling 
fails,  without  the  help  of  oars,  into  which 
when  Arfidas  was  carried,  the  general  met 
him,  and  giving  him  his  right  hand,  told 
him  in  the  Greek  language,  not  to  fear 
any  injury  from  liim*  "  But  fuch,  laid  he, 
is  the  order  of  war,  that  we  muft  examine 
all  that  pafs  by  us,  not  only  our  enemies, 
bccaufe  oftentimes  we  gain  information 
from  friends  and  ftrangers,  of  what  it  con- 
cerns 
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cerns  us  to  know;  yet  if  I  had  boarded 
your  fhip,  upon  your  word  given,  I  would 
not  have  hindred  your  voyage,  if  you  are 
in  hafte  to  go."  Upon  this  courteous  Ian* 
guage,  Arfidas  grew  more  confidonx^  andi^ 
as  far  as  he  thought  prudent,  related  hia 
bufineis  ^  faying,  that  he  was  a  Sicilian, 
and  was  going  to  vifit  a  friend  in  Gallia. 
•*  Let  me  iiot  be  reckoned  an  intruder, 
faid  the  other,  if  I  defire  you  to  be  mf 
gueft  for  this  night :  you.ihall  reft  in  my 
own  ihip,  and  be  accommodatsed  with  the 
beft  entertainnoetit  we  can  give  you.  .  I  am 
the  officer  of  a  great  king,  who  follows 
us  with  the  flower  of  his  army. .  To-mor- 
row I  will  prcfcmt  you  to  him,  for  he  loves 
to  fee  any  man  that  comes  out  of  Sicily  ; 
perhaps  he  may  defire  to  learn  fomcwhat  of 
you,  and  I  think  you  will  reckon  it  among 
the  favours  of  fortune,  to  have  JKcn  ac- 
quainted with  fo  ^acious  a  prince.**  As 
Arfidas  knew  that  it  would  fignifynothing 
to  be  rcfraftory,  for  by  that  means  be  might 
render  himfelf  fufpe£)»d,  and  have  a  ftridbcp 
guard  fet  over  hun,  he  anfwered  libd 
I  2  -    one 
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one  that  was  well  pleafed,  that  he  was  en^ 
tirdy  at  the  general's  command ;  that  a  man 
fo  made  a  piiibner,  and  one  innocent  j>f 
any  evil  defign,  had  nothing  to  fear,  nor 
needed  to  Ihun  the  fece  of  any  man. 

After  this  difcourfe  had  paffed  between 
them,  they  by  various  difcourlcs  dilpofed 
their  minds  and  countenances  to'  chearful- 
nefs  on  both  fides ;  the  general,  that 
Arfidas  might  have  no'caufe  to  fear ;  and 
the  other,  that  he  might  not  feem  difpleafed 
with  his  reftraint.  They  cohverfed  toge- 
ther, tiU  the  friendfhip  that  at  firft  was 
feigned,  by  degrees  became  fincore,  by 
the  delights  of  agreeable  converfation. 
Such  is  the  nature  of  man,  that  npble  minds 
are  eafily  acquainted ;  and  Arfidas,  though 
a  prifoner  and  retarded  in  his  voyage,  yet 
willingly  forgave  what  had  been  done; 
while  the  general  behaved  with  all  kind- 
nels  to  Arfidas,  that  he  might  depart  his 
friend.  When  therefore  they  had  dif- 
cour&d  on  various  fubjeftS,  at  length  Go- 
brias,  (fb  was  the  general  called)  queftion- 
od  Ar&das  of.  the  affairs  of  Sicily,  and  the 

nature 


nature  of  the  country*— He  briefly  related 
the  ftory  of  the  civil  war,  the  rebellion 
of  Lycogenes,  the  ^e  and  virtues  of  Mt- 
.  leander,  and  whatever  nuight  be  told  with- 
.  out  mentionof  Polyarchus  ^  but  he  care- 
fully avoided  his  namt^  not  chuiing  to  be 
obliged,  to  fpe^k  of  him  before  a  ftranger. 
Gobri^s  was.  djelighted  with  this  relation, 
and  the  juft  event  of  the  war.  On  the 
other  fide,  Arfidas  enquired  the  king's 
.jiame,  to  whpm  he  fliould  be  prefented,  the 
couritry  that  he  commanded,  and  the  dcfign 
of  thia  great  fleet.  Gobrias  paufed  a  lit 
tit,  to  recoJlca  himfclf,  for  he  defired  to 
i^quite  the  courtefy  of  his  gueil,  and  alfo 
to  relate  the  ftory  of  his  own  country.— 
Then  he  began  as  follows. 

"  Although  there  is  but  little  intercourfe 
between  our  countries,  and  that  only  by 
commerce,  yet  we  have  heard  of  the  trou- 
bles in  Sicily ;  but  no  merchandize  is  fooner 
Ipoiled  in  bringing  than  truth.  We  have 
heard  many  thirigs  difierent,  and  fome 
contrary  to  what  you  have  now  related.; 
I  and  I  doubt  not  that  the  dangers  and  .fur- 

1 3  prizuig 
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prizing  fate  of  our  nation  hatb  by  (btnc 
means  come,  though  impcrfcdly,  to  your 
knowledge.  But  that  I  fear  to  trouble  you 
with  too  long  a  difcourfe,  I  would  not  on- 
ly fatisfy  yoor  demand,  btit  I  would  alia 
acquaint  you  with  the  life  and  f(»tunes  of 
my  king,  from  his  very  birth,  a  matter 
^vorthy  of  a  full  and  pcrfeA  hiftory.**  The 
noble  futgeft  of  this  relation  excited  the 
curiofity  of  Arfidas,  who  replied,  that  if 
Gobrias  was  at  leifure,  he  would  moft 
gladly  hear  it.  **  You  ft  all  then  bear  a 
ftory,  faid  Gobrias,  worthy  of  your  Gre- 
cian wits  i  for  we  have  among  us  nobiie  ac- 
tions of  illuftriousmcn,  nothing  inferior  to 
thofe  by  which  other  nations  are  ennobled^ 
who  by  learning  celebrate  their  own  praifes. 
But  wchave  only  tla  vcribs  of  the  Druids,* 
by  whikh  the  giorsms^  actions  of  our  paft 
times  are  prcferved  in  remembrance.  Yet 
they  are  neither  carvcsd  in  wood,  nor  en- 
graven in  brafi,  but  are  committed  to  the 
memory  of  the  young  men,  and  by  dreir 
fongswe  undrrftand  the  virtues  of  our  an- 
ceftofis%    Bqt  left  I  charge  the  cofton^s  of 

my 
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my  country  with  complaints^  I  will,  my 
guelt,  fincc  it  is  your  pleafure^  begin  my 
promiied  hiftory. 

,  There  reigned  among  u»  a  king,  called 
Bricomandes,  a  name  yet  beloved  in  oirr 
natron,  excellent  both  in  the  art  of  war,  and 
in  that  of  peaceable  government."— Here 
Arfidas  interrupted  bim,  faying,— ."  You 
trl(  me  the  name  of  your  king,  before  I 
am  informed  what  country  he  reigned  over^ 
though  by  the  language  of  your  people,  I 
eonjedtur^  you  to  bcGaub."— "You  corfe£t 
me  prdperly,  anfwered  Gobria«;  wcpof- 
lefs  the  greateft  part  of  the  coaff  between 
the  Alps  and  the  Pyrenean  mountains ; 
our  country  extends  to  that  part  where  the 
Rhone  and,  above  that,   the  Araris  divide 
the  fruitful  fields.    The  foil  is  happy  in  all 
kinds  of  plenty,  <  and  the  land  peopled  with 
a  great  and  warlike  nation."    Arfidas  was. 
ftruck  wich  the  names  of  Ararid  and  Rhone^  • 
which  by  the  inftruftions  of  Argenb  he 
knew  to  be  the  rivers  of  Poliarchus^s  coun- . 
try.   Gobrias  obferved  his  mufingj  "Per- 
haps,  faid  he,  you  already  know  what  I 
1 4  am 
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am  aboyt  to  relate,  and  I  Ihall  ^n4  m^r 
time  and  labour  in  vain :  tell-  me  then,^ 
have  our  affairs  been  reported  in- Sicily  ?**-^ 
Ariidas  rcplyed,  ^^  They  have  in  fomc  dc  • 
gree,  but  whatever  news  is  brought  us  fron^ 
thence,,  is^  like  a  little  cloud  in  ihs  air, 
which  eafily  pafles  by  unobfcrved.  Wje  nad 
formerly  fome  commerce  with  thofe  parts, 
but  the  fury  of  our  civil  difientions  put  a . 
flop  to  that ;  and  it  is  the  inddence  of  our 
Greek  dilpolitions,  that  we  enquire  but  lit* 
tie  after  the  aftions  of  thofe  people  that  lie 
towards^  the  north,  unlcfs  when  you  lead  a 
great  army  out  of  your  country,  and  thea. 
we  ftand  in  fear  for  our  common    libcrty*^ 
I  therefore  defire  you  to  relate  your  hif- . 
tory  to  one  that  is  ignorant,  and  defirous  to 
be  informed  of  every  thing."     And  this  he 
faid  not  as  being,  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
affairs  of  Gallia,  but  left  Gobrias  fhould  en* . 
quire  .what  he  knew,  or  knew  not,  and  be 
diverted  from,  the  courfe  of  his  narration  j, 
for  after  hearing  the  names  of  the  Araris^ 
and  Rhone,  he  mqre  earneftly  defired  ta 
know  the  hiftory  of  that  country. 

Britomandes 
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*'  Britomandes,  of  ^hom  I  have  fpoken^ 
faid  Gobrias,  by  right  of  inheritance  reign- 
ed over  this  great  people.    He  ha4  a  ffln^;' 
named  alio  Britomandes,  who,  when  he 
grew  up  to  qi^'s  eftatc^  wasaffi6bed  yipjx- 
a  ficdcnefs  that  weakened  the  powers*  of  hiir 
underflranding.    His  father  married  hicn  tor 
a  lady  of  his  own  kiifdred,  of  whom  it  waa 
doubtful  whether  fhc  were  more  adorned  by 
modefty,  and  all  the  female  virtues,  or  by; 
piety  and  wifdom,  worthy  of  the  ftronger 
fex:  (he  is  called  Tiniandra.    The  elder 
Britoman4es  dying,  our  happinefs  feemed 
to   expire   with   him,    for  afterwards  all 
things  run  from  bad  to  worfe ;  we  fouxid 
in  our  new  kinjgr  nothing  that  refembled 
his  father,  but  his  nsime  and  piety*    Thero 
was  among  the  >  nobility  a  nian  of  great 
power,  named  Commindorix,  in  birth  and 
wealths  ^bpve  the  condition  of  a  private 
man,  and  io*  efieA,  fuch  a  one  a&  you  have 
defcrihed  in  your  Lycogenes.     Under  the  - 
reign  of  old  Britomandes  he  was  reftraitV"^ 
#d  by  the  fear  of  fa  grcat  a  kingr  but  tic 
was io  powcrful^with  ihc  foi^  by  rf^opi- 
1 5  xiiQtt 
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nkm  of  1h9  in^icloin  and  yaloiir,  that  in  ef> 
itSt  he   ttlgned  under  the  king's  name. 
Tifriandrft  detained  this  greatly,  and  en- 
deavourad  hy  dl  means  to  excite  in  herhuf- 
band  the  ipirit  of  his  father  and  grandfa- 
ther; bot  hty  through  the  imbecility  rf  his- 
mind,  remkd  to  CommiAdonz,  who  cnn« 
Aingly  enquired  after  them,  allthede^ns 
and  advices  of  his  wife.    We  beiiig  ivSttk 
from  the  height  of  happinefs,  which  w0 
enjoyed  under  old  iSntomandes^  agreed  M 
meet  at  his  tomb,  under  the  Acw  of  piety 
to  his  remains,  but  indeed  to  aflc  advice  of 
the  oracle,  according  to  the  cullom  of  our 
country,  if  any  God  would  mark  out  a 
way  for  the  dcftrudion  of  Coitimindorix^ 
Our  detefiation  of  him  was  flill  farther  m^ 
creafed  by  the  report  that  he  had^by  the 
help  of  the  nurfe,  made  away  oar  young 
prince^  lately  bom  of  Timandra,  and  af- 
pired  to  the  kingdom  himfelf.    You  will 
wonder  how  the  queen  efcapcd  the  fame 
fate,  whether  by  her  jealous  care  flic  avoid- 
ed  his  poifons  and  treachery,  or  whether 
he  thought  the  life  of  a  woman  beneath  ki§ 

confideration. 
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ceniideration.    For  my  pjirt  I  helitvt  it  to 
have  bcca  by-thc  providence  of  the  Gods, 
ivho  £b   bluMis  the  eyes  of  tyrants,  that, 
fbekis^  their  iecuricy  by  ucmecefiary  cruel- 
ties,  they    either   know  not,  or  fear  nol 
thoie  dangers  that  are  apparent  and  inevittr  . 
ble.    When  Timaodra  was  with  child  the 
fecond: time,    fhe  fearing  for  her* infant, 
whkh  was  marked  o«t  ibr  death,  before  it 
began  to  Hve,  refohFed  in  good  time  to 
make  the.  midwife,  and  two  or  three  of  her 
women,    privy  to  her  dcfign,  whereof  I 
married  one  by  tjK  mediation  of  the  queen 
herfelf^    Of  thefe  fhe  eameftly  defired,  if 
(he, were  deHvered  of  a  fon^  to*  take  hinn} 
away  privately,  acid  place  fome  other  chUd 
in  his  room .  They  fppke  to  a  country,  wo* 
many  wdUk  known  to  my  wife,  to  nurfe  the* 
child ;..  her  oaose  was  Sicambre :  Ihe  with '. 
her  hufband,  whole  help  was  necefikry^ 
were  (worn  to  fecrecy,  andwhentthe^ueen^ 
wa  in  labour,  they  were  by  my  wife's^ 
means  brought  into  the  court.    None  were ' 
admitted  into  the  qaeen's  bed> chamber,  but 
iuch  aa  were  privy  to  the  deQgn,  and  the 
I;6>  Gddk. 
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Gods  gave  fuccefs  to  their  deceptitxi.     Tfe 
queen  was  delivered  of  a  fon,  and  the  wo- 
men by  fteahh  conveyed  a  fem^e  chdd  ■ 
into  the  royal  cnulle.    But  what  a  fituatioa 
was  the  queen  in,  think  you  ? — ^The  chUd 
that  had  cauled  her  fo  much  pain,  (he  was 
forced  to  fend  away,  and  to  reckon  it .  a 
ha|)pinefs  to  be  dq>rivcd  df  her  own  off- . 
ipring.      She   was  perplexed  left  by  the 
crying  of  the  children,  or  the  fears   of 
the  women,  her  project  ihould  be  diico*. 
vcred.      She   was  extremely    weak  with, 
fickneis  and  cares,  yet  fhe  c  ailed  Sicambre 
to  her,  who  had  the  charge  of  the  infant,, 
and  thus  fpoke  foftly  to  her :  "  I  conjure 
thee  by  alt  theGods,  that  thou  be  not  falfe 
to  me,  left  while  I  feek  to  delude  others^  J 
Ihould  be  myfclf  deceived    of    my   own 
child!'*—  The  woman  anfwered,.  "  Great 
queen,  the  Gods  have  heard  your  prayers,, 
and  have  put  it  out  of  any  one's  power  to 
deceive  you  of  yoor  child;  the  child's  body 
hath  a  mark   on  it   ib  remarkable    that 
it  cannot  be  changed"    Withthefe  words 
ihe  fliewed  him  naked,  and  pointed  out  oa 

the 
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the  fick  ef  his  neck  an  ear  of  corn  of  ai 
bright  pyrple  colour,  and  the  fame,  m^k: 
again  upon  his  right  k^    The  mother  cx-i 
plained  the  reafon  of  thofe  happy  inarks* 
to  be,  that,  when  pafling  through  a  field 
of  com,  fhe  was  frightened  with  a  whirl- 
wind.    Timandra  then  eoibraced  her  fwcet-^; 
eft  pledge,  fajring,  "  Fly,  my  babe  !— my 
Aftioriftes,  (for  fo  I  will  have  thee  called,), 
fly  from  the  dangers  of  thy  father's  court!— 
The  Gods  grant  that  thou  mayeft  hereafter; 
revenge  me  upon  them  that  will  not  fnSerj 

thy  infancy  to  be  fafe  in  my  bofcxn  P    ^ 

Then  kiiTing  the  child  again,  (he  wept  over 
It.  Then  Sicambre  took  it  from  her,  and 
having  wrapped  it  in  the  fwathing  bands,^ 
conveyed  it  away,  and  departed  by  ^  pri^. 
vate  gallery  out  of  the  court.  In  the 
piean  time  the  girl  they  had  provided  wa% 
placed  in  the^  cradle,  and  Bri(omandes  being 
called  to  fee  his  child,  came  in,  with  Com- 
mindorix,  and  with  miftaken  affedtipa 
took  another  man's  ofiipring  into  his  armsj 
which,  when  he  had  recommended  to.  the 
nuri^'s  care,  he  copnforted  the  lady,  in  hejr 

child-bed. 
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diiM-bed,  and  vent  dicedbty  ta  tfir  temple 
to^  ghfc  thanks  tQ-.tlie  Gf)<b>  being  itKked 
indtbted  cathem  for  a^ greater  blefling  than, 
he  wa9  aware  of. 

Sicambre,  to*  vfhom  tba  queen  intcafted. 
the  fortune  of  her  ion,  waf  a  womBxtci 
fnfficieat  nreans,  for  the  child  could  not  io' 
well  have  been  concealtd  among  thofe  of 
higfa  rank,  neither  coirld  he  have  beea  pro- 
perly fuppoFted  in  a  needy-  family*     As 
fbon  ZB  ibe  was  out  of  town,. (he  delivered, 
thefacied  pledge  to  her  huiband^  who  is 
caHed  Cerovift4s>  and  defired  him  to  carry* 
il  tendierly.    Rcfped,  pityi.  and  the  g-cat-r 
fkc^  of  hi^  expe<5ted  reward^  recommend* 
ed^to  him  Efficiently  the  care  of  his  fofter^ 
chHkK    Going  on  therrforc  before  his  wifc^ . 
Re  went  to  his  own  boufe,  for  he  had  a 
eompctent  (hare- of  land  upon  the  banks  qf, 
the   Rhone,    near   no   town,   and   there 
Brought  up  his  family  in  the  honefl:  fimpli-p 
city  of  a  country  life.     When  he  came 
home,  he  gave  out  before  the  fervants> . 
that  he  had  found  this  infant  expofed  in  a 
ne^hbouringwcod:  he  then  walked  out  to 

meet* 
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meet  bh  wife  at  her  r€ti]m>afid>  bcfbret!ic 
feivants,  mtreated  her  to  o&rhtr  Brettft^. 
(which  were  rtot  dry  fince  tfte  notfing  her! 
own  child)    to  thi^  unhappy  infknt;-:— *•: 
Sicambre  asrif  ignorant  of  &ny.  thing,  en<- 
quired  where  hef  found  the  child,  and  whyi 
it  had  been  expofed  ?    Then  Ihe  adinitied{ 
the  beauty  of  the  child,.,  and  feemad  »  be ' 
moi^dwith  compaflion  for  it.    Ceroviftu^ 
pretended  that  he  knew  nothing  more,  than 
that  in  a  certain  path  through  the  wood» 
frequented,  onif  by  (bepherds  and  huotert^. 
he  fouDd  the  infant  eatpofed  by  iibmc  {or^r 
rowful;  or  inhuman  hand.    While  he  %oke; 
the  child  cried,  till  Sicambre  took  it,  and. 
giving  it  fuck,  ftilkd  his  weeping    and 
complaining. 

Thus  was  the  royal  infant  provided  with 
a  cradle,  mean  indeed  refpe<fling  his  high 
birth,  but  (as  the  times  were)  to  be  ac- 
counted fortunate.  When  he  was  able  to . 
walk  and  fpeak,  he  began  to  put  on  ano- 
ther kind  of  behaviour  than  is  commonly 
fecn  in  fuch  kind  of  families,  and  was  of  a 
forward  and  lively  difpofition,  well  fuited 

to 
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to  his  beautiful  pcrfon.  Cerovillus  a^d  Si- 
c^mbrc,  excited  by  their  afiedion  and 
knowledge  of  hjs  birth,  admired  him  more 
than  any  of  their  own  family.  They  caUed 
him  Aftioriftes,  as  the  queen  defired,  a 
name  that  had  been  borne  by  many  of  our 
princes.  It  was  difficult  to  relate  all  thefe 
things  mrith  f;$fety  to  the  queen,  butSicam- 
bre  came  0nce  a<month  to  my. wife,  and. 
gave  joy  to  her,  by  informing  her  of  his 
welfare;  for  thefe  folks  bred  in  the  coun-. 
try  cared  not  to  be  feen  at  courts  and  they; 
were  warned  by  the  ladies,  that  were  privy 
to  the  bufinefs,  by  all  means  to  avoid  fufi^, 
picion. 
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G^as  relates  bow  Timandra  revealed  the 
ficret  to  bim^  andfent  bim  to  vifit  tbe  cbildl 
^he  beauty  and  comtefy  of  Afiioriftts.  By 
tbe  contrivance  of  Gobrias and  Sicambrebe 
is  brougbt  to  tbe  queen. 

WHEN  feven  years  were paffcd  over 
in  this  manner,  the  queen,  over- 
come with  her  defire  of  feeing  ^her  fon, 
fpokc  to  me,  whom,  (he  had  niade  fteward 
of  her  hou(hold>  in  this  manner :.  "  T&ou 
haft  not  deferved,  Gobrias,  that  I  fhould 
think  more  lightly  of  thy  fidelity  than  a;, 
woman's.  Thy  wife  hath  long  fincc  been: 
acquainted  with  a  moft  important  fecret  of 
mine ;  as  an  acknowledgement  of  her  fe- 
crccy  I  will  alfo  truft  my  cares  to  thy- 
knowledge,  and  difcover  to  thee  an  aftion 
of  the  higheft  importance,  on-  the  conceal-  . 
mcnt  of  which  piy  prefervation  and"  the 
fafcty  of  GaUia  depend.  But  knowe{b 
thou  not  already  what  the  fecret  is?— Did ^ 

thy 
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thy  wife  tcU  thee  nothing  of  the  bufinefi  ?  ^ 
I  was  moved  with  expeAation  of  the  fe* 
ciet,  yet  I  pretended  more  ignorance  than 
was  real,  that  the  queen  might  think  I 
owed  tius  fiivour  to  none  but  herielf ;  and 
tMo  that  I  might  commend  the  fideKty  of 
my  wi£^  who  had  not  revealed  the  whole 
nyftery,  but  yet  bad  given  mrieafim^tto 
foppofe  there  was  fome  great  bufinefs  irr 
hand.  Then  the  queen,  with  great  fwect* 
ne£i  and  familiarity^  rdated  the  whole  ftory 
i0  me.  I,  who  expe^ed  nothing  of  that 
confecpience,  feH  into  a  fit  of  trembling, 
and  with  <SfficuIty  recoBef^ed  my  fpirits 
before  flie  ended  her  narration,  and  I 
prai&d  her  mothedycare  and  contnvance, 
ib  beneficial  to  the  whole  kmgdom^  which 
waa  in  the  udnoft  danger  fipm  a  tyrant. 
^  Yqu  fee,  find  ihe,  the  un^rtain  ftate  of 
my  h^piocfe :  I  that  am  in  ib  high  a  fta* 
tioo,  treated  with  fo  much  ceremony^  ^nd^ 
furrounded  wkh  wealth  and  ^lendour,  yet 
want  the  comforts  that  ptivace  women, 
who  arc  mothers,  enjoy. — Le^  us  preferve, 
my  Gobrias^  by  the  Gods'  affiftance,  this 

blefling 
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Ueflmg  for  our  old  age— I  beg  of  the 
Gods  that  he  may  ^ovr  up  more  like  kl$ 
grandfather  than  his  father !  —  I  ui^ler- 
ftand  that  he  ia  Tecy  promiiing  in  bis  car* 
riage  aa^  diipoftcion  ^  and  l  have  fomr** 
times  obferved  his  countenance,  when  his 
nurfe  hath  brought  bim  on  purpole  to  the 
temple.  But  what  a  vnifkry  is  it  that  I  can 
fcarcely  with  l^cty  bare  a  fight  rfmy 
only  fbn^  and  cannot  fpeak  with  him  at 
all  1— I  would  therefore  intreat  you  to  g6 
to  the  houfe  where  he  ij  nurfed :  yon  caa 
eafiiy  feign  fbme  reafon  for  the  joumej', 
I  will  cpnfign  to  you  the  plealiire  I  ought 
to  ergoy,  arid  believe  that  I  partake  of  it 
if  you  are  pleafed  with  the  charge^— ^You 
fhall  alterward^  relate  to  me  what  you 
have  obferved  of  the  boy  and  of  his^  difl 
pofition.  Perhaps  you  may  contrive  kmo 
way  with  Sicambre  for  me  to  iee  and-  efti-^ 
brace  him/*  When  the  queen  had  thus 
opened  her  mind,  I  gave  her  humble 
tbaxiks,  as  in  duty  and  gfatitude  I  QUght, 
that  (he  was  pleafed  to  make  ufc  of  my  fcr- 
vice  in  sn  affair  <^  fo  great  importance. 

I  was 
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I  was  in  nly  heart  an  enenay  to  Commins- 
d^rix,  and  defpifed  all  danger  which  {6 
^cat  a  hope  might  bring  with  it.  The 
next  morning  therefore  i  fct  out  on  my 
journey,  and  being  direfted  by  the  peafants, 
X  came  to^the  farm-houfe.  The  yard  was 
full  .of  inftruments  of  hufbandry,  and  in 
the  midft  I  faw  a  company  of  boys  playing, 
full  of  iimocentchearfulneis.  I  drew  nearer 
tp^.if  an[X)ng  them  I  could  diftinguifh 
the  caufe  of  my  journey,  0  my  gucft  !^ — 
I  had  no  occafion  for  any  to^  inform  .  me 
which  was  l^e^  the  excellence  of  hi$  nature 
pointed  put  fufficiently  the  offspring  of  fo 
many  princes^  Th5  reft,  with  a  clowni& 
or  childifh  balbfulnefs,  ran  away  from  me, 
looking  fearfully  over  their  fhoulders ;  but 
he  ftded.ftiU^  unmoved  at  the  fight  of  a 
ftrang^r.  He  had  a  bow  fuitable  to  his 
years'  and  ftrength,  on  which  he  leaned  and 
waited  for  me.  His  hair  was  of  ayellowifh 
brown,  and  fell  in  curls  with  a  beautiful 
negligence,  not  only  over  his  neck,  but  upon 
his  forehead,  heated  with  his  play. — His 

eye  commanded  both  love  and  reiped,  and 

his 
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bis  countenance  refembled  the  pifturcs  of 
the  God  Cupid.  I  trembled  with  reverence, 
at  the  fight  of  him,  and  prayed  fervently- 
that  the  Gods  would  preferve  the  bJefling 
they  had  fent  us ! — but  feared  to  fpeak  to 
him  as  tp  a  child  of  mean  condition.-*— That 
I  might  not  interrupt  their  play,  I  leaped 
from  my  horfe,  axul  alked  him  how  he  did, 
and  where  his  parents  were  ?— He  anfwered, 
that  his  father  was  at  work  in  the  field,  but 
that  his  mother  was  at  home,  and  if  I 
pleafed  he  would  call  her  forth.-^**  Do  fo, 
fiud  I,  my  fwecteft  boy !— and  if  it  be  not 
troublefome  I  will  go  with  thee  to  the  door." 
He  took  my  hand,  and  began  to  lead 
me^  and  I  afked  him,  jeftingly,  againft 
what  wild.beafts  he  ufed  his  bow  ?— •*'  My 
&ther,  faid  he,  will  not  yet  fuffer  me  ta 
hunt  jthe  wolf  with  our  Stidus  and  Ambi^ 
nius  i  he  always  put  me  off  for  one  year 
more.)  but  I  will  thank  you,  ftranger,  if 
you  will  tell  me  how  many  days  there  be 
in  a  year,  for  I  find  that  they  deceive  mo 
becaufe  I  am  a  child,  and  cannot  tell  how 
much  time  makes  a  year/^^  finiled  at 

him. 
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him,  faying,  ^*  It  fignifies  AOtbing,  ray 
child,  £(Mr  me  to  €dl  thee,  for  thy  memory 
wouM  not  ferve  thee  to  obfcrre  ib  long  a 
time.**— *'0,  faid  he,  but  you  Aall  give 
me  as  many  little  ftones  as  there  be  days 
in  the  year,  and  I  will  hide  them  in  fome 
place  where  nobody  knows  but  mylelfi  and 
I  will  every  <Jay  fetch  one  away  till  the  year 
comes  to  an  end.**  I  was  delighted  with 
"his  wit  and  induftry,  and  walked  the  (lower 
that  I  might  enjoy  his  delightful  company ; 
but  as  Tomebody  told  Sicambre  that  a 
ftrangcr  was  walking  with  her  fon,  Ihe  ran 
out  of  doors  immediately,  being  careful  of 
her  great  charge,  and  came  towards  us 
tt^ith  an  altered  countenance. 

She  prcfently  knew  me,  but  being  un- 
certain whether  I  was  acquainted  wi^  the 
cpndkion  of  the  child  to  whom  I  tallced, 
Ihe  Invited  me  into  her  hoitfe,  and  earneftly 
enquired  into  the  occafion  of  my  journey 
that  way,  and  alked  how  my  wife  did. 
•*  I  hav<r  much  to  complain  of  regarding 
my  wife,  faid  I,  unlefs  you  will  take  the 
Mame  tipon  yoorfclf,  and  confcfs  that  you 

gave 
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gave  her  the  kfibn  bow  to  pradicc  difli- 
inulation  and  fccrccy.    I  owe  neither  of 
you  any  thanks  that  I  know  the  boy,  whom 
you  fo  obflinatcly  concealed  from  me,  but 
only  to  the  queen  herfelf.  It  is  by  her  com- 
mand  that  I  now  vifit  you,  and  am  come  to 
confult  with  you  by  what  means ihe  may  gra-. 
tify  her  longing  dcfire  to  embrace  her  Ion  5 
for  to  fee  him  for  a  moment  fometimes 
m  the  temple  will  not  any  longer  fatisfy^ 
a  mother's  love.    It  was  eafy  for  Stcambrc 
to  excufc  her  filence  in  this  bufmefs  5.  and 
after  congratulating  me,   that  the  queen 
had  herfelf  acquainted  me  with  the  fecret, 
ftie  confidered  of  many  ways  for  bringing 
Aftioriftes  to  his  mother;    but  all  were 
liable  to  fiifpicion,  and  therefore  did  not 
pleafe  her.     After  long  confideration,  we 
could  think  of  no  fafer  courfe,  than  that 
Sicambrc,  who  came  often  to  vifit  my  wife, 
{hould  bring  the  child  to  a  villa  of  mbe  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  city ;  and  that  the 
queen  going  to  take  the  air,  (hould  pretend 
a  defire  to  fee  a  garden  there,  in  which 
were  many  plcafant  walks ;  from  whence, 

being 
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being  brought  into  a  private  roopi,  flic 
might  freely  embrace  her  Aftioriftes  without 
danger  or  furpicion.  The  time  being  agreed 
between  Sicambrc  and  myfelf,  when  fhe 
ftiould  come  to  my  houfe,  I  again  played 
with  the  boy,  and  endeavoured  by  all  mean$ 
to  make  trial  of  his  genius  and  difpofition. 
Then  I  embraced  in  my  arms  the  precious 
child,  born  to  be  king  of  fo  potent  an 
empire ;'  and  taking  leave  of  Sicambr^,  I 
departed  to  the  next  town,  where  I  pafled 
the  night,  and  the  next  day  returned  to 
court. 

When  I  related  all  thefe  things  to  Ti- 
mandra,  fhe  was  only  troubled  that  two 
days  interpofcd  between  her  and  her  pro- 
mifed  felicity,  which  being  elapfed,  and 
all  things  prepared,  Sicambrc  came  with 
the  child.  The  queen,  with  as  few  at- 
tendants as  poffible,  came  '  thither ;  and 
after  walking  fome  time  in  the  garden,  flie 
faid  that  (he  would  reft  a  while  in  her  apart* 
ment;  on  which  my  wife  led  her  into  a 
private  room,  where  none  could  overhear 
them,  and  then  difmifTed  all  but  thofe  who 

were 
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were  privy  to  the  bufinefs,  as  if  the  queen 
were  gone  tafleep.  Then  the  faithful  Sicam- 
bre  was  introduced,  who  prefentcd  her  fon  to 
the  queen  upon  his  knees.  It  was  her  pteafure 
that  I  (hould  be  prefent  j  but  what  I  few 
and  heard,  no  language  can  defcribe.  Joy, 
grief,  and  piety  by  turns  invaded  the  queen's 
mind^  and  all  exceeded  the  ufual  meafure. 
Tears  and  fobs  for  fome  time  retrained  her 
language^  and  the  ardency  of  her  affcdion.^ 
At  length  Ihe  leaped  to  the  child,,  and  im- 
prifoned  him  in  her  arms  till  they  were  both 
ready  to  faint.  Then  (he  put  him  from 
her,  that  (he  might  the  more  freely  obfcrvc 
his  countenance,  his  eyes,  and  the  propor- 
of  his  body  :  then  again, .  with  renewed 
force  of  love,  fhc  embraced  him,  and  kifled 
every  beauty  ftie  admired.  Sometimes  fhc 
feemed  elated  with  joy,  and  foretelling  him 
for  her  avenger,  formed  already  to  deipifc 
Commindorix  ;  then  the  thoughts  that  flic 
muft  foon  part  with  her  delight,  threw  her 
into  frefli  lamentations.  What  more  ihall 
I  fay  5  there  was  none  pref<;nt  but  wept  at 
foch  a  fcene  of  joy,  grief,  and  tcndernefs. 
Vol.  III.  K  It 
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It  was  not  proper  that  the  child  fhould 
know  who  he  was,  for  his  tender  years 
could  not  warrant  fecrecy  j  therefore  Ti- 
tnandra,  among  all  the  careifes  fhe  be^ 
flowed  upon  her  fon,  let  fall  not  a  word 
by  which  he  might  know  that  flie  was  either 
a  queen  or  his  mother.  But  being  nf\oved 
at  her  grief  and  unufual  carefles,  and  feeing 
us  all  weeping,  he  broke  forth  into  tears  ; 
and  though  he  knew  not  who  embraced 
him,  he  threw  his  little  arms  about  her,  a$ 
if  nature  commanded  him.  But  the  in- 
nocence of  his  years  foon  withdrew  his 
attention,  and  he  began,  with  childifh  ob- 
fervation,  to  take  notice  of  the  queen's  drcfs 
and  ornaments.  The  beds  and  carpets,  and 
other  furniture  of  the  room  in  like  manner 
attracted  his  notice  i  and  we  being  de-- 
lighted  with  his  innocent  behaviour  foL. 
lowed  with  bur  eyes  every  motion  of  his. 

While  we  were  thus  tranfported,  the  time 
paOed  away  unperceived.  It  was  not 
convenient  that  the  queen  fhould  ftay 
longer,  left  her  attendants  might  fufpe£t 
fomething  more  than  common:    yet  flie 

could 
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could  not  bear  her  fort  to  be  torn  from  her, 
till  flie  thought  of  fome  way  of  enjoying  the 
fame  happinefs  more  freely  hereafter.  At 
laft,  fetching  a  deep  figh,  fhe  twned,  frpnl 
the  child,  and  commanded  him  to  be  carrjed 
away.'  She  then  explained  her  defign, 
which  was,  that  (he  wbuld*  have  me  go 
with  fome  company,  ignorant  of  the  fiufin^fs, 
to  Sicambre's  houfe,  under  pretence  of 
hunting,'  and  there  exceedingly  ^mire  and 
praife  the  beauty  and  difpofition  of  the  young 
Aftioriftes,  arid  to  beg  bim  of  his  parents 
openly,  that  I  might  give  him  an  education 
Citable  to  his^  merit,  which  (hewed  that  he 
was  not  bprn  to  fpend  his  days  m  ploughed 
fields  and  a  farm:  aAcJ  that  after  this  the 
child  fhould  be  brought  to  the  city,  and 
placed  under-  the  tare  of  my  wife,  in  order 
to  receive  futh  inftfliftions  &&  w«el*e  fuita&le' 
to  his  years  i  fo  wt  fhai^ld  be  his  govfernors, 
and  he  Ibpuid  fitisfy  the  queen,'  not  with  a 
Ihort  and  tumukuaus  interview,  but  with 
the  daily  View  of  his  perfoh^aad  iniprove- 
mcnts.  '  c 

K  2 
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CHAP.    X. 

fhe  relation  continued.  AJiioriJies Jlolen  away : 
th^  fearch  aftex  him  in  vain.  Arjidas'sdif- 
appointments.  Gobrias  refumes  the  hijiory* 
The  war  between  the  Gauls  and  the  Aito" 
broges.  Jhe  defeat  of  Anertejlus.  The 
taking  an  unknown  you/h. 

BU  T  a  great  misfortune,  worthy  ftran- 
ger,  (continued  Gobrias)  prevented 
thefe  our  intentions.  For,  three  days 
after  this  interview,  Ccroviftus,  Sicatnbre's 
hufband,  came  t;<^  njy  hpufe  with  his  clothes 
rent,  and  all  the  figns  of  extrenie  grief  upon 
him.  As  loon  as  he  faw  me,  no  longer 
difiembling'his  forrow,  he  ftruck  his  breaft 
with  both  his  hands,  and  cryed  out,  **  The 
Gods  have  determined  to  ruin  us,  Gobrias! 
Aftioriftes  is  carried  away  by  night-robbers, 
and  whether  he  lives,  at  all,  or  where,  is 
uncertain.  A  company  of  armed  men  took 
him  awayy  and  having  firft  robbed  my 
houfe,  they  after  all  fe.t  it  on  fire.  They 
have  rifled  and  dcftroyed  the  whole  country 

round 
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foiHid  us  in  the  fame  manner.  I,  efcaping 
from  the  ftorm,  could  not  follow  the  track 
of  thofe  villains,  becaufe  they  fpcedily 
paflcd  the  Rhone  in  boats  that  lay  there  for 
that  pnrpofe.  What  therefore  would  you 
advife  me  to  do,  or  whither  fhall  I  go  ?"— 
When  Gobrias  came^fo  this  part  of  his 
narration,  Arfidas  turned  pale,  as  if  he  had 
been  &  Iharer  in  this  damage  aiid  misfor- 
tune, alking  repeatedly,  if  the  child  were 
thus  loft  utterly  ?— "  I  was  as  much  ftruck  at 
thefc  tidings  as  I  fee  you  are,  my  gueft, 
(faid  GobriasO  but  this  fo  dangerous  and 
fudden  bufinefs  gave  me  no  time  to  be 
remifs  or  flothful.  I  defired  the  tmn  to 
fupprefs  his  unprofitable  grief,  and  give  me 
all  the  particulars  of  this  unhappy  affair. 
Having  heard  the  full  relation,  I  had  many 
confiderations  about  it  in  my  mind,  from 
whence  thefe  robbers  fhould  come,  whe- 
ther by  chance  or  on  purpofe  they  feized 
on  the  child;  whether  they  Ihould  be  pur- 
fued,-dr  in  what  manner  ;  and  laftly,  whe- 
ther or  no  I  Ihould  acquaint  the  queen  with 
this  misfortune. — But  I  fh^l  relate  all  thefe 
K  3  things 
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things  at  better  leifure,  for  it  is  nov/  time 
for  iuppcr  to  be  i^rvcd  up,  aod  my  fervants 
have  given  notice,  more  than  once,  that  it 
it  is  aimod  fpoiled." 

"But  you  ihall  draw  no  mirth  from  mc, 
(faid  Arfidas)  except  you  free  me  from  this 
care,  and  tell  me  how  the  child  was  deli- 
vered from  thefe  villains,  and  what  punifh* 
ment  the  queen  inflided  on  them.  Gobriaa 
briefly  told  him,  that  both  the  queen  and 
himfelf  where  overwhelmed  with  forrow 
and  care  i  and  that,  though  they  were  obliged 
to  mourn,  in  private,  and  make  enquiry 
after  the  villains  under  different  pretences, 
yet  all  they  could  do,  availed  nothing  for 
the  recovery  of  the  child,  for  they  could 
neither  find  out  who  they  were  that  feized 
upon  him,  nor  follow  any  track  by  which 
to  enquire  after  them. .  The  queen  there- 
fore in  her  he^rt  imputed  thia  mifchief  ta 
Commindorix.  Such  is  the  reward  of  th« 
wicked,  they  not  only  fuffer  the  infamy  of 
their  own  mifdeeds,  but  often  alfo  of  other 
ipen's.  But  afterwards  it  was  more  cer- 
tainly  known,  that  a  band  of  robbers  from 

the 
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rfie  mountains  of  the  AUobroges,  who  qhole 
rather  to  follow  their  trade  in  a  foreign 
country  than  their  own,  to  avoid  the  pu- 
^lifhmcnt  due  to  their  crimes,  having 
affembied  ajarge  company,  pafled  over  the 
Rhone^  and  committed  thefe  ravages  j  then 
rcpafled  into  their  own  coufttry  laden  with 
booty,  which  they  ftiared  anwng  them/and 
afterwards  feparatcd,  left  their  numbers 
ihuuld  lie  difcovcred.  Thus  this  beautiful 
child  was  loft,  and  his  mother  almoft  dif-* 
grafted  wkh  grief,  for  the  lofs  of  her  hopes 
%nd  expedtatioQs. 

Arfidas  at  this  account  was  ftill  more 
troubled.  "  Methinks,  faid^  l^e,  I  have 
fcen  in  a  dreaim  the  .preparation  for  a 
Qiagnificent  building,  which,  after  the 
w(5rkmen  hadalmoft  brought  to  perfection, 
and  it  was  beautified  with  ftatues  and  or- 
naments, on  a  fudden  xhfi  applaufe  of  thofe 
tliat  beheld  it  awakened  me,  and  it  utterly 
vanilhcd  away.  So  after  you  ^  had  reared 
up  this  child,  and  brought  him  to  years  that 
promifed  he  was  prefcrved  for  fome  great 
purpofe,  you  have  fuddenly  fnatched  him 
-  K  4  away 
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away  frdm  us.*'  Here  he  pauied,  and  being 
inwardly  difplcafcd,  he  defpifed  the  folly 
and  ignorance  of  Gobrias,  who  bad  wich  fo 
much  circumlocution  erected  fo  fair  a  ftage, 
upon  which  after  all  there  was  nothing  to 
be  afted.  His  difturbance  was  not  unob- 
fcrved  by  Gobrias,  who  being  defirous  to 
reftore  the  chearfulnefs  of  his  gueft,  faid« 
"  If  you  will  promife  me  to  fup  merrily,  I 
will  bring  home  the  child,  and  reftore  him 
to  his  mother."  At  thefc  words  the  coun- 
tenance of  Arfidas  brightened  up  again^ 
who  was  more  intercfted  in  the  fucccfi  o5 
this  child,  than  Gobrias  could  have  ima- 
gined. They  then  fat  down  to  fupper,  and 
Gobrias  excufcd  himfclf  to  Arfidas,  for 
placing  one  of  the  Druids  in  the  upper  feat; 
for  fuch  was  the  religious  cuftom  of  the 
Gauls,  that  men  of  their  profeflion,  at  all 
fiievvs  and  banquets^  were  feated  in  the  moflr 
honourable  place.  Arfidas  fat  on  the  right 
hand  of  the  prophet,  and  Gobrias  on  his 
left.  During  fupper  time  they  difcourfed 
of  the  Druids,  and  Gobrias  was  doubtful, 
whether  Arfidas  was  more  defirous  to  know 
.    ,     .  th2 
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the  tenets  of  their  religion,  or  the  pricft  to 
inftrud  him.  He  informed  him,  that  they 
were .  the  fupreme  direftors  .  among  the 
Gauls,  not  only  in  matters  of  religion,  but 
in  cafes  of  civil  controverfy,  and  that  the 
youth  of  the  nation  were  educated  according 
to  their  direftions.  He  alfo  with  many 
words  magnified  their  regard  to  poetry  as 
a  divine  fcience,  and  dwelt  the  longer  on 
this  point,  that  he  might  be  rcqucfted  to 
recite  fome  of  his^  verfes ;  which  when 
Arfidas  found,  he  urged  him  to  it,  and  the 
Druid  rehcarfed  fome  verfes  compofed  by 
himfelf  on  the  juftice  of  the  Gods,  and  the 
punifhment  of  the  wicked. 

After  they  had  fupped  as  well  as  could 
be  expedled  on  the  fea,  and  in  time  of  war, 
*'Itis  time,  faid  Arfi4as,  to  fearch  in  all 
places  beyond  the  Rhone,  and  to  bring  your 
prince  out  of  his  concealment.**  "  We  did 
all  we  could,  (faid  Gobrias)  but  at  that  time 
all  our  labours  were  in  vain.  Four  whole 
years  we  lamented  his  lofs,  in  the  fifth  we 
were  obliged  to  go  to  war  with  the  Alio- 
broges,  who  contended  about  their  bounds, 
K  5  and 
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and  grew  dangetous  to  their  quiet  neigh- 
boursy  continually  fpoiling  and  dcftroying 
their  country/  It  is  not  material  to  relate* 
all  the  accidents  of  that  war,  which  chiefly 
confifted  in  ikiraiiihes  bet  ween  fmall  parties 
on  both  fides.  But  we  had  ome  pitched 
battle,  in  which  the  Allobroges.  were  de- 
feat^ and  driven  ovt  c^  their  camp.  Our 
^my  was  enriched  by  the  booty,  and  had 
more  prifoners  than  they  could  well  keep, 
with  many  chains  and  bracelets  of  gold, 
made  after  the  fafliion  of  the  Gauls,  Three 
kings  of  the  AUobroges  were  overthrown  ia 
t;hzt  battle,  among  whom  the  higheft  in 
honour  and  eftecm  was  called  Aneroeftus, 
whofe  tent,  while  the  foldiers  were  pillaging, 
one  of  them  obferved  a  youth  of  fingular 
beauty  ftanding  at  the  entrance :  neglefting 
the  reft  of  the  fpoil,  he  defired  to  have  him 
for  his  prifoner.  But  he,  fhaking  his  javelin 
with  more  fpirit  than  could  be  expedted 
from  his  years,  declared  he  would  not  be 
taken  alive.  The  foldier  could  not  find  in 
his  heart  to  hurt  that  delicate  form,  but 
calling  one  of  his  comrades  to  help  him, 

they 
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they  furrounded  the  fighting  boy,  and  hold- 
ing his  arms  they  wrefted  the  weapon  out  of 
his  hand.  Thofe  hands  fecmed  to  them 
unworthy  pf  bonds,  and  they  thought  no 
deceit  could  be  feared  frorh  fo  noble  a  dif- 
pofition  :  if  therefore  he  would  yield  him- 
felf  their  prifoncr,  they  promifed  that  he 
fhould  go  with  them  as  their  companion, 
without  any  mark  of  captivity.  He  with* 
out  any  token  of  dcjeftibn/ faid,  that  he 
would  not  contend  with  the  Gods,  whofe 
pleafurc  it  was  that  he  fhould  be  a  prifoner, 
and  that  he  would  be  no  lefs  careful  to  pre- 
ferve  his  faith  to  them  now,  than  haforc  he 
was  to  defend  his  liberty. 

It  was  not  without  the  particular  direftibft 
cf  the  Gods,,  that  the  foldiers  were  fo  de- 
lighted with  this  youth..  They  now  carried 
him  away  willingly,  but  fearing  envy  or 
•competition  for  him,  they  fuffered  him  not 
to  be  feen  by  many.  They  were  near  the 
city  where  the  court  was,  when  they  lighted 
upon  me.  If  I  have  any  faiih  in  me,  I 
ftood  amazed  at  the  beauty  of  their  pri- 
foner's  countenance  ? — I  earncftly  enquired 
K  6  where 
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where  they  got  this  prize,  and  whether  they 
would  fell  him  or  no  ?— -They  anfwered^  that 
they  had  chofen  him  of  all  the  prifoncrs  for 
a  prefent  to  Commindorix.  I  thought  they 
named  Commindorix  left  I  ffaould  afk  him- 
for  myfelf.  You  know  that  the  caffocks 
worn  by  the  Gauls  do  not  cover  the  whole 
body ;  while  therefore  I  viewed  him  more 
attentively,  and  the  Gods  began  to  infufe 
into  my  mi«d  thoughts  of  more  confe- 
quence,  by  chance  he  turned  about,,  and 
in  an  inftant  I  was  almoft  overcome  with 
joy.  In  what  words  can  I  exprefs  what  I 
then  felt? — I  fpicd,.  my  dear  gueft,  in  that 
moment  on  this  youth  the  mark  of  his  royal 
birth — that  ear  of  corn,  which  I  told  you 
the  fates  themfelves  had  ftampcd  upon  the 
fon  of  our  queen.  The  fudden  pang  of 
joy  I  felt  rendered  me  unabk  to  Ipeak  i 
I  was  feized  with  a  trembling  and  faintnefk 
that  almoft  overcame  me.  I  fikntly  prayed 
to  the  Gods,  proteftors  of  kingdoms,,  that 
they  would  be  pleafed  to  confirm  lb  great  a 
liope  !— When  I  was  fomewhat  recovered^ 
I  fpoke  thus :  "  By  Hercules,  you  have  fouad 

^   a  noble 
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a  noble  prefent  for  Commindorix! — But 
confider,  fellow-foldicrs,  whether  it  were  not 
better  to  prefent  him  to  the  queen  ?— His 
age  is  proper  for  a  page,  and  he,  remem- 
brrng  by  whom  he  was  preferred  to  the 
queen's  fervice,  may  one  day  requite  you  for 
your  good  offices.—- If  you  give  him  to 
Commindorix,  he  will  prefent  him  to  the 
queen,  and  then  he  will  get  all  the  thanks 
and  reward  which,  if  you  manage  wifely, 
may  be  your  own.  The  foldicrs  after  con- 
fulting  together,  gave  me  thanks  for  my 
advice,  and  dcfired  that  by  my  means 
they  might  have  accefs  to  the  queen.  I  not 
only  took  that  care  upon  me,  but  being 
jealous  of  this  precious  booty,  and  defirous 
to  afk  fome  queftions  of  the  child,  I  invited 
them  all  to  fup  with  me. 

After  we  came  to  my  houfe,  I  began  to 
queftion  the  youth,  and  firft  afked  his  name. 
He  anfwered  me,  That  when  firft  he  was 
made  a  prifoner,  he  was  called  Scordanes, 
but  what  his  new  mafters  would  call  hira 
he  knew  not :  "Then,  faid  I,  you  have  been 
taken  prifoner  before now?'V-"Ycs  certainly^ 

•   faid 
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faid  he." — **From  whence,  my  child,  faid  I, 
and  what  was  your  firfl  name  ?'' — "  I  can 
hardly  remember,  faid  he,  but  when  I  was 
very  little,  fome  foldicxs.  took  me  out  of 
my  father's  houfe.  I  knoW  nothing  more 
than  that  wc  lived  in  the  country,  and  that 
my  mother  called  me  Aftioriftes.  Thofe 
that  took  me,  carried  me  to^kiflg  Aneroeftus, 
who  brought  me  up  among  his  own  chil- 
dren. I  lived  happily  with  them  feveral 
years.  It  was  his  pleafurc  that  I  fliould  fee 
this  war,  and  learn  the  military  difcipline, 
I  know  not  what  is  become  of  the  kJng, 
and  my  own  fortune  is  again  changed,  and 
i  fear  for^  th'e  worfc."  I  was  now  certain^of 
the  truth  of  this  bufinefs,  and  afcribed  this 
event  to  the  Gods,  who  direct  all  htiman 
affairs.  "  Oh  my  child,  faid  I,  the  Gods 
iiave  direfted  all  that  has  llappened  to 
thee  1  —  be  not  thou  unthankful  to  thy 
jdcftiny,  which  after  fo  many  accidents  hath 
placed  thee  in  the  queen's  family. -^-Thou 
tart  referved,  my  boy,  for  fome  great  -and 
happy  fortune.*' 
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CHAP,    XL 

Gotbrias  ttlh  Arfidas  of  bis  contrtvanee  tp  in^ 

form  the  qkeen  that  her  fon  was  found. 

t   ^he  foldiers  bring  him  to  court.    The  queen 

.   gives  him  to  the  care  of  Gohrias.   Anerejlui 

makes  a  fearcb  after  him  by  the  name  of 

Scordanes.    He  is  totalfy  defeated^  artd  hfes 

his  tw)  fons.     The  youthful  exercifes  of 

Afiiorijies. 

IPaflcd  an  unquiet  night  between  hopes 
and  fears,  and  even  the  greatnefe  of 
xtiy  joy  contributed  to  my  reftleffiiefs.  In 
the  morning  I  gave  notice  to  the  foldier$ 
.that  I  was  going  to  procure  them  accefs  tp 
,the  queen.  Then  I  put  on  a  feftival  robe 
and  a  garland,  as  if  I  were  going  to  facrificq. 
My  countenance  alfo  was  more  chearful 
than  common,  which  .the  joy  for  the  late 
yi(5tory  fcemed  to  authorize.  In  this  habit 
I  faluted  the  queen,  refolving  by  degrees 
to  prepare  her  for  that  happinefs  which 
might  be  too  great  for  her  to  fupport  on  a 
fudden.     *^  Wonder  not,  madam,  faid  I,  at 

the 
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the  joy  cxpreflcd  in  my  habit  and  counte- 
nance :  the  Gods  have  favoured  me  with 
a  vifionthat  compels  me  to  it;  and  that 
I  may  no  longer  diffemblc,  it  is  on  your 
account  that  I  am  thus  joyful.  Mercury, 
or  fome  othef  meffengcr  of  the  Gods,  that 
forctels  future  events  to  men  in  dreams,  has 
ihewed  me,  that  this  Ihall  be  a  moft  happy 
day  to  you,"  "  What  mountains  of  joy  are 
thcfe  thou  fpeakeft  of  Gobrias  ?  faid  the 
queen,  or  what  dream  hath  bereft  thee  of 
thy  wits  ?"— "I  faw  after  morning,  replied  I, 
when  dreams  are  moft  to  be  relied  upon, 
a  youth  of  moft  lovely  afpeft,  who  fpokc 
to  me  in  this  manner :  "  Go  to  the  queen, 
Gobrias,  and  tell  her,  I  am  coming,  and 
fhe  ftiall  this  day  fee  him,  whom  fhe  hath  fo 
long  and  fo  earneftly  defired.** — And  who 
art  thou  faid  I? — for  there  is  but  little 
diflfcrence  between  thy  countenance  and  any 
of  the  offspring  of  the  Gods. — At  this  he 
feemed  difpleafed.  "  Art  thou,  faid  he,  fo 
forgetful  as  to  want  an  Inftruftor  to  fliew 
thee  Aftioriftes  ? — doft  thou  not  know  thy 

prince,  and  the  fon  of  Timandra?" ^ 

.    Inftantly 
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Inftantly  I  called  him  to  mind,  and  as  I 
ftrove  to  embrace  him,  the  violence  oF  my 
emotions  awakened  mcr  It  was  a  heavenly 
prefage,  as  you  may  perceive  •,  for  by  the 
impulfe  of  the  Gods  I  am  affured  of  the 
event  ^  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  this  day 
you  fhall  enjoy  your  Aftioriftes.'* 

The  queen  hearing  this,^  hung  down  her 
head  iri  penfive  filencc;  and  when  Ihc 
lifted  up  her  eyes^  Ibe  fhewcd  no  fign  of 
joy,  fo  that  1  began  to  repent  of  my  tri- 
fling,— At  laft,  «  Why,  faid  flie,  doft  thou 
renew  the  remembrance  of  my  forrows  ? 
— This  is  ^either  fome  vain  illufion  of  the 
imagination,  or,  if  the  Gods  defign  any 
thing  by  it,  I  (hall  this  day  end  _my  life, 
and  in  the  regions  below  embrace  the 
ghoft  of  my  fon/' .  "  Nay,  madam,  faid  I, 
I  am  fo  confident  of  the  truth  of  this 
dream,  that  if  it  come  not  to  pafs,  banifh 
me,  or,  what  is  worfe,  hate  me.— And  I 
am  now  going  to  the  temple  to  pray  to  the 
Gods  to  make  good  their  promife."  I  drew 
her  into  better  hopes  by  my  confidence, 
and  then  went  back  to  my  houfc,  which  I. 

accounted 
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accounted   as  the  temple  from  whence  I 
ihould  bring  the  happinefs  I  had  prottiifed 
her.     I  therefore  brooght  the  foldicrs  with 
their  charge  to  the  gate  of  the.palace,  and 
prefented  them  to  the  captain  of  the  guard, 
who    was    my    particular  friend,    but    a 
ftranger  to  the  bufincfs  in  hand,  defiring 
him  after  a  time  to  bring  them  before  the 
queen,  to  whom  I  returned,  bat  kept  fi- 
lence,  expcfting  her  to  fpcak  to  me.     She 
feemed  in  great  anxiety  of  mind,  frequently 
changing  her  place,  and.often  cafting  hei' 
eye  upon  mc;  when  behold,  the  captain  of 
the  guard  came  in  as  I  had  defired,  and 
toW  her  that  there  was  a.  moft  beautiful 
youth  without^   wJidrn.  two   foldifrs  had 
bfonght  as  a  prefent  for  the  queen.   .  The 
troubled  mind  pf  Tirtiaridra  djd  not  yet 
perceive  the  defign  of  the  deftinies,  though 
they  began  to  difcoVer  it.    JNot.  fufpefting 
ahy  thing,  (he  commanded  the  foldiers  to 
be  admitted ;  but  as  foon   as   they  canit 
into  her  prcfencc  with  their  charge,  fhe 
was  ftruck  with  furprize,  and  her  aftohifh- 
ment  and  paffion  increafing,  fhe  feemed  like 

one 
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ciic  in  a  trance.  She  had  fcarcc  patience 
tP  hear  the  foWicrs  prefentUig  their  gift^ 
but  with  a  rafli  and  incautious  haftiqcft  fhe 
looked  upon  the  boy's  neck,  and  knew  the 
Oiark  he  was  born  with.  To  conceal  the 
pertyrbasion  of  her  mind,  fhe  covered  her 
face  with  her'garnjent,  as  if  fooicthing 
ailed  her  ..eyes  i  ,when  ihc  had  compofed 
her  countenance,  ft e-'un veiled  berjface^ 
and  with  many  dianks  and  gracious  words 
^ifmifled  the  foldicrs.  She  then  called  me 
^fide,  **:Q  thoi3  juggler,  faid  fhe,  that 
drcameft  jv^king  !<^thcfu  dldft.  afcribe-  to 
fancy,  what  thbw  khewcft  to  be  real,  thair 
thou  cnight^ft  defer  my-  hapipicfffs.  Bat 
doft  thou  know  how  I  will  be  revenged  of 

thee  ? thy  reward  fliall  be  the  flower, 

which  I,confefs^I  owe  thee  m  the  higheft 
degree.  Hereafter  thou'  (halt  tell  me-  by 
what  fortune  thau/didft  happen  on  tho. 
child.  Now  takei  him  home  with  thee, 
and  educate  him  as  for  our  fervicc :  let  us 
bring  him  up  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his 
birth,  and  in  the  mean  dme  I  may  enjoy 

his  company  without  fufpicion,'** 

'    -  After 
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After  havitig  fpokcn  thus  to  mc  pri* 
vatcly,  (he  publicly  delivered  the  child  inter 
my  care,  whom  w«  called  Scordanes.  The 
queen  withdrew  herfelf  into  her  private 
apartment,,  where  (he  might  freely  indulge 
her  joy.  We  paid  the  foldiers  their  reward, 
a  princely  one  indeed,  but  yet  not  e<}ual 
to  the  gift.  But  behold,  in  the  midft  of 
this  calm  a  fudden  and  violent  tempeib 
arofe,  which  was  likely  to  have  averfet  our 
bark.  The  king  Aneroeftus'fcnt  heralds 
to  demand  a  moft  lovely  boy^,  called  Scor-^ 
danes,  and  ofiered  an  hundred  talents  for 
the  r^nfom  of  the  youth,  wh6m  he  loved 
as  one  of  his  own  children.  We  were 
alarmed  at  this  propofal ;  for  how  could 
the  queen  without  lenyy  or  fufpicion  detain 
him  whom  his  mafter  valued  at  fo  high  a 
a  rate  ? — It  would  at  leaft  feem  cruelty  to 
deny  an  old  man  this  comfort,  and  the 
youth  his  good  fortune.  Whether  Scor- 
danes  himfeif  would  ftay,  was  aqueftiony 
if  he  could  efcape ;  or  whether  he  might 
not  be.ftolen  away  by  fome  that  were 
greedy  of  the  great  reward.     While  we 

were 
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were  under  thcfe  fears  and  perplexities, 
not  able  to  give  the  child  up  to  Anercxftus, 
nor  knowing  on  what  pretence  to  detain 
him,  fortune  was  averfe  to  Aneroeftus,  and 
favourable  to  us ;  for  at  this  time  his  fub- 
jcfts  rofe  in  rebellion,  Thef  war  was  fud- 
den  and  Ihort,  and  the  iflue  proved  fatal 
to  the  unfortunate  old  man,  who  loft  two 
hopeful  fons  in  battle,  and  it  was  fuppofed 
that  he  alfo  was  flain,  though  his  body  was 
not  found  •,  after  which,  they  who  depofed 
him  ufurped:^  his  kingdom. 

Scordanes  couid  hardly  bear  to  hear  of 
the  misfortunes  that  befel  Aneroeftus,  fuch 
were  his  underfta'nding,  his  piety  and  af- 
feftion  beyond  his  years ;  and  yet  atr  laft  he 
fufFered  himfelf  to  be  comforted  by  reafon 
and  arguments.  He  now  began  to  excel  in 
all  his  cxercifes,  and  filled  all  rank§  and 
ages  with  the  greateftexpedations  of  him. 
He* was  fo  perfeft  in  horfcmanfliip,  in  caft- 
ing  the  javelin,  and  in  hitting  the  mark 
with  his  arrows,  that,  outftripping  all  thofc 
of  his  own  age,  his  teachers  themfelves  en- 
vied his  dexterity.     Nor  were  thefe  excel* 

Icncies 
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kncics  in  his  nature  attended  by  pride  of 
arrogance  :  all  men  were  willing  to  give 
him  the  preference,  xbecaufc  he  overcame 
them  in  gentlencfe  and  courtefy,  as  much 
as  in  manly  .  exercifcs.  Courteous  and 
obliging  in  fpeech,  feeing  all  men's  love 
and  eftcem.  He  was  alfo  peculiarly  happy 
in  witty  replies  and  innocent  jeftS)  which 
he  always  took  care  to  render  iiioffenfivc 
to  every  man.  He  had  great  ftrength  and 
agility  of  body,  which  he  confirmed  by 
wreftling,  running,  hunting,  and  breaking 
hories  for  the  chariot  and  the  courfe.  He 
alfoufed  a  temperate  diet  and  little  flcep, 
and  enured  himfelf  to  all  weathers ;  all 
which  eftablilhed  him  in  found  heakh  of 
body.  Finally,  both  the  cjueen  and  myfclf 
were  extremely  delighted  to  obferve  that 
he  refembled  his  grandfather,  not  only  in 
his  countenance  and  difpofition,  but  alfo  in 
his  words  and  adions. 
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CHAP.    XII. 

I 

The  relathn  cf  the  confpiracy  ef  Commindo- 
fix.  The  refolution  of  Britomandes.  The 
queen  declares  /ijlioriftes  to  be  her  f on. 

/TTtHE  royal  youth  wa&  not  much  above 
X  fixtcea  years  old,  when  the  fites 
fliewed  that  they  had  thus  ripened  his 
abilities  both  of  body  and  mind,  to  prevent 
the  ruin  of  the  Idngdom.  For  Commin- 
dorii  being  too  much  refpe<!ited,  and  inv 
trufted  widi  too.  great  a  power,  grew 
infuflferabiy  infoknt  to  all  men.  His' 
cruelty  became  infupportabk  to  our 
patience  ;  by  his  daily  villanies  he  grew 
more  confident,  having  long  experienced 
that  he  might  fecurely  defpife  Britomandes. 
At  length  he  began  opefily  to  afpire  to  the 
throne,  and  his  followers  feconding  his 
ambition,  gave  out  every  where  tljat  the 
kingdom  was  fick  under  Britomandes,  and 
muft  be  cured  by  one  of  greater  abilities;' 
and  that    die    kiDgdom   would  be  more 

obliged 
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obliged  to  Commindorix  than  he  to  it,  4f 
he  would  deign  to  take  the  fovcreignty  upon 
him.  It  would  fignify  little,  they  faid,  to 
Britomandes,  a  man  incapable  of  govern- 
ment, and  who,  befides,  had  no  fon  to 
fucceed  him.  That  Commindorix  was  one 
of  the  firft  nobility,  a  man  of  equal  courage 
and  abilities,  and  every  way  quali&ed  to 
hold  the  reigns  of  government.  And  now 
this  traiterous  defign  was  juft  ready  to  be 
put  in  execution,  it  was  reported  that  the 
tyrant  had  it  in  confideration  ,what  fortrefs 
Britomandes  and  Timandra  fhould  be  kept 
iti;  what  revenue  fhould  be  allowed  for 
their  maintenance;  what  attendance  they 
fliould  have,  and  what  guard.  In  the  end 
he  fo  much  defpifed  and  affronted  the  un- 
happy Britomandes,  as  to  alk  him  ferioufly 
if  he  would,  of  his  own  accord,  refign  the 
office  of  a  king,  which  was  too  great  a 
burthen  for  him,  and  attended  with  fuch  mul- 
tiplicity of  bufmefs  as  muft  be  very  trouble- 
{pmc  and  inconvenient.  The  king  was 
rpufed  by  this  bafe  propofal ;  yet,  tho*  he 
deeply  tcfentcd  it,  rcftraincd  his  indignation 

for 
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for  the  prefent;  but  afterwards  he  ac- 
quainted Timandra,  and  lamented  his  hard 
fortune  to  her,  who  faw  that  ihe  muft.  not 
delay  her.  defign  any  longer,  and  refolved, 
if  the  fates  (hould  oppoie  her,  at  ieaft  tQ 
fall  nobly.  "  My  dear  hufband,  tixd  flie, 
I  have  the  means  in  my  hand  to  free  you 
from  this  inglorious  flavery,  and  from  the 
defigns  of  your  cruel  enemy;  but  I  have 
reafon  to  fear,  left  your  eafinefs  and  their 
artifices  fhould  lay  us  open  to  our  adverfa-* 
ries,  and  overthrow  my  projedts  and  our- 
felves  at  the  fame  time/*  The  king  then 
called  upon  all  the  powers  of  heaven  to 
witnefs  that  he  would  fecond  all  her  inten^ 
tions  with  his  fecrecy  and  wthority..  He 
acknowledged  how  much  bq  had  erre^jui 
times  paft»  foriwantof  pfoper;  regfir4  P  her 
advice  •,  but  now  tfeit  he  fe)t  the  violence 
of  his  wrongs,  and  faw  the  danga:  fo  near 
him,  he  declared  he  woijld  rcfent  his  in- 
juries, and  ad  with  the.utmoiQ:  refoi^ution. 

Timandra,  at  thdfe  words,  was  encou* 
ragpd  to  proceed.  **  If  you  wiH  keep  your 
word,  faid  the  queen,  to-morrow  we  will 

Vol.  III.  L  fecurc 


2i8        THfi    PHCENIX. 

fecure  our  ftatc  and  honoHir,  by  a  vietoiy 
ever  our  enemies,  or  die  die  like  princes/^ 
She  revealed  her  purpofe  to  none  that  night, 
but  fhe  ordered  fome  that  Ihe  knew  to  be 
moft  faithful  to  attend  her  early  iii  the 
morning;  and  conr}mandcd  me  to  bring 
tny  pupi!  to  her  at  Ae  fame  time,  but 
with  fo  coff^pofed  a  ebuntehartce  and  man* 
fier,  that  I  did  not  fo  much '  aj  conjcSiure 
that  file  had  any  great  or  unufual  bufinefs 
in  hand. 

Commindorhc  at  this  time  was  gone  a 
hunting,  having  fet  out  two  days  before  to 
k'ftat  of  the^king's,  fome  miles  from  the 
Citjr,  where  there  was  a  park  and  plenty  of 
jgame  •  preferved  -for  the  king's  pleafure. 
Wc  met  together  at  c6urt  bybfeak  of  day, 
as  the  queeli  cehMrianded;  wfe  were  about 
fixteen  in^  ^  whom  fhe  brought  toother 
before  the  king,  all  of  the  nobility,  and 
dther  publicly  or  privately  all  enemies  to 
Commindotttc.; '  She  commanded  my  pupil 
to  draw  near^  while  fiie  thus  addrcfled  the 
Icing.  «  i  am  yet  doubtful,  niy  lord, 
whether  what  I  have  to  confcfs  to  you  will 

appear 
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eppear  in  your  judgmeat  a  Jfault   or    a 

^orious  a^ion.      I  ii^vc  conccakd  your 

good  fortune  from  you  in  order  to  prefcrvc 

it  for  yoju ;  for  if  your  enemies  had  knawa 

or  fufpe^d  it»  tbcy  would  long  fince  have 

dcftroycd  that  which  I  truft  is  grown  up  to 

znatiirii^  for  their  deftrudion.      Fardoa 

chcfefore.    Sire,  my  long  filence^    which 

kept  from  you  the  giieateft  blefilag  the 

Goda  have  fent  us! --9- In  a  word,  Sire,^  to 

declare  the  whole  truth-^no  longer  think 

that  you  are  without  a  fbn,  &xr  as  bng  as 

this  yx)ath  Hves,  you  Ihall  not  want  an  heir, 

nor  the  kingdom  a  lawful  fucceffi)r ! -►^For 

by  all  th^  Gods  whom  it  is  lawful  to  in- 

voke !  this  is  your  fon,  whom  1  bore  to  you 

at  the  ame  that  I  feigned  to  be  delivered 

of  a  dai;^ter,   whom,    during  the   few 

months  it  lived,   you  called  Timandra« 

The  caufe  of  this  deception  was,  left  the 

ambition  and  vill&ny  of  Commindoriir, 

whofe  defigns  I  long  fince  perceived,  fhould 

lead  him  to  exercife  his  artful  cruelty  upon 

our  fon.     And  though  it  be   not  often 

excufable  to  praife  any  one  to  his  face,  yet 

L  2  I  wilj 
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I  will  fpeak  of  what  cannot  be  concealed  ; 
that  he   is  grown  up  with  a  difpofition 
worthy  of  his  anceftors ;  and  the  Gods,  in 
their  gifts  to  him,  have  favoured  my  in- 
tentions more  than  I  durft  prefume  to  aik 
or  eacpeft.     He  fell  into  the  hands  of  trufty 
fcrvants    as  foon  as  he  was  born,  who, 
though  not  wealthy,  took  all  poffible  care 
of  him.     When  a  child,  by  the  violence  of 
certain  free-booters,  or  elfc  by  the  peculiar 
care  of  heaven,  he  was  carried  to  the  court 
of  a  foreign  prince,  where,  without  fuf- 
picion,  he  was  trained  up  in  all  the  be- 
ginnings of  an  excellent  education.    There 
he  fpent  his  childhood,  and  from  thence, 
by  the  goodnefs  of  the  Gods,  he  was  re- 
turned to  us  as  a  prifoncr  of  war.  Here  he 
began  to  enter  into  man's  eftate,  and  begins 
to  be  capable  of  fupporting  us  at  the  very 
crifis  of  tune,  when  Commindorix  is  no 
longer  fufferable,  who  muft  now,  my  lord^ 
cither  be  immediately  fuppreflcd,  or  ac- 
knowledged for  our  mafter.      We  ftand 
upon  the  brink  of  ruin !— What  have  wc 
to  cxpcft  but  chains  and  imprifonment  ?— • 

Rouf< 


THE    PHCENIX.       221 

Roufe  yourfclf,  my  dcarcft  lord !— revenge 
the  injuries  you  have  received  from  Com- 
mindorix,  and  the  infoknce  with  which  he 
hath  treated  you  for  fo  many  years! — If 
you  have  been  carciefs  of  yourfelf,  at  leaft 
prefcrve  for  your  fon  the  inheritance  of  his 
anceftors. — Take  pity  upon  thefc  noble- 
men, your  noble  fubjefts,  of  whom  there  is 
none  but  muftexpedt  death  or  (lavcry  from 
him,  becaufc  they  have  fupported  your 
right  and  dignity  ! Do  not  betray  your- 
fclf—your  .wife— your  fon — and  all  your 
faithful  fervants !— — — Queftion  not  my 
fidelity,  as  if  I  would  alter  the  prefent  flate 
of  things,  and  would  introduce  an  alien 
into  the  royal  family. — Behold  upon  his 
neck,  and  again  upon  his  thigh,  the  mark 
with  which  the  deftinies  have  fealed  him  !-— 
By  this  mark  he  was  found  and  known 
after  feveral  adventures— —by  this  I  am 
affured  that  I  was  not  deceived  by  thofe 
who  were  privy  to  the  firft  deception,  and 
had  the  care  of  him  afterwards.  Tho 
urgency  of  the  times  will  not  permit  you  to 
enquire  into  all  the  proofs  at  prefent;  only 
L  3  fubduc 
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Xubduc  your  enemy,  who  is  no  way  fo  lik^f^ 
to  be  overthrown  as  by  this  new  and  unex* 
pcfted  event.  After  you  are  peaceably 
eftablifhed  itk  your  awn  rights,,  you  (hall  at 
Icifure  be  informed  of  every  particular  con- 
cerning his  birth  and  education.— If  you 
are  not  entirely  latisfied>  yet  it  concerns 
your  intereft  to  appear  to  be  fo/' — Then 
turning  to  her  fon,  ««  Q  my  Aftioriffes^ 
faid  flie,  for  fo  at  thy  birth  I  called  thee, 
let  me  now  embrace  thee  freely  1 — O  my 
fon,  the  objeft  of  fo  many  vows,  prayers 
and  tears?— let  me  kifs  thy  forehead — thy 
lips !— Now*  I  firft  reckon  thee  to  be  born  f 
—This  day  I  am  firft  thy  mother !" — All  the 
Company  ftood  amazed  at  thefe  things; 
except  myfelf,  who  knew  all  thefe  things 
to  be  true.  Nor  was  I  free  from  furprize 
at  the  queen's  unexpefted  refolution  to 
difcoVer  all  to  the  king.  By  the  counte- 
nances of  all  prefent  it  appeared  how 
aftonifhing  this  ftory  feemed  to  them: 
They  looked  firft  upon  the  queen,  then 
ujpon  each  other  ;  fome  invoked  the  Gpda, 
otlaers  flied  tears  of  joy  5  others  held  upr 

their 
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their  hands,  and  in  filente  admired  the 
inventions  of  fortune,—- But  none  prefent 
were  fo  deeply  affefted  as  the  king  and 
Aftiori^ftes,  BritQaiandes,  overcome  with  joy 
and.affeft^on,  wasfor  awhile  unable  to  move 
*pr  fpeak :  ibmetimes  he  pad  his  eyes  upon 
the  queen,  to  whom  he  gave  credit  from 
fong  experience  of  her  fidelity;  fometimes 
Upon  bis  ion,  who  was  in  the  greateft  agita- 
tion of  mind.  Whert  the  queen  threw  her 
arms  about  his  neck,  he  durfl  neither  to 
refufe  nor  return  her  embraces,  but  trem- 
bled with  joy^  fear,  and  uncertainty.  Ti- 
mandra  feeing  the  tears  Tun  down  her 
huiband's  face,  took  courage  and  prefented 
her  fon  to  him,  faying, ."  My  deareft  hut 
band,  give  this  youth  leave  to  kneel  before 
you  I'i-^or  if  you.  peirceive.  yourfclf  to  be  a 
father,  give  him  your  hand." — The  king 
then  fpoke  thus :  *'  My  dear  wife,  the  Gods 
are  not  fo  much  mine  enemies,  as  that  I 
(hould  refufe  this  ray  fon,  who  by  his  own 
merit  and  virtues  would  do  honour  to  a 
race  of  the  greateft  princes ;  trufting  aC- 
furediy  tdyour  chaftity  and  unfpotted  lif<?, 
L  4  I  have 
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I  have  no  doubt  that  he  b  your  fbn  and 
mine ;  but  if  you  could  be  deceived,  and 
believe  that  which  is  not  true,  I  will  never- 
thelefs  have  him  for  my  own ;  and  if  there 
are  no  ties  of  nature  between  us,  he  (hall 
by  adoption  make  me  a  father.*'— With 
thefe  words  he  ftooped  and  embraced  the 
youth  who  was  kneeling  before  him.— The 
illuftrious  young  man,  already  renowned 
for  every  virtue,  had  long  fince  engaged 
the  hearts  of  all  men  j  there  exiftcd,  there- 
fore, no  envy  of  his  good  fortune  in  the 
afFeftions  of  all  that  were  prefent.  They 
beheld  him  as  their  lord  and  matter  j  they 
kifled  his  hand  and  his  garment }  and  fome 
of  the  oldeft  called  to  mind  Britomandes's 
grandfather,  and  obferved  that  nature  had 
tranfmitted  many  of  his  features  to  Aftio- 
riftes. 

The  king  then  began  to  enquire  by  what 
means  the  Gods  had  thus  preferved  his  fon  j 
butTimandraanfwered,  that  relation  would 
be  more  fit  for  a  time  of  leifure,  "  At 
prcfcnt,  faid  ihe,  the  time  urges;  let  us 
keep  off  the  danger  that  threatens  us.    So 

long 
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long  as  Commindorix  lives,    I  will   not 
believe  that  we  are  princes,  nor  hardly  that 
we  exift.     With  what  eye,  think  you,  will 
that  infolent  man  look  upon  this  increafe 
of  your  family  ? — But  if  you  will  follow 
my  advice,  he  fliall  rage  in  vain.    You 
may  quickly  and  ealily  prepoflefs  the  minds 
of  your  people  and  the  foldiers.— O  that 
your  health  would  fufFer  you  to  go  to  thfem^:- 
and  with  your  prefence  authorize  an-  affair 
of  this  importance !" — ^TJie  king  anfwered 
haftily,  "  I  can  go, .  madam ;  I  will  go !— ^  • 
and  if  you  all  approve  it,  I  will  affemble  * 
the  people  before  the  palace  gate,  and  I 
will  fpeak.  to  them  myfelf." — "  You  will  ^ 
then  do  according  to  my.  wilhes,  .faid  the 
queen,  and  let  us  ufe  all  ppiTible  expedition^ :. 
before  Commindorix  can  have  either  know- 
ledge or  power  to  counterwork  our  inten-- 
tions.** — "  Then,  faid  thekingj  it  Ihall  be^ 
done  inftantly/' 


l^i^ 
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CHAP.    XIIL 

^bejlt^ry  tf  Gobrtas  e$ntmued.-^King  Brita- 
mandes  calls  an  i^embff  of  the  peopky  and 
acknowledges  Jftioriftes  bis  fon.  Cemmifh 
dorix  returns  J  and  is  oppafed  by  Afiioriftes. 
S^Jbe  incounier  between  tiem  i  and  the  viSory: 
of  the  prince. 

WHEN  the  king  fent  criers  all  over 
the  city  to  call  the  people  tc^ther 
immediately,  to  hear  an  oration  which  he- 
intended  to  deliver,  all  men  thought  they 
were  mad ;  for  who  could  believe  that  the 
king,  who  had  not  Ihewn  himfelf  in  public 
for  many  years,  (hould  come  forth  and  play 
the  orator  before  all  the  people.  "What 
llrange  and  fudden  accident  could  oc- 
cafion  this  refolution  ?  Thefe  things  ftemed 
ftiiraculous  to  every  one,  and  they  enquired 
of  each  other  continually,  what  could  be  the 

meaning  of  all  this  ? Some  did   not 

fcruple  to  fay,  that  Britomandes  bad  called 
this  aflembly  of  the  people,  in  order  to  refiga 
his  crown :  in  fhort>  all  sien's  ej^dationa 

were 
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itere  raiied  to  the  higheft  pitch,  and  the 
ftreets  fwarmed  •  widi  the^  multitude  that 
Boicked  to  this  aflcfnbly*  The  foldiers  of 
the  gu^  were  placed  in  order  under  their 
colours.  There  was  a  high  place  like  a 
ilage  raifed,  to  whicji  Britomandes  came 
forth,  furrounded  by  his  nobles^  and  fat 
down  up6n  it .  with  Timahdra,  '  both  in 
chairs*  of  ftate,  placing  A^ioriftcs  next  to 
them.  The  people  difcgurfed  varioufly  of 
this  appearance*  Some  flied  tears  at  the- 
fight  of  the  king ;  while  others  enquired 
what  fiidden  hopour  he  had  conferred  vipoa 
that,  unknown  youth  ?^ — After  filence  had 
been  often  proclaimed^  Britomandes. ftpod 
up  and  fpoke  thus :  ^'  It.  is  juft,  my  dear 
fubjeih,  that  both  you  and  I&ouJd  return* 
thanks  to  the  Qof^f  who  h^ve  given  to  njp 
a.  fon  •  and  fuepeflpr*  to  the  kingdom,  Thijp  • 
youf^g  maii  whom  ydjti  fee  here,,  is  my  foO' 
Jby  the  quep^tji  Jl?«,for  fear  of  our  ei^emie^i 
be  w^s: conqcpled  andiireught  gp  in  a  prip- 
y^te  ffssfHy^,  and  after.  I?y  various  ^haagey  j 
4jf  fortune  was  loft,,  and  ihpn  ag^in  •.  re?^- 
|»viwrcjjii9.:a -wonderful  manneri,.  this  is  the 
t..6*  firAi 
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firft  day  that  I  knew  hiirr  certainly  to  be 
my  fon.  I  am  therefore  defirous  that  ntf 
^ood  fubjeds  (hould  partake  of  my  joy,  the 
matter  being  of  the  utmc^  confequence  to 
the  public,  and  have  called  you  together 
for  this  purpofe."-— He  then  promifed  a 
donfative  to  the  people,  and  to  releafe  a  third 
part  of  their  tributes  and  cuftoms,  if  they 
would  (hew  themfelves  valiant  and  faithful 
fubjefts,  by  feconding  the  defigns  of  heaven, 
which  now  offered  an  occalion  of  fettling 
the  peace  and  fafcty  of  Gallia.— After  this, 
Aitiorifles,  by  the  king's  command,  made  a 
ipeech  to  the  foldiers  and  to  the  people. 
He  was  before  in  great  efteem  with  them^ 
and  it  feemed  that  he  was  railed  .much 
higher  in  their  opinion  by  this  glorious 
acccflion  of  fortune  and  dignity.  He  made 
the  foldiers  his  own  by  promifing  them  a 
largelTe  to  be  paid  the  next  day ;  and  the 
Remitting  the  taxes  pleafed  the  people  in 
regard  to  their  king,  (for  Coqimindorix 
Tiad  railed  the  cuftotns  very  high,  on  pur- 
^ofe  to  make  his  matter  hated  by  his 
pcfopte).    And  as  the  donatives  were  to  be 

diftribute* 
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diftributed  the  next  day,  he  invited  them  to 
a  general  feaft. 

The  noblemen  that  flood  by  the  king 
and  Aftioriftes  were   of  great  fervice  in 
fettling  the  minds  of  the  multitude  on  an 
occafion  of  fuch  novelty  and  importance. 
Some  of  them  were  governors  of  provinces; 
others  officers  in  the  army  5    all  of  them 
j         defcended  from  the  nobleft  families.     The 
[        people  filled  the  air  with  acclamations  -,  the 
foldiers  claflied  their  arms,   and  with  uni- 
verfal  eagernefs,  as  the  humour  of  the  mul- 
I         titudc   for  the   moft  part  is,    the  whole 
aflembly  aflfented   to  this   good  fortunes 
j         only  the  friends  of  Commindorix  feemed 
'        to  be  out  of  heart  at  the  ruin  of  their  maflerj 
I         or  elfe,  confident  in  his  power,  they  filently 
j         threatened  thofe  who  attempted  thefe  inno- 
vations in   his  abfence.     But  they*  were 
'         to  weak  to  oppofe  the  multitude,  who  were 
valiant  when  no  danger  was  prefent,  but 
Toon  after  were  as  much  caft  down  and  de- 
jefted  5  for  in  tbe  midfl  of  this  co'mbuftion, 
Commindorix    entered    the    city,     being 
warned  by  fome  of  his  followers,  that  fbme 

ftrange 


ago        THE    PHCENir. 

ftrangc  bufincfi  was  in  agitation  ;  fw  thcj? 
had  made  hade  to  inform  him  that  the  king 
had  called  an  aflembly  of  the  people.     He 
came  in  his  hunting  habit,  almoil  breatblefi 
with  anger  and  hafte.     When  he  faw  the 
people  gathered  together,  and  Britomandcs 
fitting  on  his  throne  •,    not  knowing  what 
the  matter  was,  but  as  if  his  frown  could 
fupprefs  every  thing,  he  afcended  the  ftage^ 
and  advanced  towards  the  king,  no  man^ 
offering  to  hinder  him,  his  long  tyranny 
having  caufed  as  much  fear  in  the  minds  of 
piW  ias  <nvy  or  hatred.     So  lie  paflccj  thro* 
the  people,  who  now  began  to  fear  they  had* 
done  wrong.  In  his  hand  he  held  aliunting: 
ipear,   and  his  fword  hung  by  his  fide:: 
a  few  of  his-houflioid  fervants  fpllowed  him>^ 
jarmed  in  the  fame   maimer.      And  now- 
being  comjB  upon  the  liage,  where  fome  6£^ 
the   nobility  ftood  about  their  monarch,, 
*«  What  bufinefs  have  we  here,  faid  he  ?— f 
Who  hath  abufed  the  king  and  the  conv- 
.monweaUb,  by  •  calling  feditious  aflemblie^ 
in  my  abfence  ?'*-^All  men  grew  pale  and^ 
^UcmUed  through  the  veiy  cuftom  of  ftaring- 

and 
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I       dnd  obeying  him,  and  there  did  not.  appeal" 

much  help  in  the  king  or  thofe  about  btmr 
only  AiSocifte&.ftood  fearJefs,  and  preSsmip 
ftepped  fdith  to  meet  him.  He  coninrand^ 
this  tyrant  to  lay  do'mi  his  anns,  and  toi 
approach  the  king  m  i  more  refpeftfol 
manner,  whom  he  ikw  fitting  in  his  G&ai; 
of  ftate.  Commindorix  was  mad  with  hk^ 
dignation,  that  any  man  fhoold  ia&  fncb 
boldnefs  to  him ;  and,  left  the  iniWlt  fhould 
go  unrevenged,  threw  his  %ear  at  the  face 
of  Aftioriftes  :  he  ftoopiog,  avoided  it,  md 
the  dart  lighted  among  the  fiifdiers ;  oq 
'  which  bwh  of  them  immedi^dy  drew  their 
(words. 

Perhaps,  tny  gueft,  our  age  hath  not 
(hewn  an  a6tion  more  memorabfej  and  that 
you  may  enjoy  thrgreater  pkafure,  imaging 
to  yourfelf  a  fccne  of  fwch  importance,  and 
the  adkops  of  fuch  conrfequence.  All  the 
fpstcc  before  the  palace  was  filled  with 
people  and  armed  foldiers.  The  nobility 
that  were  of  the  king*s  party  ik>od  upon  the 
ftage  ;  the*  king  and  queen  fat  higher  than 
the  reft  on  chairs  of  ftate*   When  tl^y  faw 

Aftioriftes 
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Aftioriftes  and  Cotnmindorix  draw  their 
fwords,  no  main  offered  either  to  encourage 
or  to  hinder  them.  There  was  a  deep  and 
iblemn  filence,  every  one's  eyes  and  mind 
being  wholly  intent  upon  the  eon^baty  for 
they  judged  that  the  event  would  determme 
their  own  fate.  They  alfo  believed  that  the 
Gods  were  prefent,  and  fat  as  umpires  in 
this  caufe,  and  that  they  would  determine 
according  to  the  birth  of  Aftioriftes ;  trufting, 
riiat  if  he  were  not  an  impoftor,  but  the 
true  heir  of  the  crown,  the  Gods  would  not 
permit  him,  who  had  been  preferved  by 
ftch  various  and  wonderful  means,  to  fall 
at  the  very  entrance  of  his  happinels.  The 
afpedt  alfo  of  tlie  combatants  excited  the 
wifhes  and  affedions  of  thofe  who  were 
partial  on  either  fide.  Commindorix  was 
taller  than  the  generality  of  men,  of  ftrength 
and  proportion  equal  to  his  fize,  at  the 
years  of  full  ftrength,  of  undoubted  courage 
and  Ikill  in  th^  ufe  of  his  weapons.  On 
the  other  fide,  in  Aftioriftes  they  faw  a  bold 
and  lively,  but  a  tender  youth :  his  Aatur«. 
not  higher  than  his.  enemy^s  fliouldcr^  with^ 

a  face 
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a  face  like  a  maiden,  though  his  looks  were 
iharpened  by  anger  and  relentment,  every 
thing  in  him  being  more  likely  to  exche  love 
than  fear ;  being  Ught  and  graceful  in  all 
his  motions,  and  all  good  men  pitied  him 
for  being  matched  fo  unequally.  As  for 
the  reft,  tKcy  were  equally  armed,  each  with 
a  fword  onfy ;  and  ComnuAdorix  mad^  no 
doubt;- but  with  his  firft:  aiSkult  he  fhbuld 
tread  the  ftrippling  und^r  his  feet.  But  whest 
the  youth  had  put  by  his  firft  pafs  at  his 
face,  add  he  nearly  efcaped  the  fword  of 
Aftioriftes,  then  he  began  to  look  aboue 
more  careftiliiy,  and  to  ftandupon  his  own 
defence.  Both  their  fvrords  fell  feveral  times 
with  ineflfeftual  blows  5  at  length,  Aftioriftet 
having  received  the  firfl  wound  on  his  forc« 
head  at  the  edge  of  his  hair,  with  blop4 
and  heat  he  looked  (lUl  more  beautifo}  ^  and 
being  more  enraged,he  travcrfed  the  ground, 
Ihifting  his  motions,  and  tiring  his  enemy 
with  the  changes  of  his  aftion.  His  noble 
fpirit  was  moved  with  the  glory  and  reward 
of  the  vidtory,  knowmg  that,a  crown  fhould 
be  his  rccompence.    He  was  alfo  inflamed 

with 
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with  filial*  pktjy  that  he  niight  deliver  his 
parentsv  aod  eftablifh  them  in  their  r%ht8« 
At3ef%tb  fi>rttme  declared  in  his  .favcmr; 
and  diro&iag  af  ftroke  at  the  hbad  of  Coni- 
nundorix,  he  cut  oflF  his  ear:.  The  tyrant 
ihoak.  his  head^  and  mutiered  curfes  and 
threats. full  of  horror;  for  this  accident 
had  marked  bim>  V9kh  the  .ignokninious 
punifhment  uTually  inlii^bed  upon'  tbicrf^* 
He  loft  much  bloody  add  his  rage  increafed^ 
when  AftioriAes,  d^fpiQng  his  enemy^ 
fix>fied  at  him,  and  thereby  added  to  the 
paid  of  his  wDumL  The  QMtbat  -weH  then 
ren«wea$wth'ft^c4g6rft«fs,  titf  Allft>HIfeSi 
tf^ifcrf  whhlttifelf  fhatlhe  viftbry  was 
fo'lok)g  undeckied,  rtiade  him  give  a  lucky 
ftroke,  and  fortunate  for  Gallia,  for  it  cut 
off  the-  arihcof  Cotnmodorix/  who  failing 
Widv  tlie'btow,  the  conqueror  'came  in  with 
}iim,^ctt{  with  his  iword  ripped  Up  the  bofbtn 
of  him,  who  feemed  in  doubt  as  yet  whether 
to  live  or  die. 

•  Arfidas  triumphed  at  the  hews  of  this 
viftoiy,  as  if  he  had  applauded  the  fall  of 
a  gladiator  at  the  public  theatre.     "  Me- 

thinks, 
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ttiitiks,  faid  he,  Gobrias^  I  now  behold  youf 
Aftiorillcs  !-=^How  dignified  by  his  danger, 
and  glorious-  in  his  viftory,  he  prcfenteci 
himfclf  before  the  king,  the  queen,  and 
the  fpeftators.  How  beautiful  he  lobked 
when  crowded  with  joy  and  fuecefs !— How 
he  carried  the  fword  in  his  hand,  yet  reeking 
with  his  enemy's  blood  l—It  pleafes  me; 
Gobrias,  to  dwell  upon  the  contemplation. 
But  how  were  the  foldiers  and  the  peopld 
inclined  after  Commindorix  was  flain?**— 
"  As  you  could  expedt,  anfwered,Gobri«^ 
—with  their  fhouts^  appUuies,^  andr  con- 
gratulations the  whole  nrflbnbly  i^angi  tnO, 
prefently,  by  the  comrhand  of  BrifomaAdes, 
the  foldiers  bound  themfelves '  by  oath  to 
Aftioriftes,  as  the  true  heir  to  the  crown; 
At  night  the  cicizcnsy  cnxwiied'  with-  gar- 
lands, "^danced  about  the  bonfires  whkh 
they  made  for  joy  of  this  fuccefs.  *  .There 
was  nothing  heard  in  the  ftreets  but  invec- 
tives againft  the  tyrant,  and  the  praifes  of 
Aftioriftes'.  Such  as  were  (?©mmonwere 
configned  to  oblivion  v  butthofe  in  verfe 
being  fung,  were  remembered  for  a  long 

time* 
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time.  Our  poet  here,  among  the  refl^ 
compofed  fome  verfcs  upon  this  favourite 
fubjed: ;  and  that  we  may  renew  the  vidory 
^d  rejoicing,  if  you  delire  it,,  he  will  re- 
cite them,  for  he  is  full  of  courtefy."  Ar- 
lidas,  upon  this,  that  he  might  not  feem  to 
overlook  the  Druid's  invention,  intreated 
the  poet,  who  was  not  unwilling,  to  repeat 
his  verfes ;  and  he  recited  them  as  follows,, 
in  a  manner  not  unlike  to  (inging* 

Of  all  the  great  celeftial  powers, 

Whofc  altar  fhalt  we  ftrcw  widi  flow'ri  ?— • 

To  all  the  Gods  your  voices  raife ! 
If  ot  one  alone  fuch  joy  cou'd  bring; 
To  Gallia,  fuch  a  god-like  king. 

O  praife  the  Gods,  the  hero  praife ! 

Say,  by  whofe  hand  the  tyrant  fell  ?— 
Did  Hercules  the  monfter  quell  ?-— 

Or  Cynthia's  fliafts  the  death  beftow  ?-^ 
Pallas  her  dreadful  Mgis  rear, 
Jove  aim  his  thunder.  Mars  his  tpear. 

Or  great  Apollo  bend  his  bow  ?— 

All,  all  the  Gods  would  prefent  be  I 
All  lent,  brave  youth,  their  aid  to  thee. 
To  free  from  bonds  thy  native  land : 

Thee 
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Thee  Gallia  owns  her  Perfeus ; 
Calls  thee  her  hero,  and  her  fpoufe. 
And  joyful  gives  her  willing  hand. 

O  day,  too  good  to  end  in  night ! 
A  youth  durft  with  a  giant  light. 

Who  did  that  virgin^s  face  deride  ? 
As  once  in  Delphos'  facred  grove. 
The  fpeckled  P3rthon  proudly  ftrove. 

And  Phcebus'  bcardlcfs  youth  defy'd. 

O  nature's  darling !  our  delight ! 

Thy  parents'  pride,  thy  country's  light ! 

May  we  thy  oflFspring  live  to  fee ; 
Whether  Aurora  thou  fhalt  wed. 
Or  Cynthia  court  thee  to  her  bed. 

And  future  Cupids  fpring  from  thee. 
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CHAP-.  Xf  V, 

In  which  is  related  the  ^atitude  of  Afiiorifies 

towards  Anercefius. .  Eis  travels  under  the 

.appearance  of  a  private  man.    The  change 

of  his  name.     Ar/td^s  m^^^s  #.  iifcoverj 

from  the  difcourfa  of  Gobrias. 

AR  S I D  A  S  commended  the  verfes, 
and  then  turning  to  Gobrias  in- 
treated  him  to  proceed.  *•  I  will  not^faid 
Gobrias,  detain  you  with  an  unneceflTary 
relation  of  the  decrees  of  the  Druids,  thofe 
of  the  foldiers,  or  of  the  people  concerning 
the  prince  -,  how  many  days  were  fpent  in 
devotion  and  feftivity,  how  the  people 
flocked  to  the  temples,  and  offered  vows  for 
the  profperity  of  the  royal  family.  Fi- 
nally, (what  could  hardly  be  hoped,  con- 
fidering  fo  powerful  a  faftion  as  that  of 
Commindorix)  the  people  on  all  fides 
agreed,  either  willingly  or  through  fear,  to 
bury  all  that  was  paft  in  oblivion,  and  to 
unite  in  a  perfeft  peace.  As  the  night  is 
far  fpent,  and  we  have  fatigued  you,  my 

^eft. 


gueft,  by  thi3;long  difcourfe,  I  m\i  briefly 
lead  our  AftiQrifte$  down  to,  thdfe  times^ 
vhko  mad^  thfe  firft  ufe  of  bis  power  not'  in* 
riotous  fU^^ri^n  or^  pride  of  his  new  hou 
noufs,  but  in  the  e^trcifc  of  filial  piety  and 
noble  houoty.     He  broujght  to  court  Ce- 
roviftos  ^d .  SiCarnbrei .  by  whom  he  was 
nurfe4.  a94.  bred  \;ip,:  and  made  the  man 
maljfc!;  of.  his  ;hoafbdld.  =  He  prafented  Si- 
cambrc  to  his  mother^  who  was  foon  pre- 
ferred to  be  one  of  her  daief  attendants.- 
He  renewed  hi$  frieaiidfhip  and  familiarity 
lyiflb  their/cMJ,;  wha  was  called  'Cc^oiriftAis^ 
vfho.rn  h^  ufed  to/ play  widi'when  a  chiid^ 
and  raifed  him  to.  the  .honour  of  hisparm^ 
cular  friend  and  confident.     But  the  moft 
recn^kabie  proof  of  ids  pii^ty  and  a&Aion 
^as  ib^wn  xp  the.  memory. of  jdng  Ane« 
rasiS^s.    He.caUod  to  mind  iiis  love  and 
kindness  to  hi(n  i  the  hundred  calents  that 
he  offered  for  the  ranfom  of  a  child,  ind  a 
prifoAer,  pieicie^  his  grascs&ii  ibeait..  TI<- 
<oandr4.MEa3:pleafed  to  fee  hj^r  ion  Jaa:)eiu: 
jcW  n49£»*tuoi3ts  of  his:  benafafbor,  knowing 
by  her  ovn  de&rts  how  much  more  flie 

muft 
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mull  be  beloved  by  him.  We  therefore 
ercfted  an  honourable  tomb  for  Antroeftus, 
and  alio  declared  war  againft  the  tyrants 
that  ufurped  his  kingdom ;  and  this  refped: 
of  the  prince  to  his  old  friend  proved  for- 
tunate to  our  nation,  for  the  ^nemy  being 
vanquifhed,  the  country  fubmitted  to  us. 

Aftioriftes  himfelf  commanded  in  this 
war.  In  fix  months  time  he  fubdued,  in 
his  father's  name,  the  llrongell  caftles  and 
fbrtrefles  in  the  Alpes ;  and  fince  that  time 
none  of  our  own  provinces  have  been  more 
faithful  to  uls :  and  when  he  had  conquered 
the  tyrants  that  fat  hovering  over  the  fpoils 
of  Aneroeilus,  he  returned  in  triumph  to 
his  parents. 

In  this  felicity  he  governed  under  his  fa« 
ther  during  three  years  after  the  death  of 
Commindorix,  Britomandes  confirming 
whatever  he  commanded.  From  him  the 
magiftrates  and  foldiers  received  their  or- 
ders 5  by  him  the  nobles  were  preferred  or 
difplaced ;.  upon  him  Timan(}ra  refted  her 
cares,  and  thought  herfelf  fortunate  both 
abroad  and  at  home. ;  She  never  had  but 

.  three 
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ihret  children ;  the  firft  was  made  away 
mth  at  nurfc  by  the  arts  of  Commindorix  : 
Aftioriftes  was  the  iecond  :  the  third  was  a 
daughter,  born  fix  years  after  him.  The 
favour  of  the  Gods  hath  prefcrved  her  hi- 
therto, and  (he  lives  unparalleled  for  beauty 
and  virtue,  and  flie  is  called  Cyrthea*  In 
thefe  two  children  Timandra  placed  her 
felicity.  And  now  all  men  forgot  the  paft 
calamities,  when  Aftioriftes  ^excited,  as  I 
think,  by  delliny)  caufed  an  alteration  in 
our  affairs,  by  his  propenfity  to  travel.  He 
faid  he  had  a  great  defire  to  fee  other 
countries,  and  to  examine  what  kinds  of 
men  were  in  different  parts  of  the  world. 
He  fpoke  of  Hercules,  and  Thefeus,  and 
other  heroes,  who  from  the  fartheft  eait> 
with  fuch  kind  of  life  and  fuch  hazards 
earned  their  renown  and  immortality  5  but 
I  believe  he  had  other  private  reafons  that 
made  him  take  this  refolution  of  travelling. 

Calling  therefore  the  nobles  together, 
who  wondered  at  this  ftrange  refolution,  he 
told  them,  that  he  would  for  a  time  leave 
his  parents  and  kingdom  to  their  prote<^ion ; 

Vol.  in.  M  for 
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for  that  he  had  long  fince  made  ro^s  to 
fome  Gods  far  diftant  from  Gallia,  that 
muft  of  neceffity  be  paid  in  their  own  tem- 
ples. He  therefore  dcfired  they  would  not 
oppofe  his  refolutioni  nor  by  their  mur- 
muring at  his  departure  give  ail  ill  omen 
of  his  fuccefs  -,  for  he  doubted  not  to  re- 
turn in  fafety  by  the  favour  of  his  own 
country  Gods,  and  of  thofe  he  went  to 
worfhip.  But  when  we  ftrongly  oppofed 
his  defign,  and  to  our  petitions  added  fighs 
.and  tears  ;  that  we  might,  not  with  fuch 
ardency  intreat,  he  feemcd  to  yield  to  our 
requeft.  Biit  the  fame-  night  he  fuddenly 
left  the  court,  having  only  one  companion 
in  this  fecrct  and  hazardous  expedition : 
this  was  the  foa  of  Ceroviftus  and  Sicam- 
brc,  whom  he  had  long  made  the  confident 
l^h  of  his  Iports  and  ferious  affairs.  The' 
they  returned  but  lately,  it  is  not  yet  known 
whither  they  went,  where  they  lived,  what 
dangers  they  went  through^  nor  what 
a&ions  they  performed,  they  are  fo  trufty 
and  careful  in  concealing  dieir  travels. 

But 


THE    I^HCENIX.       443 

But  think  with  what  fear  and  grief  w6 
were  amazed !  How  did  the  nobles,  hoW 
the  people  look,  when  it  was  publicfy 
known  that  Aftioriftes  was  departed  1-*-*-^ 
Many  went  about  as  if  they  ^ete  diflf f  afted, 
iearching  all  ways  and  ports  to  find  him, 
and  to  ftop  his  journey.  At  hft,  Timan- 
dra  kept  us  from  delpairihg  by  affiirirtg  trs, 
fome  days  after,  that  Ihe  Had  received 
ktters  mentioning  the  he^th  and  lafety  of 
her  font  nor  then,  only,  but. many  times 
after,  (he  affirmed  that  (be  heard  from  him,' 
whether  it  were  really  true,  0t  wKe^heir  fhe' 
did  it  to  comfort  our  defpairing  minds. 

Aftioriftes  had  been  abfent  about  a  year, 
when  the  infirmities  of  Britomandes  brought 
him  to  his  end.  All  men  complained  or 
the  prince,  who  left  the  kingdom  without' 
a  governor,  to  travel  no  man  knew  whither. 
When  the  king  was  carried  out  to  his  fu- 
neral, it  was  more  moving  to  hear  the 
people  calling  upon  Aftioriftes  to  return 
for  the  fafety  of  his  country,  than  to  ob- 
ferve  the  ceremony  of  the  king's  obfequies. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  bufmefs  of  the  ftate 
M  2    "^  was 
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was  to  be  fettled.  Timandra  aflured  the 
people  that  her  fon  was  living  and  in  health, 
and,  till  his  return,  he  had  committed  the 
government  to  her  care.  They  only  pp- 
pofed  it  who  would  have  been  glad  that 
Aftioriftes  had  been  dead}  and  theie  re-, 
ported  that  AilioriCtes  ;was  loft,  and  faid, 
that  xhe  queen-  ought  not  to  be  obeyed, 
who  fought  to  obtain  the  fovereign  audio- 
rity  due  only  to  a  kinjg.  By  thefe  means 
there  grew  a  diffention  among  us  ;  the 
greater  part  held  for  the  queen,  but  others 
chofe  a  coufin  of  Commindorix  for  their 
leader.  The  faftion  grew  fo  ftrong,  that 
forces  were  raifed  by  fea  and  land-,  but 
there  was  particularly  great  care  taken  of 
the  navy,  bccaufe  the  faftion  wanted  to 
drive  Timandra  out  of  MarfiUia  ;  and  (he, 
for  the  defence  of  .the  port  and  city,  had 
drawn  thither  all  the  flower  of  her  navy. 
When  behold,  at  this  important  crifis^ 
Aftioriftes  returned.— We,  who  longed  be- 
yond meafure  for  him,  were  now  fo  over- 
come with  joy,  that  we  fcarcely  trufted  the 
Gods,  fortune,  or  our  own  .eyes.    Every 

one 
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6ne  ftrove  to  touch  him,  ^  to  view  arid  re- 
view him  as  he  pafled  by.  People  of  all 
ages  and  conditions  ran  out  of  their  houfey 
to  get  a  fight  of  him ;  nor  could  he  have 
been  welcomed  with  more  fincere  and  uni- 
verfal  J07,  had  he  returned  in  triumph  from 
fome  great  and  important  vidtory.  Then 
the  hands  of  fedition  were  prefently  dif- 
armed,  and  he  was  by  all  men  acknow- 
ledged for  their  king.  And  becaufe  his 
reign  (hould  not  begin  with  blood,  he  pro- 
claimed a  general  pardon  for  all  offences 
oommitted  before  that  day.  He  was  pleafed 
to  find  an  army  in  readincfs,  having  occa- 
fion  to  ufe  it  againft  his  enemies.  Having 
therefore  received  the  crown  and  the  ho- 
mage of  his  people,  after  the  manner  of 
our  kings,  he  for  a  time  committed  the 
regency  to  Timandra,  while  he  follows  the 
war ;  for  he  faid  he  had  enemies  in  Greece,- 
and  fhould  employ  his  forces.  He  there- 
fore began  to  embark  the  flower  of  his 
araiy,  and  commanded  me  to  go  before 
with  a  part  of  his  fleet,  and  to  fcour  the 
feas,  efpecially  thofe  between  Liguria  and 
M  3  Sar- 


246        THE    PHCENIX. 

Sardinia:  and  having  peiforaied  his  or- 
ders, and  furveyed  the  coafl,  I  now  fail 
more  (lowly,  waiting  for  his  coming  up 
with  the  reft  of  the  fleet  When  you  fee 
apd  converfc  with  him,  you  will  find,  my 
gueft,  that  I  have  been  •  fparing  in  the 
praifes  due  to  fo  great  a  king.  But  lince 
great  part  of  Sicily  is  inhabited  by  Greeks,f 
and  I  know  that  his  travels  have  been  that 
way,  tell,  me  truly,  whether  by  fight  or 
report  you  have  any  knowledge  of  our 
Aftioriftes?*' 

Arfidas  now  began  to  give  credit  to  his 
hopes,  and  fixing  his  eyes  upon  the  ground, 
he  revolved  all  thcfc  things  in  his  mind.— 
At  lafl:,— .**!  have  not  known  any  fuch 
perfon  by  the  name  of  Aftioriftes,  replied 
hc;  but  perhaps  by  fome  other  name  I 
may.**  "  And  truly,  anfwcred  Gobrias^ 
>he  afiumed  another  name  in  his  travels,  in 
order  to  conceal  his  quality  and  fortunes. 
I  have  heard  him  fay  myfelf,  that  he  was 
called  Polyarchus }  and  alfo  that  he  called 
his  companion^  who  among  us  is  called 
Ccroviftus,  by  the  name  of  Gfelanorus.** 

At 
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At  thcfc  words  Arfidas  trembled  with 
furprize   and  joy ;   whom  when  Gobrias 
I       obfervcd,  he  began  to  have  great  expeda- 
f       tions  of  what  his  emotions  would  produce. 
—  At    length    Arfidas    broke    filence, — 
crying,   *'  WHat  God   hath  delivered  me 
into  your  hands  ?  -^ —  O  fortunate  cap- 
tivity ! — clfe  fliould  I  have  wandered  upon 
youf  coaft,    while  your  king  purfued  his 
,       voyage;  and,  inftead  of  Aftioriftes,  have 
I       enquired  in  vain  for  Poliarchus,  of  thofe 
who  could  have  given  mc  no  fatisfadlion. 
It  is  that  Polyarchus  whom  I  feek,    and 
to  whom  I  have  fuch   bufinefs  to  com- 
municate,  as  it  concerns  him  greatly  to 
be  informed  of— — O  bleflcd  people  ia  fo 
great  a  king !     O  the  fortunate  and  happy 
days  of  Gallia !  — The  glory  of  your  name 
1       fhall  extend  to  all  nations,  who  will  ftrive 
and   folicit  to  be    reckoned  among  your 
friends  and  allies.     This  alfo  incrcafes  my 
happinefs,  that  I  find  you  have  an  army  in 
readinefs,  though  I  truft  it  fhall  not  be  for 
a  battle  or  encounter,  but  (hall  ferve  for 
the  ornament  of  your  triumph  •,  for  your 
M  4  anta* 
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antagonifts  would  rather  fee  fuch  forces 
than  make  experience  of  their  power.  Bufi 
it  is  neceifary  that  I  fhould  fee  your  kingy 
whom,  as  a  private  man,.  I  have  entertained 
at  my  own'houfe,  as  there  is  a  league  of 
hofpitality  between  us." — Gobrlas  hearing 
this,  began  to  treat  Arfidas  more  refpedt- 
fuUy,  and  by  degrees  founded  him  afar  off,, 
what  was  his  bufinefs,  and  from  whom  he 
was  fent  ?— But  Arfidas,  after  the  efFufions. 
of  his  joy  were  over,  drew  back,  and  was 
more  upon  the  referve,  grieving  at  what  he 
had  already  rafhly  confcffcd  concerning, 
his  affairs,  while  Gobrias  more  difcrcetly 
had  concealed  that  he  was  bound  for  Sicily 
himfelfi  Therefore,  now  eluding  the  farther 
enquiries  of  the  general,  he  began  to  defire 
earneftly,  that  in  fome  fwift  bark  he  might 
be  fent  oflf  to  Polyarchus.  "  We  will  flack 
our  courfe,  faid  Gobrias,  and  without  doubt 
the  king's  fleet  will  come  up  with  us  to-^ 
night  i  but  if  he  come  not  up  by  day- 
break, I  will  then  fend  out  a  galley  with 
our  ablefl:  rowers,  to  carry  you  to  him.  In 
the  mean  time  take  your  refl:  in  tliis  ftiip* 

SLiid 
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and  command  here  as  among  your  belt 
friends."  With  thefe  words  he  conducted 
him  to  a  bed,  and  lay  down  on  another 
near  him,  but  their  joy  fuffered  diem  to 
take  little  reft.  Arlidas  wondered  that  Ar- 
genis  had  not  told  him  the  true  name  of 
her  lover  5  while  flie,  in  whom  it  was  only 
tiic  effedt  of  forgctfulnels,  boded  evil  to  her 
own  commiflion,  when  too  late  fhe  recol* 
ledted  the  circumftance»    - 


M5 
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CHAP.  xy. 

J'he  defcriftion  of  a  tewpeft.     G chiasms  per 
feparated.     They  are  driven  into  Africa^ 
TberefotutionofGobriasandArfidas.   The- 
danger  of  Polyarebus. 

AND  now  not  only  the  commandcfs. 
and  ibldiers^   but  a$  many  of  the 
failors  as  could  be  fparcd  from  the  ncccfiary 
duty,  were  refrcftiing  themfelves  with  fleep. 
Only  the  mafter  of  the  admiral-fhip  fut 
pcfted  the  weather,  from  feveral  figns  ia 
the  (ky  and  upon  the  nighbouring  hills. 
He  therefore  warned  the  watch  to  be  care- 
ful in  difcharging  their  duty;  and  obferving 
curioufly  every  breath  of  wind,  he  bade 
them  affuredly  look  for  a  ftorm.     About 
midnight,  the  wind  rifing  from  the  moun- 
tains, began  to  play  among  the  (hrowds  and 
tackling  with  a  kind  of  whittling  noifc 
Prefently  after  the  fea  began  to  IweU,  and 
pitchy  clouds    to  cover    the    Iky.  *  The 
mariners  now  hindered  each  other  by  their 
hafte,  and  making  a  great  noife  feemed  ta 

fccond 
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£rcond  the  roaring  of  the  winds  and  fcas. 
Gobr7as  was  awakened  by  the  clamour,  and 
could  lead  in  the  mafteps  countenance  the 
greatnefs  of  the  danger.  And  now  every 
man  was  forward  to  advife  and  diredV,  while 
the  tumult  of  thofe  ^ho  were  ignorant  of 
fea-buQnefs  feemed  as  dangerous  as  the 
raging  of  the  ftorm.  The  waves  growing 
black  by  cafting  up  the  thick  fand  from  the 
bottom,  could  not  in  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  be  difcerned,  except  when  with  fierce 
encounter  the  foaming  billows  claftied  againft" 
the  ribs  of  the  (hip,  and  threw  up  If^arklcs 
like  fire,  which  inftantlyfell  down  again.. 
Then  the  foam  of  the  fea  ihone  in  the  dark». 
and  with  inceflant  dafliing  gave  light,  in  the 
ittidft  of  the  ihip.  They  durft  not  truft  to » 
their  anchors,  bccaufe  they  had  no  room 
to  play  with  the  wind  that  prcffed  th^m  i, 
and  befides'.they  feared,,  left  if  trufting  tO" 
their  anchors,  thefe  fhould  fail,  the  (hips 
would  fall  foul  with  each  other^  At  length . 
the  violence  of  the  ftorm  exceeded  tho'flcill 
of  tlie  failors^  for  they  could  neither  keep^ 
tl^ir  right  caurfe  nor  remain  where  the^ 
M  6  were. 
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were ;  they  were  therefore  driven  before 
the  wind,  only  letting  fly  a  fmall  fail,  by 
which  the  (hip  made  its  way  through  the 
raging  billows,  and  avoided  their  too  often 
breaking  upon  her. 

The  night  being  fpent  in  this  manner, 
the  day  came  on  in  the  fame,  and  fo  coa- 
tinued  darkened  with  the  ftorm,  and  pre- 
fented  nothing  but  the  face  of  danger  and 
of  death-     The  ftorm  continued  the  whole 
night  following,  but  about  break  of  day  if 
began  to  abata,  and  then  they  knew  not 
thefca,  nor  the  coaft;   and  taking  a  view 
of  their  navy,  they  miffed  the  greater  part 
of  the  ftiips,  and  feared  they  were  caft  away» 
And  now  being  more  affured  of  their  own 
fafety^  they  began  to  fpeak  of  Polyarchusj^ 
and  to  tremble  for  his  danger.     "When 
fhould  they  enjoy  his  prefence  ?—— Where 
ihould  they  feek  him,  who  perhaps  was. 
driven  upon  fome  unknown  and  dangerous, 
coaft  ? — Where  were  they,  and.  what  har- 
bour ihould  they  find  wherein,  to  repair  their 
(hipi  wluch  had  fuffered  damage  by  th^ 
ftoim  ? — But  moft  of  alt  Affidas  lamented 
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his  hard  fortune,  that  being  deprived  of  fo 
great  a  hope,  he  knew  not  where  to  continue 
his  journey  by  fea  or  land.  He  muft  no 
longer  look  for  Gallia  or  the  Rhone,  but 
fearch  all  ports  and  harbours  whither  the 
ftorm  might  have  driven  Polyarchus. 
Where  fhould  he  find  that  Phoenician  (hip, 
that  without  the  help  of  a  pilot  would  run 

her  intended  courfe  ?- Befides,  Argenis 

would  reckon  the  days  -,  and  if  he  returned 
without  a  fatisfadtory  account,  he  would  be 
little  better  than  a  paricide.  For,  though 
Jie  found  by  Gobrias's  account  that  Po- 
lyarchus  was  bound  for  Sicily,  yet  he  feared 
that  thcfe  unfortunate  delays  would  pro- 
long his  voyage,  till  the  time  were  expired 
in  which  Argenis  expected  him. 

While  he  was  employed  in  thefe  medita- 
tions, and  ready  to  chide  Gobrias  for  hii 
unfortunate  detention,  the  failors  cried  ou^ 
that  they  faw  fomething  that  they  took  for 
land.  Gobrias  then  commanded,  whatever 
it  were,  to  make  towards  it.  About  noon 
they  found  fome  people  in  boats,  who  came 
out  after  the  itorm  to  fee  if  any  wrecks  were 

thrown 
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thrown  upon  their  fhore.    By  them  they 
underftood  that  they  were  upon  the  coail 
of  Africa,  but  that  the  Ihorc  was  dangerous 
by  reafon  of  the  fhelves  ;  but  that  Numidia 
was  not  far  off.     There  was  indeed  a  har- 
bour near  them,  but  little  frequented,  and 
dou\)tful  in  regard  of  its  fecurity ;     but 
neceflity  obliged  them  to  run  the  hazard  of 
it,  thinking  any  thing  lefs  dangerous  than 
the  tyranny  of  the  winds  and  feas.    Guided 
therefore  by  thofc  that  gave  them  this  in- 
formation, they  went  forward,  leaving  a 
boat^th  fome  men,  who,  if  atiy  of  their 
fhips  came  that  way  miglit  draw  them  to- 
gether ;    and  by  the  fpccial  favour  of  the 
<3ods,  all  that  were  parted  fix>m  the  fleet  of 
Gobrias  came  in  thither  before  night  •,  fa 
that  in  this  great  tempeft  all  were  fafe,  and 
not  one  fhip  loft ;    and  the  inhiibitants  dP 
the  country  paid  them  all  the  refpefts  of 
hofpitality,  bringing  them  dried  fi(h  andi 
fuch    other  provifions   as    their    poverty, 
afforded.  - .       - 

The  ftorm  was  not  more  favourable  to  the 
fleet  u^der  Polyarchus.     The.  confidence 

he 
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he  had  in,  himfelf,  afTured  him  of  the 
fuccefe  of  his  wifhes  ;  and  he  thought  of 
nothing  but  Sicily,  his  marriage,  ahd  his 
revenge.  Meleander,  he  thought,  Ihould 
no  longer  fcorn  him  for  a  ibn-in  law.  He 
now  defied  Radirobahes,  Archombrotus,'  or 
any  other  rival  to  meet  him  in  battle.  And 
laftly,  that  law  in  Sicily,  that  oppofed  his 
happincfs,  he  was  refqlved  either  to  abro- 
gate with  his  fwordij  or  elfe  give  it  a  new 
conftru&ion.  He  determined  that  they 
ihould  live  according  to  their  ancient  laws 
and  cuftoms;  and  if  Argenis  had  more 
than  one  child,  the  crown  of  Sicily  ihould 
be  iettled  upon  the  iecond.  In  the  midil 
of  thefe  deiires,  he  thought  his  gaily  failed 
too  flowly ;  he  went  to  the  rowers,  and  con- 
tinually excited  them  to  make  more  hafte^ 
when  the  tempeft  overtook  them  and  put 
them  out  of  their  intended  courfe. 

Though  Polyarchus  was  of  an  undaunted 
fpirit,  yet,  when  he  faw  the  furious  billows 
beating  againft  him,  and  as  it  were  vowing 
his  deftruftion,  he  was  for  his  mother's  and 
his    miftrcfs's  fake  afraid.    He  therefore 

exhorted 
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exhorted  thofe  that  were  (truck  with  the 
danger,  to  exert  their  beft  fkill,  faying  that 
the  deftinies  refenred  him  for  a  nobler  fate 
than  to  be  buried  In  the  fea.  Though  he 
excited  them  with  thefe  hopes  to  labour  in 
their  offices,  they  could  prevail  but  little 
againft  the  florm,  till  the  fleet  being  driven 
upon  an  unknown  coaft,  the  fea's  violence 
was  afluaged.  But  then  the  failors  could 
no  longer  work,  nor  the  fliips  keep  the 
fea.  This  was  great  vexation  to  Polyarchus, 
who  reckoned  every  day  that  he  was  away 
from  Sicily  fatal  to  himfelf  and  Argenis. 
Yet,  through  neccflity,  he  lifl^ned  to  the 
advice  of  the  feamen,  and  fuffered  them 
to  put  into  the  firft  harbour,  where  they 
could  find  fafety  for  their  fliips. 
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CHAP.    XVL 

Folyarcbus  lands  in  Mauritania.  Sends  Gela- 
norus  to  Hyanijbe.  The  reception  of  Poly- 
arcbus.  The  dejign  of  Radirobanes  upon 
Mauritania  j  with  an  account  of  the  letters 
of  Archomhrotus. 

THEY  were  yet  uncertain  what  country 
lay  before  them ;  but  the  many  trees 
and  verdant  hills  Ihewed  it  to  be  a  pleafant 
and  fertile  land.  There  were  feveral  fmall 
veilels  for  fifhing  and  trade  lying  at  anchor; 
they  therefore  fent  in  a  light  pinnace,  ta 
enquire  what  country  it  was,  which  brought 
word  that  it  was  Mauritania.  Prefently 
Polyarchus  went  upon  deck  to  view  the 
place  5  *'  O  Gelanorus,  faid  he  !  doft  not 
thou  know  this  river  ? — Remembereft  thou 
not  the  city  of  Lixa,  and  the  queen's 
palace  yonder  upon  the  hill  ?-— This  is  that 
Mauritania  with  which  we  have  alliance  j 
this  is  the  kingdom  of  the  excellent  queen 
Hyaniibe  ! — The  fates  are  not  altogether 
our  enemies,  that  have  driven  us,  tired  and 

weather* 
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weather-beaten,  upon  a  friendly  fliore.  Bui 
left  the  Mauritanianj  &ould  be  alarmed  ac 
the  coming  of  our  fleet,  go  before  us  to 
the  queen  j  inform  her  by  what  accident  I 
am  brought  hither,  and  intreat  of  her  a 
fafe  and  quiet  harbour  for  our  (hipping;  and 
in  the  mean  time  we  will  wait  here  for  an 
anfwer."  Inftantly  the  rumor  fprcad  among 
the  foldiers  and  Tailors,  that  they  were  near 
the  country  of  a  friend,  and  that  both  men 
and  (hips  fhould  be  as  fafe  as  at  home*; 
They  all  readily  believed  what  they  fo  much 
defu'ed,  and  with  a  joyful  cry,  bringing 
their  galleys  to  the  place  whither  they  were 
dire£ted^  they  lay  to,  and  took  in  their  oars,. 
for  they  were  not  to  enter  the  harbour  till 
the  queen  had  given  permiOion.  But  as 
foon  as  Gelanorus  entered  the  harbour,  h<? 
began  to  abate  of  his  exceeding  fccurity* 
&r  the  coaft  fwarmed-  with  meit,  who 
fcemed  ready  to  encounter  them.  The 
reafon  of  this  fudden  uproar  was,  that  they 
had  afar  off  dcfcried  the  fleet  of  Polyarchus 
at  fea;  and  having  received  intelligence 
(which  bfd  not  deceived  them)  that  an 

enemy's 
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enemy's  fleet  was  coming  thitlier,  with  a 
defign  to  invade  their  country ;  and  fup- 
poling  this  to  be  the  fame,  they,  full  of 
fear  an  J  hade,  ran"  to  take  up  arms  for 
their  defence.  There  were  yet  but  few 
foldiers  enlifted,  and  but  few  Ihips  in  readi- 
nefs ;  for  the  report  of.  the  approaching 
war  was  but  lately  fpread  abroad,  Th^ 
affembly  was  compofcd  for  the  mofl:  pare 
of  citizens,  who  in  a  tumultuous  manner 
furrounded  Gelanorus  with  their  boats,  be- 
caufe  he  came  as  an  herald  from  their 
enemy,  and  under  that  pretence  they  be- 
lieved him  to  be  a  fpy.  Though  Gelanorus. 
was  troubled  at  this  reception,  he  pro- 
c}aimed  aloud,  that  he  was  a  friend  and  an 
ally,  and  ought  neither  to  be  feared  nor 
injured;  and  added,  that  he  came  as  a 
meflenger  from  Polyarchus  to  the  queen. 

By  good  fortune  there  were  fome  prefcnt, 
who  remembered  him  to  have  left  the 
country  fome  months  before  with  his  lord, 
who  was  in  great  efteem  and  favour  with 
the  queen  Hyanilbe ;  by  which  means  the 
fears  of  the  people  being  in  fome  meafiire 

quieted. 
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quieted,  they  began  to   enquire  after  the 
fleet  they  faw.    He  then  aflurcd  them  thejr 
were  no  enemies  to  Mauritania,  but  that? 
Polyarchus  was  therein  pcrfon  with  his  own 
army.    "So  going  on  fhore,  he  was  direftly 
brought  to  the  queen,  whom  he  fb  com-- 
forted  after  her  fears  of  the  approaching* 
war,  that  (he  did  not  fo  much  believe  that 
Polyarchus  was  arrived,    as  one  of  the 
Gods,  proteftors  of  Africa.     She  imfne- 
diately  fent  fome  of  her  nobles  to  invite  him* 
to  land,  while  the  queen  enquired  of  Gela- 
norus  of  what   country   Polyarchus  was 
king — againft  whom  he  intended  that  ex- 
pedition— and  for  what  reafon  he  had  for- 
merly difguifed  his  royal  condition  under 
the  habit  of  a  private  man.     As  Gelanorus 
underttood  what  was  to  be  difcovered,  and 
what  to  be  concealed,  he  fatisfied  the  queen 
with  fuch  pleafing  converfation,   that  (lie 
woiftld  hardly  fuffer  him  to  return  to  his 
lord,  to  inform  him  of  the  generous  re- 
ception which  wa^  intended; 

For  five  days  paft  the  queen  had  taken 
very  Iktle  reft  or  fuflcnance,  being  opprefied 

with 
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^itli  public  and  private  cares :  for  as  foon 
as  Radirobanes  remrned  to  Calaris,  after 
bis  Ihameleis  attempt  ^ainft  Argenis,  he 
began  to  fear  that  the  difgrace  of  that  cn- 
tcrprize  would  Icflen  him  in  the  efteem 
of  his  people  5  knowing  that  fuch  is  the 
dilpofition  of  the  foldiers  and  the  populace, 
that  they  value  their  princes  by  their  fuccefs : 
that  the  '  fortune  of  nwn  is  generally 
afcribed  to  their  virtue,  and  unfucccfsful  en- 
tcrprizes  are  branded  with  contempt.  There- 
fore, that  they  might  not  thro'  idlenefs  malcc 
him  the  fubjcft  of  their  difcourfes,  and  that 
he  might  employ  his  unquiet  fpirit  in  new^ 
bufineis,  he  turned  his  thoughts  towards  a 
new  war.  He  would  not  return  immediately 
to  Sicily^  being  aflured  that  he  was  expeAed 
there,  and  that  jpreparations  were  made  to 
receive  him.  He  therefore  thought  better 
to  employ  his  forces  another  way,  that  his 
army  might  be  kept  in  exercife ;  and  the 
Sicilians  growing  negligent  by  delay,  he 
intended,,  unawares,  to  fall  upon  Mele- 
a&der.  Neither  did  he  want  an  occalion 
for  a  new  wan  He  had  long  fince  projeded 

an 
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an  invafion  of  Mauritania,  and  this  was  the 
caulc  of  his  preparing  and  arming  his  navy : 
buc  afterwslrds,  the  hope  of  obtaining  Ar- 
genis,  and  with  her  Sicily,  had  turned  it  to 
a  juftcr  war  againft  Lycogenes.  But  now 
he  called  to  mind  his  antient  quarrel  againft 
Mauritania,  and  it  feemed  that  fomc  new 
occafions  were  added  •,  for  it  happened,  that 
certain  pirates  of  Mauritania  (no  lefs  ob- 
noxious indeed  to  their  own  countrymen 
than  to  ftrangers)  had  robbed  fome  mer- 
chants of  Sardinia ;  and .  he,  at  his  return 
from  Sicily,  gladly  heard  the  complaints  of 
his  fubjefts ;  and,  as  if  this  injury  had  been 
done  by  the  country  of  Mauritania,  fent 
meflengers  to  queen  Hyaniibe,  not  only  to 
demand  feftitution,  but  in  a  manner  to 
command  her  to  punifli  the  offenders.  She 
anfwered,  that  the  goods  were  not  taken  by 
her  orders ;  that  the  robbers  were  not  in  her 
power,  nor  did  (lie  own  them  for  her  fub- 
jcdfcsi  that  the  Sardiniknfe  might  revenge 
themfelvcs  wherever  they  met  thetn^  and  that 
Ihc  would  willingly  aflift  in  the  taking  them. 
But  Radirobanes,  by  his  conftruftion  of  the 

queen's 
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queen's  anfwer,  made  it  appear  that  the 
Sardinians  were  fcomed  and  infulted  by  the 
Mauritanians,  and  their  complaints  difrC'^ 
garded,  becau;fe  they  were  not  enforced  by 
threatning. 

Therefore,  as  if  the  peace  was  violated^ 
he  refolved  not  only  to  revenge  the  mer- 
chants, but  to  revive  the  antient  quarrel  of 
his  anccftors  with  the  queen  of  Mauritania  5 
for  fome  of  the  former  kings  of  Sardinia 
pretended  a  right  to  the  crown  of 'that 
kingdom;  and  at  this  time  it  feemed  beft 
to  Radirobanes,  to  employ  the  forces  he 
brought  out  of  Sicily  in  fupport  of  this 
clain),  which  had  lain  dormant  for  fo  many 
generations;  and  hepromifed  himfelf  an 
eafy  conqueft,  becaufe  a  woman  reigned  in 
Mauritania.     But  that  this  unlawful  thirft 
o(  war  might  carry  the  appearance  of  right 
and  equity,  he  fent  an  herald  to  declare 
war,  while  he  raifed  frcfli  forces  in  Sardinia. 
When  the  herald  came  to  Lixa,  iand  wa& 
admitted  into  the  queen's  prcfence,  pro-; 
teded  by  his  office,  he  boldly  warned  her. 
that^  his  matter  would  invade  hercountry^ 

and 
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and  lay  claim  to  her  crown,  which,  in  his 
name,  he  bade  her  furrender  to  him  as  to 
her  fovcreign. 

Though  Hyanilbc  was  terrified  at  this 
mifchievous  defign,  yet  (he  anfwered  him 
refolutely,  that  it  was  a  bafe  attempt,  thus 
to  attack  a  woman,  becaufe  he  durift  not 
try  his  ftrcngth  againfl:  a  man  :  befides,  it 
was  perfidious  to  violate  a  peace  of  fo  many 
years  (landing,  without  any  wrong  on  her 
part ;  but  that  (he  trufted  both  Gods  and 
men  would  be  on  her  fide.  Nor  was 
Thomyris  the  only  woman  that  knew  how 
to  fatiatc  with  blood  thofe  that  thirfted 
after  it.  The  herald  departed ;  and  when 
he  flood  upon  the  (hore,  holding  a  fpear  in 
his  right  hand,  he  fpoke  thus :  «  Whereas 
the  nation  of  the  Mauritanians  have  injured 
the  people  of  Sardinia,  and  being  required, 
have  not  redrefled  their  wrongs ;  for  this 
caufe,  in  the  name  of  the  king  and  people 
of  Sardinia,  I  denounce  and  declare  war 
againft  the  queen  and  people  of  Maurita- 
nia."—Having  faid  thus,  he  threw  his  fpear 

into 
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into  the  enemy's  ground,  and  returned  to 
his  Ihip. 

The  principal  friends  of  Hyaniibe  took 
the  liberty  to  blame  her,  for  fufFering  her  fon 
to  be  abfent,  to  whom  the  care  of  this  war 
properly  belonged;  faymg,  diat  for  this. 
reafon  Radirobanes  treated  them  with  fb 
much  contempt,  defpifing  that  army  that 
was  not  led  by  a  prince.  But  Ihe  replied^ 
they  ought  rather  to  blame  fortune  than* 
heifelf,  which  had  difturbed  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  her  ftate  with  an  uncicpcftcd 
ftorm ;  and  that  her  fon  was  not  fo  far  off, 
but  Ihe  could  eafily  fend  for  him,  and  was 
certain  that  he  would  return  immediately 
upon  the  receipt  of  her  letters.  In  the 
mean  time  they  levied  foldiers,  and  ufed 
fuch  diligence  as  the  neccffity  of  the  times 
required.  A  few  days  after,  as  fhe  was  in 
council  with  the  lords  upon  the  prefcnt 
occafions,  word  was  brought  her,  that  one 
of  her  fon>  fcrvants  (and  he  carried  only 
two  with  him)  was  arrived  at  the  palace. . 
All  were  amazed  at  the  tidings ;  for  this 
happinefs  speared  to  them  like  a  fable» 

.Vol.  III.  N  that^ 
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that  one  fliould  arrive  at  the  very  inftant  of 
time,  bring  a  certain  account  of  the  prince's 
hiealth,  and  tell  them  where  they  might 
&nd  to  him.  Now  the  caufe  of  the  queen^s 
fon  fending  hi&fervant  at  this  jundure  was 
this :— *When  Archombrotus  (who  was  in- 
deed the .  Mauritanian  prince)  found  that 
nothing  was  wanting  towards  the  completion 
of  his   marriage  with  Ai^enis,   but  his 
mother's  knowledge  and  approbation;  left 
that  flu>uld  delay  bis  happinefi,  he  fent  his 
ftrva&t  to  her  with  fucbktters  as  a  young 
ijian  and  a  lover^  but  one  mindful  of  bis 
mother's  authority,  might  be  fuppofed  to 
write.     In  his  own  country  he  was  called 
HyempfaU  but>  by  his  mother's  command, 
travelling  into  Greece,  and  concealing  his 
quality,  he  affiimed  a  Greek  name,  and 
was  called  Archombrotus.  *  In  his  letters 
he  magnified  his  duty  and  refpeft  to  his 
mother,  in  that  he  concealed  his  birth  and 
dignity,  in  obedience  to  her  commands; 
bMt   added,  that  now  he  was  offered  a 
bkfling  which  exceeded  his  utmoft  wifhes, 
the  alliance  of  a  great  king,  the  poflefCon 

of 
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of  Sicily,  and  a  young  princefs,  whofc 
perfonal  and  mental  eadowaicntt  were  more 
to  be  prized  than  her  inheritance,  he  muft 
intreac  herpermifTion  to  difcover  himfelf  to-  ^ 
the  king  of  Sicily,  who  had  diitinguifhed 
him  by  fuch  great  favours^  though  un-^ 
known;  and  defired  alfo»  that  fhe would 
fend  fome  of  the  firfl:  nobility  to  aflifl:  at  his 
marriage,  provided  with  fuch  treafiires  andf* 
ornaments  as  might  do  honour  to  Mauri-] 
tania  before  the  Sicilians,  wha  were*  likely 
IX)  become  his  fubjefts. 


Na 
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C«AP.    XVII. 

Tjlff  queen  is  difpUafed  with  her  ftnfs  letters^ 
to  which  fie  returns  an  anfwer.  Her  con* 
verfiuion  mth  Polyarcbus^  who  refolves  to 
4^  the  Mawritanians. 

THIS  letter  was  very  dirpleaTing  to  the 
queen :  upon  the  reading  it  (he  was 
feizcd  with  fuch  emotions,  that  all  prefent 
tKought  it  brought  fome  bad  news  concern- 
ing the  prince's  health.  They  enquired  of 
the  meflenger  what  tidings  he  had  brought;, 
that  caufed  fuch  an  alteration  in  the  queen's 

countenance? He  aflbred  them  that 

Hyempfal  was  not  only  in  health,  but  in 
the  higheft  efteem  and  honour  among 
Grangers.  And  now  Hyanilbe  fearing  that 
others  would  be  alarmed  at  her  emotions, 
compofed  her  countenance,  and  told  them 
that  her  fon  was  well,  and  would  fhortly 
return  to  his  own  country.  But  as  foon 
as  Ihc  was  in  private  with  the  fervant, 
^<  I  doubt  smy  faid  Ihe,  ihat  va^  fon  has 

given 
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given  you  a  fulHcicnt  charge  not  to  reveal 
the  country  he  refides  in ;  I  pray  you  be 
mifty  in  this  point,  for  I  would  not  have 
k  known  to  any  of  my  people.  You  muft 
fet  out  to  return  to  your  mafter  early  to- 
morrow morning,  and  let  your  fidelity 
aflure  you  what  rewards  you  may  expeft 
from  us  both,"  Having  thus  fpoken,  Ihe 
retired  into  her  clofet,  equally  oppreffed 
with  the  aflPairs  of  her  fon,  and  thfc  injury 
of  Radirobanes.— — "  What  a  weight  of 
bufinefs,  faid  Ihe^  is  fuddenly  thrown  upon 
me !— On  this  fi^p  I  fear  the  alliance  q£ 
Sicily,  on  that,  the  war  with  Sardinia.—— 
Shalt  thou,  my  Hycmpfal,  be  Meleander's 
fon-in-law  ? — ^Why  did  I  ralhly  fend  thee 
into  Sicily,  that  thou  and  the  nobleft  virgin 
in  the  world  fhould  be  involved  in  the  fame 
deftruftion  ?— The  heavenly  powers  forbid 
that  fhould  happen,  which  my  ralhncfs  and 
folly  have  deferved ! — Why,  at  tha  fame 
time,  doth  Radirobanes  feek  to  deprive  me 
of  my  kingdom,  and  Argenis  of  my  fon.**— 
And  being  in  great  perplexity  of  mind, 
(he  fat  down  and  wrote  to  this  effea : 

N  3  Hyanisbr 
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HVANISBB    to  HyEMPSAL. 

npHOU  {halt  underftand  by  thcfc  lines, 
how  much  thy  purpofes,  my  fan,  are 
oppofite  to  the  prefent  ftate  i^our  affaiFs; 
for  the  herald  of  Sardinia  was  hardly  out  of 
iight^  who  had  declared  war  i^gainft  us 
from  Radirobanes,  when  I*  received  your 
letters,  which  informed  me  how  eager  you 
lue  to  conclude  an  unfeafonable  marriage. 
I  rejoice  in  your  virtues  and  good  fortune^ 
which  have  brou^t  Meleander  to  think 
you  wortljy  of  beipg  his  fon-inrlaw:  but 
jknow  that  your  honour  will  be  ftained,  if 
you  indulge  your  love,  and  fufFer  yout 
mother  and  your  country  to  fall  a  prey  to 
the  ambitious  Radirobanes.  Do  not  prefer 
Sicily  as  a  dowry  before  Mauritania,  your 
inheritance,  which  you  wiH  hardly  enjoy 
.  in  peace,  except  you  prefently  return  hither. 
You  know  how  much  eafier  it  is  to  defend 
a  country,  than  to  recover  it  when  loft* 
^fliter  you  hive  triumphed  over  yogr  enemy, 
and  fecured  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  your 
mother,  you  may  return  more  worthy  of 

an 
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an  alliance  of  any  kieg  upon  earth.  But 
left  you  fhould  think  the  del^y  of  that 
tnarri^c»  which  by  a  mother's  "authority 
I  forbid,  is  only  for  the  f^^ke  of  Radiror 
banes  J  and  the  impending  war  %  kno^,  th^ 
you  are  undoitt>  my  fon,  except  you  fpeak 
with  me  before  you  marry  Argenis.— Re- 
turn home  immediately  to  your  afFeftionate 
mother,  and  you  will  find  yourfdf  atfun- 
dantly  rewarded  for  having  performed  your 
duty  in  this  obedience :  for  it. is  neceflary, 
that  before  you  marry,  I  Ihould  acquaint 
you  with  a  lecret  of  the  utmoft  eonfequence, 
which  cannot  be  trufted  to  letters  or  mef* 
fengers*,  and  if  you  difregard  this  duty, 
I  will  deny  myfelf  to  be  your  mother,  and 
I  will  take  part  ivith  Radirobanes,  left  you 
ihould  triumph  over  my  inheritance,  and 
enjoy  the  fpoils  of  her  whom  you  (hall  hav^ 
killed  with  grief.  But  I  hope  my  com- 
mand will  be  fulBcient,  for  I  know  your 
good  difpofition,  which  I  think  no  travel- 
ling or  fortune  can  change.  But  left  you 
fliould  think  I  oppofe  all  your  defires,  I 
1  give  you  leave  to  difcover  to  the  king 
.N4      ^  of 
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of  Sicily,  that  you  arc  my  fon,  who,  if  he 
defires  you  for  his  fon-in-law,  will  fend  over 
forces  with  you,  to  oppofe  the  invafion  of 
the  Saiduuans.  I  will  promiie  that  you 
fliall  return  to  Sicily,  after  I  have  found 
you  a  (on,  and  Radirobanes  an  eneniy.*-*— ^ 
Farcwcl. 

When  the  queen  deUvercd  the  pacquet 
to  her  Ion's  meflenger,  ihe  added,  that  he 
ihould  perfuade  his  mafter  not  to  make  any 
delay  in  returning  home,  and  that  he  fliould 
religioufly  obfervc  the  contents  of  that 
letter.  The  fervant  pronjifed  to  obey  her 
command  in  all  things  ^  bi(t  he  was  hindred 
by  the  tempeft  from  putting  to  fea  for  two 
days,  and  was  fcarcely^pt  out  of  the  har- 
bour, when  Gelanorus  brought  word  of 
the  arrival  of  Poliarchus, 

Hyanilbc  then  declared  that  thefe  friendly 
forces  were  come  by  the  direftion  of  the 
Gods;  and  gave  orders  that  Polyarchus 
ihould  be  received  on  the  ihore  with  all  the 
ceremony  due  to  a  great  king.  When  he 
drew  near  the  palace,  (he  went  out  to  meet 

him. 
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him.  The  memory  of  the  former  benefit 
ihehad  receiyed  from  him,  and  the.neceflity 
of  the  aflUlance  ihe  now  hoped  and  expe£ted 
from  him,  doubled  her  attention  to  his 
welcome  and  entertainment.  She  received 
him  as  her  fon,  only  niingled  refpedi:  with 
her  kindnefs.  Neither  was  he  dcfeftive  in 
his  behaviour,  which  was  humble  and  fub- 
miffive  to  the  queeo,  and  fo  equally  tern* 
pered  with  modefty  and  dignity,  that  all 
men  prefent  applauding,  joined  tljiem  to- 
gether in  the  fame  vows  to  the  Gods,  as 
mother  and  fon.  There  were  alfo  fome 
app<Hnted  on  the  (hore  to  receive  his  officers 
and  fbldiers,  and  entertain  them  ^  and  they 
were  all  by  public  order  lodged  and  pro- 
vided for  in  the  moft  generous  and  friendly 
manner.  It  was  now  reported  among  the 
Mauritanians^  that  a  foreign  nation,  nothmg 
allied  to  Africa,  were  come  to  defend  them 
ajgaind:  their  enemies  at  the  hazard  of  their  • 
lives.  They  therefore  embraced  and  wel-^ 
comed  them,  and  met  them  with  wine  and 
garlands,  fo  that  the  Ga\ds  ftood  aftoniflied, 
not  knovying  (thefc  expedations  they  had 
N  5  formed) 
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formed)  that  ftrangers  Aould  be  any  where 
better  treated  than  in  their  owh  Gaifia. 
But  the  queen  deferring  her  welcome  no 
lounger  than  while  flie  led  Polyarchus  irom 
the  gate  into  the  palace,  *«  This  is  not  the 
firft  time,  illuftrious  Sir,  faid  (he,  that  we 
perceived  you  to  be  a  king !— When  you 
were  lately  here,  in  difguife  of  a  private 
man,  we  remarked  your  princely  qualities, 
which  no  difguife  could  conceal  from  thofc 
who  obfcrved  you  with  care  and  judgment. 
You  rcftored  me  to  myfelf,  when  thofc 
pirates  had  carried  away  almoft  my  foul  in 
that  cabinet ;  and  now,  to  complete  your 
bounty,  either  by  your  own  free  will  or  the 
appointment  of  the  Gods,  you  arc  landed 
here  with  your  forces. 

**  Radirobanes,  king  of  Sardinia,  proje^s 
an  invafion  of  my  country,  which  is  un- 
provided for  war,  and  grown  fecure  by  too 
long  a  peace.  I  am  a  woman,  and  my  foa 
is  abfent ;  receive  me  then  into  your  pro- 
tedlion,  and  let  it  be  your  glory  to  defend 
a  queen  injiirioufly  attacked. — I  yield  up 
my  fovereign  pov/er  and  authority  into  your 

hands: 
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hands :  only  remain  here  a  few  days  for 
my  defence,  that  no  man  may  fpeak  of  the 
jiykkediieis  of  Radirohanes,  without  making 
mcmion  alfo  of  your  virtues.  Whcre- 
foever  you  are  going,  or  how  great  foever 
your  hafte  may  be,  this  will  be  a  lawful 
and  allowable  cau&  for  a  fhort  delay/* 

Not  only  the  majefly  of  the  fpeaker,  but 
her  grief,  and  her  eyes  in  which  the  tears 
fiood  ready,  recommended  her  fuit;  and 
Polyarchus  was  afliaoied  to  be  flow  la 
granting  her  requeft  in  fuch  great  e^ctremiity. 
But,  on  the  othe;*  fide,  his  facred  vows  of 
love,  and  the  unhappy  fituation  of  his  Ar** 
genis,  abated  his  defire  to  aflifl  dxe  queen. 
He  was  in  amaze,  that  Radirobanes  fhould 
be  feared  in  Africa,  whom  he  had  believed 
CO  be  ftill  in  Sicily  ;  and  inquired  in  whac 
part  .of  the  w.orid  he  then  was?--^Wfaom, 
when  he  wnderftood  to  have  left  Sicily,  and  > 
IQ  be  then  00  his  voyage  into  Africa,  ho- 
was  fei25ed  with  extreqie  fear^  left  having- 
obtained  Argefiis  by  fraud  or  force,  he 
had  returned  with  her  into  his  own  country. 
He  therefore  inftantly  enquired  if  flie  had 
N  6  heard 
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heard  any  thing  of  his  being  fbn-in-kw  to 
the  king  of  Sicily  ?—Hyanift)e  knew 
ccrtainly,by  her  fetters  from  Archombrotus, 
that  Argenis  was  yet  unmarried,  and  won^ 
dered  what  it  mi^c  concern  Polyarchus. 
£be  aflured  him  that  there  was  no  fuch 
thing  likely  to  come  to  pafs:  on  which, 
though  Pol3rarchus   knew  not  who   had 
afiifted  him  by  driving  Radirobanes  mit  of 
Sicily,   yet  he  thought  there  was  now  no 
fuch  urgent  neceffity  to  Ml  immediately 
fpr  Sicily,  fince  Argenis  was  delivered  from 
Kadirobanes,  and  in  him,  as  he  fiippofed^ 
from    all.  her    troubles.      Moreover   he 
*  thought,  that  it  wopld  be  deemed  extreme 
bafenefs  in  him,  to  for&ke  Hyanifbe,  and 
as  it  were,  betray  her  into  the  hands  of  her 
enemy ;    bcfidcs,  the  mectbg  with  himfelf 
was  a  motive  for  his  flaying  in  Africa.  H« 
was  the   enemy  allotted  to   him   by  the 
deflinies,  and,  under  the  colour  of  defending 
Hyanifbe,  he  might  take  revenge  for  all 
the  grief-  that  prince  had  caufed  Argenis. 
In  the  mean  tiiTie  he  would   fend  feme 
faithful  friend  to  comfort  his  love,   and 

acquaint 
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aquaint  her  mxh  the  talk,  fortune  had  im- 
pofed  upon  him,  which  prolonged  his  ftay. 
But  if  this  war  could  not  be  fuddenly  de- 
cided, but  was  fpun  out  into  length  of  time, 
he  was  refolved  to  leave  a  part  of  his  army 
in  Mauritania,  and  with  the  reft  depart 
for  Sicily. 

Having  weighed  all  theie  things  In  his 
mind,  he  anfwered  the  queen  in  this  manner. 
"  Pardon  my  keeping  you  thus  long  in 
fufpenfe  by  my  lilence.  Madam,  and  do 
not  believe  that  I  was  doubtful  whether  I 
ihould  forlake  you  in  this  diftrefs,  that  is^ 
in  other  words,  whether  I  ihould  be  more 
wicked  than  Radirobanes  himfclf— But 
the  wickednefs  of  this  man,  whom  I  have 
long  before  had  reaibn  to  hate,  and  the 
hand  of  fortune,  that  hath  direded  my 
travels  hither  in  happy  time,  employed 
my  time,  and  thefe  motives  have  deter- 
mined me  to  ftay ;  for,  whether  I  confidcr 
yourfelf,  illuftrious  queen,  your  eaufc,  or 
your  friendftiip  towards  me,  I  am  fo  bound 
to  you  in  all  refpefts,  that  I  can  deny  you 
nothing.  .  Since  fuch  is  the  ftate  of  your 

affairs. 
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affiurs,  I  am  entirely  at  your  fervice: 
difpofe  of  me  and  my  forces,  and  be  aflured 
that  I  will  not  give  place  to  your  fon  ^him- 
felf  in  refpect  and  fubmiflion  to  you  s  nor 
(hall  Radirobanesgo  unpuniflied  for  bafdy 
attacking  you  in  the  prince's  abfence.** 

This  difcourfe  was  heard  with  joy  by 
Hyaniibe  and  her  nobles ;  moft  of  them  ran 
to  the  temples  of  their  Gods  to  offier  thanks, 
with  all  kinds  of  incenfe  and  perfiunes,  for 
the  coming  of  Polyarchus.    Hyaniibe  did 
not  oppoie  the  devotion  of  her  people,  but 
invited  Polyarchus  aUb  to    the  temple, 
whofe  piety  alio  was  excited  by  his  laft 
jlanger  at  iea,   fo  that  he  willingly  ap- 
proached the  (hrine,  and  offered  up  his  vows 
fo  their  deity.    The  Goddefs  was  wor- 
ihipped  under  the  form  of  a  virgin  fitting 
]Upon  th^  hack  of  a  lyon,  whofe  eyes  were 
lifted  up,  and  fore-feet  raifed,  as  if  be  were 
climbing    up   to  heaven.     The    ancient 
Affirians    firft    wor&ipped    the   ccleftial 
Venus,  the  eldeft  of  the  deftinies  :  from 
them  it  paffed  to  the  Tyrians,  and  was  by 
them  delivered,  among  other  religious  rites, 

td 
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to  Africa  upon  the  founding  of  Carthage. 
This  deity  was  at  this  time  held  in  the 
higheft  veneration  in  Mauritania, 

Havii^  offered  their  yows  to  the  God- 
de6,  the  reft  of  the  day  was  fpent  in  con* 
fultation  and  preparation  for  war.    Fifty 
iail  of  (hips  came  with  Polyarchus,  and  in 
them  twehre  thoufand  men  fit  to  bear  arms* 
Some  part  of  the  fleet  being  damaged  by 
the  ftorm,  were  put  upon  the  (locks  to  be 
repaired  s  the  reft,  with  the  gallies  of  Mau-^ 
ritania,  were  clivided  into  fevcral  ftations^ 
to  guard  the  coafts  and  difcover  the  enemy. 
They  thus  made  great  preparation  of  war- 
like ftores  with  all  po£Gh)e  expedition,  and 
chofe  a  place  between  the  fca  "and  the  cky 
for  their  camp :  the  G^uls  and  Maurita- 
nians  were  quartered  together;  the  latter, 
after  the  fafhion  of  their  country,  were 
covered  with  the  (kins  of  wild  beafts,  and 
ufmg  the  hides  of  elephants  in  the  form 
of  bucklers.     Polyarchus  was  concerned  to 
fee  the  fmall  number  of  them,  being  not 
above  three  thoufand  fighting  men;  and 
the  citizens  that  were  unfit  for  fervice  in 

the 
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the  field,  were  kept  within  the  city  of 
Lixa,  to  defend  the  walls  and  ramparts : 
yet  Polyarchus  made  no  doubt  of  con- 
quering Radirobanes  with  the  forces  he 
brought  out  of  Gallia.  But  if  the  war  was 
not  foon  decided,  what  muft  be  done  when 
he  went  to  Sicily  ?— Should  he  go  alone, 
or  carry  his  army  away,  which  was  indeed 
the  ftrength  and  defence  of  Hyanifbe  ?— 
Being  perplexed  with  thefe  thoughts,  he 
refolved  to  perfuade  Hyanifbe  to  raiie  men 
of  her  own  nation,  and  compleat  an  army 
for  fervice ;  not  as  out  of  fear  of  Radiro- 
banes, or  once  mentioning  his  own  depar- 
ture ;  but  as  if  it  might  be  expedient  to 
carry  the  war  into  Sardinia,  if  the  enemy 
^ould  alter  his  purpofe  of  an  invafion. 
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A4ifffiurfehtw^^  iJyaniJbe.and  Poliarcbus,^ 
;.' .  e^ncernifdg  .tbe  different  methods  ^f  kings 
p  ^leyying  taf(€s.  find  impqfitig  tributes  on  their 
fuhj0s*f '  '. 

fTliHE  next  day  they  held  a  confuk^- 

.  i  'tioHH^^^  the  prej>arations  ne- 

'  cefliary.  far  the  approaching  war.     foliar- 

.  ciius-  advised  .the  queen  to  lay  a  new  tax' 

Vol.  iV,  ''     '*A  upon 
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\^Mii  her  fub^eds  toiiinp^rttiie  cfaaige  6f 
providing  for  the  war,  that  fhc  might 
raife  new  regimencs,  ^nd  take  into  her  pay 
fome  mercenary  ^roopjj  of^the  Numidians 
her  neighbours.  "  Your  idviec  is  good, 
(fa^d  Hyanifbc)  but  the  time  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  call  an  afi^mBly  of  the  ftates^ 
whofe  autihority^s  nefreflary  toraifc a  fub« 
fidy  for  the  prdfent  occafion.**  Poliarchus 
was  amazed  at  this  difficulty's  being  ftarted 
in  an  abfolute  monarchy,  where  all  j^en's 
prbperties  are  at  tiie  difii6fal  of  the^rincc. 
**  Do  not  the  regal  power  and  the  danger 
of  the  ftatc  (exclaimed  he)  carry  with  tjiem 
luffioient  weight  it*  obl^  tjie  pQQ$>le  to 
contribute  to  their  necefliries,  except  them- 
felves,  by  men  ^ fheir  <dwn'eleiSim,:  give 
alfo  their  confcnt  in^fown?— Are  d^eti'  the 
finews  of  a  kingdom,  is  thtifi^lhub  tttl^ury 
in  the  power  of  the  people  ?  miift  they  be 
the  direftors  of  all  ftate  affair3,  and  by 
thefe  means  beconpie  kings  over  their  kijigs, 
and  give  law  to  sU  the  cbuhfels,  defigns, 
and  forces'of  a  kingdbm?«^SureIy  the 
laws  of  a  monarchy  cannot  'altdw  it,  rior 

does 
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^4flf@l^  W^  ^ifh  that  narpe^"«^T|iQn  be 
:i??gan  to  perfuacjeHyanUbe  .»>  ihajcc  qff 
#?/y9fe?  of  cu(l9ffi,  by  ijv|}if;h  jhe  ^^a^- 
.^i»il»ns.M  ffe«««d  -ttc  ;ifai}fJs  of  ificir 
kjngS3jftbfervifig^th9t|npiv  w^  .the  tUnc 
tp  makeit^e9(peiit|M3fikt»  wh^  ^fcop)c» 
jal^ffnpd  -Ijy  the  .|e^ ,  of  a/ctfdgn  iny^ 

4;qa^cd|  to  curcfiaic  thj^ir.own  iaifc^f. 
*^And:fh»«ypw  ftaU  |ipt  fccm  (f^d  be) 
ip  tjroctyour  praogitive  by  af^  ij^ijqya- 
tiop,  bpt  oqly.upon  afudden,.extrijordi- 
naijr^  ^r^^^nt  danger*.  If  you  fucce^ 
jtw^i  ibrve*£c>r  a  precedent  bemafter,  ia 
^tb^r  daj)gf^  aQd  eniergencjes;  an4  ^ 
the  people. ape  ^y  degrees  j^econciled^to 
mai^  l^arih  and  unpleafipg  things,  fo  ,^e- 
ing  accijftpfnejd  to  this  v^ge,  they  w'iil 
^^^r  bufands  of  this  n^ti^re  to  .depend 
wholly- up9n  the  prfftce'spleafuEe;  anji  it 
will,  be  in  effedt:  fqt  the  good  of -the  people, 
who  are  pfcen  ;j.bulf!id  bytjie  fliadow.of 
liberty/'  ^'J  .know  (faid  Hyanifhe)  tjiac 
itwoulS  in '  Ipme  refpefts  be  of  advantage 
to  myfelf  afld  piy.fon,  .if  we  cpuld  acquire 
-       A  2  this 
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this  power ;  but  it  could  nc^xr  be  broughc 
to  effeA  without  much  danger  and  dif- 
turbance,  and  clpecially  at  this  tkne,.  when 
the  people  (hould  be  encouraged  to  meet 
the  enemy,  and  the  foreign  mifchief  that 
threatens  us  is  fufficient  without  the  ad- 
dition of  civil  dHienfions.  Were  I  to  'aft 
thus,  r  fhooild  fight  for  Radirobanes  to 
better  purppfe  than  Wmlelf  with  his  whole 
"'army  are  able  to  do:  for  I  ihould  dienate 
the  minds  of  my  people  from  myfelf  and 
reconcile  them  to  him  ; — but  befides,-  I 
fhouldibar  the-difpleafure  of  the  Gods,  if 
I  endeavoured  to  break  through  this'  cut- 
torn,  which  I -believe  to  be  founded  on  the 
moft  facred  rule  of  ^uity/*  -^  «  What 
cuftom?**  faid  Poliarchus.  —  «  That  (faid 
Ihe)  thr.t  forbids  the  king  to  impofc  any 
tribute  or  tax  upon  his  people  without 
their  advice  and  confent, — Will  you  allow 
me  to  lay  afide  the  queen,  and  to  tell  you 
what  I  have  heard,  thought,  and  learned 

upon  this  fubjeft  ?" "  With  all  my 

heart,  faid  Poliarchus ;  do  you  take  upon 

you  the  defence  of  tKofe  who  can  only  be 

;  '  ruined 
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roined  by  their  own  licentioufnefs,    and 
prefervcd  by  their  obedience  to  lawful  au- 

thorit)\*' And  with  this  he  gave  her  all 

his  attention,  though  not  well  plcafed  to 
hear  his  own  opinions  in  fiich  a  nlatttr 
cbntradifted.     He  likewife  bdlieved  that 
Hyanilbe  fpoke  not  as  ihe  thought,  but 
was  willing  to  conceal  the  lols  of  her  au- 
thority under  the  colour  of  equity,  as  if 
it  would  relieve  her  own  difficulties  to 
draw  other  princes  into  the  fame  fituation. 
-  u  yf^  know  (faid  the  queen)  that  king- 
doms were  founded  at  firft,   to  the  end 
that  force,  which  draws  all  things  to  the 
mc4k  powerful,   fliould  be  removed,  and 
that  men  might  be  governed  according  to 
the  la^s  of  nature  and  reaibh.    Now  what 
can  be  more  agreeable,  to  the  law  of  na. 
ture,  than  that  every  man  ftiould  enjoy  thh 
fFuit$  of  his  own  labour  and  induftry,  or 
what  more  agreeable  to  reafoh  than  that 
we  ftiould  rightly  underftaild  what  we  may  - 
call  our  own,  and  what  belongs  to  an* 
other  ? — Both  thefe  lights  are  extinguifli- 
cd,  if  kingi^  may  at  their  pkafure  take 
~        A  3  away 
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away  the  property  of  the  fubjcflj  and  phce 
it  in  their  trcafury ;  for  how  can  the  peo^ 
pie  know  what  is  dKir  own»  when  Tieitiier 
themfelves  nor  the  law  can  d^ine  it,  but 
only  the  will  of  the  prince  ?-and  when^aftcr 
paying  the  tribute  they  cahriot  enjoy  the 
iremainder,  which  is  liable  to  be  taken  fi-oa* 
them  by  another  edift  of  the  king.  This 
kind  of  community  no  friiands,  no  h^ 
thcrs;  can  (Mg  endure  i  ;eveA  wives'  define 
to  know  wbait  part  of  cheir  hufi>aad's  for- 
tune they  may  call  their  own«  Who  ijiere^ 
fore  can  expe<5t  a  iettled  peace  in  thatfla^ 
where  what  ttie  ki^g  takes  froRvthe  fubge&y 
he  callis  his  own^  ai^d  what  he  leavestvhe 
ftfU  holds  in  common  with  them?  but 
when  certain  boltnds  are  prefcribed  for 
givmg  and  receiving  6n  both  (idos^  vluA 
(If at  e<|uity,  pointed  eu€^  by  nature,  marks 
out  to  every  fam^y  tteir  limits,  righ^ 
^nd  duties,  the  hope  of  muduKdly  pleafing 
and  gralifyiiig  each  other  confirms  the 
mutual  dudef  between  the  kii^  and  the 
pe0|>le  i  for  they  will  freely^  cRit  of  their 
own  property;  fill  their  princ^^s  CKchequerf 

rather 
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rather  thaa  the  crown,  fliQuld.  excreife  too^ 
rigomus  apowcr,  or  rather  than,  the  kiog^ 
fhould  raihiy  make  wan  or  cpnclude  peace 
unfeaibnably^  or  beilQw.  thegj^at  office^  of 
the.  ftate  upon  ig^onuit  or  wQrthk&.mei|. 
Thefe  pfieriqgd  th^y.  wUl  make  to  th«  vir^ 
tnes;  of  theif;  prince;;  by  theno  they;  will 
tefti^  theiv  gi^4^e  for,  f;3v<»ar3  received*, 
aa^  defi;rve  osiers,  inr  imw^    And  atfo^, . 
thi^  king:  oar  hi^jpaAi  wiJA  4^  nothing  t(i 
huffD  or  oppflefs  hia  pcppk^^  kft  he-ihoislii 
fail,  of  obteimng£tomth£m  »  fiippljftftMr 
aU  hisr  oeeafioms*     Tjhde  are^  the.  &cred 
bonds  that  unite  die  king  and  people,  bf 
reftraining  both  foom  the  ufe  of  that  power 
which  wouU  otherwise  be  infi^)portable^  . 
and'  thefe  drfepd.ithe  gO!v«nmiagit  fvomt 
piide  and  injuftice.    '. 

^  But  you  wtU  %  dttEt  mufk  be  monsjr 
r^fed  to  fupport  the  ezponces  of  a  king^,  . 
and  ftcangera  judge  of  the  flKngth  and 
riches  of  a  country  by  the  magnificence  of 
the  king  and  his  court,  You  wiU  aik^ 
What  ihall  become  of  the  army  ?  what  ci 
tht  navy  ^  There  is  indeed  hardly  a^deeper  . 
Al4^  fea. 
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Jea  to  fwallow  up  the  wealth  of  a  king- 
dom ;  and  the  truth  of  thefe  things  is 
confirmed  by  experience.  For  rAy  part^ 
I* do  not  believe  that  any  kings  are  fo 
ftraitened  by  their  people,  as  to  *  want 
means  to  fupport  the  honour,  and  dignity- 
of  their  crown,  as  well  as  tht  fieceflities  of 
the  ftate.  They  have  ^e^t  revenues,  land- 
ed-inheritance, culboiUs,' and  ta5r€s*  This  - 
ti^ftire  will  befofficifent  to  maihtain  the 
honour  of  the  prince  if  he  will  reign  alone, 
and  not  make  the  prodigal  crood  of  his 
dependents  and  favourites  fhal-ers  ift  thfem : 
bot  if  he  is  poffeffcd  of  this  infadaBle^de* 
fife  of  bellowing,  neTther  ordinary  nor  ex- 
traordinary means  of  raifing  moiiey  will  be 
fufficicnt  to  fill  this  devouring  gulph.  The 
people  may  obey  his  commands,  and  bring 
the  fruits  of  their  labbsur  and  induftry  into 
hi§  treafiiry,  yet  this  prince,  like  Erific-^ 
thon,-  will  always^  be  hungryji-  poor,-  and 
craving,  as  he  will  be  the  more  profufe 
and  wafteful,  by  how  much  the  eafier  he 
believes  it. to  rcplenifti  his-  treafi^iry.  .  Gaji . 
you  then  wonder  that  the:  people  fliould 

refufe 
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refufe  tx)  give  to  the  favourites  ahcf  de* 
pendents  of  the  king  the  only  means  t^iey 
have  to  provide  for  themfelves  and  fami- 
lies,  and  which  they  will  notwithftanding 
part  with  to  him  when  he  afks  it  not  out 
of  vain  and  dcftrudtive  prodigality,  but ' 
when  the  necefBties  of  the  ftate  require  it  ? 

"I  am  informed,  moreover,  that^  in 
thofe  countries  that  patiently  endure  thefe 
arbitrary  taxations,  ,the  prince  is  lefs  en- 
riched by  them  than  is  generally  fuppofed ; 
fbr  he,  finding  himfelf  fupplied  out  of  the 
people's  purfes,  neglefts  the  crown  lands^ 
his  private  inheritance.  They  come  to  be 
divided  among  his  favourites ;  they  are 
farmed,  mortgaged,  or  fold.  Thus  do 
kings  defpife  the  moft  jufl:  way  of  living,, 
upon  their  own  lawful  eftatses,  and  depend, 
upon  another  that  is  little  better  than  ra- 
pine ;  and  though  their  revenues  are  ra~- 
ther  altered  than  increafcd^  yet  when  they 
have  carried  this  point,  they  triumph  and 
infuk  like  conquerors.     *  ^ 

"  Finally,    How  will  you  diftinguifht 

between  a  king  and  a  tyrant,,  when  the: 

A  5.  £ubjedt 
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fiibjeft  holds  Us  propehy  oidy  at  anoiliir 
man's  pleafure  I  If  I  am  i%htly  inforllii^ 
by  th6fe  who  have  viiitcd  couturks  under 
this  arbitrary  govfemmenti  the&  eta&iona: 
are  borne  lightly  by  the  rich)  but  the 
common  peopk,  the  labourers,  the  huP- 
bondmen^  are  fo  much,  opprefled^;  that 
their  governoES  fcarcdy  leav^  them  vic- 
tuals to  ear,  or  a  bed  to  reft  upon:  and 
whatworie  treatment  can  they  exped  from; 
a  conquering  enemy  ?**' 

PiJiarchus  beii^  moved:  at  tli^  (haip 
defcriptioff  of  the  miferies  of  the  conunoiB 
peopliv  intcirupted  Hyanilbe  in  this  man*- 
ncr:  "*  I  could  have  wiflied,.  Madam,  that? 
they  who  bought  thefcL  reports  to  yoQr 
ear  of  the  eSca&tons  upon  the  people,  hzi& 
not  done  it  in  fo?  brief  and  obfcure  a: 
manner,  but  had  given  a  full  and  clear  ac- 
oounft  of  ttefe  affairs,,  that  might  have  ac- 
quitted the  king,,  and  the  cuftom  itfelf,  of 
the-crueltyandopprdnon^whichare  chai^ged> 
upon  them:  for  kings  could  never  intend: 
tjiattheffi  crudkses  fliouW  be^pradifed  upon* 
ibcir  fubjeds  i,  hut  if  the  fantier^  or  colt-> 

|pQ:oiy. 
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Itftors-  of  the  mrcnucs  Hull  <w»-Atc  fomcj 
particular  peri6n«,  muft  we  throw  the: 
whole  blame  upon  kittgs  and  taxes  ?«—— 
But  be  it  fe-r — let  U8  foppofe  that  the  al^' 
feflbrs  areiaulty,  in  an  unjiift  dvftribution 

of  the  burthen that  the  officers   are 

cruel  in  the  manner  of  collefting  it— — — 
and,  if  you  pleafe,  let  the  king  be  the 
blameable  perfon,  under  whom  thele  laws 
are  fo  badly  executed  j  yet, will  not  all  this; 
render  the  prerogatives  of  kings  unjuft,  or 
unlawful  ?  I  mean  the.  right  of  impofing; 
taxes,  which  is  the  fubje^l  of  our  prefent 
difpute  ;  except  you  will  fay  that  alt 
things,  laws  and.  rights,  are  unjuft,  but 
when  we  ufc  them  juftly  j  and  that  they 
change  their  nature  according  to  the  hands: 
in^  which  they  are  committed.  But  what 
if  the  people  grant  a  fubfidy?  You  wilt 
fiiy.  There  is  nothing  more  lawful~but  i£ 
\h  collecting  it,  Ibme  of  the  fubjefts  fhould 
be  ufed.  cruelly  and  unjuftly,  does  it  there- 
fore ceafe^  to  be  lawful,  though  it  was 
granted  by  confent  of  the  people  ?  Every 
king hatlvfull  p(wer  to makew^r or  peat ^;, 
A.  6/'  butt 
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but  if  he  (hall  ufe  this  povecJnconfide* 
rately,  and  raife  or  provoke  Aft  enemy  nn- 
feafonably^  he  will  do  much  morfe  hurt  to 
the  people  than  by  impofing  of  taxes  v 
but  neverthelefe  you  cannot.  Oh  Queen!' 
deny  this  power  to  be  lawful — from  whence^ 
I  prove  that  the  laws  thcmfclves  are  not 
to  be  judged  good  or  b^  by  the  honqfly 
of  thofe  who  put  them  in  execution.  Why- 
then  ihould  we  efteem  the  ,  r^al  ftate 
(which  even  thofe  who  have  no  defireto- 
live  under  it  confefs  to  be  the  moft  perfedfc 
form  of  government)  to  be  weaker  phan 
the  power  that  is  affumed  by  an  arifto- 

cracy? for  certainly^   in  foch  ftates  as. 

are  governed  by  a  fenate,  the  people  are- 
not  confulted  upon  all  thefe:occafions,^,nor 
requefted  to  ^ffift  the  commonwealth*. 
The  fenate'  alone  comtmand,  ratify,  make 
laws,  and  fee  them  put  in  execution,  nor^ 
will  they  fufer  the  people  to  have  any 
tafte  of  the  fweetnefs  of  authority,  whichy 
if  we  jvtdge  rightly,  is  the  whole  fum  of  the 
myfteries  of  ftate.  And  why  fhould  they 
have  a  right  to  ufe  this  power^^aiKl  not  a 
•'  '  king? 


itiftg  ?-riand  i£\ihe  power  of  making  hw« 
is.th^'  rfght  of  a  kkig  np  lefs  than  of  a-  fe- 
nate,— if  he  has  no  lefs  than  they  the 

power  of  life  and  death, if  he  has  au- 

^lority  to  proclaim  war  and  peace,  which 
is  reckoned  a  privilege  of  the  greateft  im* 
portance,  whyihould  his  power  be  d^fi-*^ 
cient  in  this  point  only,  of  Impofing  ,tri^ 
.butes  and  taxes  upon  the  pec^k  ?" 

"  I.  perceive  (faid  Hyanifbe,  whofc  opi- 
nions were  fbmewhat  ih^k^n)  there  is  muck 
to,  be  faid  in  favour  of  abfelute  monarchy  Irf^ 
thofe  who  are  horn  under  its  influences  ',•-*—. 
hut  J  hough  there  are  certain  truths  offuch  a^ 
nature  that  no  arguments  can  overthr$w 
them^  yet  it  is  pofftble  to  difpute  upon  thenk 
for  ever  without  either  party* s  being  con^ 
vinced  by  the  other. — I  would  therefore  com--,^ 
proinifi  withyoUj^  in  ofder  to  draw, this  dif 
cwrfe  towards  a.  conclufion.'-^fhere  would  be 
no  government  fo  defireable.as  that  of  an  ab-^ 
fglute  monarchy  if.fuch  an  one  were  fwe  air 
ways  to  be  ppjfejjfd  of  aU  the  fualiti^s  w^ 
aftribe  to  a  petfeSt  prince  y  and,  added  to^ 
tbemy  a  hart  dejrm  to  fmpky  thefe  qua^ 

titles 
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tiies  m^  far  tbeg^aicf  bis  pmpk%    Atf 
$hi  iefi  ^fnmkofvtfiicb  s  mxtrnis  sf  fiwrnwr 
mperfeaionsy  and  the  cgnditwn  cf  kmgs  ir 
fubjeS  iofncb  fMiinual  itaf^titmsy  mifnp^i^ 
fitttdimnsy  md  anr^r^  ibai  it  is  not  f§r  fb& 
gaai  (0  faftty  afafiate  /^  trufi  an  imlimifedf 
pnvH-  in  tb^  bands  of  ime  many  mm  boM; 
ti^efitre  made  laws  to  he  a  cbtek  and  re- 
fir  aint  upon  tbi  prince  whenever  be  carrier 
bis  authority  toe  far :  for  fince  aR  govern- 
ment was  contrived  for  tbefecurity  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  tbofe  who  live  under  itj  that  muff 
certainff  be  the  hefi  wh&e  thefe  purpofes  arr 
Seji  anfwered. 

«*  But  perhaps  Afferent  kinds  of  govern^ 
ment  may  h  heft  for  different  countries.  Thr 
genius  of  one  nation  may  agree  with  ahfohue 
monarchy y.  another  will  admit  of  kingfy  go^ 
vemmenty  but  muler  certain  limitations  5  a 
third  rejeSs  aU  regal  authority y  andyetfu9- 
mits  to  an  arifiocracy  more  defpotic  than  that 
of  any  monarchy  whilft  a  fourth  wilt  only. 
beofr  a  democracyy  where  the  people  have* 
tbetrfboKe  is  ^  gmfemment,.  And perbapst 
^m-  nt^bfy,  ma  iali:tbe£f  Jiffetmt.fomt:, 
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h  e9mfdmieiM9  mere  ixceHint  than  mf^ 
thim^  vshertm  the  ngak  driftficrattM^  a^ 
Jeimeratkal  firms  might  h  fo  mixed  and 
Umdedti^berasto  avctdthemmtvemeneies 
eftbimail,  and  to  render  a  natim  tie  me/i: 
fietf  grmf,  andhapfy^  ofatry  in  tih  xverld^ 

**  Fer  my  eum  parfiy  ItOdaidnU  ie  tie^ 
petfin  to  make  any  hmevation  in  the.  bws  ef 
my  kingdom^  which  my  aneefiors  thought 
ti^emfehesioiotdnligionjfytoakjirve^^  atthr 
fame  time  T  am  fenfible  of  jome  ince9tveniem 
cies  on  particular  loccqfiom  ^e  the  prefent^ 
but  I  omfiMr  that  no  prefentform  of  governed 
ment  is  etUirely  free  from  thefe  mtferefeen  dif-^ 
fiaUiies.  I  wHi  therefore  think, of  feme  mo^ 
tbod  of  obtaining  a  Jnpplf  for  this  emergetky^ 
without  breaking  the  hws^  or  eftabUJbing  at 
precedent Jcr  future  times^^ 

Aad  thus  Poliarchus  and  the  qtieef» 
tndedtheconrei&tioiH  without  being  coa"^ 
ndnced  by  each  other's  c^inioiis  orargu^ 
ments,  thou^  the  former  feeoicdcahftv^ 
gained  foiifie  advantage^u 

The  queea  ibon  after  £nt  for  tfie  ma*- 
|^a«es.o£  the  dt;,  o£  lixa^  and  feqveila^^ 

tihgnii 
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them  to  lend  her  an  hundred  talents  out 
erf"  their  city  treafory ;  who  complkd  im- 
mediately,  being  excited  by  the  impend- 
ing danger  of  the  ftate,  and  brought  her 
the  money  in  two  days  after ;  and  this  ce- 
lerity had  a  moft  happy  effeA  5  for  the 
other  towns  following  their  example,  gave 
the  fame  tokens  of  duty  and  afiedtion  tOr 
their  queen  and  country.  The  occafion 
of  their  liberality  was  doubled  by  the 
Imth'day  of  Hyanifb^  which  happened 
about  the  fame  time.  That  day,  though 
in  a  timje  of  difturbance,  was  celebrated  in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  the  mid&  of  a  pro- 
found peace.  All  feafted  plentifully,  both 
in  the  city  and  camp,  and  crowning  them- 
felves  with  garlands,  drank  very  freely ; 
fo  that  before  night  Gelanoius,  who  had 
the  comman4  of  the  watch,  fent  word  to 
Poliarchus  that  he  could  not  reftrain  them. 
He  prefently  made  hafte  to  the  camp, 
Tcnowing  that  in  war  no  opportunity  muit 
be  given  to  Fortune,  who  loves  by  fuddea 
accidents  to  ruin  the  unprepared.  He  ' 
found  the  greater  part  of  the  foldiery  afleep,. 

but 
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but  the  reft  were  finging  and  revelling,  and 
unfit  to  receive  any  commands ;  and  this 
happened  not  only,  aariong .  the,  Maurita- 
niansj.but  among  the  lower  fort  of  the 
Gavils  alfo.  PoBarchus  moft  earneftly  re- 
commended to  Gelanorus  and  'the  officers 
who''w««  caf  abfd  of  ihftruftiohs,  the  care 
of  the  camp,  the  watch,  anS  this'roUf  *of 
dpinken  men;  ..aod  himfelf  returned. to^ 
the  city.  '':'"  '  "       ;*  :  '  .       ;  ' 
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CHAP.    XIX. 

Rrdirohanes  arriving  in  'Mauritania^  enttrt 

'  fie  harbour  of  Lixa.    He  is  Jtoppied'  by 

Gdanorus.    The  fighl  between  tie  two 

armies.    A  firangt  accideni,  happens  to 

Kadirohanes. 

■  .  •  i    X. 

THERE  was  no  lefs  mirth  andjplr 
'  lity  on  board  the  fleet,  than  among 
their  fellows  on  fliore ;  nor  were  they  be- 
hind them  in  drowfineis  afterwards;  for 
(carcely  could  they  be  awakened  even  by 
danger  or  wounds.  In  that  very  night 
Radirobanes  failed  up  the  river  ^ith  his 
whole  navy,  and  having  eafily  driven  back 
the  watch,  gained  the  fhore.  The  fol- 
diers  that  ihould  have  kept  guard,  being^ 
feized  with  fear,  fled  to  the  camp,  or  to 
the  gates  of  the  city,  which  were  fliut 
againfl:  them  as  well  as  the  enemy.  Others 
put  out  to  fea  with  their  galleys,  wheie. 
the  filcnce  convinced  them  there  was  no 
enjpmies  to  fear.  Radirobanes  landed  the 
•  greatcft 
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greaeeft  part  of  his  forces,  and  fuppofing 
the  city  would  not- recover  the  firft  fhocK 
of  his  coming,  he  divided  his  army,  fet- 
ting  fome  to  defend  the  Ihore,  and  others 
to  attack  the  town,  and  fcale  the  walls. 
But  the  Gauls  and  Mauritanians  that  were 
e^lcamped>  had  neither  thf  fame  fears,  nor 
the  fame  fortune  a^  the  ieamen.     GelanOk 
rus,  hearifil;  the  tomuit  x^poa  ^e :  (l&ore^ 
caufed  the  foldi^rs  to*  be  awakefiied,  arsL. 
an  alarmr  to  be  fi^unded  k^imediately .  Sleep 
h^   ]^6r^>  feme  to  thieir  fenfes^   and. 
danger  ethers.     He  difpofed  one  pf^  oT. 
the  wen  »  guard  the  tr<nches^,  undetthe- 
c6^nfimand  of  Micipfa^   whto  wais  geaer^ 
of  the  Maufitdnians,  and  with  tb»  reft^ 
advanced  towards  the  enemy,   who*  we» 
grown*  fecur^f  a&  after  an  entire  vidlory, 
Bixt  when  Ractirojbanea  underfto^d  that^ 
fome  ftood  upon  their  defence,  knowing 
the  difadvaniragcs  of  time  and  place,,  to 
which  ftrangjsrs  and  foreigners  were  exr 
pofed,  he  founded  a  retreat^  thinking,  he 
hid  done  fulBcient  for  that  time,  in  beings 
mafier  at  fea,  and  making  gpod  h&s  land-. 

Ing»' 
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ing,  and  promMcd  himfclf  fin  cafy  viftoiy 
the  next  day,  being  ignorant  tliat  he  was 
to  encounter  Poliarchus  and  his  army. 
Gelanorus,  who,  on  his  fide,  was  fatisfied 
to  have  hindered  the  enemy  from  attack- 
ing the  camp  or  the  city,  did  not  attempt 
to  break  in  upon  their  quarters,  but 
thought  better  to  forbear  any  farther 
'aftion  that  night,  efpecially  in  the  abfence 
of  his  king,  and  without  his  directions. 

The  next  morning  early  Poliarchus, 
provoked  and  afhamed  at  the  laft  night's 
overiight,  called  a  council  of  war,  com- 
pofedequftUy  of  Gauls  and  Mauritanians. 
He  complained,  that  an  offence  againft 
the  rules  and  difcipline  of  war  had  been 
committed  by  thofe  that  were  appointed 
to  guard  the  feu  He  commanded  all  the 
Gauls  that  had  left  the  navy  to  be  dif- 
arriied,  and  eVery  tenth  man  by  lot  to 
make  latisfaftion  for  his  fault  by  death ; 
and  the. queen  gave  the  fame  order  con-* 
cerning  the  Mauritanians.  But  when  they 
were  .brought  out  to  execution,  Ih^  in- 
treated  for  the  Gauls,    and  he   for  the 

^  Mauri- 
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Mauritanians.  So  (with  flighter  difgmces 
and  punifhments,  fuch  as  are .  ufually  in- 
flicted upon  foldiers  for  fmallef  offeaces) 
they  were  orcierccj.  to  Hand  in  the  market- 
place for  an  example  to  all  the  reft  j  and 
though  they  wanted -foldiers  at  that  time, 
yet  they  were  left  all  that  day  to  the  (hame 
of  beings  made  a  public  fpeftacle,  as.  a 
warning  to  deter  others' from,  the  like  be- 
haviour. 

And  now  Poliarchus  himfelf,  arrayed 
in  a  fcarlet  veft,  guttering  with  gems  and 
gold^  and  mounted  upon^  a.  Numidian 
courfcr,  fOjde  bare-Iicaded 'uJ>/and'-doivn 
the  army,  filling  all  ra,nk$  with. an  awful 
refpefk.  and  aflurance  o£  viftory.  Leaving 
therefore  a  fufficient  guard  for  the  cou^:t, 
the  city,. and  gates,  he  fet  forward  with  the 
reft  of  the  troops  to  the  »campi  '  Th?  j^y 
diers  were  drawn  up,  aiid  iparched  under 
the  command  of  Gelanorus.  Radiroba- 
nes  alfo  fet  his  army  in  order  for  a  battle, 
being  much  troubled  in  muid  and, coun- 
tenance, fince  he  heard .  from  one  of  hii 
prif^ners  taken  the  laft  night/  tdat  Pya- 

*  niibS 
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nifbe  was  afltfted  by  a  certain  kii^  of 
Gallia  called  Poliarcfaus,  for  he  sreuld 
be  known  by  no  other  name,  than  thac^ 
which  he  h^d  gained  fo  much  honour  in 
^  foieign. countries,  while  under  the  di%uife 
of  ^  humble  fta(ion.  ILadirobanes  re- 
membered th4t  tUe.pcrfbn,  for  whcjfe  i^te 
.Argenis  r^ufed  his  a^ance,  was'fo  c^d; 
but  he  doubted  whether  this  wepe4he;lainc 
man,  becaufe  many  might  be  called  hv  the 
fame  nam^,  and  Selenifia  pever  fne^itioned 
hvn  as.]»  king.  Aod  4)efideS)  if  he  were 
reajly^a  king,  how  came  he  (o  jbe  at  that 
time  in  Africa?— uolefs  fome  god  had 
matched  this  pair  of  rivals,  and  brou]^t 
them  to  try  their  fortunes  together ;  and 
that  the  fame  ipan  that  overthrew  his  hopes 
jft 'Sicily  (though  abfent)  were  come  hither 
to  crpfs  his  defigns  in  Mauritania. 

"But  the  approaiihing  battle  turned  this 
conftifion^of  dioughts  into  anger  aiid  re- 
venge. There  wa3  a  convenient  plain  be- 
tween the  tents  of  Jladirobanes  and  the 
c^Qip  of  Poliarchus;  this  being  chofen  for 
the  field  of  battle,  glittered  on  all  fides 

with 


\ 


»wiih  blight  ^rtnsj^and  cilifigris  dlfpfayt^. 
lEnch  king  ted  ihe  rigW:  Wtttg^fSf -iiis  -own 
» ^mxy\  -thg^irftidf  tMe^Sardiifeinswas'com-* 
manckd  -by  Vcrtigfenes, '  and  Poliarchtis 
gavctthatf  hortout  to  *t6kf '^fiqipf^  a  TOW 
in  high  cfteem  irt  Mauritania ;  yet  he  join- 
ed "Q^ianonlsf  with  'him  In  tip  cotnoiand, 
that  the-yo\ith'  of;  the  oiiji  ttjiglit  fupply 
^What'^^  bad  abated  in-che  o^t     ' 

"Wlien  th^  trumpets  founded,  t;hc  'fifft 

xJiargewas  gireo'by  the. archers  jpn  both  . 

-fidej  ;  ;b»t^the  *^rmies  i^jifltung  jo^thfer 

■  w^h  'more  violence  than  (he  generals  on 

eiphpr.fldci  wjAed,  fthe  arehcrs  and^Ilmgcrs 

became  tmnfec^flary,  as  there  was  hardly 

robni^fot  the  foot  to  i^  their  pikes*  WhUc 

^ehorie  cotjld  fcarcely  t«m  in  the  battle, 

^Jllt  were  Spurred  on,  by  the  ardour  of  the 

jiitt  Ihock,  yet  none  ^equalled  the  courage 

«  and  abilities  of  Poliarchusi  though  Ra- 

dirobahes,  inftamcd  with  emulation,  gave 

/m^y^  proofs  of  valpur  and  fkijil,    apd 

njany,of  the  officers  and  fojdiers  gained 

immortal  honour  by. the  death  jbf  thfir 

enemies,  or 'ty  dying  bravely  themfelvcs. 

And 
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nilW  was  affifted  by  *//  ^c^  on 
GaUia  calkd  PoKardr^  /'  i9*cnHig 
•be  known  by  no  othf?^  i  tl>e  -go^ 

which  he  had  gair//'  ^hcm.    E«r 

^    foieign.countrir  •    •  ''t   I    "^ 

'     of  ShumbJ  ..  ere  %uck  with 

member'  '  •  ■^S5.9'W{igr<>F,¥/«« 
Argenistr         -^fhp  n^jUff^Q^  tbun- 

but  he  <»       • ''g  °^  :i#F^8' ,  tMi-fl  tJ^« 
,     .1  was  bent  on  the.  qeftruftion 

nan.      -  *     •  r  '    •■   >    <•  -•  ''."'i'  • 
fam V^l    w  (f^^:^^^  (jevQUoi?.;  j^et 
'     yji    jf^od  as  .if  intinglecl  !(^9fheri  ;ai|d 
/itfuhwhether  tp  obej^'  t{ie  ,wijl^b^-  he^- 
^  iciU  the  efepliante^p^'^^^  ..Thefe 

y/iweildy  anim^irs,   which  Hyaniibe  had 
ordered  tO;be  brought^ into ihebattle,  rpoft 
pf;  them,>eipg  lately  take^^  inj.^ujpt^^ 
^  aiid  hot^thorqughiyrtaped,  Had  nb.t/prgpt 
*^  their^  native  fierc^nels  and  liberty'.p  This 
treature  ,was '  at ' '  that .  time*  fihkriwn  in 
'Europe,  and  confequehtly   did  not  only 
^  amaze  the  'Sardinians,  again^  whom  they 
wer6  broughjt,  but'the/GauIsalfo  beheld 
.with  fear  their  own 'auxiliaries.  ";*  But  after 
■ "  the  fuddeh  darknefs  came  09,  the  elepliahts 
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'  fobjcft  mfcar  as  at^ieTf  aftofliihca 
^  fual  Aoife  from  tbeoloudsy  began 

'<^  "^9  ^hcn  the  lightnmg  flalhing 

^    '  •^  eyes,  the  ftioxigjoft  of  tbem, 

^,  brokcr.kK^frem  i^go* 

v      >'  .  yiokacly  wherever,  hit 

y  V  .xim :  the  feft  hdving.thrown 

.orS)  followed  him»  and  ti:ampled 
jver  ^  field ;  and  faecauTe  thejr  could 
iiot  find  a  pafiage  throi^h  die  cfoops,  as 
if  diey  weie  taken  m  the  coils^^  chey  ftrove 
tof  jccover  dieir  fiberty.    Many  of  the 
Gaials  brc^  their  ranks,  as  did  alio  the 
Satdinians ;  focne  were  overthrown  by  thefe 
funotts  beafts,  others  toiled  iq>  into  the 
air.    The  greatfleis  of  their  bulk,   the 
novelty  of  the  fight,  and  the  fearflil  ex- 
perience of  their  ilrength  utterly  difheart* 
cmng   the   amazed   foldiers,    they  con^ 
je£kured,  that  either  the  wrath  of  the  gods 
*    purfued  them,  or  that  thefe  monftcrs  were 
then  firft  created  to  break  off  the  battle. 
The  i^t  of  them  was  fufficicnt  caufe  to 
many  to  run  away,  and  rfie  fear  of  their 
con)paniof)s  infe^ed  t^ofe  that  were  farther 
VoL^IV.  B  rcmovcdi 
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Tcmoved*    'The  horfts,  unuf^  to  the  ii^t  \i 

and  fmell  of  them,  grew  reftiiF,  and  fome  ^' 

carried  thtir  riders  over  hills  and  dales,  <^ 

others  into  the  midft  of  their,  enenrues. 

It  wai  indeed  aihange  mockery  of  for-  { 

tune,  that  fo  great  an  army  fhould  be 
ctvcrthrown  by  thhteen  beafts,  for  they 
were  no  more  in  number.    By  which  it  •^  \ 

may  appear,  that  ftrength  of  body  is  not  | 

nK>re  available  in  battle  than  fortitude  of 
mind  •,  and  that  a  multitude  is  as  eafily 
conquered  by  fcar^  as  by  the  fword.  But 
now,  by  the  command  of  the  officers,  the 
men  began  to  be  feparated  into  companies, 
whom  the  fame  dread  had  intermingled, 
and  by  degrees  they  drew  back  to  their 
refpeftive  parties.  But  as^  the  deftiny  of 
common  men  is  generally  forgotten,  fo 
the  fortune  of  king  Radirobanes  was, 
among  things  worthy  of  note,  moft  me- 
morable. He  was  mounted  upon  a  horfe 
in  all  refpefts  fit  for  a  foldier ;  but  that  in 
apprehenfions  of  a  fudden  fear,  he  was 
ungovernable.  When  the  elephants  had 
broken  the  ranks,   and  the  other  horfes  J 

were. 
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were  difordcrcd  with  fear,  he  broke  out 
into  a  furious,  kind  of  madnefs,  and  grew 
fo  reftiffi    that  the  king  was  unable  to 
manage  him.  i  fo  thaf  being  ftronger  thart 
the  bit  which  held  him,  he  carried  his  lord 
forcibly  into  the  enemy's  camp. 
.    In  the  mean  tunc  the  troops  of  horfc, 
by  the  cOThmand  of  Poliarchus,  retired 
to^Vards  the  city.     Thofe  that  were  about 
Radirobanes,  being  difperfed  in  the  gene* 
ral  confufion,   believed  he  had  retreated 
with  thcjm.     He  therefore  being  alqne, 
and  far  diftant  from  his  friends,  changed 
the  ftercenels  of  his  courage  into  extreme 
fear  and  confternation.  Should  he,  though 
vainly,  attempt  toefcapc  being  furrounded 
with  enemies  ?— or  (hould  he  yield  in  hope 
of  faving  his  life?— or  venture  that  life 
by  a  defpcrate  and  unequal  fight? — And 
if  there  was  little  hope  of  ranfom  if  he 
were  taken  prifoner,  there  was  ftill  lefs  to 
efcape  to  his  own  people.     While  he  was 
thus  unrefolved,  curling  his  fortune  with 
many  bitter  execrations,   his  danger  in- 
creafed  upon  him  5  for  the  troop  in  which 
B  2  he 
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he  had  hitherto  been  concealed,  inarched 
to  the  very  gates  of  the  cky,  fo  that  xhcrt 
Tematned  no  odker  vmy  for  hina  to  fave 
himfelf;  than  by  pretending  to  be  one  of 
%he  inters  o£  Pdliarchus.  And  as  at  the 
beginning  of  the  battle,  that  he  might  the 
more  ^cdy  execute  the  duty  of  both  a 
commander  and  a  foUier,  hehudafidchis 
regal^  habit,  Ms  pi^le  veft,  and  helmet, 
^vmh  the  diadem,  and  deliveied  them  to  a 
friend  eaHed  Megalofthenesb  The  deceit 
'was  hidden  the  more  eafily ;  fb  in  thb 
manner  he  entered  in  the  iittdft  <tf  three 
hundred  horfi^  into  a  fortiliod  city  bo; 
lon^ng  to  his  €»emy.  But  as  all  the  kir 
^ers  had  their  ieveral  quarters  appdi^ed 
for  their  lod^flg  and- entertainment,  if  he 
ihould  join  himftif  to  any  company,  he 
could  not  remain  undifcovered  among  a 
fsw,  though*  under  cover  of  his  arms  he 
had  deceived  fo  many }  and  if  he  avoided 
the  fociety  of  all  men,  it  were  to  betray 
himfelf  by  a  fiiipicious  kind  of  fditude. 
^  As  long  therefore  as  thefe  troops  made  > 
a  £kand  in  the  market-place  to  receive  or- 
ders 
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ders  from  their  ofEcers,  he  was  fafe  enough 
mtong  chem ;  but  when  ibon  dfter  a  mef- 
ienger  came  from  PoUarchus  to  command 
thofc  troops  of  hprfe  to  withdraw  to  their 
quarters,  and  to  remain  that  night  in  the 
city,  for  the  queen's  guard,  Raditx>bane& 
hearing  it,  remained  quite  fpiritkfs ;  for 
the  horfemen  upon  this  ieparated^  and- 
every  man  went  to  l\\a  own  Iod^ng;«  The 
Icing  therelbre,  a^  if  to  look  for  his  lodg-- 
ing,  was  obliged  to  wander  about  alonii 
dirough  the  ftreets,  not  knowing  where  to 
go^  or  whom  moft  to  fliun^  and  every  m%n 
he  met  leemed  to  him  more  terrible  thio* 
the  laft  Having  fpent  ibme  time  in  rang*^ 
ing  about  the  city  in  this  torment  of  fear^ 
and  thinking  he  muft  no  longt^  delay 
taking  fome  refoludon,  he  met  with  a  fe& 
of  fervantsr  leading  their  mafters  horfes  to^ 
water,  Radirobanes  determined  to  foUotr 
them^  and  fee  if  by  their  guidance  he. 
uaight  <:ome  to  the  river.  Now  this  was. 
the  fituation  of  the  tity :  about  a  furlong; 
from  the  walls  ran  a  river^  which  went 
oawards  the  fca,,  and  on  that  fide  tii*  mitvii^ 
E  i  lay 
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lay  encamped.  Oh  the  other  fide  of  th« 
town,  oppofite  to  the  Sardinians,  the  walls 
were  walhed  by  a  large  lake,  which  war 
at  leaft  fix  furlongs  broad,  and  more  than 
twelve  in  length.  There  was  no  other 
place  about  the  town  where  they  could 
wafh,  or  water  their  horfes.  On  this  fide 
there  was  no  danger  from  the  enemy,  being 
defended  by  the  water,  and  not  to  be  ap-* 
proached,  but  by  (hipping.  There  was 
a  poftern  gate  at  the  edge  of  thb  lake, 
guarded  by  foldiers,  who  twice  a  day 
opened  it  to  water  tjieir  cattle,  and  for 
other  ufes  of  the  citizens.  Thither  the. 
grooms  went,  and  Radiroban^s  among 
them;  and  perceiving  the  extent  of  the 
lake,  he  was  almoft  out  of  hope  to  efcape 
by  fwimming ;  yet  thinking  this  his  laft 
refuge,  he  recolle£ted  hisYpirits,  and  thus, 
with  vows  and  prayers  invoked  the  great 
god  Neptune. 

"  Oh  thou  the  moft  mighty  of  all  thff 
'gods,  that  prefideft  over  this  element  of 
water!— from  whofe  bounty  we  receive 
the  gift  and  ufe  of  rivers,  lakes,  and  frefh 

fountains 
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fountains— Do  thou,  oh  Neptune  !  calm 
thefe  waters,  into  which,  uncertain  of  my 
prefcrvarion,  I  commit  myfclf,  and  land 
me  fafely  upon  the  oppolite  fliore  I; — And 
for  this  horfe  alfor-(for  thou  art  ruler  over  ' 
the  fpecies,  and  by  ftriking  the  grpun^ 
didft  produce  a  horfe!) — ^Do  thou  enable 
.lum,  which. in  this  my  extremity  is  both 
my  bark  and  pilot  •,  th^t  whom  by  hU 
ungoverned  force  he  hath  delivered  mta 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  he  may  by  the 
fame  ftrcngth  refcue  and  preferve! — thea 
will  I  eredk  to  thee  upon  the  (hore  of  Ca- 
laris,  out  of  the  fpojls  of  Africa,  a  mo- 
nument of  folid  brafs,  as  the  memorial  of 
my  danger,  and  of  thy  favour  fliewn  in 
my  deliverance !  ** 

Having  offered  thefe  vows  in  fdencc,. 
he  rode  gently  into  the  water,  which  near 
the  fide  was  floping,  and  made  the  entrance 
convenient ;  then  having  refrefhed  his 
horfe  by  drinking,  he  went  on  a  little 
farther.  On  which  thofc  about  him  called 
out,  that  further  on  the  lake  was  very 
deep  5  but  hcj^  having  viewed  which  bank 

B   4^  OTk 
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on  the  oppofice  fide  cotild  moft  eafily  be 
reached,  furred  hh  horlc  forward,  vho^ 
fhakiiig  his  mane,  threw^  himfelf  into  thi^ 
kke,  and  (warn,  keeping  only  his  head 
above  water,  the  way  his  mafter  direfted 
him.  The  Mauritanians  from  the  fhorc 
cried  out,  and  thinking  the  affair  happened 
through  chance  or  negligence,  fliewed  him 
the  belt  way  tQ*turn  his  horic  back  agahu 
But  he  by  degrees  went  ftiU  farther  on.; 
all  that  faw  it  cenftiring  him,  and  making 
no  ddhbt  that  he  would  be  loit  At  length 
they  fuppofed  him  dead,  and  cariied  like 
a  carcafc  upon  the  waves  5  for  they  c^ould 
pniy  difceni  by  the  colour  fomething  (wim* 
ming  upon  the  water. 

As  the  great  and  imminent  danger  of 
Hsdirobanes  increafed  his  fear,  fo  on 
<he  other  hand  the  ftrength  and  fpirit 
of  his  horfe,  whom  he  eiicouraged  by  his 
voice,  and  fliaking  the  reins,  gave  him 
frefli  hopes  J  the  Water  inclining  neither 
way  gave  him  a  free  paflage,  and  was  for- 
tunately at  that  time  calmer  than  ufual. 
Yet  at  length  even  his  horfe  began  Co 

labour 
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Babour  moi-e,  and  feemed;  rcddy  to  faint, . 
when  in  tHe  midft  of  the  hfcp  a  bank  of 
land  very  opportunely  eafed  him.  He 
ftood  cherefbte  bv^ft  lligfa^  tired  with 
blowing  onit  the  water  i  and^as  }i  he  won- 
dercd  atr  his  own  labour^  eafed  himfelf,, 
and  recovered  his  wind.  Bvit  the  king,, 
fearing  he  fbould  grow  ftifF  by  refting  too^ 
long^.  gave  him  only^time  tabr^die^  and 
then^.  wUIe  hia  jpints  were  fupf>le^  furred 
Inm  agnin  into,  the  lakf  »^  The  ibength  of 
the  beaft,  and  the  warier  afiU^ing  hi£  eflforts^ 
deferred  his  deac^H,  aad  h^  fived  till  he* 
reached  the  fliorc  j  then  his  ftrength  fail- 
ing,, ami  hacdly  ftayii^  tiU  his  nnia%r.,€ould 
alight  wkhout  a  fall,  he  ilretched  himfelf 
out  deiid  upon  the.  fand..  Radirobanes. 
j&iiddered  a£  che  dangers^  he  .hadseicipe:^^ 
yet  be  was  now-perplexed  ,with  new  fthars,, 
left  either  by  land  or  water  he  Ihould  be^ 
taken  prifoncr,  or  be  pot  to  death  if  her 
ceilfted.  His  own.  camp  was  a  gncut!  way^ 
from  ttm  fide  o^  the  lake ;  but  t&B  nightr 
dpamn^oa^  comfertedfaina^.  btioa^aiways: 
the  befk  fecimty  to  cEiq&;  wloa  dafive  ^toi 
conceal  th^mHves. 

B5  CHAPi. 
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CHAP.    XX. 

Tbe  difcrder  of  tbe  army  of  Radirobanes 
durifig  bis  aifence  i  their  jty  at  bis  rtfurn. 
ne  cruel  and  fyperftitious  faeries  of  tbe 
Mauritanians. 

IN  the  mean  time  Poliarchus  was  em* 
ployed  in  giving  oixkrs  who  fliould 
lodge  in  the  city  for  its  guand ;  and  havjng 
Ipoken  briefly  to  Hyanilbe,  he  would  not 
ftay  in  the  palace,  but  ordered  his  tent  to^ 
be  fet  up  in  the  camp^  refolving  to  watch 
every  turn  of  fortune^  if  any  opportunity 
ihould  ofl^  to  attack  the  enemy.     Nor 
would  the  night  have  prevented  him,  had 
not  the  tumult  among  the   Sardinians,, 
^whilit  they  were  ieeking  their  king,  made 
him  doubtful  aod  cautious.    For  the  chief . 
officers  of  that  nation  a^mbled  tx^ther  . 
at  the  king's  pavilion,,  and  enquired  of 
one  another,  whether  he  was  returned*—  . 
if  he  were  in  fome  other  part  of  the  camp— ^ 
who  was  near  him  in  the  battle,  or  wha 

affiftcd 
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aflifted  his  retreat  ? — After  eveiy  One  Had 
given  his  opmion,  they  all  began  to  ap- 
prehend the  worft,  that  he  was  either  flain,. 
or  taken  prifbnen     Then  they  proceeded 
to  blame  each  other,  who  fhould  have  been 
Avith  the  king,  who  fliould  have:  guarded 
him,  or  at  lead  have  been  able  to  ^^e 
fbme  account  of  him;.    But  chiefly  the? 
common  foldiers,  through  grief  and  af-  * 
feftion  to  their  loft,  king,  or  elfe  through, 
fury  and  madnefsr,.  ftcgledting  the  com^ 
mand:  of  their- officers,   whofe  authority 
was  derived  from  the  king,  threw  off  all: 
obediencei..    Some  ran  into  the  fields  feek- 
ing  their  prince,  and  calling  him  by  his; 
name ;   and  many  of  them  with  lighted? 
torches  went  over  the  field  of  battle,  View-^ 
ing  the  faces  of  thofe  who  were  flaihi  andi 
fearing  to  find  there  what  they  foughi ;  {o> 
that  the  field  was  filled  with  the  claitiOur,, 
lights,  and  excurfions  of  the  Sardinians.. 
Poliarchus-  beheld,  all  this  confufioh:  ihr-- 
j>erfe<ftly  from  his  camp,,  and  <  doubtful  I 
whether  this  was  fome  nightly 'certmony  ih» 
hohour  of  Bacchus,  or  Ibme  ftratagcm  of 
B-  6j  wan- 
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DOT  dcQgned  agaipft  him,  contmted  hiin- 
.  iel£  with  keeping  watch  and  ward  with 
all  care  and  diligei^ 

While  they  werv  employed  In  this  con* 
fuied  fearch  wd  enoipHy^  on  a  fudden  word 
was  broyghc^  thai  Radirobanca  was  re- 
turned to  his  pavilipn;  who,  after  he  wai 
bnded,  and  before  it  was  quite  dark,  con* 
fidered  which  way  he  might  btft  return  to 
his  own  camp.  To  which  purpofe  he  crept 
along  l^  the  banks  of  die  lake,  that  if 
any  fhould  purfue  him,  he  might  hide  hin> 
ielif  among  the  reeds  i  fo  he  Went  about, 
avdding  the  beaten  path,  and  following 
the  Gourfc  of  the  la^ke  through  fieUs  and 
hedg^  till  he  drew  near  to  his  own  camp. 
There  he  met  with  a  new  alarm,  the  fol- 
diers  being  icattered  about  the  fields  with 
their  torches,  and  filling  the  air  with  their 
cries ;  and  he  not  knowing  this  diligence 
Was  fhcwn  in  fearch  of  himfelf,  carefully 
avoided  their  fi^t  and  prefence.  At  lengdi 
he.  arrived  at  his  own  pavilion,  when  the 
fpldiers  were^foon  conunanded  to  lay  afide 
tb^if  fupediuous  enquiry  after  Jum ;  and 

now 
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•0^  with  a  j<y7  as  unruly  ^  their  a0i£Hony 
(hey  aU  flocked  about  the-  kiag's  tent: 
after  they  had  feen  him,  and  exprefled 
their  afie£tion  by  long  fhouts  and  ap» 
plaufes,^  they  were  with  much  diflicuky 
got  back  to  their  feveral  quarters.  In  the 
mean  time  Vertigenes,  with  the  chief  of 
the  Sardinians,  with  many  tears  queftiohed 
him  what  accident  or  defign  had  kept  hin^ 
fo  long  from  his  own  people?— He  re- 
lated to  them  at  large  his  great  dangers 
and  wonderful  efcape,  every  one  eagerly 
cxprefling  his  fears  and  concern,  and  all 
fbiving  which  Ihould  be  moft  forward  in 
giving  thanks  to  the  gods,  or  flattering 
thrir  prince  as  viftorious  over  fate  and 
fortune :  after  which  they  withdrew,  and 
left  him  to  his  repofe. 

The  next  day,  havmg  tried  each  other** 
ftrength  on  both  fides,  their  immoderate 
defire  of  fighting  began  to  abate  j  but  Po- 
liarchus  advifed  to  hazard  another  battle. 
This  he  defired  through  hatred  to  Radi* 
robanes,  and  impatience  to  finifli  the  war^ 
that  he  might  depart  for  Sicily  j  yet  he 

yielded 
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yielded  to  the  queen,  whib  intreated  hiffi 
not  to  provoke  the  enemy  that  day.-  Jt 
was    ftrange   that    Hyanifbe    fliould.  be 
doubtful  of  the  event  of  a  battle,  and 
that  the  rafhnefi  of  Radirobanes  was  turned 
mto  a  ferious  carefulnefsj  for  the  minds 
of  them  both  plainly  appeared,   by  the 
odious  ceremonies  to  which  they  had  rcr 
courfe  for  afliirance  of  fuccefs.    The  queea 
commanded  a  beautiful  boy  to  be  facrificed 
to  Saturn :  the  cuftom  of  this  facrifice  had 
its  priginal  from  the  Tyrians,  who  con- 
veyed it  to  the  Carthaginians,  who  were 
a  colony  from  the^n.     Hyanifbe  being 
afraid,   ufed  this  ftrange   and  barbarous, 
devotion ;  for  unhappy  and  irrefolute  mor- 
tals are  often  too  apt.  to  imagine  that  ter* 
rible  and  unknown  remedies  have  in  them 
a  fecret  viitue  and  influence.     The  order 
of  this  horrid  facrifice  was  fettled,    the 
victim  M^as 'crowned  with  garlands,   nor 
was  there  a  prieft  wanting  for  this  im-^ 
pious  devotion  5  but  when  this  was  told 
to  Poliarchus,    being    much   moved,    he 
litarted  up,  and  bftajitiy  haftened  to  the 

queen:;: 
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queeii :  "  Madam  (faid  he)  if  you  think 
this  abominable    cruelty  will  avail  you 
againft  your  enemies,  fufitr  me  to  depart : 
I  will  never  fuffer  my  people  to  mix  with 
this  vile  fuperftition,   nor  will  I  endure 
that  my  foldiers  fhould  owe  their  fortitude 
to  a  deity  that  is  only  to  be  appeafed  by 
fo  cruel  a  facrifice.     I  will  not  wreft  from 
the  gods  a  viftory  at  fo  fhameful  a  price^ 
who  cannot  be  thofe  we  ought  truly  to 
worfhip,  or  elfe  they  muft  difdain  an  of- 
fering that  is  a  fhame  to  human  nature : 
free  therefore  this  boy  from  his  bonds,  or 
fend  me  out  of  your  country.'* 

Though  Hyanifbe  flood  in  fear  of  Sa- 
turn, yet  was  Poliarchus  nearer  at  hand, 
fo  the  child  was  releafed  from  his  bonds^ 
and  garlands  ;  and  even  this  notion 
ftrengthened  the  people's  minds,  by  ob- 
ferving  that  Poliarchus  did  not  ufe  the  laft 
remedies.  For  could  fo  great  a  captaii> 
be  ignorant  of  the  uncertainties  of  war  j 
and  unlefs  he  deemed  himfelf  certain  of 
the  viftory,  would  he  not  vouchfafe  to- 
purchafe  k  of  the  gods  by  the  blood  o£ 
one  devoted  child  ? 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XXI. 

The  refohtion  of  n  Sardinian  to  devote  hh 
own  life  for  the  fsiccefs  of  bis  king.     A 

.  contumelious  letter  from  R^adirohaneSy  ani 
the  refentment  of  PoRarchus^ 

IT  fcemed  that  at  the  fame  timcy  as. if 
by  agreement,  both  the  camps  were: 
infe<fted  with  the  feme  luperftition.  A  cer- 
tain old  maB,  named  Sitalces,  in  great 
efteem  among  the  Sardinians,  formerljr 
eminent  for  his  yalowr  in  war,  and  now  re- 
fjpeded  as  a.  faithful  counfellor,  came  ta 
Radirobaaes,  who  was  then  ift  council 
with  his  principal,  ojfficers,  and  oflfered  ta 
dervote  his  head  to  the  in&rnal  gods^  thai 
the  king  ought  obtain  the  viAory.  ^  It; 
doth  not  fignify,  faid  he,  that  I  am  a  prU 
vate  ftmxy  it  is^  fufficient  that  my.  king  fhal)^ 
devo<^  mc,  to  xaake  me  the  pledge  and. 
ii^eurity  of  the  pubUc  fafety  and  fiicceisw 
After  I  (ball  be  dicdkafied  to  deadi  iapra-. 

fee 
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per  form,  I  wiH,  with  a  chofen  tropp,  pro- 
v<^e  the  enemy  to  battle;  in  which  car- 
rying terror  and  revenge  with  me,  I  fhall 
be  flaiiT  by  thofe  who  are  ignorant  that  my 
death  is  their  deftniftion/'  Radirobane^ 
paufed  a  while  at  the  joy  of  the  viftory 
that  as  he  thought  was  offered  to  him, 
knowing  that  this  ceremony  of  devoting  a 
^n's  life  was,  by  the  religion  of  Italyt 
reckoned  moft  powerful  and  efficacious, 
]H(e  thep  applauded  Sitalces  beyond  all 
bounds.  "  Axud .  becaufe  (faid  he)  by  your 
d^iM^you  win  procure  victory  for  us,  and 
canrK>t  enjpy  tht  reward  of  your  defert% 
know  that  ^ur  pofterity  ihall  be  difian* 
guiihed  by  fuch  great  and  continual  proofi 
of  my  gratitude,  that  none  of  the  Sardi- 
niaiis  Ihall  prefer  life  to  the  dcfire  of  raid- 
ing his  family  to  that  glory  and  renown 
whiqh  they  fh^U  behold  and  admire  in 
thine  j  go  on  then  with  courage  and  refg- 
lutioh,  and  by  a  momentary  death  pur- 
chafe  a  fame  that  no  deatii  can  extinguilh.'* 
And  now  they  called  the  high-prieft,  who 
fliould  confccrate  hini  after  the  Etrufcan 

manner : 
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manner:  immediately  Sitalces,  in  a  long 
purple  robe,  with  his  head  covered,  re- 
clining over  a  javelin,  touching  his  chin 
with, his  hand,  repeated  the  words  after 
the  prieft,  by  which  he  devoted  himfelf, 
together  with  the  Gauk  and  Maurit^nians, 
to  the  earth,    and  to  the  infernal  gods. 
The  ceremony  being  finifhed,  *'  It  is  fit 
(faid  he)  while  our  devotion  is  enSamed^ 
that  I  Ihould  carry  terror,  flight,    and 
deftruftion  among  our  enemies.     Give  me 
a  party  of  light-armed  men,   who,  as  if 
they  intended  to  fkirmifh,  (hall  go  with 
me  up  to  the  trenches  of  the  enemy  •,  we 
will  at  leaft  draw  thofe  out  who  are  fet  to 
guard  the  works,    and  then,    our  men 
Feigning  to  fly,  I  will  provoke  the  enemy 
to  kill  me,  and  they,  by  my  blood,  fhall 
be  condemned  to  deftruftion;   anci  you 
may  then  take  your  full  vengeance  upon 
them  who  are  dev6ted  to  ruin  by  my 
death.*' 

To  the  greater  part  of  the  Sardioians 
this  prefage  of  Sitalces  feemcd  as  certain  as 

it 
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it  was  ftrange ;  fo  a  troop  of  archers  were 
appointed  direifUy  to  attend  him,  and  to 
provoke  the  enemy  to  fight :  but  Sitalces 
had  a  fervant  whom  he  had  long  treated 
with  great  kindnefs,  and  who  loved  his 
lord  better  than  his  country.  This  man 
thought  his  mailer  was  mad,  thus  to  pro- 
voke his  death  5  and,  after  driving  to  no 
.  purpoie  to  difiuade  him  from  this  fatal 
refolution,  he  privately  fled  to  the  camp 
of  Poliarchus,  and  defired  to  be  brought 
into  his  prdence ;  which  being  done,  *^  I 
come  (faid  he)  as  a  friend  to  you»  but  as 
a  traitor  to  my  own  country,  to  avert 
your  ruin  and  their  fuccefs! — ^neither 
do  I  defire  any  greater  reward  than  the 
faving  his  life  whofe  death  is  ordained  for 
your  deftrvftion/*  Then  he  briefly  related 
the  defperate  l*efoltition  of  Sitalces  •,  which 
w|ien  Poliarchus  heard,  he  was  not  fo  ap- 
prehenfivc  of  the  effefts  of  this  infernal 
ceremony  (for  he  did  not  believe  that  a 
whole  army  could  be  deftroyed  by  the  vo- 
luntary death  of  one  defperate  or  frantic 
.        '  man) 
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man)  as  he  was  dcfirous  to  prevent  *any 
fear  of  fuch  a  fuperftition  from  ftealing 
into  the  minds  of  the  foldiers.  He  there* 
fore  bad  the  difcoverer,  if  he  told  die 
truth,  to  expert  an  ample  reward,  and  put 
him  among  the  archers  in  the  front  of  the 
battle,  where  h^  was  armed  like  the  Gauls^ 
but  liad  a  guard  let  upon  him«  If  any 
fight  troops  of  the  Sardinians  flio^ld  ad- 
vance, they  might  be  ready  to  receive 
^m,  buc  they  were  cbargjed  rather  to 
frighten  than  hurt  them,  left  they  fliouki 
wound  Sitaices,  whom  he  greatly  d<£Ded 
to  prefcrve  untouched.  The'  fervant  was 
promifed  his  own  and  his  mafter*s  free* 
d6m,  if  h6  difcovered  him  to  them  in  the 

fight. 

Scaw:cly  were  thefe  orders  given^  when 
a  fkirn^fi)  Was  begun  by  the  Satxiinians^ 
ehat  brought  on  Si(alces :  the  archers  ap* 
poimed  by  Poliarchtts  advanced  on  the 
other  fide.  The  Sardinians,  alter  dif* 
charging  tiheirarrowsv  turned  about,  pre- 
tending to  % ;  ai>d  kft  Sitakes,  who  warf 
eagerly  defirous  to  be  flain,  and  daring 

above 
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above  the  ftrei^th  of  man.  The  ftrvan^ 
cried  out^  that  was  he  whom  they  were 
CO0Knai}4ed  to  take  alive  ^i  thejr  therefore 
recdved  him  tnadlj  raging  inta  the 
niidil:  c^  their  troop,  and,  defended  by 
4their  arms^  thejr  endured  his  Blows  till 
nbcy  fiirrounded  and  difarmed  him ;  and 
though  he  vefliftd  to  yield,  and  provoked 
th?ir  anger  by  opprobrious  language,  they 
brought  him  to  the  camp  -,  whom  when 
Poliarchus  faw,  he  called  out.  Thou  (halt 
fup  better  with  us  to-nigbt  than  with  the 
infernal  gods ;  neither  fiiall  you  call  u$ 
cruel,  who  compel  you  to  live  i  for  when 
thp  event  of  this  war  is  decided,  we  wiU 
not  be  your  hindrance^  if  you  then  prefer 
death  to  Fife:  but  I  witt  not  have  you 
vaunt  among  the  ghofts,  that  the  gods 
had  prodigaHy  beftowed  all  our  lives  as  a 
reward  for  the  lofs  of  yours. 

He  then  called  for  one  of  the  priibners, 
to  whom  he  gave  his  liberty  upon  this 
rondition,  that  he  fliould  go  and  tell  king 
Radirobanes,  that  Sitalces  was  alive  and 
wcU  in  the  camp  of  die  Gaub  j  ib  that  he 

need 
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need  take  no  farther  care  about  the  health 
of  his  friend,  who  fhould  live  at  leaft  to 
the  end  of  the  war  i  for  that  both  the  earth 
and  the  infernal  gods  rcfiifed  to  accept  the 
price  of  the  viftory  which  it  was  not  in 
their  power  to  give.    Thefe  words  being 
faithfully  reported  by  the  prifoner,  fet  Ra- 
dirobanies  oh  fire  with  rage  and  refentment. 
The  ill  fuccefs  of  the  attempt,  and'  the 
infult  of  Poliarchus,  wlio  reproached  him 
with  his  vain  fuperftition,  provoked  him 
beyond  all  bearing.     He  was  not  yet  cer- 
tain that  this  Poliarchus  was^  the  perfon  be- 
loved by  Argenis,  but  the  milgiving  o^ 
his^  mind,  and  his  hatred  being  nourifhed 
by  the  fufpicion,  he  refolved  to  fearch  out 
the  truih  by  an  ambiguous  letter,  which 
Poliarchus  would  negleft  as  trifling  and 
obfcure,  if  he  had  never  held  any  inter- 
courfe  with  Argenis:  but  if  he  were  the 
fame  perfon  mentioned  by  Seleniffa,    he 
would  quickly  underftand  the  meaning, 
and  give  figns  of  anger  and  refentment. 
He  did  not  delay  his  intention,  but  pre- 

fentlf 
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fenlly  feflt  a  letter  to  Poliarchus  by  a  Gaul 
whom  he  had  taken  prifoner,  who  being 
ignorant  of  the  abufive  language  brought 
it  to  his  fovereign.  In. this  he  fpared  nei- 
ther Argenis  nor  Hyanilbe,  but  faid.  He 
wondered  that  Theoerine,  after  enjoying 
a  beautiful  young  princefs,  (hould  doat 
upon  an  old:wpm.an  like  IJyanifbe  5  but 
it  was'thc  juftice,  of  Cupid,  that  he  who. 
had  deceived  a  young  lady^  (hould  now  be 
deluded  by  an  old  one ;  adding,  that  as 
fpr  himfelf,  he  was  come  there  as  the  re- 
venger of  Sicily,  to  whom  he  had  vowed 
the  head  of  the  counterfeit  Pallas. 

Poliarchus  full  of  indignation  put  up 
the- letter,  being  now  engaged  in  the  war 
as  much  through  hatred  of  Radirobanes  as 
in  defence  of  Hyanilbe  j  but  he  appeared 
that  evening  with  fuch  a  troubled  counte- 
nance, that  one  might  difcover  fome  im- 
portant bufinefs  was  in  agitation.  Befide 
the  infult  and  the  railing  language,  he  was 
perplexed  with  the  names  of  Theocrine 
and  Pallas,  and  wondered  who  fhould  dif-  ~ 
.  .  cover 
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cover  tkcfc  feotts  to  Radirobanesi  t^  m 
laft  he  recolkfked,  that  in  his  laft  kitenriew 
ivith  Argents,  ihe  had  complamed  of  Se* 
lenilHi*s  treachery ;  he  dien  eafily  coi^to> 
tnred  from  whence  this  inteliigencc  pfo-^ 
ceeded,  and  fretting  inwardly,  his  indig- 
nation involved  bodi  Radirabanes  and  Se^ 
kniife,  and  he  meditated  a  foitable  xc^ 
v«nge  iipon  both,  not  knowing  t^  tfat 
latter  had  already  become  her  own  a^ 
ctuioner. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.    XXII. 

VT>e  battle.  Artifice  of  the  Sardinians.  The 
combat  between  Poliarcbus  and  Radiro^ 
banes.   Ti?e  vilfory. 

AS  foon  as  the  day  began  to  breaks 
Poliarchus  determining  to  anfwer 
his  injuries  with  the  fword,  fet  his  army  in 
order  of  battle.  He  defired  Hyanifbe, 
that  during  the  fight  fhe  would , not  fufFer 
the  gates  of  the  city  to  be  opened  to  any 
man ;  and  that  if  any  of  his  foldiers  Ihould 
run  from  the  field,  they  fliould  not  be  ad- 
mitted within  the  H^alls,  By  bis  cheerful- 
nefe  and  alacrity  \^t  gave  all  men  alTurance 
of  the  viftory,  and  Ipoke  to  them  all  with 
the  greateft  affability.  He  fet  before  the 
Gauls  the  glory  that  awaited  them  for  af- 
fifting  Hyanifte ;  he  excited  the  hatred  of 
the  Mauritanians  againft  Radirobanes,  who « 
without  a  caufe  fought  to  ruin  their  coun- 
try, 'cQntemning  every  thing  that  was  dear 
Vol.  IV,  C  or 
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or  facrcd  to  them.  -He  told  them  there 
was  a  rich  booty  before-them  ^  and  befides, 
that  Sardinia  was  not  far  off,  "  which,  if 
you  are  conquerors,  (faid  he)  will  be  as 
much  at  your  mercy  as  Radirobanes  de- 
fired  to  have  this  country  at  his."  Thefe 
words  encouraged  the  foldiers,  and  the 
countenance  of  the  fpeaker  doubled  their 
efieft.  Radirobanes  in  like  manner  ani- 
piated  his  men,  and  encouraged  them  by 
the  hope  of  viftory  and  reward.  He  now 
Ibelieved  that  Pojiarchus  was  indeed  the 
lover  of  Argenis,  beca'ufe  he  was  fo  eager 
tp  engage  with  him,  as  if  he  wanted  to  re- 
yenge  the  letter  of  the  day  before;  if 
therefore  he  could  kill  him,  he  thought 
he  fhould  ^t  the  fame  time  revenge  him^ 
felf  upon  Argenis,  and  deprive  Hyanifbe 
of  her  kingdom ;  and  being  ftill  greater 
by  the  addition  of  Mauritania,  he  might 
then  pafs  over  into  Sicily,  where  he  fhould 
Jnd  none  that  would  dare  to  oppofc  their 
conqueror,  or  difobey  any  of  his  com* 
fpands, 

JElcyate4 
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Elevated. by  thefe  proud  hopes,  he  led  ^ 
6n  his  army  againft  Poliarchus,  who  as 
ipeedily  advanced  to  meet  him.  Every 
man  believed  that  this  day  would  deter- 
mine the  fortune  of  the  war ;  and  therefore 
the  care  of  the  citizens  was  mingled  with 
hopes  and  fears-  The  old  men  could  not  ' 
be  kept  from  the  walls  of  the  city,  nor  even 
the  careful  mothers,  who  carried  their 
children  in  their  arms,  and  holding  them 
up  befought  the  gods  that  their  tender 
bodies  might  not  fall  into  the  power  of 
their  enemies.  The  balearians  of  Radiro- 
banes's  army,  with  their  flings,-  firft  difor- 
dered  the  Numidian  horfemen  who  were 
fcnt  out  to  begin  the  battle ;  but  Poliar- 
chus  ordered  his  horfe  to  advance  and  to 
charge  them  home,  fo  that  they  had  no 
room  to  throw  their  ftones  to  any  purpofe ; 
while  he  fent  the  Numidians  from  the  front 
of  the  array,  commanding  them  to  wheel 
about  and  charge  the  enemy  in  the  flank, 
and  break  their  order  of  battle.  On  the 
other  fide,  Radjrobanes  fliewed  himfelf  an 
fxpert  general  j  he  commanded  fomc 
C.2  troops 
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troops  of  horfe  to  wheel  behind  the  ene- 
my's wing  and  attack  them  in  the  rcar ; 
and  with  them  he  fent  fome  who  could 
ipeak  both  the  Gallic  and  African  lan- 
guages, with  orders  to  cry  out,  as  if  by 
poliarchus's  command,  that  the  viftory 
inclined  to  the  Sardinians,  and  that  the 
Gauls  and  Maqritanians  fhould  fly,  and 
fave  themfelves  within  the  walls  of  Lixa, 
whofe  gates  were  open  to  receive  them." 
This  outcry  daunted  many  at  firft,  but 
foon  after  it  was  turned  into  ^  jeft,  and  the 
Africans  in  dprifion  called  out,  That  the 
Sardinians  fhould  fly  and  faye  thcmfeWes. 

There  w^s  now  no  ipace  between  the 
two  armies;  they  met,  body  againft  body 
^d  weapon  againft  weapon,  fo  that  there 
remained  nothing  but  to  conquer  or  die. 
The  jfhouts  of  thofe  who  encouraged 
others,  the  cries  of  the  wounded,  and  the 
clattering  of  arms,  made  a  dreadful  noife, 
that  was  heard  into  the  city.  The  Gauls 
were  ftrongeft  in  horfe,  the  Sardinians  in 
foot  J  but  the  principal  part  lay  upon  the 

-  generals 
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generals.      On  the  one  fide  Poliarchus^ 
againft  his  natural  difpofition,  flopped  his 
ears  to  the  cries  and  prayers  of  thofe  that 
begged  their  lives,  being  inflamed  by  the 
heat  of  the  fight  and   hatred  againft  Ra- 
<Erobanes ;  who,  on  the  other  fide,  alone 
broke  through  the  enemies  ranks,  as  if  he 
had  forgot  his  late  error,  that  carried  him 
in   fpite  of  himfelf  within  the  walls  of 
Xixa  i  fo  the  Sardinians  Ihrunk  back  un- 
der the  hand  of  Poliarchus,  and  the -Gauls 
and   Africans   gave  way  to  Radirobanes^ 
But  the  indignation  of  Poliarchus  was  noc  '' 
to  be  appeafed  by  vulgar  blood,  it  was 
only  that  of  Radirobane*  that  could  atone 
for  thofe  bafe  and  infamous  flanders  againft 
Argenis   and' Hyanift)e,   and  aflTuage  his 
furious  refentment:    he  therefore  fought 
for  an  enemy  worthy  of  his  wrath;  and 
often   cried  out  aloud.  That   the  king, 
if  he  dared,  if  he  was  ar  man,  he  Ihould 
accept  his  challenge^  and  try  their  fortune* 
hand  to  hand,  '  Thefc  words,  frequently- 
repeated  and  conveyed  from  one  to  an-^ 
other,  at  length  reached  the  ears  of  Ra.-* 
C  3  dobanes' 


54    .    THE    PHCENIX. 

dirobanes,  whofe  thoughts  were  employed 
on  the  fame  fubjeft,  and  he  was  only 
vexed  and  alhamed  that  he  had  not  firfl: 
called  upon  Poliarchus.  He  quickly  left 
all  other  conflifts,  and  haftened  to  his  ri- 
val and  antagonift.  Africa  herfelf  had 
never  feen  its  lions  and  ferpents*  mov- 
ed with  greater  fury ;  yet  they  Hopped 
their  eager  hands  to  exchange  a  few  words* 
And  firfl  Poliarchus  exclaimed,  "  Come 
on,  bafe  robber  and  flanderer ! -^receive  the 
puniihment  due  to  thy  villainy !-— thou . 
Ihalt  not  efcape  me  this  day,  though  thy 
mother  had  dipped  thee  in  the  Styx  deeper 
than  Achilles  was,  to  make  thee  invulne- 
rable I— To  thee,  dear  lady,  I  offer  this . 
facrifice,  if  thou  wilt  accept  fo  vile  an  of^ 
fering !"  To  whom  Radirobanes  re- 
plied, "  Art  thou  come  out  of  the  women'^  . 
feraglio,  thou  effeminate  lover?— but  the 
noblenefs  of  thy  death  fhall  cover  the  re- 
proach of  thy  degenerate  life ! — doubt  not, 
therefore,  to  fall  like  a  man,  beneath  the 
vengeance,  of  my  fword.** 

Neither 
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Neither  of  them  had  patience  to  reply 
to  the  reproaches  of  his  antagonift ;  they 
rufhed  upon  each  other  with  their  breafts, 
horfes,  and  weapons ;  as  if  a  whirlwind 
had  dafhed  two  rocks  together.  Yet  their 
blows  were  not  fatal,  nor  were  their  horfes> 
though  bruifed  with  the  fhock,  rendered 
unferviceable.  Therefore  turning  about, 
they  fpent  their  darts  upon  each  other, 
which  were  repelled  by  their  fliields.  Yet 
each  of  them  had  one  dart  left  j  which, 
that  it  might  not  be  thrown  in  vain,  with 
eyes  and  hands  they  watched  for  the  beftr 
opportunity  of  throwing.  At  length  Ra- 
dirobanes  threw  his  at  his  enemy's  horfe, 
and  in  return  Poliarchus  wounded  his  in 
the  head;  and  then,  fearing  the  fall  of  their 
horfes,  or  their  fury  in  the  pangs  of  death, 
both,  as  by  agreement,  leaped  from  theif 
backs,  and  fnatching  up  their  battle-axesr, 
that  hung  at  their  faddles,  they  flew  to  re-* 
new  the  combat,  when,  by  tjie  care  of  their 
foldiers,  they  were  feparatedj  for  many 
of  the  Gauls  and  Sardinians  threw  them- 
felves  between  them.  But  as  they  were 
C  4  both 
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both  greatly  difpleafed  at  this  afliftancev 
they  commanded  the  foldiers  to  withdraw  ^ 
which,  after  much  difficulty  and  repeated 
orders,  they  at  laft  obeyed ;  and  left  the 
field  free  to  their  contending  kings.  They 
being  yet  unhurt,  quitted  their  axes,  held 
their  fhields  upon  their  right  arm,  and 
in  their  right-hand  the  fpea^s,.  Radiro- 
banes-  came  on  firft,  whofe  blow  Foliar* 
chus  avoiding,  with  a  more  certain  ain> 
wounded  his  adverfary  deeply  in  the  fide^ 
Then  they  drew  their  fwords,  and  doling 
tpgether,  were  fo  near  as  to  ftrike  each 
other  on  the  face  and  breaft  with  the  hilt^ 
of  dieir  fwords.  No  part  of  their  bodies^ 
no  joint  of  dieir  Armour,  remained  un- 
tried. Both  armies  were  feized  with,  ad- 
miration and  pity,  to  fee  two  princes  of 
fuch  undaunted  courage  endanger  their 
lives,  while  their  followers  ftood  by  in 
fafety.  Again  they  interpofcd  betweent 
themv  which  both  taking  as  a  difgrace^ 
each  afked  thofe  that  were  nearefl:  him,  if 
they  thought  him  already  vanquiihed,  and 

earner 
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Came  to  protcd  hkn  from  the  fury  of  the 
conqueror? 

Having  fhaken  off  the  officers  and  fol- 
diers,  thejr  both  returned  to  the  laft  trial ; 
their  fpirits  indeed  invincible,   but  their 
bodies  Weakened  by  the  efFufion  of  much 
blood .     But  Poliarchus  iiad ^  moft  ftrength 
and  fpirit  remaining ;  and  remembering 
the  caufe  of  his  hatred,  and  not  doubting 
that  Argenis  would  die  with  grief  if  he 
were  not    conqueror  in  this    fight,    he 
i*aifed  the  point  of  his  fw/Ord,  and  with  a 
Hoping  thruft  ran  it  through  Radiroba- 
nes's  neck,  between  his  helmet  and  breaft- 
plate  ;     who,  .feeling    himfelf  morially  " 
wounded,  ran  headlong  upon  Poliarchus,. 
and  with  his  weight  they  both  fell  upon 
the  ground.     The  cries  and  fhouts  of  the 
Ibldiers.  on  both  fides  reached  the  flcies  ;. 
ibme  believing  one  was  vanquifhed,  fome 
the  other ;  but  moft  of  them,  that  both 
were  flain:    and  becaufe,  Poliarchus  fell- 
under  Radirobanes,  the  Gauls  and  Mau- 
ritanians  feared  the  worft,  and  there  want- 
ed not  fome  who  'ran  to  Hyanifbe  to  carry 
C  5  '  the-  ^ 
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the  report;  but  a  number  of  Gauls  ah3 
Sardinians  rufhing  forward,  each  party 
ran  to  their  own  king,,  that,  whether 
dead  or  alive,  they  might  remove  him 
from  the  field.  This  diforderly  afliftance 
had  almoft  overwhelmed  Potiarchus,  wha 
now,  by  little  and  little,  had  freed  him- 
felf  from  his  enemy's  embraces,  and 
faw  him  extended  at  his  laft  *ga(jp.  But 
when  the  Gauls  and  Mauritanians  beheld 
him  rife  up,  encouraged  by  their  excels 
of  joy,  they  charged  boldly  upon  the 
Sardinians,  who  defended  the  body  o£ 
their  king,  and  aimed  their  darts  at  Po- 
liarchus.  But  the  engagement  was  fhort;. 
for  ^  joy  of  the  viftory  refrefhed  Po* 
liarchus,  and  the  Ga^ils  bravely  feconded 
him ;  fo  that  the  Sardinians  retreated  by 
degrees,  efteeming  it  a  great,  matter  that 
they  forbore  an  abfolute  flight.  They, 
therefore  retired  from  the  field,  and  Po- 
liarchus,  pofleflTed  of  the  body  and  fpoilsL 
of  his  enemy,  r€maiaed..a.  complete  con- 
queror. 

End  of  the  Fourth  Eao^U 
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nions  cf  the  phyJicianS'^Tbe  Sardinians 
leave  Africa.  Foliar chu^s  recovery y  anS 
the  joy  of  the  Mauritaniansi 

THUS  the  war  was  ended  in  a  fcw^ 
days,  which  if  it  had  been*  profc-' 
cured  would  have  wafted  the  ftrength  of 
both  armies ;  but  it  happened  that  twa 
aftive  princes  mingled  their  own  private* 
hatred  with  the  caufe  of  glory  and  the  good' 
of  their  people ;  the  retreat  of  the  Sardi-- 
nians  was  the  eafier  accomplifhed  becaufe- 
riiey  were  not  compelled  to  a  diforderljr 
C^^  flighti, 
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flight;  and  that  Poliarchus  finding  hm> 

felf  much  wounded,  made  hafte  to  FeturiB 

to  the  city.     While  the  phyficians  lAd 

prefcnt.  remedies  to  flop  his  bleeding,  he 

commanded  an  arm  of  the  next  tree  to  be" 

cut  off,  which  being  ftripped  for  a  trophy 

and  covered  with  the  armour  of  Radiro- 

banes,  he  refted  upon  his  fhoulders.  Thus 

accoutred  he  afcended  a  chariot  drawn  by^ 

white  horfes,  and  in  this  manner  (making- 

a  glorious  appearance)  furrounded  by  hi^- 

fbldiers,  carrying  the  principal  fpoils  o£ 

the  enemy,  they  fet  forward  to  the  temple 

of  Mars;  for-  at  that  time  the  devotion* 

to  Jupiter  Feretrius  was  not  ufcd  in  A- 

frica.     The  people  (as  well  as  the  fudden- 

nefs  of  the  occafion  would  admit)  filled 

the  roads,  bearing  green  boughs  in  their 

hands,  and  fome  ftrewihg  the  ways  with 

flowers,  by  which  the  triumph  was  to  pafs. 

Some  recorded  the  praifes  of  the  conqiie-. 

ror,  others-  congratulated  each  other  for 

the  prefervation   of   Africa.      Hyanifbe 

waited  for  Poliarchus  at  the  gate  of  the 

temple,   and  when  he  alighted  from  hi^ 

chariot  flie  fpoke  to  this  effed :  **  Before* 
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yoa  prefent  thefe  Ipoils  to  Mars  the  pix)- 
pitious>  permit  me,  great  King,  tafay  to 
you^  what  you  will  prefently  fay  to  the 
gods — it  is  yoa  that  hath  prcfcrved  us—* 
you  have  rcftored  to  us  the  free  air  that 
we  breathe,  to  every  pnT^teman  his  lands^. 
his  houfe,  his  family— ^to  me  my  crown 
ami  my  abfent  fon.-^Aflc  what  you  wiil 
of  lis,  it  will  be  left  dian  the  benefits  we 
have  received  from  you.— But  what  fhall 
I  fay  to  the  fetes?— I  fee  that  you  am. 
wounded,  and  hear  that  you  have  con* 
qucred  with  the  ha^aid  of  yotirlife.— -Yotr 
have  been  the  facrifice  whofe  blood  hath: 
gained  ^me  the  viftory — ^behold  now  the 
proud  Radirobanes,  late  fo  dreadful  to 
Africa!  —  his  arms  borne  upon  your 
fiimilders  ftrike  our  eyes  with  a  pkafing; 
horror  by  the  view  of  our  late  danger.— 
Gome  then,  thou  nobleft  of  men,  to  the 
temple  of  the  gods,  whofe  number  thoti^ 
wilt  at  laft  increafe!  nothing  fhould  hinder 
me  from  erefting  altars  to  thee,  appoint* 
ing  a  high  prieft  and  ^  perpetual  holiday^; 
but  the  wifh  that  thou  may  eft  long  remaia 
oa  earth  for  the  bendSt  of  mankind !  ** 

Poliarchus 
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Poliarchus  made  her  fuch  a  reply  a? 
was  fuitable  to  his  modefty ;  it  was  not  law-^ 
fill  for  him  who  was  covered  with  the 
blood  of  bis  enemy  tp  approach  the  altar^ 
nor  make  an  offering  to  the  god.  It  wa» 
cuftomary  to  deliver  the  trc^hy  to  the 
prieft  at  the  door  of  the  temple,  and  be- 
feech  the  deity  to  accept  it  gracioufly,  and 
grant  the  conqueror  the  power  to  offer 
again  the  lame  prefent.  While  Poliarchus 
was  engaged  in  this  devotion,  he  found  by^ 
d^rees  his  wounds  grow  very  painfull, 
for  moft  of  them  grew  cold  and  ftiff^,  and 
fwelkd  by  the  delay  in  droffing  them ;. 
yet,  that  he  might  not  alarm  the  queea 
nor  his  foldiers,  he  diflembled  his  pain,, 
only  complaining  that  he  was  fatigued 
with  the  labours  of  the  field,  and  required 
feme  reft.  He  went  therefore  to  the  pa- 
lace, accompanied  by  the  queen,  and  at-^ 
tended  by  the  fbldiers  in  the  fame  habit 
in  which  they  fought.  They  were  not  ar- 
rived within  the  palace-gate,,  when  they 
were  told  that  meflengera  were  come  from, 
the  Sardinians.  They  grieved  extremely 
that  didr  king  had  not  been  fufEciently . 

defended 
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defended  by  them  when  living,  and  being 
dead  was  deprived  of  the  honour  of  be- 
ing buried  in  the  tomb  of  his  anceftors ;, 
and  as  they  feared  Idl  the  viftors  fhouldr 
fcorn  or.infult  his  dead  body.     Several 
of  the  nobility^  after  fbme   confultations 
among  themfelves,  took  upon  them  this; 
embafiy,  and  in  the  name  of  all  the  Sar-^ 
dinians  came  to  Lixa.     Poliarchus,  witk 
the  queen's  per^iffion,  commanded  them. 
to  con>e  and  fpeak  to  him  before  the  pa-- 
lace-gate ;  for  he  would  not  do  fo  mucb 
honour  to  fo  contemptible  an  embafly,  as» 
to  give  them  audience  with  any  dignity? 
or  ceremony^  but  haftily  and  m  his.  way.. 
—They  chofe  one  man  to  fpeak  for  all: 
the  reft;    he  then  in  fupplicating   lan- 
guage befought  Pdliarchus  to  ufe  his  good- 
fertpne  with  moderation^    and,  declaredr 
they,  were  come  to-  aik  for  the  dead  body 
of  their  king,,  obferving,  that  anger  was^ 
ignoble  that  extended  beyond  the  grave^ 
and  it  was-  not  greater  glory  to^  have  con-- 
quered  an  enemy  than  to.  treat  his  body^ 
nobly  afterwards ;  that  even  out  of  refpeft; 
to  the  royal  dignity  Radirobanes  ought 

not 
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not  to  be  deprived  of  a  tomb ;  if  he  took 
Thefeus  for  his  example,  he  would  not 
faffer  the  ghoft  of  his  enemy  to  wander  for 
want  of  his  funeral  rites;  but  if  he  were 
Eke  AchilleSy  the  Sardinians  would  at  the 
highcft  *  rate  purchafe  the  body  of  their 
prince  ;  he  added  intreaties,  and  concluded 
hisfpeech  with  every  mark  of  manly  forrow. 
Poliarchus  treated  his  admonitions  witfc 
Ibme  fcorn,  and  told  him,  "  He  had  the 
fame  genius  to  direft  him  in  the  ufe  of  hisr 
viftory  as  in  obtaining  it,  that  for  thole 
whofe  wickednefs  had  merited  their  death 
they  deferved  not  the  fame  privileges  as 
the  virtuous ;  that  all  men  abhorred  the 
the  memory  of  Radirobanes,  and  of  his 
difhonourable  anions,  who,  watching  hjs 
time,  had  broken  the  firmeft  leagues  of 
peace  with  Hyanilbe,  and  had  juftly  met 
with  his  deferts;  but  finally,  faid  he,  it  is: 
not  in  my  power  to  grant  or  rcfufe  your 
requeft,  but  in  the  queen's  only ;  we  arc- 
her foldiers,  for  her  we  have  fought,  aod^ 
to  her  belong  the  fpoils  of  the  fields  and^ 
the  body  of  your  king."— The  ambafla- 
dors  hearing  this,  almoit  defpairingof  fuc- 


THE   PHCENIX.        6g 

cds,  addreffed  themfelves  to  the  qoieen ; 
but  flie  refufing  to  encroach  upon  the 
rights  that  Poliarchus  had  purchafcd  with 
his  blood,  they  contefted  for  ibme  time 
which  of  them  fliould  determine  this  quell 
tion,  keeping  themfelves  and  the  ambaf- 
fadors  in  fufpence  -,  but  the  pain  of  Poli- 
archus* wounds  would  admit  of  no  longer 
delay^  and  befidcs  he  well  knew  that  toa 
long  fufpence  would  fpoil  the  grcatcft  be- 
nefit; therefore  when  the  queen  urged 
him  to  difpatch  the  ambaffadors  or  appoint 
them  a  further  day  5  "  I  underftand  your 
meanif^.  Madam,  faid  he;  if  you  had 
defired  to  Ihow  your  refentment  to  th^ 
carcafs  of  your  enemy,  you  would  have 
openly  avowed  fuch  fcverity,  but  now, 
befides  your  natural  clemency,  you  wouki 
give  me  the  honour  of  your  generofity 
to  the  Sardiniians.  Let  them  therefore^ 
with  your  permiffion  take  away  the  corpfe 
of  their  wicked  king."  '^  Be  it  it  fo,  faid 
Hyanifbe,  and  let  them  know  that  this 
is  no  Thebes,  and  that  ^  EoMarchus,  and 
1^  Creonj,  is  their  CQnquenjr.    But  when 

they 
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they  (hall  write  his  epitaph,  let  it  be  re- 
corded among  his  other  viftorics,  that  this 
city  was  twice  entered  by  him.'* 

Thus  fpeaking,  and  a  little  fmiling,  fhe 
t«rned  from  the  ambaffadors,  to  whom, 
at  the  command  of  Poliarchus,  the  body 
was  reftored,  but  defpoiled  of  its  arms  and . 
ornaments.  —  Himfelf  having  difpatched 
all  public  bufinefs,  and  being  ho  longer 
able  to  walk,  was  led  by  his  fervants  to 
his  apartment,  and  fcarcely  (laying  to  be 
difarmed,  threw  himfelf  upon  his  bed. 
Though  he  had  phyficians  of  his  own,  he- 
remembered  that  in  Hyanifbe's  court  were 
excellent  ones  who  had  attended  him  after 
the  wounds  he  received  from  the  pirates; 
therefore  he  fent  for  two  Mauritanians  and 
two  Gauls,  who  with  a  general  fear  whif- 
pered  among  themfelves,  that  he  was  nwre. 
deeply  wounded  than  they  imagined  •,  the 
wound  in  his  fide  was  by  far  the  moft  dan- 
gerous, and  they  were  doubtful  whether 
or  no  it  had  pierced  to  the  vital  parts ;  the 
queen  enquired  what  was  their  opinion,  and 
they  privately  informed  her  that  the  king's^ 

life 
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life  was  in  fome  danger;  fhe  wifely  con- 
cealing her  f(?ar,  commanded  them  to  keep 
it  private  left  any  difturbance  ftibuld  arife 
in  her  own  or  her  enemy's  army;  then 
with  promifes  of  a  r9yal  reward  flie  ex- 
horted the  phyficians  to  ufe  their  beft  flcill 
and  care.  She  took  courage  to  be  pre- 
fent  when  they  opened  and  examined  the 
wounds.  He  had  loft  much  blood ;  for  as 
foon  as  he  lay  ^own  upon  the  bed  his 
wounds  bled  extremely,  and  the  flow  and 
irregular  motion  of  his  pulfe  alarmed  them 
greatly.  The  phyficians  ftrove  to  do  their 
beft  for  him,  one  of  them  an  African, 
Themifon  by  name,  a  man  of  a  contemp- 
tible afpeft',  and  not  much  taller  than  a 
dwarf,  but  very  famous  for  his  fkill  and 
fuccefs,  thus  delivered  his  opinion^:  *'  We 
do  nothing  to  any  purpofe,  I  fear,  fince- 
there  is  reafon  to  apprehend  the  king's 
death  from  another  caufe  more  than  from 
lofs  of  blood ;  for  we  muft  not  think  that 
all  the  corrupted  blood  is  evacuated  from 
his  body,  and  the  reft  is  inflamed  with  his 
violent excrcife  and  continual  motion;  it 
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will  therefore  run  together,  and  turn  to  a 
corrupted  matter,  and  feizing  upon  his  lungs 
firft  deprive  him  of  the  liberty  of  breath- 
ing, and  foon  after,   if  we  take  not  good 
care,  of  his  life  alfo  ;  you  wilJ,  I  fear,  aflc 
me  what  is  the  remedy? — I  anfwer,  none 
but  to  open  a  vein  in  his  arm,  by  which 
means  the  blood  will  have  its  free  courfe> 
and  the  he^t  will  be  abated,  which  other- 
wife    would     turn    all    to    corruption/* 
They  all  trembled  at  this  fpeech,"  for  with 
what  heart  or  hand  could  they  take  more 
blood  from  that  body  which  feemed  to 
have  fo  little  left  to  fupport  life  ? — Yet 
this  phyfician's  opinion  at  laft.  prevailed^ 
who  affirmed  that  otherwife  the  king  could 
not  poffibly    be   faved.     They  therefore 
opened  a  vein  with  univerfal  fadnefs,  and 
doubt  of  the  fuccefs,  then  they  applied 
proper  dreflings  to  his  wounds,,  and  lefc 
him  to  his  repofe,  charging  that  he  fhould 
not  be  difturbed  for  any  bufmefs  what- 
fbcver.     Hyanifbe  could  not  be  perfuaded 
to  leave  him,   but  repofing  herfelf  in  a 
chair  by  his  bed-fide,  (he  at  every  little 

interval 
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interval  looked  at  him,  fometimes  fearing 

he  was  dead,  and  liftening  to  hear  if  he 

breathed,   fometimes  preventing  the  at- 

trndarxe  of  his  fervants   and  her  own, 

doing  all  offices  of  care  and  tendernefs  to 

him,  who  knew  not  how  he  was  attended. 

The  night  was   far  fpent  before  Hya- 

nilbewasperfuaded  by  her  attendants  to  go 

to  her  own  apartment.     She  had  not  taken 

much  reft  before  (he  was  awakened   by 

fome  of  her  chief  nobiHty,  who  came  to 

congratulate  her  upon  the  viftory,  and  to 

afk  for   her  direftions  upon  a  new  oc- 

cafion  •,  for  during  the  whole  night  a  great 

noife  had  been  heard  in  the  camp  of  the 

Sardinians  •,  but  at  break  of  day  no  (hips 

were  to  be  feen  in  the  river,  nor  any  guard 

about  or  near  the  camp.     Some  were  fent 

out  by  Micipfa  to  learn  the,caufe  of  this 

filence  and  folitude,  who  brought  back 

word  that  all  the  Sardinians  wf  re  gone,  and 

carrying  with   them  only  the  things  of 

greateft  value,  had  left  a  great  booty  to 

the  conquerors.     At  fun- rifing  their  navy 

fjras  f^cn  afar  pff  (teering  towards  their 

Qwu 


\- 
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own  country  •,  for  after  the  death  of  the 
kingjVertigeneSjwith  the  nobles  and  officers 
defpaired  of  fucccfs,  and  alfo  feared  they 
Ihould  not  keep  the  conquering  enemy 
out  of  their  camp  ;  befides  Sardinia  was 
likely  to  be  difturbed  with  civil  wars  at 
home;  for  two  young  men,  the  kinfmen  of 
Radirobanes,  pretended  to  the  crown,  of 
whom  one  called  Harifcoras,  the  fonof  the 
younger  brother,  but  the  eldeft  in  birth, 
claimed  the  precedency  of  elderfhip ;  but 
the  other  named  Cornius  pleaded  the  right 
of  his  father,  who  was  the  elder  brother. 
The  nobles  forefeeing  fo  many  mifchiefs 
approaching,  as  well  as  confidering  that  the 
foldiers  were  out  of  heart  and  hope,  per- 
fuaded  the  officers  to  give  order  throughout 
^he  camp  without  found  of  trumpet,  to 
pack  up  their  baggage  with,  as  little  noife 
as  poffible,  and  to  put  to  fca  before  it  could 
be  known  to  the  Africans, 

When  the  Mauritanian  nobles  came  to 
bring  thefe  good  tidings  to  the  queen, 
**  Would  to  heaven,  faid  fhe,  he  could  par- 
take of  our  happin^fs  who  hath  fo  dearly 

purchafcd 
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purchafed  it  for  us!— I  wifh  I  may  not 
have  more  caufe<o  ^eve  for  Poliarchus 
than  to  rejoice  for  the  defeat  of  my  ene- 
mies/' Thus  faying  fhe  went  to  Poli- 
archus's  chamber,  attended  by  fome  of  her 
lords  and  ladies ;  he  lay  languilhing  be- 
tween fleep  and  waking  with  all  the  marks 
of. extreme  weaknefs  upon  him;  yet  could 
not  all  his  pain  extort  one  groan  or  com- 
plaint from  him;  the  fame  dignity  and 
fortitude  that  he  fhewed  in  health  attended 
Jiim  when  fick  and  in  danger,  except  that 
his  voice  was  low,"  and  could  only  be  heard 
by  thofe  very  near  him.  As  foon  as  he 
faw  the  queen  he  faid,  "  Hath  the  enemy 
given  you  any  more  trouble,  lady  ?— If 
the  gods  reftore  me  to  health  I  will  chaf- 
tife  their  infolence,  or  if  I  die,  my  ghoft 
ihall  carry  terror  among  them,  in  the  mean 
time  commit  the  bufmefs  of  [the  war  to 
the  care  of  Micipfa,  and  if  you  pleafe  let 
Gelanorus  be  joined  with  him/*  Hyanifbe 
anfwercd,  *'  There  is  no  need,  moft  ex- 
cellent king,  of  any  other  arms,  nor  are 
ffiy  others  worthy  to  fucecd  to  your  cona* 

mand. 
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niand.  You  finUhcd  the  war  yeftenlayy 
and  in  Radirobanes  ciU:  off  the  whcde 
ftrcngth  and  force  of  our  enemies,  who 
taking  the  advantage  of  thenightarebafdy 
fled,  leaving  their  dead  unburied,  their 
camp  entire,  mdl  of  their  fpoils  to 
thofe  that  will  feize  upon  them.**  Poli- 
archus  feemed  much  cheered  at  thefe  tid« 
ings,  and  enjoyed  the  fortunate  event;  he 
therefore  would  not  have  the  people  re- 
trained from  public  rejoicings,  who  ran  to 
the  temples,  to  the  fhore,  and  to  feaftingi 
though  he  was  not  yet  out  of  danger,  and 
Hyanifbe  had  commanded  them  to  defer 
their  rejoicii^  for  the  vidory  till  his  reco- 
very (hould  double  the  folemnity.  And  now  a 
vain  ambition  of  entering  the  enemy's  camp 
unpeopled  Lixa;  they  fent  execrations  after 
the  Sardinians  from  the  fhore,  and  then 
fell  to  contending  about  the  fpoils,  fo  that 
fcarcely  could  the  beft  of  them  be  rcfervcd 
for  offerings  to  tl^  gods  and  prefents  to  the 
princes. 

But  when  Poliarchus's  wounds  were  to 
he  opened,  and  the  fecond  dreflinga^- 

.  plied. 
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]^;  die  chief  ^-lus  lridi«d$  iftopct^^M: 
hisi|pied'n»oimiftiUy>wiitc^^  of 

^^effd  i^m  tio  be^kt  Isdood  ishe  dd7:lBe- 
Ibt^rW  4ie'  t<tok  ^  chkibai^dsge  (fntoi 
die  m^ft  jIlMigehHSs  MTQiind  ^  ^  llhe  ait  of 
pbfrfic  ^i!as  ^R^  thiin-ditfi^  ^M  tiuw 

mcHtof  ihie<Sfeafe,  c^q^ipoiiiided  che'mfiH 
dicine,  and  drdled  the  wounds.  But 
^hen  they  faw,  to  the  wonder  of  them  all,^ 
that  the  corrupted  blood  was  already  fup* 
purated  to  thick  matter,  "  Oh  the  bounty 
of  the  gods!  exclaimed  Themifon  5  you  who 
have  made  vows  for  the  king's  recovery, 
pay  them  to  the  gods  immediately !— never 
did  I  fee  fo  fpeedy,  fo  certain  figns  of 
amendment! — here  is  no  fever  at  all,  no  in- 
flammation^ but  the  found  fleih  is  feparated, 
and  the  bad  digefted"— All  that  were  pre- 
fent  received  thofe  words  as  from  an  oracle. 
They  were  almoll  mad  with  joy,  fome  * 
wept,  others  embraced  thofe  who  ftood 
nc3ct  them,  others  fell  on  their  knees  re- 
cdnmending  the  king  to  Apollo,  to  Ef- 
.  Vol.  .IV.  D        ^      culapius, 
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cuhjpitts  and  Hygeift  for  the  completion 
cfhbctlrti  teic  none  of  them  could  equal 
HyanVyc  intitk^on  \  Ike  vowed  a  Whi>le 
hecaiomb  to  die  ^s  of  Afrita,  and  yearly 
fotemnities,  and  noir  firft  beian  to  be 
truly  fenffUe  of  joy  for  the.viftory  i  fto 
pDclaimed  a  jubilee  for  tKite  days  ^- 
lowing,  ftnd  the  people  ihe^  their  gra« 
titude  by  every  mark  of  joy  and  ^fti vity, 


CHAP. 


•if  H  E   P  H  CE  N I  x;  r  is 
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^ki  covfenuct  hfwicn  G^hriar  and  Jrfidas^^ 
A  4heir  fepar^tion.  Jgschombrotui  •  recwues 
y'>MsM^er^  ktfers.ri  Ht  nfksthe ^fiance 
*L:\:^f  Melmiair*  :Pr^r4itifm5  far ^his  di- 
farturt.    .  i 

IN  this  0)am)eTrfome  days  pafled  with- 
out any .  new ,  or  remarkabie  crent, 
;'^ile  Foliarchus.  ceoovcrcd  his  ftrcngth 
««iuch  fooner  than. was iCxpe6ted,tiil  the 
letters  that  Argeniis  icnt  by  Arfidas  began 
^^gain  to  make  new  ^rt  for  fortune. 
^  For  after  Gobrias  and  Arfidas  had  ffient 
^he  night  upon  a  ^oor  and  barren  coail> 
"they  b^;an  to  confute  together  which  way 
^hey  fliould  bend  their  courfe,  and  what 
»they  fhouU  do  next.  They  had  a  fleet 
and  fbldiers,  the  firft  weather-beaten/  want^ 
ing  repdrs  and  lieteflaries  \  but  the  latter 
<(afe  and  welU'''ahd  burning  widi  defire  tO 
"^nd  their  king.  They  were  upon  a  bar- 
sttiois^  whcit  no  lie  materials  were  to 
*  •    ^  H  %  be 
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be  had  for  repairing  their  veflcls;  yetthejr 
made  fiiifc  t<»Tepair  chcm'fer  theprefenr^ 
and  took  in  water  from  a  ipring  near  them, 
agitflt  Udft^  to  fiiid  lot  f^Sm%.  ikid 
^wfacn.tliciiriiidsMtere  .dfaj«»l,  thoy  ^trere 
^^dmlBdful  to  vliBt  qxmm  ^jbo  ttosr-viheir 
4X)ii^  heing  igfiortat  jwjiacb*  ^y  the 
ftorm  had  driven  Poliarchus. 

At  length  Arlidaa  helped  to  £ttle  their 

^:eMution,  'vhoifpofcetpemMiy  foifid&rfts 

to  this  dfe^::   ♦*  %e 'fer^cy  We)  b<lh 

vskie  ducldivfeupon  is  fiolox^iivirtdEer; 

'it'wtould  he  a  xrimean  yi^u,  .^obrias^  tp 

fconceal  &oai  me  any  kmger  thedbfigns  of 

your  4^g»  las  -ii:  waujbd  on  fine  to  hide  ifrom 

:^il>th!e  '\»J&3l9d$  1  am  empldyediin,  'Snce 

^ky^th^  art^hs  iwc>dHaWe^ourfdtcff-f»>hi 

*ndvifing«aeh  othoTj  and  ferviflg'iwrjijrin^il^. 

4  will  therefore  no  lortg^  obferve  this  nfc- 

;|ef&.and  fqperftmous  fUence }  tell  me  t^\% 

jGobrias,  was  icot  this  nairy   bound  for 

Sicity  J'^-T-Gotei^  encouraged  by  -the 

^h^i^s'freedom,  acepUed  :  /*  And' tell  mq, 

Arfidas,  are  not  you  iimt  from  .A^^^iStto 

{(olfarchHS  ^' V-^(^  ^  .)Ehem  ti^n  qof^ 


fiSed  the  tpurfi,  and  with  mutual  embracer 
fcalcd  a  new  league  of  friendfhi p.  They  then 
confulted  together  more  freely  on  the  ftate 
of  their  affairs.     Gobrias   declared,  that 
v^ry  few  of  the  officers  knew  of  their 
voyage  or  d'cfign  in-  Sicily^  but  were  made 
to  cxpeft  a  further  voyage ;  but  that  tlie 
king  had  difcloie^  to  l>im  the  whote  dcfign, 
which  was  to  lay  ckim,  to-  Argenis,  wh^ 
was  contrli6ied  tJO^  hitny  as  alfo  to^nipafa*-, 
uie  of  his  army  to  anmil  certain  latvs  of 
Sicily,  wiuch    n>ade   agiainfl:  an.  alliai^cc 
with  GalHay  and  to  deliver  the  lady  from 
an    unfeaibnable   and    unwelaxne  lo^er, 
wi&o  waskmg  of  Sardinia.    Arfidas  tlk»: 
told  himv  thai:  tbeSandimans  hadildt  Sicily, 
but  that  a  far  gieafier  fiormi  threaitened  the 
ruin,  both  o£  Argenis^  and  BoKarchus ;  for 
that  there  wasi  a  certain  ftranger,  ooe  Ax^ 
chQmkfrap}2&r  to  tfrhaoDlVfefeande^  had  pro** 
mHedlHis  danghter ;  andtbifiiinsiitri^gBwaa; 
onlyti3B>  be  pai-eveoted  :bf  ticfarces  of  Gal- 
lia.    He  adviied  thcrefcne^   that  Gobriasc 
Ihould  feil  wiA  all  IjJocd  to  Sicily  with  th© 
:  fleet  uytukr  bi$  comitt^d^  ais  it  .woi^'be. 
D  5  a  com- 
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a  comfort  to  Argenis,  who  would  Wait  itt- 
expcdation  of  further  help  •,   o!r  if  the 
urgency  of  her  fituation  would  aSmit  o£. 
no  longer  delay,   fcc  might  in  this  fleet, 
make  her  efcape.     It  was  ftirther  not  un- 
reafonable  to  hope,  that  Poliarchus  might, 
be  got  there  beford  them,  or  clfe  that  he . 
would  not  be  long  after  them.  "  But  if  yoit 
ihould  arrive  firft  (faid  Arfidas)  you  fhall  • 
pretend  that  you  are  bound  for  Greece, 
and  fend  to  Mekander.to  requcft  that  you  r* 
may  ftay  there  in  harbour,  till  the.  reft. of . 
your  navy,  difperfed  by  the  late  ftorm,  - 
are  got  together.    I  will  give  you.lettert . 
to  Argenis,  which  you  Ihall  deliver  with  r 
your  own  hand  ^  the  bufinefs,  the  place,  * 
and  your  afliduity  will  open  a  way  for  you  t 
to  haye  audience  of  her  ^  and  if  you  obey  t 
her  commands,  it  wiU  do  you  honour  with,  t 
your  king."    "  My  own  Arfidas  (replied  > 
Gobrias) .  I  embrace  your  wildom  and  fide^  ■  \ 
lity  ;  but  why  will  not  you  bear  me  com-  > 
pany  into  your  own  country  ?*^You  might 
make  my  way  eafy  to  Meleander,  and  in- 
troduce me  to  Argenis."— ***  No  (faid  Ar-  ^ 
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^as)  you  Ihall  leave  me  a  galley,  with. 
the  help  of  which  I  will  fearch  about  th6 
coaft  of  Africa,  and  if  your  king  be  landed. 
there,  I  will  deliver  the  letters  in  my  charge,^ 
and  inform,  him  of  the  ftate  of  his  affairs 
W.SicUy/* 

When  they  had  agreed  on  this  courfe> 
Arfidas^  in  a  galley  that  was  a  fwift  failer^ 
ijbc  foeward  on  his  voyage,  while  Gobrias, 
With,  fifteen  (hips,  proceeded  for  Sicily, 
having  on  board  two  thoufand  foldieri, 
befidcs  mariners.  .  Nor  did  the  winds  re« 
^fc  their  «id,  though  not  direftly  for  them^ 
but  fidc-ways,  fo  that  it  would  ferve  thofe 
that.from  Africa  were  bpund  to  Sicily,  and 
ihpk  that  from  Sicily  ftood  for  Africa* 
For  at  this  time  the  deftinies  haflened  to^ 
fend  Archombrotus  into  Africa,  :with  aa 
{jrmy  and  navy  furnifhed  with  fuch  pro-- 
viAon  for  war,  as  thje  ibortnefs  of  the  time; 
would  poflibly  admit  of;  as.  he  had  very,- 
quickly  received  his  mother*s  letters,  in- 
fprming  him  that  Radirobanes  was  pre- 
paring to  invade  Mauritania,  and  enjoin-, 
ing^him,  by  ail.  the  a^ffeftioniand  authority} 
'    ;  D4  of 
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of  a  mother,  to  defer  his  marriage  tifl  I^ 
had  feeen  her,  and  taken  her  advice  upoiv 
the  fubjcA.  Tiiough  the  mind  of  Ar^- 
chombrotus  was  doubly  fliaken  with  iiv 
dignation  againft  the  Sardinians,  and*  grief 
for  the  delay  of  his  marriage,,  yet  was  all 
Africa  of  left  eiteem  with  him  than  his 
love  •,  and  more  eameflrly  did  he  ccaijSder 
why  his  mother  fhoufd  defire  to  keep  hin> 
in  the  torture  of  fufpcnce,  than  by  what 
means  he  Ihould  free  his  country  from  his- 
enemies.  Then  what  would  Meleander 
think  ? — and  what  Argonis  ? — How  oftcnr 
had  mifchie\rous  delays  overthrown*  tlte 
happieft  expe  Nations  ?— Thus  veidfng  him-: 
felf,  and  charging  his  mother  with  cruelty^ 
he  took  Ibme  tinri  ta  abate  his^  paffions  5 
and  after  die  firft  fhock  was  over,  he  re-- 
f5ivcd  ta  vent  his  vexation  and  rage  uport- 
Radirabanes*  He  then  went  to  NfeteaAder^ 
and  thus  addr^fed  him:  ^  Vfo^  ta hea^ 
ven,  Sire^  I  had  difeov«red  my  birth'  aiic]? 
fortunes  to  yo»,  before  Ae  injuries  ©f 
others  had  obliged  me  ^  become  burthea^ 
fijme  to  Sieily !— Now  I  piuft^at  the  fame 

tim© 
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dmerevealmrf  paai^tagi^.^id  iitfr9^t:yp«(F* 
affiftance  tOi  parefcfcvje;  ming;  inJ^jAt^pcQ. 
lAyBmBoi,  (pmeea:  o£.  M^M!^ni%^  is  i;|^yy 
motlpnr.     Sii^  ha^iosrtjijled  nnej  bjr  letters^ 
that  a  powef^f^  ea^n^r  t^treatp^  tx)tb  heir. 
andJkr  court^,    Irl^^lv  I ,  ^^  &^^^Y 
tUovxdMmy c;QilniQ?>dai^5pr^ I  ammuchs 
mere  troiRbte4  afi  tha^.of^  my  mqchcr^  and 
my  itifeiwnn^ft  is  doubled  by  tixe  awhor. 
of  thi?  mkl^i:  who.  is  Radii^obanes^ 
%h»  trait^y  wfe%  eon^ired  ag^nfl:  yaur 
li|i^  aod  ^'Uiicrcy  o^  Argenis,  and  npw^/ 
agiiit  fejfclyr  f^J^  tH^  ri^of  a  womaij^. 
Koilber.  ib^d  J:  £^^r,  wh^  he  could  do  to^ 
to.  Mtufit^fii^  ^  bjiiil^  that  hcf  attacks,  the 
kiogdeiro-  unp«paf^^<3^  rei^i^'hifn;    I-  wilt 
tl>«^it.  diriei^j  gft  Uiither,.  aud  if  yQ\*' 
pte^jtrt  ^1M9¥!*r^  Dg/e  for.yffur  fon-inr 
lay^  ^.gS4  >y-y.our  f3f«-<jcj,,I;  ^iJl.,feod  ^ 
RaditobaneJ;  ^mu  L)»c9g€»«3»    Sp>  %all 
Saci;£i^a!Qbpy.M^4ntW^  and  Mauxif^nia . 
SicHy.    Foft  -vyfcy .  Hlei|l4  "W?  ccnifumijiate* 

Thsi  pf«fefW(  bufajft^jj  ai^d  thq .  ^^^tain! 

D  5  *    plcte: 
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pkte:  if  we  conquer^  our  nuptials  fhalF. 
be  gloriouffy  iblemnized  with  the  pomp  of; 
a  trumpet;  andtf  the  fates  haveoidabed 
otherwife,  I  fhould  grieve  that  Aigenis 
Ihoufd  fo  foon  lofe  her  huiband/* 

*  At  the  hearing,  of  tliefe  tidifl^,  Meic- : 
andcr  waf  no  Ids  troubled  than  ArchonK 
brotus;    To  be  at  ence  informed  that  he 
was  the  Ton  of  Hyanifbej  Aat  he  alked 
his  afliftance  againft  Radirbbanes  ;    and* 
that  the  marriage  he  fe  ^arneiUy  wiflied 
fliould  be  again  delayed.-r^Being  oycreovaf 
by  a  itiiiltitude  of  thoughts,  he  ftood  kt 
dbubt  whether  to  gfidvc  or  rqoice.— He 
firft  embraced  Archombrotus,  now.  more: 
dear  tb  him  than  ever  by  the^mention^- 
Mauritania  (that  great  and  wealthy  nation^*' 
which^  had  teng  fince  ^orded^HiUch  pka-  ' 
^re  and  ftbble  entertainment  to  ^ffefetoder■ 
in  his'  early  youth)-  Be€oihmendei  to  him^. 
sr  young  prince^  boi^J  to*  k  great 'an  inhe-  - 
ritahce,  and  whohi  before^v  he^  fo  tenderly 
loved  ifor  his  noMe  and  amiable  qualkiesr;  ^ 
He  afcribedif  to  his*  piety,  ihat  he  .pre- 
fer rfedtH^prbteftihg  hiS' mother  before  the  > 
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cd^ipktion  of  hh  inaFiiage ;  not  knowing 
.  that  this  was  no  voluntary  goodnefs  in  the 
young  man,  but  enforced  by  his  parent*^ 
.abfolute  commandr    He  knew  that  Radir 
sobanes  was  hisr  bitter  enemy^  and  thought 
.it  better  to  have  their  quarrel  decided  in 
J  Mauritania  than  in  Sicily.     The  danger 
alio  of  the  kingdom  to  which  Arehon> 
brotus  was  heir,  and  the  affurance  of  hi$ 
gratitude  and  ijffeftionv  determined  him 
to  make  war.    Having  thereifore  promifed 
him  afliftance^  he  now  openly  treated  him 
with  the  reipeft  due  to  the  heir  of  a  crown^ 
and  no  longer  concealed  his  delire  to  make 
him  his  fon-in-law,,  rejoicing  in  his  daugh^ 
ter's  good  fortune,  wli?  was  to  be  married 
'to  fo  great  and^ excellent  a  prince^     All 
.thefe  things  were  entertained  by  Argenisy 
as  prefages  of  her  approaching  deftrudtion ; 
yet  ihe  was  glad  that  Archombrotus^s 
voyage  to  Africa  woufd  give  her  Ibme 
further  time  for  confideration.     Oh,  how 
vafiable  are  the  wifhes  of  mortals ! — Ar- 
'genis  now  fecretly  wifhed'  well  to  Radiro- 
bancs  J— his   expedltfon  to  Africa  gavf 

D  d  hfefr 
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tier  pkdfuf e ;  or  at  kaft  (he  wUhed  that 
the  war  might^not- be  ended,  but  wkh  the 
death  of  both  the  rival&  As  fdoii  as  it 
was  divulged  abroad  that  the  marriage  of 
Argcnis  with  Archombrotus  was  only  de- 
:ferred  on  account  c^  the  war  in  Mauri- 
tania, prefently  the  people  of  all  rank^ 
and  degrees  (hewed  themfelres  ambitiotis 
to  enter  into  Ws  fervice.  All  the  young 
nobility  offered  then-  a^ance,  and  by 
contributmg  to  tho  charges  of  the  war,, 
and  liafttning  the  preparations,  ftrove  to* 
recommend  themfelves  to  the  favour  of 
^eir  new  prince.  All  thefc  things  cauftd 
infinite  grief  to  Argcnis^  and  befides,  many 
came  to  congratulate  her  good  fortune^ 
that  Ihould  unite  Mauritania  to  SScily ;. 
reciting  the  praifes  of  Archombrotus,  and 
with  unfeafoH^bfe  officioufneft  befeecUr^. 
the  gods  to  profper  him,  and  graat  himv 
a  Ipeedy  return  to  Sicily. 

Thefe  preparations  forthewar  empl:>yej 
the  mind  of  Archombrotus,  and  diverted 
it  from  the  cares  of  love  and  grief  He 
kbouredto  quickeii  the  diligence  of  the- 

ptople^ 


people;  he  encouraged  the  foldiers,  faw 
them  exercife  their*  1*901%.  ai|d  appointed 
officers  to  make  provifion  of  viftoals^* 
armsv  »^  ftoi»6  &r  the  ftippii^^  £or 
Apt  oniy^  nh^  giieatfi€&  ^f  th^  affiOasce, 
but  the  grace  and  honour  of  his  ei^pt^i^ 
tion  would  appear  in  his  fpeedy  arrival ; 
and  he  doubted  not  that  (ij^an^3e\«9i||4 
fecj  and  Argenis  underftand  bis*  ^ouc 
and  conduct  ift  thefe  a^irs.  WV^in  at 
few  day^hehad  a  fleet  ready*  in-the  hai^ 
bpur>  confiftmg  ^  th«jy  galleys,  twenty 
fmali*  veflfcis  to  carry  their  giwiflon^^,  andt 
all  other  necefiaries  for  the^  war*. 


CHAK 
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chap;  hl 

ji.  iSfcot^Ji  between  Mekanier  and  "TimcnuUs 
.   cmcermng  iwibajfadors  and  Jecreianes  of 
fiate^ 

MELEANDER  had  wifely  deter-^ 
mined  to  fend  with  Archombrotus^ 
9  trufty  perfon^  and  one  well  vcrfed  in  ftate- 
a^airs^  as'  his  ambafiador  ta  Hyanifbe  y 
imta  whom  he  might  receive  intelligence 
of  the  enemy's  motions,  and  alfe  of  the 
intentions  of  Hyanifbe  and  her  fon*^    The 
vicifEtudes  of  worldly  bufinefs,  and  his 
long  experience  in  the  arts  of  governmenty 
having  enriched  his  capacious  mind  with- 
ihe  treafures  of  wifdom.    But  there  was 
no  part  of  his  affairs  that  more  employed 
his  attention  than  the  choice  of  proper  men 
to  fend  on  ambafEes  to  foreign^  -princes,, 
efteeming  them  like  the  veins  in  the  natu- 
ral bodyy  which,  as  they  were  diipofed,. 
did  from  different  parts  derive  into  their 
aative  country  fccredy  the  caufes  of  health 
X     '.    -    5  or 
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At  dilfeafes.  He  had  ifouAd  kj  eXfieFiertc^ 
that  when-  fuch  men  re%C5£l'jthemfclye$ 
above  their  mafter,  ov  their  fidelity,  the 
ftatCy.  honotir^  and  defigtis  of.  their  cwjatry 
are  betrayed,.  «ther  by  their  fiknce  q% 
treachery;  and  when  by  heat  .of  temper^ 
©r  felf-conoeitj:  they  a»e  carried  away  cithcy 
oii  the  one  hand  to.  aggravate  their  aqepii^f: 
of  things,  Qt  on  fete  pjher  to  leflen  th^i^t 
they  often  raife  troubles,  whjcb,  .thouglv 
at  firft  fecm-  but  ^trifles,  yet,  by  mutual 
wranglingy  and  accidental  caule&  arifing,. 
grow  atlajft  to  inevitable  and  ppoi  qp^EfjpJsj^ 
"  But  granting  (fakl.he)  they  bejuftap<J 
good  hicn,.  yet  if  :the*e  be  nqt  added  a: 
foperioE  underftanding.to  difeern  the  fn^ijw 
Aat:  are.  laid  for  them^-  thcyt  wttt.not  only? 
be  unable  to  cfiftoviw:  tbe.ineenti&ns  of  the 
people  to  whom  ti«y  pefent^^hut^^cauglic 
wiidi  diflinuiHtiQa  and:  cereisb^oioUs  ol^ 
fervances,  they  wiU  deceive  their  ownj 
matters,  advifing.  them. of. nothing  truly,, 

or  ckaifly  ",'  }4^?f^^^^.^^^^  f?^de  it^ 
one  of  hijS  cares,  to.  chpofefiich.  nien  as, 
were,  fuitablf.  to  the  ^  genius  of  the  kir 
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nndpe&fiff  tawhom  tkey  were  empfeyedf 
knomng  that  fifrnifilude  of  manners.  i& 
eomitiefid  peo|>le  to  mucual  friendfliipaod 
j^milkuit^y  and  that  men  ^re  opea  and 
commmuGative  to  th(^  whom  thcjr  love 
and  efteem«  For  tbefe  JKafons  Jie  mw  jnoie 
caisfii)^  about  thofe  whom  be  6m.  atooad 
to  other  prkices,  thm  of  thofe.  whom  ha 
chipleyed  at  home  in  the  aSabs  of  Sicily  }. 
and  not  fiftenrng  to  the  recommendatioft 
of  friends  or  i^vourites,  he  wag-  oflfended 
if  any  piefumed  to  immde  upoa  bis  judg^ 
ment,  by  propc^g  his  fmnd  or  kifiiiaiaiir 
Jbr  this  employment. 

But  at  this  time  he  was  mpm  ierioctt 
iban  common  in  his  confiderations^  thaft 
he  might  find  a  peifon  who  would  be  morcr 
trufty  to  himielf,  than  to  Ardiombiotiia^ 
ftis  prefumptive  heir*  He  fpent  two  dsyoi 
m  deUberating  on  this  point,  not  CcxMtiH^ 
ihg  with  any  other  perfoh^  and  at-  lengtb 
lefolved  to  i^mploy  TitpOnides  kt  tdnsi 
bnfincfs.  He  then  lent  for  hkn,  and  ipoke^ 
to  him  in  this  manner  i  ^*  If  you  weic  yets? 
to  learn  the  traft  and  fidelity  that  belongs 
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to  the,  name  and  office  o£  aa  ambaffildaiv 
I  wouM  not  k>ad  you  with  a  burfikm  too 
heivf  *f6r  ydur  ftrcngth.  I1!  is.  my  .plea&inc 
that  ybu  fhali  go  witihr  Atchombrociis  intO' 
Africa^  as  mf  atnbafi^dorta  HyjOfufbe, 
and  that  you  reTid^  theio  tih  I  cappoint  you 
a  focccflop.'  Ydti  fhall  thiis  d^  receive 
inftru^Uoi^ftom  Ckdbukw  whatyovydiall' 
fay  to  the  queen  concerning  the-  war,,  hei^ 
fbn^  and  die^  in^ndtd  mwnhp:.  I  wiji- 
otAf  give  ^ou  one  pnecaueiocH  that  yovi 
prefef  no  other  perfon-S'  frftow  «>  mirtCv 
Pear  n^iSto  m^e  a  trw  and  fidi  velmoft 
of  att  things- that  ane  doing^  there^  neitftex*- 
ft^r  that,  youf  fidelity  to  mcAell  Ibfiiig;; 
yotj  ioto  any  danger,  m  ca:fe  you  fbould^- 
write,  any  thing  to  me  difpleafing  to  othera 
whom  ybu.  wt)uld  be  carefbl  not  to  offend  v 
for  I  have,  long  fince  learned  to  kee^-  2l 
Icfcret/*  Timonides  was  not  more  pie^^^' 
with  the  honour  conferred  upon  hiffi,  thaik 
fearful  of  the  dangers  that  might  arMfe* 
from  this  new  employment.  He  w^ett 
knew,  by  his  intimacy  with  Arfidas  and 
Nicopompus,  that  the  pretenflons  oi  Ar* 

chom- 
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cliombrotus  were  not  agreeabk  to  Aigeiits  ^ 
he  feared  therefore  it  would  be  inipoifibk 
for  him  to  difcharge  diis  office  fo  as  to 
pleafe  them  both ;  and  if  either  fliould  be 
ofiended,  it  would  procure  him  more  dif^ 
like  from  one,  than  favour  from  the  other. 
He  therefore  thus  anfwered  the  king : 
":  I  have  no  doubt  of  your  majefty's  fe- 
crecy,  neither  do  I  believe  that  queett 
Hyani(be»  or:  the  Mauritanians^  will  do 
aoy  thing  thf  y  would  wifii  to  conceal  from 
ypu.  But  as  fortune  is  mutable^  fo  are 
aUo timeis  and  men^and particularly  kingis. 
If  it  ihould  fo  happen^  my  deftiny  iS:  not 
in  your  hand  alone,  but  in  tjiat.of  Cleo- 
bulus,  to  whom,  as  fecretary  of  ftate,  all 
aaibafladors'  addrefs  their  letteris.  I  doubt 
not  the  honour  or  fidelity  of  {o  worthy  a 
man ;  but  fupppfe  you  confer  this  office  . 
upon  fonae  other  perfon,  and  he  fhould 
rrfer  it  to  his  fubftimte  ?— and  though  aU , 
this  fhould  never  happen,  yet  it  is  a  con- 
tinual toipept  to  me  to  kjiow  that  it  is 
poffible,'*!.'*'  Thefe  fears  (faid  the  king)  are  ' 
not  entirely  groundlefe  j  but  you  may  di- 
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reft  any  fuch  ktter  of  particular  bufincfi  w 
myfelf  only.*'— «  But  then,  faidTimoirttfcs, 
-v^ill  not  all  nien  fufpeft  fomething  extra- 
ordinary from  this  unufual  manner  of  ad-  • 
drefling  my  letters   immediately  to  my 
fovereign  ?— -and  will  not  Clebbulus  bare- 
reafon  to  be  difpleafed  with  me,  as  if  I 
diftruftcd  his  fidelity,    encroached   upon* 
his.rights,  and  diihonoured  his  integrity  ?** 
'  Meleander,  perplexed  with  thefc  words, 
walked  to  and  fro;  confidering  that  what 
Timonides  had  ftid  fbir  himfdf  concerned' 
fikewife  the  fcfvice  and  fefety  of  kings ;  ^ 
thcii  rcflcftin^  more  deeply,  on  the  power- 
of  a  fecretary,  be  was  fliockcd  to  thihk  ba  * 
the  "dominion  they  held  over  the  reports 
of  ambairadors,\  and  that-  it  w^s  in  their 
power  to  relate  only  fuch  things  to  the 
king  ^s  fervid  their  own  purpofes  :  he  re«^^ 
flfcded  upon  the  many  dangerous  confc-  ^ 
quences  that  might  arife  from  the-abufe  ' 
pf  this  power ;  and  after  Timoniiles  had  ^ 
put  thefe  confiderations  into  his  'mlftd,  he^* 
began  to  think  6f  remedies  for  thofe  great ' 
and  mifchievous  dangers.     The*  integrity  ^ 
7     '  cf* 
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of  Ckobu|v)s  wd8'  not.  to  be  Ai%)Q£bed; 
but  kings  ought  not:  oiafy  to  iet  things  'm 
order,  for  the  pfef^m  time, -but  to  take  care 
for,  ppfterity,  l^  therefore  rdblyed  f&r. 
th^.  fot^ir^  to  give  orders  to  his  ambafifi- 
doFs,  that  whenever  they  wroiae  to  the 
focretary  of  ftate,  they  &ould  alfo  write 
letters  to  the  king,  bat  not  tedious,  or 
full  of  hufine&,  wilefs.  any  thing,.  ihouU 
occur,  that  was  only  fit  to  be  cocpmuni- 
cgted  to  the  Idi^  hisnf<;lf*  By  the^  means 
die  lung  would  only  hdiy^  the  trpi^j^li^c^^ 
readiiig^  a  ihoi^t  ktter  of  no  coafeq^uciofie, 
ngd  the  i^roiary^  igooraCH::  of  tl|9  cQiifepts 
of  ky  M(4>!uid  not .  dare  t(^  n^I^^  a  faH^^  te* 
ppTt  eC  wh^t  the  wib^ilWor  had!  iwiitea 
to>  him  i.  and  the;  fecnsmry  bimfakf  may, 
if;  h^  d^fqrves  k,  be.  informed  againft  with- 
out p^ju4ice  to  the  amb^adf^^  for  he 
w^mld  nQt  fufpeA  any  tHng  from  h|is  t)^l 
method  of  writing  to  the  king.  And 
this  cqurf^  wouW  cert^y  fucc^^d,^  if  lii? 
king  tM)pld  ufe  him&lf  lo  nra[d  tb^fe.  kpteps 
immpdiwely,  an4  l?eepiHefl^cgf|B|f)L^lJy  from. 
eviSiy  Q^re^y  a%  the  pledges  of  his^  o\m 

iafety. 


fyixiAoebi  iiid  ^feciark^  -and  tdowwfavld 
^oiiMfbottier  ihBejCMtefli$  of  oteir  ieinm 
were  trifling  or  important,  wldtedtfi^^tiilg 
would  be  at  liberty  to  diflfemble  his  know- " 
ledge,  and  order  his  aflairs  for  the  bef^* 

But  this,  courfe  was  to  be  taken  by  de- 
grees, fo  that  Cleobulus  might  not  per- 
ceive the  defign,  and  an  opportunity  pre- 
fented  itfelf  by  the  departure  of  Archom- 
bfotus  5  for  it  appeared  to  be  out  of  care 
and  tendernefs  for  him,  that  the  king 
charged  Timonidcs  to  write  often  to  him- 
fclf,  and  inform  him  of  the  health  and 
welfare  of  his  intended  ibn-in-law  •,  .but 
he  gave  private  inftruftions  to  Timonides, 
that  if  any  thing  happened  that  was  pro- 
per to  be  known  to  the  king  only,  he 
ihould  mift  it  to  none  but  himfelf  j  and 
left  any  thing  extraordinary  (hould  be  fuf- 
pefted,  he  Ihould  fend  a  letter  to  him, 
whenever  he  wrote  to  Cleobulus.  And  he 
determined  to  ufe  the  fame  method  hence- 
forward, whenever  he  fent  an  ambaflTador 
^i^a^  hU  at  length  it  ihould  grow  intQ 

a  cuftom 
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a  oiAdm^  and  the  ttcbaffador  flioOld^ 
ambjciom^of  oocreQionding  with  tbe  \as^ 
and  ^fleem  ic  the  greateft  hobour  ^4^ 


J 
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^Ifi  parting  of  Argents '  and  Jfrcbtmd^vtui. 

The  uneafinef^  of  the  latter:,  ^  'and  bis  fe- 
'"''  fentment  againjf  Poliartbus^ '  Gabrias  at^ 
'    rives  in  Sidfy,  and  ipaits  on^  tbe .  king:/ 

bisj^etencetoje^'jifgenis.      '-l',    \  . 

ALL  things  being  now  ready  for  the 
voyage,  Archombrdtus/  cime  to 
talte  leave  of  Argenis,  and  excufe  his  de- 
parture; this  alfo  diftrefled  the  unhappy 
lady,  that  he  did  not,  or  would  not,  per- 
ceive her  diflike  to  himj  and  that  the  opi- 
xuon  of  her  love  had  enriched  hfcr  enemy 
with  the  wealth  and  iaffeftions  bf  all  the 
Sicilians.  She  therefore  ianfwered  him  dit 
dainfolly,  That  he  did  well  to  return  to 
his  mother  J  for,  in  her  opinion/ no  man 
could  be*  better  any  :where  than  at  home, 
Archon>bn>tu»w^  cut  to  the  h^art  by  thcr 
^harpnefs  of  l^r  worda,  whkb  were  ng-^ 
l^avated  by  die  manner  in  which  fhe  de*^ 

livered 


livered  them;  but  neither  the  dme  not 
the  place  woyld  aUow  eithec  of  con^>laiflt 
or  expoftulation :  he  therefore,  as  if  he 
had  i\ot  perceived  JiierDoea^iung,  anfwci^^ 
*Th^  he  .efteeoQcd  that,  a  J^^^r  couatry 
inhere  hh  txuQrck  was  boxfx^  .than  that 
where  he  Brfiiaw  the  light  W^Uehe^^ai 
faking,  Meleander  caiw  in,  beilbre  whom 
Argents  abated  fottiething  of  her  fe^erity, 
and^  againft  her  will,  re-aflurcd  ^chqm- 
brotus^  who,  having  facftficed  upbn.«die 
^ore,  and  obtained  happy  prefages,  'with 
all  his  fleet  and  a^my  put  to  fea.  After 
he  had  cofrverfed  fome  time  with  the  nobles 
on  board  his  gall6y,  he  retired  as  if  to*  take 
Ibrne  reft,  and  then  gave  himielf  up  to  his 
tormenting  cares.  The  woijds  of  Argpnis 
with'  infinite  vexation  ftrefentcd  ttemfelvcs 
to  bis  memory k  What, could  be  the  rcar 
fon  of  her  treating  him  w'^th  fuch  cruelty  ? 
— wl}y  didibe  icorof^lly  semi^d  him  of 
Ms  s^n  :h^B)e?-^wp^^iK'.'C^  F^tKNich  -for 
Icayigg-ber  «rtil,  ,^r  rifdoolkriiion  of  dif-: 
liJae  4tat  tM  .naaiifiiige  F^f^Xiton  caSling  to 

mind 
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mind  the  i^diole  behaviour  of  Argenis,  his 
mind  was  tofled  between  die  contrarieties 
of  h(^  and  fear.  The  prieft  had  afliired 
him  that  the  gods  approved  of  hb  voyage. 
—Was  this  to  be  underitood,  as  if  the 
gods  focbade  his  return,  andwith  fair  but 
fatal  wiiris  haftened  his  departure?  Calling 
to  mind  thoie,  and  many  other  arguments 
of  grief,  the  remembrance  of  Poliarchus 
was  of  all  the  moft  painful  to  him ;  of 
whom,  befides  his  former  fufpicions,  what- 
ibever  Seleiiifla  had  revealed,  was  by  the  of- 
ficioufneis  of  fome  brought  to  his  know- 
ledge. Yet  Meleander,  who  loved  him 
above  all  men,  and  was  the  contriver  t)f 
-this  marriage,  gave  him  great  aiTurance* 
—But  what  was  it  in  him  that  fo  much 
difpleafcd  Argenis?— or,  rather,  was  there 
not  another  perfon  whom  fhe  preferred  to 
him  ? — "  Oh !  that  Poliarchus !  whom, 
faid  he,  if  the  fates  allow  me  to  meet, 
this  hand  and  fword  ftiall  rid  both  of  love 
and  life  much  more  willingly  than  Radi-. 
Xobanes  himfclf.  And  furply  he  deferves 
Vox.  IV.  E  to 
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to  die  by  my  hand, '  who  has  cmfed  fo 
much  mifchief  both  tt>  me  wd  the  ladyi 
whom,  if  he  had  not  bewitched  by  his 
enchantments,  I  that  am  o£  royal  birth, 
the  heir  of  fo  great  a  kingdom,,  that  have 
given  fo  many  inftances  of  love,  and  that 
have  (hown  no  mean  proofs  of  vakrur  and 
difcretion,  might  have  won  her  a&dtions* 
— ^But  where  Ihoukt  I  fedc  him  who  is 
flickered  by  his  obfcurity  ? — Were  he  not 
too  mean  in  birth  and  fortune  to  avow  hi» 
prefumptuous  hopes,  he  woidd  not  be  fb 
long  abfent,  nor  conceal  hunfelf  from  the 
knowledge  of  Mcleander.— Yet^  alas  !— 
if  J  (hould  meet  him,  and  he  fbould  fsdl 
under  my  rage,  my  revenge  may  ftill 
more  eftrange  the  lady's  heart  from  me.— 
Yet  I  am  well  aflured  that  his  life  is  my 
hindrance,  whether  his  death  will  be  fo  I 
leave  to  the  gods ;  I  am  certain  that  fhe 
can  hope  nothing  from  a  dead  man,  and 
that  Ihe  wiU  know  him  for  the  braveft, 
that  conquers  and  furvives  the  other/'-^ 
Thus  did  Archombrotus  privately  take  his 

refo- 
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rcfolutions  -,  yet  withal  he  was  ibmetimeis 
grieved  to  be  obliged  to  come  to  thefe  ex- 
tremities with  Poliarchus,  whom  he  had 
forijierly  efteemed  as  a  friend.  He  had 
hardly  loft  fight  of  Sicily,  when  Gobrias 
with  his  fleet  canie  to  anchor  near  Syra- 
cufa^  and  lent  a  herald  on  fliore  to  enquire 
where  .the  king  refided ;  and  when  he 
heard  that  Meleander  was  at  Eip'erde,  he 
fent  fome  chofen  men  to  acquaint  him, 
that  a  fleet  of  Gauls  bound  for  Greece,  and 
from  thence  to  Afia,  being  feparated  by  a 
great  ftorm,  a  part  of  them  would^  with 
his  permiflion^  wait  for  their  companions 
m  the  Sicilian  fca.  The  genefal  alfo  de- 
fired  to  attend  the  .king,  and  faid  he 
fliould  efteem  it  a  recompence  for  all  the 
trouble  and  damage  he  had  fuftained  by 
tbe^orm,  to  be  admitted  to  pay  his  re- 
fpefts  to  fo  great  a  prince.  Meleander 
was  by  nature  exceeding  courteous ;  and, 
thoijgh  he  wondered  what  fuch  a  fleet  of 
Gauls  ftrould  do  in  Greece,  yet,  being  fo* 
licited,  he  would  tiot  reflifc  an  audience. 
E  2  Gobrias 
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Cobrias  therefore  came,  with  only  twentjr 
friends  and  *  followers  ;  Eurimedes  was 
fent  to  meet  him  at  his  entry  into  Eiperde, 
and  entertained  him  as  his  gueft,  at  his 
own  houfe ;  when  finding  him  of  a  brave 
and  generous  difpofition,  he  fpoke  highly  in 
hiscommendation  totheking.  The  nextday, 
being  brought  to  court,  he  fully  anfwered 
die  expe£fcations  Eurimedes  had  raifed  of 
him;  except  that  Meleander  perceived, 
chat  when  he  afked  upon  what  defign  Gal- 
lia had  fent  out  fo  great  a  fleet,  he  a[n- 
fwered  neither  freely  nor  plainly;  mif- 
trufting  therefore  that  he  might  be  a  Ipy, 
he  iecretly  placed  an  honourable  guard 
about  him,  who  ihould  carefully  obferve 
him,  who  thought  of  no  fuch  thing  nor  be- 
lieved himfelf  fufpefted. 

Gobrias  was  perplexed  with  cares  of  a 
higher  nature  -,  by  what  means,  or  by 
whofe  afTiflance,  he  fhould  obtain  a  pri- 
vate audience  of  Argenis.  At  length  re- 
CoUeding  that  he  had  in  his  ihip  ibme 
purple  cloth,  which  Poliarchus  had  pre- 
pared 
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pared  as  a  pnefcnt  for  her  (for  there  is  no 
purple  boafts  a  richer  tin<fture  than  that  of 
Gallia)  he  commanded  it  to  be  brought 
on  (here  that  he  might  prefent  it  to  the 
princefs,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  his 
hofpitable  and  generous  entertainment- 
Argenis  had  long  been  difquieted  with 
cares  of  the  fame  kind,  and  often  debated 
with  herfelf,  whether  flie  might  prefume 
to  hope  this  fleet  was^fent  by  Poliarchus, 
j.nd  that  he  followed  it  with  a  greater 
force.--— But  then.  Why  did  Arfidas 
ftay  {o  Jong  ?■  ■■  Why  did  Poliarchus 
fail  in  his  promife?— — Was  the  delay 
owmg  to  himfelf  or  fortune  ?■  ■  ■  She 
yet  lived,  not  by  any  comfort  from  him, 
but  by  the  abfence  of  Archombrotus, 
who  was  called  by  his  ill  fortune  into 

Africa. «  Ah !  Poliarchus ! (flie 

exclaimed)  — —  art  thou  valiant,  wife> 
and  worthy  to  be  beloved  only  to  my 
forrow?— — Alas!  who  knows  but  thou 
fuffereft  in  the  fame  manner,  and  only 
feareft  that  I  fliould  charge  thee  with  the 
'  E  I  caprice^ 
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caprices  of  fortune? Happy  are  thofe 

lovers  whofe  wiihes  are  crowned  wkh 
immediate  fuqcefs^  or  are,  by  a  fudden 
deaths  freed  from  the  fraud  and  cruelty, 
of  the  deftinics  !" 


CHAP. 
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Gobrias  cofwerfes  witf^  ArgeniSy  and  ajfures  . 
her  of  the  coming  of  Poliarchus,  .  The  am-- 
trivance  of  the  princefs  to  keep  the  Gauls 
injht  ports  of  Sicily. 

WHEN  Gobrias  had  been  a  f^w 
days  in  Eiperde,  Eurimedes  came 
to  Argenis,  and  told  her  that  the  ftranger^ 
his  ^eil,  defired  to  prefent  to  her  feme' 
puipie^  died  in  GaUia.  The  lady  refufed^ 
not  die  prefent,  bei^  now  almoft  aflured 
that  this  was  a  pretence  for  Gobrias  to  ge|: 
accefs  to  her,  and  that  more  depended  up- 
on it  than  Eurimides  imagined.  When 
therefore  Gobrias  waa  admitted  to  her  pre* 
fc^ce,  and;  had  unfolded  his  prefent,  which 
cvcii  the  Tyrian  mu&s  might  have  en- 
vied, Argenis  was  not  able  to  oblerve  what 
was  fliewcd  hpr,  nor  ^  to  fpeak  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  nor  to  attend  to  what  others  faid  tp 
he?.  The  expe^ation  of.  hearing  from 
E  4  Poliarchus 
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Poliarchus  almoft  deprived   her   of  her 
fenfes :  Ihe  hardly  forbore  queftioning  the 
ftranger  before  Ihe  was  affuitd  of  his  er- 
rand.    But  Gobrias  drew  near,  when  he 
faw  all  that  were  prefent  bufy  in  admiring 
his  prefent,  and  fpeaking  low,  "  That  this 
prefent  may  be  valued  for  the  giver's  fake; 
know  lady,  faid  he,  that  it  conies  from 
the  perfon  to  whom  you  fent  Ariidas.** — 
At  fhefe  words /Argenis   was   ready  to 
faint,  and  Gobrias.  perceived  by  her  filcnoe 
and  trembling  how  deeply  (hie  was  touched. 
Having  at  length  recoUe^kd-herfelf,  and 
difcourfcd  on  other  futjeds  before  her  at- 
tendants, flie  fpoke  privately  to  Gobria» 
a:s  if  to  thank  him  for  his  prefent.—— 
*•  Stranger,  faid  fhe,    be  not  from  your 
lodgings  this  evening,  and  as  ibon  as  I  cai> 
be  in  private  I  will  fend  for  you," — Upon 
this  Gobrias  took  his  leave  aiid  depan^i 
and  fhe  among  her  women  began  to  admirs 
the  beauty  of  the  purple,  and  to  extol  the 
richnefs  of  it.     Then  fpeaking  to  Timo- 
clea,  "  I  can  hardly  believe,  faki  fhe,  that 
this  prefent  is  beftowed  on  me  for  nothing. 

I  rather 
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1  rather  think  that  this  ftranger  has  fbme 
favour  to  alk  of  the  king,  and  hopes  by 
this  method  to  procure  my  affiflance :  for 
he  intreated  me  at  my  leifure  to  grant  him 
a  private  audience:  I  will  therefore  this 
day  know  his  bufinefs ;  that  if  his  requeft 
is  proper  to  be  granted,  I  may  promife 
him  my  afliftance ;  and  if  otherwiic,  that 
I  may  not  delude  him  with  falfe  hopes :— ^ 
and  at  his  departure  I  will  return  him  fome 
reward  of  the  full  value  6f  his  prefent.** 

Not  long  after  fhe  retired  into  the  gar-, 
den,  where  by  chance  there  was  no  com- 
pany, the  king  being  gone  hunting. 

The  privacy  of  the  place  reminded  her  to 
feizc  this  opportunity ;  fhe  therefore  com- 
manded Timoclea  to  fend  one  of  the  guard 
to  Gobrias,  ta  bring  him  thither.  He 
failed  not,  but  came  immediately:  and 
when  he  had  openly  anfwered  feveral  or*- 
dinary  queftions,  falling  as  it  were  by 
chance  into  different  fubjefts,  they  at 
length  retired  by  degrees  and  walked  apart. 

Then  Gobrias  began  to  open  himfelf ; 

"  Oh  lady  !  (faid  he)  worthy  not  only  of 
E  5  your 


io6      TREyPHCENIXl 

your  own  Sicily  and  Gallia,   but  to  be 
emprcfs  of  the  world,— excufe  my  king 
that  you  fee  me  here  before  him : — a  vio- 
lent ilorm  was  the  caufe  of  his  unplealing 
delay,  which  drove  him  with  the  reft  of 
his  navy,  bound  for  Sicily,  out  of  their 
courfe.     We  alfo  were  caft  upon  the  coaft 
of  Africa,    I  mean  myfclf  and-Arfidas, 
who  happened  to  meet  with  me  the  day 
before  the  tempeft;    he  is  now  coafting 
about  Africa  in  fcarch  of  your  Poliarchus, 
to  deliver  the  letters  you  fent  by  him.     I 
determined  to  fail  direftly  hither,  either  to 
join  my  mafter*s   fleet    (for  he  brings  a 
noble  armament  with  him)  or  elfe  to  de- 
vote the  fmall  force  I  bring  with  me  wholly 
to  your  commands  :  we  are  all  entirely  at 
your  difpofal,  employ  our  lives  and  fer- 
vices  at  your  pleafure ;  for  I  am  well  af- 
fured  that,  it  is  in  you  only  that  my  fove- 
reign  will  think  himfelf  honoured  or  ne- 
glefted/*    Thus  faying,  he  delivered  Ar- 
•  fidas's  letters,  the  contents  of  which  were 
to  the  fame  effcift  as  his  relation  j  which 
having  rbad»  "  What  (faid  ArgenisJ^  fliall 

>     we 
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we  think  is  bccbme  of  your  king  ?-^If  he 
had  efcapcd  the  fury  of  the  ftorm,  c^  you 
think  any  man  w^ld  have  been  more  dili- 
gent than  himfelf  to  bring  an  account  of 
his  fafety  and  defigns  ?"— -Gobrias,  though 
not  entirely  free  from  fears  of  the  lame 
kind,  alledged  many  reafons  to  avert  her 
fufpidons  of  a  fhipwreck. —  "  My  lord, 
laid  he,  fails  not  with  two  or  three  fhips 
only,  he  is  attended  by  more  than  fifty 
fail ;  and  though  the  admiral's  Ihip  (which 
gofls  forl»d !)  Ihoiild'  have  been  call  away 
in  ,the  ftorm,.  would  not  fo  many  foldiers 
and  failors  have  lent  their  hands  and  ven* 
tured  their  lives  to  carry  their  beloved 
prince  on  board  another  ? — but  it  is  not 
likely  that  the  whole  navy  Ihould  be  loft. 
Or  thofe  who  efcaped  the  wreck  would  by 
this  time  have  been  the  reporters  of  fuch 
fatal  news. — Fame  is  always  cruelly  fpeedy 
in  bringing  an  account  of  misfortunes, 
much  more  fo  than  fuch  nev/s  as  we  delire 
to  Aear ; — but  left  we  Ihould  torture  our- 
felves  with  needlefs  fears,"  confider  the 
gallics  that  I  have  brought  hither,  tliey 
E  6  have  - 
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have  all  felt  the  iame  ftorm  with  the  king^ 
yet  not  one  of  them  hath  been  caft  away*^ 

*I  am  therefore  perfuaded^  that  either  my 
king  is  thrown  upon  fome  diftant  coaft^ 
or  elfe  that  he  ftays  to  repair  his  (hips  and 
take  in  freih  (lores  i  for  he  brings  a  land^ 
army  as  well  a&  fhips  for  fea-fervicc,— 
Within  a  few  days»  I  doubt  not.  Oh 
queen  !  but  you  fhall  fee  the  coaft  of  Si* 
cily  covered  with  brave  and  aftive  men» 
who  flially  by  their  zeal  for  your  fervice^ 
reproach  thofe  who  are  more  backward  m 
paying  due  honours  to  your  virtue,  though 

'  born  among  them,  than  we  that  are  ftrait^ 
gers  and  foreigners/* 

The  lady  was  cheered  by  thefe  hopes, 
yet  was  (he  not  free  from  doubts  and  fears 
of  the  fatety  of  Poliarchus. — She  longed 
to  queftion  Gobrias  more  particularly  con-  ^ 
ccming  many  things  to  which  flie  was  yet 
a  ftranger  5  for,  lb  long  as  Poliarchus  was 
the  fubjeft  of  the  difcourfe,  the  power  of 
love  made  both  ferious  and  trivial  things 
pkafmg  to  her  ^  but  the  time  would  not 

admit 
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admit  of  it^  lior  yet  die  cutiofity  of  her 
attendants,  who  began  to  ^w  inquifitive 
what  bufinefs  it  could  be  that  held  her  ib 
long  in  conference  with  thisftranger.  When 
therefore  he  repeated  the  offer  of  his  ferv  ice$» 
•*.  I  will,  faid  flic,  confidcr  what  is  beft  to  b* 
done  for  the  fervice  of  your  king.  I  would 
have  you  convcrfe  chiefly  with  Eurimedes^ 
to  whom  I  wilt  reconimend  your  friend- 
ihip ;  and  do  you  ptetend  fome  probable 
feaibns  for  remaining  upon  this  coafl,  I 
will  fecond  them  to  my  father,  and  I  wiH 
alio  find  out  Ibme  way  to  fee  and  Q)eak 
with  you  frequently  without  fulpiciom** 

After  his  departure,  Timoclea  enquir- 
ing what  was  his  bufinefs, ^**  No  great 

matter  (faid  Argenis)  except  perhaps  he 
hath  not  fully  opened  his  mind,  not  caring 
to  be  importunate  at  his  firft  audience- 
He  acknowledged  the  generous  treatment  ^ 
he  had  received,  and  defired  leave  to  bring 
one  of  his  fhips  into  the  harbour,  which 
hath  on  board  goods  of  great  value  that 
have  i€(;eived  damage  in  the  itorm  at  fea^ 

^hich 
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wHich  mafjT  he  raconroed ;  in  tkiiaSair  he 
^efited  m^  interceffian  with  the  king/' 
After  this  ihe  retired  to  her  apartment 
and  iending  for  Einimedesy  Ihe  ddked 
him  to  take  care  of  the  ftranger's  enter- 
taininent ;  and,  the  better  to  conceal  her 
flefigns  ^^  I  touft  (faid  flie)  make  him  a 
xetum  of  equal  value  with  the  {M^fent  he 
brought  me  ^  and  till '  I  have  prepared 
one,  let  him  not  make  re^dy  to  depart; 
you  may  perfuade  him  to  prolong  his  ftay 
by  inviting  him  to  hunt,  or  making  par-. 
ties  of  pleafure  for  him  :  once  again,  Eu* 
rimedes,  I  charge  you  that  he  go  not  away 
without  your  giving  me  notice  of  it." 

When  fhc  had  difmiflcd  him  with  thefe 
inftruftions,  and  tshe  night,  under  the  ap- 
pearance of  reft,  gave  liberty  to  renew  her 
cares,  (he  reflefted  upon  the  various  events 
that  had  befallen  her,  and  refolvcd  to  aft 
as  became  a  queen.  She  was  affured  by 
Gobrias's  fleet,  and  the  letter  from  Arfi- 
das,  that  PoliarchuSj  if  he  were  living, 
would  not  be  long  abfcnt ;  and  if  fo,  fhe 

muft 
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muft  therefore  thiidc  on  means  t6  prefer^ 
berfdif  aiive  for  him ;  bi^t  if  he  were  ^ead^ 
flie  refolved  not  to  farvrre.     But  upo» 
what  grounds  or  reafon  could  Gobiias's 
fleet  ftay  fo  long  upon  the  coaft  of  Si- 
cily ?— yet  this  was  neceffary,  in  order  to 
iecond  her  intentions ;  for  flic  had  relblv-. 
ed,  if  Archombrotus  returned  before  (bfi 
had  any  certain  tidings  of  Poliarcbus,  flie 
would  privately  efcape  to  the  fleet,  and 
with  them  either  fail  for  Gallia,  or,  draw-^ 
ing  together  her  friends  in  Sicily,  oblige 
her  father  to  give  up  the  marriage  (he  was 
averfe  to.     At  length  fhe  contrived   a 
fcheme  for  her  purpofe.     The  next  morn- 
ing early  flie  went  to  the  king ;  and  la- 
menting the  weak  ftate  of  Sicily,    told 
him  ftie  feared  left  Radirobanes,  hearing 
that  Archombrotus  with  the  ftrength  of 
Sicily  was  gone  to  Africa,   might  feize 
th^t  opportunity  to  attempt  the  rape  he 
formerly  defigned-,  or  clfe  to  niake  de- 
fccnts  on  Sicily ;   that  therefore  it  would 
be  the  befl:  and  wifeft  courfc  to  hire  the 

Gauls, 
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Gauls,  y^ho  feemed  fent  by  the  favour  of 
ibme  piocefting  god  to  guard  the  coafts 
€f  SicUy ;  that  if  they  fhould  be  attacked, 
Skily  might  be  fited  from  danger  with 
the  lo(s  of  foreign  blood:  that  the  ne- 
ceiBty  for  their  affiftance  would  not  laft 
above  a  months  in  which  time  they 
fhould  hear  certain  news  both  of  Ar- 
chombrotus  and  Radirobanes.  That  the 
Gauls  had  not  yet  finifhed  the  repairing 
of  their  fliips^  and  therefore  would  will- 
ingly liften  to  the  propofal  of  ftaying  a 
ihort  time,  with  an  offer  of  reward  for 
their  trouble :  **  And  (faid  ftie)  they  arc 
not  fo  few  as  to  be  unable  to  affift  us,  nor 
fb  nmny  that  Sicily  ifaould  need  to  fear 
them,  if  from  auxiliaries  they  fhould  turn 
enemies."  After  fhe  had  thus  brought 
over  her  father  to  her  wifhes,  fhe  fcnt 
privately  for  Cleobuhis  and  Eurimedes, 
and  fpoke  to  them  to  the  fame  effeft : 
and  when  they  argued  againft  it,  faying 
it  was  not  good  to  truft  to  ftrangers,  and 
that»  if  there  was  need,  Sicily  could  de- 
fend 
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fend  herielf,  Argenis  fpoke  more  plainly. 
**  If  (faid  ihe)  this  is  not  thought  ne- 
cefiary  for  the  fafety  of  Sicily,  yet  I  will 
have  it  to  fecure  me  from  /ny  fears.— 
I  have  already  brought  the  kiog  to  be 
of  my  opinion,  and  I  will  never  look 
\jpon  him  as  my  friend  who  advifes  him 

to  the  contrary.*' After  this  neither 

of  them  prefumed  with  unfeafonable  wif- 
dom  to  contradift  her  who  fpoke  her  de- 
fires  with  the  authority  of  a  command. 
They  were  therefore  forward  in  pcrfuading 
the  king,  when  Argenis  was  prefent,  to 
invite  Gobrias  to  take  upon  him  the  guard 
of  the  coaft.  "  Since  (faid  the  king) 
you  all  approve  of  this,  do  you,  Euri- 
medes,  fpeak  to  this  man,  and  know  if 
he  can,  without  prgudice  to  his  afiFairs, 
remain  here  for  a  fhort  time ;  we  will  af- 
terwards think  on  the  conditions.** 
Eurimedes  doing  as  he  was  commanded, 
fpund  Gobrias  eafily  intreated ;  for  he 
perceived  this  contrivance  proceeded  from 
Argenis :  he  therefore  prcxnifed  his  fervice 

for 
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for  a  month)  <mly  he  was  difpfeafed  Bt 
the  mention  of  pay ;  for,  in  order  to 
gain  their  efteem,  he  offered  his  affifbince 
freely^  as  a  pkdge  of  his  frieiidfhq>  and 
gratitude^ 


CHAP. 
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Arjiias  lands  in  Mauritania  \  he  is  enter-^ 
tained  hy  a  governor y  and  learns  news  cf 
PcUarcbus ;  he  eats  freely  of  iced  fruits^ 
falls Jiek^  and  lofes  his  letters. 

IN  this  ftate  were  affairs  in  SicjUy,  while 
Arfidas  in  his  galley  rowed  along  xhf^ 
coaft  of  Africa  \  he  fent  his  boat  into  every 
creek,  enquiring  whether  they  had  fcen 
a  fleet  of  foreign  fhips  pais. by,  or  whether 
any  ftrapger  had  been  thrown  by  tl;e  late 
ftorm  upon  their  coafls;  and  nqw.  h? 
grew  tired  of  Iqfing  his  labour,  ,being 
troubled  befidcs  with  the  fcorching  heats 
which  the  fouth-wind  brought  from  the 
burning  faAds,  when  fortunately  he  came 
to  the  coaft. ojf  Mauritania,  and  put  into  ^ 
hart)Qur  within  a  mile  of  agpod  town;  It 
happened  th^i;  the  goyeri>o?  pf .  th^t  place 
wasr  then  walking  near  the  harbour^  who 
was  a  man  of :  high  ffp^^e  bpth  fof  wifdoqi 
and  valour^,  he  feei|]i§ Arfidas^  whomix)ti) 
'     "  by 
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by  his  face  and  habit  he  difcovered  to  be  a 
ilranger,  came  and  faluted  him  in  a  moft 
courteous  manner,  and  both  for  the  du- 
ties of  his  place  and  the  refpedts  of  hu- 
manity enquired  his  country  and  bufincfs. 
And  when  Arfidas,  to  avoid  long  difcourfe, 
anfwered  briclSy  that  he  was  a  Gaul,  be- 
caufe  he    came  in  a  Ihip  of  Gallia,  in- 
ftantly  the  Mauritanian  came  forward  and 
embraced  him,  faying,  "  It  is  enough,  my 
dear  gueft,  for  us  to  hear  but  the  name  of 
GaHia!-" — We  are  all  indebted  to  you  for       I 
our  lafety. — Come,  I  bcfeech  you,  with       | 
me  to  the  city  and  refrcfh  yourfclf  after       I 
your  voyage  arid  ftore  your  galley  with       | 
frcfh  provifions !" — Arfidas  was  amazed  at       ' 
this  friendly  reception  in  a  ftrange  and  un- 
known country  5  he  therefore  ordered  his       | 
men  to  land,  and  the  governor  giving       | 
him  the  right  hand,  and  receiving  the  ut-       1 
moft  refpeft  from  the  natives,  he  fet  for-       I 
ward  to  the  town ;  but  thinking  he  fhould 
be  difcovered  not  to  be  a  Graul,  and  that 
he  might  not  ufurp  the  honours  paid  to 
bthcrs,  Jie  fet  the  governor  right  by  in- 

fiDraiing: 
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forming  him  that  he  was  a  Sicilian,  and 
that  all  his  men  were  Gauls,  but  that  be^ 
caufe  he  was  in  fearch  of  their  king,  he 
reckoned  himfelf  as  one  of  them ;  "  What^ 
faid  the  governor,  do  you  feek  that  king  of 
Gallia,  without  whofe  help  all  we  Mauri^ 
,tanians  had  fallen  under  the  yoke  of  fo- 
reign flavery  ?" — All  this  was  matter  of 
the  higheil  aftonifhment  to  Arfidas,  33 
being  i^orant  of  all  that  Poliarchus  had 
done  in  that  country ;  therefore  that  neither 
the  governor  nor  himfelf  might  miftake 
each  other,  he  direAly  enquired  wHat  had 
lately  befallen  them,  and  what  favours  the 
Mauritanians  had  received  from.the  Gauls^ 
faying.  That  he  himfelf  had  been  driven  by 
the  winds  to  the  furtheft  parts  of  Africa, 
and  was  ignorant  of  what  had  lately  paiTed. 
The  governor  then  informed  him  in  how 
infolent  a  manner  Radirobanes  began  thr 
war,  and  how,  as  if  by  the  appointment 
^  of  the  gods,  the  king  of  Gallia  with  his 
.  army  arrived  here,  the  fuccels  of  the  war, 
and  the  various  events  that  had  happened 
within  fo  fliort  a  time  •,  but  he  dwelt  long 

upon 
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tipbn  die  death  of  Radirobanes,  how  fiiarp 
the  combat  was,  and  the  event  loi^  doubt- 
ful, and  laftly,  how  the  conqueror  was 
<}angeroufly  wounded;  but  when  ki  the 
txmrfe  of  his  relation  Arfidas  h^rd  that 
Radirobanes  fell  by  the  hand  of  the  king  of 
Gallia,  he  could  no  longer  conceal  Ms  joy, 
but  difcovercd  by  his  countenance  that  his 
gladnefs  was  not  counterfeited.  **  Is  then 
Radirobanes  flain,  faid  he-— the  proud  king 
of  Sardinia?— and  ^by  the  hand  of  rihc  king 
of  Gallia  ? — in  whofe  behalf  that  I  may  not 
rejoice  in  vain,  teH  me,  noble  Sir,  his  name;^ 
then  the'Mauritanian  faid,  "  He  hath  two 
names,  which  have  occafioned  Ibme  mis- 
takes both  to  myfclf  and  others,  ibmes- 
times  his  oWn  people  call  him  Pofiarchus, 
and  others  Aftroriftes.** 

At  this  account  Arfidas  fhewed  foch 
cxceffive  joy,  that  he  drew  the  Maurita- 
nians  into  a  degree  of  the  fame  pafiibn  j 
he  forgot  the  labours  he  had  indured,  and 
cares  he  had  felt:  he  enquired  as  if. he 
had  been  talking  with  the  gods,  what 
fate,  what  fortune  brought  thcfe  two  ene- 
mies 
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mie^  t0  meet  in  Afdca  ^--^rotn  chafe  <tcn«- 
4M^ljdioBs  heiretunaod  tathe  prefent  00^ 
dUions,  enqiMring  ^^fi&Sntt  Poiiarcfaxis  ir&- 
tired  after  hi$  viftpry  ?  on  which  Juba.  (far 
fo  was  the  governor  eaUod)  rqplied.  That  he 
r«i^ ftiUin  therofal'Qic^ of  iLtKA,  ^t  y^ 
trecovcred  of  the  wefiipds  he  rectsived  in 
4he  b^litle,  arid  than  itiih  a*  good  horfe  a 
man  might  ride  thither  in  lour  days  tinoio. 
Thus  difcourfing  they  came  to  the.tilsjF, 
and  Atikias  defired  guidea  toihew  ihe  way 
toLixa;  but  Juba  tc6a&d  to.zBMk  him 
Oft  ]^n  Journey  till  theyJud  divided' die 
entrails  of  a  &crifice,  to  Jupiter  ,.the  hoX- 
hoipitable)   togedien     It  was    very  hot 
weadus*^  and'  Arfidas  was  carried  into  the 
gacddn,  where  in  the  ihade  they  vedined 
down  i^n  couches,  and  waited  ifor  the 
fea& ;  the  time  feemed  fliortened  by  |u- 
ba*s  pleafing  difcourfes  of  the  ^vent  of 
the  war,   and  the  vitStory  of  Poliarchus, 
:  tillat  length  the  tabk  nobly  furmfliedcalfted 
^dieiti  to  (finner.    Arfidas  wondered  at  4he 
fudden preparationfor fo plentiful  a feaft; 
but  nothing  furprized  him  fo  mudi  ^s 

certain 
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certain  appks  indofed  in  ice,  which  yet 
were  to  befeen  through  it»  of  their  natu- 
Tal  colours  \  thinking  he  was  deceived  by 
a  falfe  appearance  he  touched  them  ^th 
his  hand^  and  it  made  his  fingers  {o  cokl» 
that  he  could  not  doubt  but  that  it  was  real 
water  frozen;  he  then  tafted  the  apples  and 
found  they  retained  their  natural  tafte,  only 
that  they  chilled  the  palate  with  extreme 
cold. 

Juba  was  extremely  delighted  to  iee  his 
gueft  in  fuch  admiration  ^  he  invited  him 
to  leave  wondeni^  and  fall  to  eating  ^  but 
Arfidas,  fmiling,  afked  him  by  what  de- 
vice he  had  got  fnow  out  of  JScy thia  to 
cool  the  apples  of  Africa.  "  To  increafc 
your  wonder,  faid  Juba,  when  you  entered 
the  garden  thefe  apples  were  hailing  on 
the  trees,  and  that  which  is  now  ice  was 
then  clear  water  running  out  of  th^ 
fpring.*'  Arfidas,  who  was  now  morp 
amazed  than  before,  afked  Juba,  by  what 
means,  pr  in  what  cave  nature  could  fo 
fuddcnly  transform  herfelf  ?  "  This,  faid 
the  ^vernor,  is  a  new  invention  to  call 

back 
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%adc  b^  ait  winter  in  the  tnidft  of  {utxir 
mevy  which  I  will  tell  you  after  you  have 
«afte4  our  wioe/'  -  Aa  JEgyptian  boy^ 
j^ceientfd  them  with  fi»me  wine  in  a  cup 
an  like  m^nnqr  made  of  the  ice;i  the  wine 
^ing  drank  the  boy  da(hed  the  cup  againit 
^  ground  Arfidas  was  forry  that  a  cup 
4b  preciovis  for  fummer  fliQuld  be  fo  Iboa 
-deftroyed  **  Be  not  difpleafed,  faid  Ju- 
b%  it  is  our  fafhion  to  have  freih  cups 
^  every  draught,  and  we  hold  it  mean 
And  impolite  to  bring  them  twice  to 
tablf*  Arfidas  could  eat  no  mtore  for 
aeagerncfe  to  know  by  what  art  they 
came  to  reach  the  pcffeftion  of  nature; 
when  prdently  they  brought  in  moulds  of 
brafs  in  &\^eral  forms  of  bowls,  cups, 
plates,  and  all  kinds  of  veflels  for  fetting 
out  a  banquet :  "  Thcfc,  faid  Juba,  are 
the  moulds  wherein  the  water  is  frozen^ 
every  one  is  fo  fitted  to  its  cover  that  the 
{ides  touch  them  in  all  parts  except  b, 
little  hole  by  which  the  water  is  poured 
in^  after  the  manner  of  melting  tio  or 
lead,  then  we  put  them  into  a  wWdeii 
Vol.  IV.  F  veaa» 
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'veflel,  whofe  bottom  is  firft  covered  with 
.    bay-falt  and  then  with  fnow,  which  we 
have  prefcrved  upon  ftraw  in  deep  caves 
all  the  year  round ;  upon  the  top   and 
all  round  the  moulds  we  heap  fnow  and 
fait  by  turns  j  the  water  in  thefe  moulds' is 
frozen  to  ice  by  the  fnow,  and  the  fait 
keeps  it    from   melting  again ;  in   three 
hours  time  the  water  is  congealed,    and 
the  fruit  in  it  like  the  apples  you  fo  much 
,  admire.     This  kind  of  cold  is  very  re- 
freftiing    to  us,     who    are  fainting  with 
heat,  and  it  is   the   more  delightful  for 
the  novelty,  being  but  lately  difcovered 
by  fome  lyxurious  tafte,    for  gratifying 
^his  appetite  and  curiofity. 

Arfidas  being  delighted  with  this  nar- 
ration, overcharged  his  weak  ilomach 
with  thefe  frozen  fruits,  and  withal  drank 
-freely,  and  ftill  out  of  ice  cups,  tlie  ex- 
treme cojdnefs  increafing  his  thirft,  though 
Juba  adyifed  him  to  forbear,' telling  him 
•they  were  dangerous,  unlefs  ufed  with 
moderation:    but    after  they   were  rifen 

from 
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<linner/  at«d  Arfidas  fpoke  with  contempt 
;cff  wine -hot  cooled  in  this  manner,  hfc 
felt  ill  hiij  nerves  by  degrees  relaxed  to 
ia^iHg,  irifbthuch  that  calling  his  Ao- 
mach,  his  life  was  almoft  ready  to  fol- 
low it.  Juba  was  moved  with  fear  as 
well  as  pity,  left  he  (hould  be  thought  to 
'  have  defigned  his  death  by  this  method ; 
he  fpared  no  pains  to  recover  him  ;  he  en* 
couraged  Arfidas,  ujged  the  phyficians, 
charged  his  own  and  Arfidas's  fervants  t6 
take  the  utmoft  care  of  him,  for  fame,  that 
delights  to  report  the  worft  of  every  things 
gave  out  that  Arfidas  was  at  the  point 
of  death. 

While  his  fervants  and  followers  were 
amazed  at  this  fudden  misfortune,  a  cer- 
tain hireling  of  his  took  the  opportunity 
to  fteal  from  him  fomething  of  no  fmall 
confequence.  There  was  a  filken  bag 
which  Arfidas  kept  fowed  under  his 
cloaths  ;  this  pilfering  Greek  guefled 
it  contained  fomething  of  great  value : 
while  they  were  taking  off  his  cloaths, 
F  2  and 
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•Jow  csune»  «nd  wider  f««tmQe  ef  d<Miig 
bia>-ferviic<^  ftole  smtcy  t^  hag*  fi^diviuJlB 
^  reft  were  empl<^  at^QHP  hi^  mdob 
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CHAP,    VII. 

^he grief  of  Arjtdas  mfnifnlg  bis  letters,'^ 
Pborbas  carrying  them  to  Poliarchus^  by 
an  artful  ft  ory  gets  a  tfwardr  ^^  ^f^^p^^ 
undifcovered. 

WHEN  thcvteknceof  thcficknefs^ 
abated^  and  Arfidas  recovered  his 
Ipeech^  he  enquired  of  the  phyficians  what 
they  thought  of  his  danger,  and  when  he 
fhould  be  able  to  travel  ?— They  told  him 
tlierc  were  good  figns  of  his  recovery,  but 
that  his  ftomach  and  nerves  being  difor- 
dercd'with  cold,  and  afterwards  inflamed 
by  the  fever-,  required  fome  reft  y  and  he 
might  think  himfelf  happy,  if  His  ficknefs 
did' not  hinder  his  journey  above  four  days* 
He  repining  that  he  Ihould  be  forced  to 
delay  at  fuch  a  time,  turning  to  Juba^ 
laid  :  *♦  It  were  a  fin,  that  by  my  misfor- 
tune the  letters  fhould  be  kept  any  longer  , 
from  king  Poliarchus,  which  I  fhou|d  de- 
Kver  to  him^— If  you  will  provide  me  with 
F  3^  a  guid^ 
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a  guide  to  the  court,  I  will  fend  them  by 
one  of  my  own  people ;  then  fliall  I  with 
more  patience  wait  here  till  I  am  able  to 
travel."     Juba*  approved  of  this  detcrmi- 

,  nation,  and  told  him  he  could  procure  a 
guide  direftly  to  accompany*  any  whom 
he  chofe  to  fend  to  court.  Then  Arfidas 
began  to  fearch  for  the  bag  in  which  he 
kept  Argenis*s  letters  ;  when,  to  his  great 
furprize,  it  was  miffing,  and  eviery  man 
prefent  denied  he  hadfeen  it*:  immediately 
his  rage  and  fury  fupplying  him  with  the 
Ilrength  that  ficknefs  had  deprived  him 
of,  he  leaped  out  of  bed  in  fpite  of  the 
phyficians,  and  threatened  his  fervants  with 
death  if  they  did  not  reftore  his  precious 
charge.— He  urged  the  queftion  like '  one 
frantic,  calling  upon  gods  andmeh  to 
affift  him  ;  then  he  looked  upoo  the  Mau- 
ritanians  that  were  about  him  when  he  fell 
fick  with  a  fufpicious  eye. —  Then-  again 
fearching  his  apparel,  tearing  it  open,  and 
fometimes  tearing  his  hajr,  he  afked  which 
of  his  fervants  were  about  him  in  his  fick- 

i  nefs  ? — They  anfwered,  allof  them  thought 

it 
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it  their  duty  to  be  near  him  in  that  ex- 
tremity.    But  now  his.paffion  exhaufted 
the  ftrength  it  had  raifed,  and  threw  him 
down  much    weaker  than    before.     He 
could  hardly  be  recovered  by  ftrong  odours 
and  perfumes  from   fainting ;  and  when . 
he  was  able  to  fpeak,  "  Though  fortune 
(faid  he)  hath  call  me  down  by  the  grief 
of  licknefs  and  the  villany  of  thieves,  yet 
I  will  not  be  wanting  to  myfelf,  nor  my 
princes. —  Give  me  my  tablets,  I  will  this 
day  write  to  the  king,   and   within  two 
.days,  though   it  Ihould  be  at  the  hazard 
of  my  life,  I  will  begin  my  journey,  and 
be  carried  in  a  litter.     Call  hither  Phorbas 
inftantly,  I  will  fend  him  forward  with 
my  letters.'*    Now  it  was  that  very  Phor- 
bas,  who  had  run  away  with  the  packet* 
Some  went  to  feek  him  on  Ihip-board,  and 
others  all  over  the  town  -,  but  all  returned, 
bringing  word  that  their  labour  was  lofh' 
Inftantly  Arfidas  fufpefted  him   for  the 
thief,   yet  diflembKng  his  thoughts,    he 
commanded  them  to  return  to  the  port 
and  the  market-place  to  feek  him  again, 
F  4  which 
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which  they  did  to  no  purpofe.  Then  erf- 
ing  Juba  afide :  **  I  am  miieh  deceived 
(faid  he)  or  the  villany  <rf  my  own  fcr- 
vant  hath  caufed  me  all  this  veitation ;. 
for  why  (hoiild  he  hide  himfelf  at  fiich  a 
time  as  this,  except  having  gottea.  a  booty 
he  is  run  away  not  only  fisom  me^  bu€ 
out  of  this  country  ?—Iif  yow  love  Poli<^ 
archue,  revenge  the  injury  this  vfflatn  h^tb 
done  him !— Send  to  the  next  porta,  and 
give  orders  that  no  ftranger  (ball  be  re«- 
ceivcd  on  board  any  fhip. — But  dus  muft: 
be  done  with  all  fecrecy,  left  i£  he  finds: 
he  is  fought  jfor,^  hefcoiald,  bj  fome  cun- 
ning device,  elude  our  diKgeectL  In  the 
mean  time  I  will  cHiitoiblei  my  fuipicioi£» 
of  him,  thac  if  he  has  left  any  acceflTaries 
bebind„  they  may  be  deceived  Into  fccu- 
rity.  Juba  prcmiicd  to  be  very  carcfiil 
in  this  bufinefs>.  and  immediately  fent  meP 
^PS^xs  to  the  officers  of  the  neareft  ports^ 
and  wrote  to  the  governors  to  this  eifed, 

Phorbas  had  before  ^xpeded  all  this, 
and  knowing  his  deferts,  the  danger  fet  an 
cdg^  upon  his  wit  V  thereforej,  after  he  had 

got 
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got  off  with  his  booty,  his  firfl:  care  was- 
te exsmifie  it,  that  if  he  found  nothing 
worth  the  hazard,  he  might  carry  it  back- 
to  Arfi(^  and  pretend  that  he  took  it 
ffom  hiflfi  in  his  dangerous  ficknefi  only 
to  keep  it  the  more  fafelyr    But  behold  f 
as  foon  as  the  bag  was  opened,  a  Kttle 
chain  of  diamonds  faftened  together  with 
links  cf  ^Id,  and  three  rings  of  precious  • 
Hemes,:  folded  up  in  linen  to  prevent  the 
workmarifhip  of  them  from  being  hurt  by 
rubbing  together  :    at  the  bottom  were 
fome  pieces  of  coined  gold  that  Arfidas 
kept  againft  the   uncertain   accidents  of 
fortune.    Befide  thefe  were  the  letters,  far 
dearer  to  Arfidas  than  thefe  jewels,  being ; 
the  fame  that  were  fent  by  Ai^nis  to  Po- 
liarchus,  and  the  bufinels  of  his  jourhey 
thither.     Phorbas,   havings;  viewed  thefe  * 
things,    rejoiced  in  his  knavery;  for  the- 
gold  and  jewels, .  but  the  letters  troubled  - 
him  exceedingly.    He^faw  they^^cre  ad- 
dreflcd   to  Poliarchusj.  whence  or'  from^ 
whom  he  was  ignorant ;  but  he  feared  they' 
would  coft  him  more  troubte,   and  fend* 
F  5:  motec 
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more  purfucrs  after  him  than  cither  the 
gold  or  jewels.  He  durft  not  go  ta 
any  of  the  ports,  aflurihg  himfelf  they 
were  all  in  wait  for  him ;  the  land  pro- 
mifcd  him  as  little  fafety ;  nor  could  he 
think  of  any  means  to  cfcape  out  of  the 
country,  which  was  what  he  moft  defircd^ 
At  lall  his  own  danger  and  neceflity  drove 
him  upon  another  ftill  more  defperate 
undertaking ;  he  refolved  to  go  to  courts 
and  deliver  thefe  letters  himfelf  to  Poli- 
archu«  •,  and  by  a  frefh  aft  of  knavery 
feek  for  the  rewards  of  fidelity.  After 
he  had  contrived  the  whole  of  this  plot^ 
and  rcfdved  how  to  carry  off  his  artful 
ftory,  he  enquired  the  way  to  the  courts 
and  hired  fwift  hories  and  a  guide  to» 
conduftiiim  thither.  On  the  third  day 
he  came  in  fight  of  the  city  from  the 
top  of  a  hilly  then  fending  back  the 
guide  with  the  horfcs,  he  came  alone  ta 
the  guard  before  the  palace,  and  running 
himfelf  out  of  breath  on  purpofe,.  he  told 
them  with  much  impatience,  that  he  had 
bufinefi  of  the  utmoft  hafte  and  confe-^ 
4jucncc  with  king,  Poliarchus^  whereoa 
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Jie  was  brought  direftly  into  the  caftkr 
^  It  happened  at  that  time,  that  Poliar-. 
chiis.  after  long  waking  was  difpofed  to 
fleep,  and  could  not  well  be  fpoken 
with  V  but  Phorbas  being  brought  to  Ge« 
I^norus^  told  him  boldly,  that  his  buG-' 
nefs  was  of  great  moment,  and  required 
hafte.  Being  afked  who  he  was,  and  what 
news  he  brought,  he  faid  he  fhould  give 
account  to  none  but  the  king.  '^  I  come 
from  Sicily  (faid  he)  and  fear  that  this 
delay  injures  the  bufinefs  I  come  upon. 
for  which  I  have  almoft  burfl:  mjr  heart 
with  running." 

The  name  of  Sicily,,  and  the  impatience^ 
of  the  meffen^er,  fcemed  to  Gelanorus; 
fufEcient  reafon  to  waken  Poliarchus  •,  he 
therefore  came  fofdy  to  his  bed-fide,  left' 
he  Ihould  furprize  him ;  and  having  by 
coughing,  and  the  motion  of  his  feet,  firft: 
awakened  him,  faid  :  "  Sir,  hei*e  are  letters^ 
from  Sicily,  the  bearer  is  in  great  hafle,, 
and  defires  that  he  may  fpeak  with  your- 
felf."— Poliarchus  ftayed  not  to  hear  more^ 
but  fat  up  in  his  bed,,  and  commanded  the: 
jaaeiJenger  to  be  admitted  immediately^ 
F  6  Thta 
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Then  Phorbas,  wkh  amazii^  iinpudence;^ 
entered  the  chamber^  ni^iich^  next  to  the' 
pre&nce  of  the  gods,  he  ought  to  haver 
feared ;  and  began,  the  fabulous  ftory  he  . 
iiad  coined  for  the  occafion :  ^  Tarn,  oh^ 
king  f  one  of  Affidas's  friends  (faid  he) 
who  came  with  Mm  from  Sicily.    After* 
ifeeking  you  a  long  time,  at  lad  dire£i:ed> 
by  the  feme  of  your  viftbry,  he  took  his 
cowie  hither.    We  were  not  far  from  this^- 
eoaft,  when  three  pirates  barks  came  up- 
witii  xm^  and  as  we  were  unprepared  for 
defence,  and  the  majority  were  of  opinion^ 
to  yield  without  making  any  refiftancc,, 
Arfidas  was  thus  betrayed  into-  the  hands^ 
of  the  pifates,  t(^ether  with  all  his  bag-- 
gage  and  fervantc, ;  but  they,.not  contented  - 
with  the  ipoil  of  our  Ihip,.  fought  after^ 
greater  booty ;  and  the  captain  of  them,^ 
holding  his  da^er  to  t&e  breail  of  Ar-  < 
fidas,  faid :  "  I  perceive  by  thy  habit  and- 
equipage,  that  thou  art  a  man  of  wealth  ^ 
and  power  j  therefore,,  unlefs  thou  layefc 
down  three  talents,   I  will  prefently  cut- 
thy  throaty,  and  throw  t!hee  overboard."—- 

«*And: 


^  And  fir<>m  whence  (laid  Arfidw)  flioukK 
£  hift^mthree  taknta,  that  am  cteprivcd  both- 
rf^  tfieanis^  afld  liberty  ?•*—**  Yes  (faid  thr 
^iiate)  biit  when  1  enquired  whkhcr  thou. 
Waft  bound,  thou  toideft  nie  to  the  cowt? 
of  Mauritania ;  without  doubt  thou  haft, 
dierc  friends,  that  will  layr  down  three" 
talents  for  thee. — I  will  fct  at  liberty/ oner 
rf  thy  people  upon  this  condition,  that; 
briefs  he  return  within'  three  days^  andi 
bring  the  ranfom  I  deniand,  thou  fhak'^ 
certainly  die ;  but  think  not  to  put  a-tricki 
upon  us,  or  to  free  thyfeBF,  for  we  are  in> 
a  fituatioh  to  fee  all  round  us,  and  fecuredn 
from  all  danger  by  fea  and  land  j  if  there-  - 
fore  he  thou  fendeft-  bring  back  with  vhim^ 
any  bcfide  himfelf,  it  fhall  coft  thee  thy^^ 
life.>— Nay^  if  any  Mps  pafs  this  way,, 
though  but  by  chance,  thou-  IRalt  fufief' 
for  Fortune's-miftake/'^— Arfidas,  in^great: 
diftrefs^  looked  round  him,  and  at  lengths 
mailed  mt  to  him  :  **  See  (cried  he)  myf 
Ehorbasi .  the  confidence  I  put  in  thy  fide- 
lity.— Go  to  king  Poliarchus,  and  inform^ 
him  of  the  ftate  lam  in!.-— -He  will  not^ 
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Iparc  for  three  tafcnts  to  fave  my  life.—' 
To  take  away  all  doubts  of  thy  veracity, 
take  thefe  letters  (which  he  drew  out  of 
his  bofom)  and  give  them  to  the  king^ 
They  are  diredled  to  him,  from  whom  it 
concerns  thee  not  to  know.  I  give  them 
to  thee  not  only  for  a  token  that  thou 
comcfl:  from  me,  but  alfb  that  they  may 
not  mifcarry,  in  cafe  the  pirates  deal 
cruelly  by  me." — With  this  charge,  oh 
king  !  I  have  reached  this  place  ia  a  day 
and  half,  and  have  juft  fo  much  time 
limited  for  my  retur%  if  you  defire  ta  fee 
Arfidas  alive. 

With  thefe  words  he  delivered  Argenis's. 
letters  to  Poliarchus,  who,  when:  he  faw 
the  feal  of  Argenis,  trembled  with  joy,, 
hope,  and  fear  -^_  yet,  being  greatly  snoved 
at  the  danger  of  Arfidas^  he  faid,  while 
he  opened  the  letters :  "  Qh  thou  to  whom 
the  life  of  Arfidas  is.  entrufted  ! — if  thou. . 
art  diligent,  and  reftpre  him  to  me  in 
fafety,  be  afllired  that  thou  not  only  car- 
rieft  three  talents  to  the  pirates,  but  an? 
anople  fortune  to  thyfclf,  fo  mindful  will 

Ibe 
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I  be  of  thy  good  fervices.  Do  you,  Ge«. 
knorus,  with  all  fpeed,  give  him  as  mucb 
gold'  as  is  neceflary.  It  might  have  beenr 
told  out  already;  difpatch  him  initkntlyj. 
left  the  pirates  Ihould  grow  more  crueL 
— But  think  you,  that  we  might  not,  witb 
fafety  to  Arfidas,  fend  after  thefe  villains,, 
and  bring  them  from  their  Ihips  to  the: 
gallows?" — Phorbas  ftarted  at  the  menv 
tion  of  the  gallows,  which  he  had  fo  well 
deferved ;  andclafping  his  hands  together;, 
and  flaring  upon  him  earneftly.  Take  care^ 
oh  king! — take  care  how  you  harbour- 
any  fuch  thoughts  ! — Thefe  robbers  have 
light  and  fwift  failing  barks ;  they  have 
fe»-room  enough,  and  upon  the  leaft  ap~ 
pearance  of  any  ftiip  they  would  throw 
Arfidas  overboard,   and  by  flight  efcape 

your  revenge ^And   now  Poliarchus;' 

opened  and  read  the  letters;  he  faw  the- 
hand  of  Argenis,  but  the  contents  were 
of  a  raielaneholy  nature.     The  treachery 
of  Selenifla,;  and  her  miferabk  end  ;— the 
wickednefs  of  Radirobanes,  who  thoucrht 

k  m  crime  to  dcfaiiie  a  lady's  clwftity. 

But 


J5^    the:  phcenix: 

But  that  hewas  panifhedy.aiid  by  hh  InM 

vartivie  wat  thcanc  againft  Atchombrotus  ? 
— >-Meleandor  urging  the  marriage^  and  a^ 
reprieve  cf  twa  months  hardfy  obtained 
for  Argenis  t-*-But  when  he  caft  his  eye 
upon  the  d«e  of  the  letter;  he  found  that 
die  timewasi  elapfed  within  which  he  muft: 
Teturn,  or  Argenis  pcrilh.  Then  he  began 
tb  ac9ufe  himftlf — to  rave  at  the  ilorm-^ 
and  to  deteft  Africa,  for  the  prefervation 
-of  which  he  had  ruined  himfelf.— ^ut  the 
force  of  all  his  refcntment  and  execrations 
centered  in  Archonibrotus. — "  fwill  (faid 
Ke)  preierve  myfelf  for  thy  deftnitftbn,. 
thou  moft  hateful,  moft  mifchievous  of 
aUmy  rivals !— I  will  fhare  the  fate  of 
Argenis,  but  I  will  firft  have  the  corifo- 
Iktion  to  be  revenged  on  thee ;  death  itfelf 
(ball  hardly  end  our  contention,  for  peace 
with  thee  I  will  neither  grant  nor  accept/*^ 
^  But  while  his  heart  throbbed  with  grief 
smd  refentment,  he  began  to  doubt  whe-- 
ther  the  refolution  of  Argenis  would  hold: 
firm  totbe  death  &€  had  j^rfilf^.--.H6i^^ 

itacurat^ 
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wafunil  U  it  tao  befoftd  of  life  t — How  wet- 
ceme  is  the  hand  that  flops  the  dagger 
akned  at  out  own  bofom  !  —  Suppofe  her 
father  contimied  obftinatc  !■— Suppofe  hc 
hififted  6a  tfie  marriage  !  — *The  day  of 
misfortunes  arriiT^es !— Could  he  find  in  his 
heart  to  wiih  th^  Argenis  might  peiifh ! 

BtiDg  in  much  greaser  pain  from  thefe^ 
tlldiuglits  tlu^fi^ni  hii;  wounds,  he  corav 
manded  Phbi^bas  ta  be  C£tlled,  who  was^ 
cihployed  in  tellirtg  out  the  money.— He: 
blamed  the  Aownefe  of  t^eir  voyage,  tlmt 
had  made  it  tii^'  months  before  he  heavd^ 
any  thing  of  Arfidas*  Phorbas.gave  hin»< 
a  true  account  of  all  their  hindrances  by^ 
thp  way,  how  they  were  forced  to  flay  at 
Cumae,  how  they  met  with  Gobrias,  and 
how  the  fleet  was  driven  by  theftorm  front 
the  coaft  of  Italy  to  Africa.  Poliarchus- 
was  as  g^ad  as  in  that  fituation  any  thing 
could  make  him  to  hear  tidings  of  Gobrias^ 
and  afked  what  was  become  of  him  ?  "  I 
heard  (faid  Phorbas)  that  he  was  gone 
for  Sicily ;  thefe  words  gave^a  glimpfe  of 
hope  to  the  afflidcd  lover. — But  (faid: 
•  ^  -'  Ehorbasi 
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Phorbas)  we  (hall  lofe  Arfidas  by  this  long 
delay — when  I  have  freed  him  from  the 
pirates,  he  will  give  you  a  more  certain 
account  than  I  can.'*  —  Poliarchus  com- 
mended his  aflfedion  and  fidelity,  and 
commanded  a  fourth  talent  to  be  given 
him,  that  Arfidas  might  befurnilhed  with 
money  for  his  prefcnt  occafions.  He  alio 
gave  Phorbas  an  excellent  horfe  fof  the 
greater  fpeed,  upon  which  he  mounted, 
and  m^ik  haftc  to  fome  remote  part  of 
Mauritania,  that  he  might  efcape  with  his 
booty  to  fome  diftant  country. 


CHAP* 
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CHAP.    VIH. 


m 


Poliarchus  prepares  to  go  into  Sicily.  Arfidas 
arrives  at  court.  His  furprize  at  hearing- 
news  of  Pborbas.    He  tells-tbe  truejtory.  ' 

POLIARCHUS,  though  fcarccly 
able  to  walk  for  his  wounds,  rcfolved' 
to  defer  no  longer  his  voyage  to  Sicily,' 
faying  he  could  reft  in  his  fhip,  and  have 
all  necefTary  care  and  attendance  for  his 
wounds  as  well  as  on  land.  Gelanoru$ 
difapproved  this  deternoination,  but  it  was 
to  no  purpofe  that  he  oppofed  it ;  but  they 
were  to  wait  for  Arfidas,  whom  Phorbas 
had  promifed  to  bring  thither  within  three 
days.  Gelanorus,  feeing  his  lord  fo  eagcrj 
to  be  gone,  and  commanding  evcay  thing! 
to  be  put  in  rcadinefs  for  his  departure^ 
obeyed  him  with  all  diligence.  The  cap- 
tains of  the  galleys  called  the  foldiers  and 
lailors  to  their  duty  and  pffices,  provifions 
were  (hipped,  and  they  only  waited  for 
orders  ta  fail  Hyanifbe  could  -not.  pre- 
vail 
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vail  upon  her  gucft  to  ftay  any  longer,. ' 
though  his  Wouilds  "^iro^ia  dJAdanger  his 
health  at  fea*.    She  knew  not  the  caufe  of 
his  ftiddefl  departuW,  aftd  was  afraid  o# 
Being  thought  too  curiotafly  tn^uifitivc.. 
He,  through  inquietude  of  mirtdi   was 
unable  to  take  any  reft,  fometimes  fearing 
d^  fate  of  Argenis;  thdn  boiling  wlOI 
hatred  and  rerengc  a^inft  Archombrotus^ 
Thifi  eight's  uneafmefs'  greatly  iikrreafed 
Ris  difordeiv  y^t  he  labouiied  to  hide  his 
indifpofitianv  bylpeaking  cheerfully,  left 
he  Ihould  be  hindered  by  the  general  voice. 
of  hi&pcfo^le  from)  hazarding  his;  life  upotn 
the  feas. 

^  ft  was  m^  two  days  fince  the  de]paitll«f 
rf  Fhotbas,  when  Gelanorus,  coming  out 
of  the  king'&  cKamberi  met  wifh  Arfidasi- 
He  was  niuch  altered  by  fickncft  and  vey- 
atian,  thou^he  had  itJcovered  his  ftrength: 
fooner  than  the  phyftciaret  expefled^  send 
tihe  morning  after  Phorbas  was  mifling^ 
nentured  to  bcgia.  his  journey  in  a  litt^*- 
After  the  firft  day  he  proctc-ded  on  horfo- 
liack,^  not  regarding  himfelf,,  nor  the  fa#- 

.     tigue: 
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Ui 


Jfigue  .of  hkjbiifinc9v  thriMgh  ^^ief  £pr  die 
Jo&ofhf&let&uss.   Hia  thcaightarwejae^m- 
^loy^  yehich  way  he  flioidd  purfue  Ac 
viUaby  widi  what  wodls  he  Jfaodld  ejeask 
Umidf  to  Poliarchtts^  or  wkk  "what  faw 
lie  diould^  ^pear  faefitfre  his  prbcefi  ?-** 
Op[^pefled  wii^  thefe  carcs^  he  miered^the 
^akce^  and  was  €OiMluS»d  teethe  af^n- 
inent  of  Foliarchus.     Gi^QcmKi,  iceiiig 
&im:iponcr  thaa  heexpedted,  wa^  rejoiced: 
•^  1  win  not  iuf&r  any  man  hvt  inyidf 
(iaid  he)  to^sarry  the^ewsof  your  aivhzai 
fp  die  king ;  I  wall  go  mdcBtj^fort  him 
mth«he  good  tidings^*' m?^  Stnjf^lrqdMl 
Aarfvkfl)  tpdkfi  noie  lirft  ifisnumi:  yqu  with 
vfl^  nuAfojrfmiea  kf.  <^  liT^qr/'-HSkillOf tis» 
thUikmg  he  iKACkt  tq  r^^  iIm^  A$ry  ^' 
hi?  c^^vity,  wd  the  9«P^bi$&  ®jf  ilfep 
])kafie«»  aofweiiedy  «^  Welfi^ow  dicni^aUi^. 
yxm  imyttCmr^  itbiii^el^POB  %  the  King/' 
*^ Witi  thcfc  words  he  fli|Jj)pdr  away  from 
^jrfK^  ^  xan  to  coinmum<:^e  hU  joy 
fa  PxxUarchus,  who  was  aftonilhed,  an^ 
highly  commended  the  dUig^cs  of  ^hon- 
|b^,  who  had  j^  foon  freed  A^fi^fyqf^ 

thj5 
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.the  pirates.    He  ordered  huti  to  ^r^ 
-mitted,  and  held^oui:  his  amis,  to  etnbfack 
him.     Arfldas  would  havei  kneeled,  this 
being  the  firft  tithe  he  had.^faluted  him  as 
a  nion&jrch;   but  Poliarcbu^  960uid.  not 
fufifer  him.    But  now  they  weile  both  for 
ribme  tkne  in  an  error  i  Poliarchus  fpeak- 
ing  of  what  Phorbas  bad  told,  him  con- 
cerning the  pirates;  and  Arfida$,  fuppoling 
he  had  fpokcn  of  Phorbas's  villany,  was 
\  in  amazetncnt  by  wJiat .  means  he  fliould 
*know  fo  foon  of.  the  lofs  o£)iiis  letters. 
*'  The  gods,  my  Arfidas  (faid  the  king) 
have  been  gracious  to  us, :  that  after  the 
ftorm,  the  dangers  you  havie  paSbdy  and 
«the  robbers  yb\^  havefmet  with,  we  ha^ 
•you*  here  in '  ftfety > — Your-  misfortune 
cauied  me  more  grief  than  perhaps  it  did 
yourfelf.'**^  "^Sir  (faid  Arfidas)  my  great- 
eft  affliftioii^foV  my  lofs  was  to  think  how 
•mtich   you/^iild  fufFe'r  frorti  it. -i- Bat 
Xpardpri  ydfaf  Affidas)  it  ik  by  my  ill  for- 
tune/ ^and-^liot  infidelity,  'that*  you-  ire 
"wh>nged.-^K6t-  Ihould  T  Hive  dared  to 
^ionie  into  your  fight,   but'  tfet  I  knew 

your 
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your  prudence  woulcj  perceive  that  the 
fidelity  of  feryants,    and.  the  injuries  qf 
fortune,  are  not  in  the  power  of  any  man.'* 
"  But  (interupted  Poliarchus)  what  is  it, 
my  Arfidas,  that  fhpuld  make  me  difpleafed 
with  you  ?— Is  it  hiecaufe  for  my  fake  yoii 
expofed  yourfelf  to  the  danger  of  the  winds 
and  feas  ? — For  me  you  have  fuffered  firft 
by  the  ftorm,  and  afterwards  by  the  pi- 
rates ?— But  where  is  our  good  Phorbas, 
by  rewarding  of  whom  I  will  fliew  the 
.world  how  highly  I  prize  your  fafety  ?" 
"  Would  to  heaven  (faid  Arfidas)  I  had 
that  , Phorbas  here  !   (thinking  ,t^  king 
ipoke  ironically)  he  fhould  by  his  punilh- 
ment  make   my  innocence  appear.-— But 
how  came  you,  my  lord,  fo.weIl  acquaihtcd 
with  the  name  of  Phorbas  ?7-t"  Becaufe 
(returned  he)  I  cannot  forget  the  nian, 
who,  with  fuch  care  and  fidelity,  managed 
your  affairs  and  mine. — Oh  that  you  had 
feen  him,  Arfidas  ! — how  impatient  he  was 
of  the  lead  delay,  left  it  fiiould  be  pre- 
judicial to  you— while  he  took  breath- 
while  the  gold  was  telling  out — while  at 

my 


144      THE    PHtENlK. 

my  requeft:  ht  gave  a  brief  account  of  y«(r 
.mi'sfortune  and  ifeuiger,  he  was  fo  per- 
plexed in  mind,  that  in  ail  his  looks^  w^rds, 
and  gefhires,  he  Aiewed  his  cagernefs  to 
^bc  gone  widi  aM  Ipced — But  which  way 
are  the  pirates  gone,  do  you  dimk  ?  if  wc 
ihould  fend  fliij>T  in  chace  of  them,  woarid 
it  be  pofEbie  to  overtake  Aem  ?^ — «  B«t 
what  pirates  are  thefe,  my  hrd^  faid  Ar- 
lidas?; — or  what  fideHty  is  this  pf  Fhop- 
bas's,  whom  if  l  could  once  light  upon, 
oh  ye  gods  !  I  would  not  firr  one  day  ftn'- 
bear  to  pay  what  i  owe  him  ?**—-«*  J  mean 
that  Hiorbas  (faid  the  king)  by  whom 
you,  being  then  a  priibner,  fent  thefe  your 
lady's  letters  to  me  5  what  is  the  reaibii 
you  feem  not  to  know  your/moft  &ith&l 
inend  ?  or  why  knowing,  are  you  imaged 
at  him  ?"— At  the  mention  and  fight  of 
the  letters  Arfidas  turned  pale,  and  was 
in'fuch  confufion  of  thoughts,  ti«it  fcr 
fomc  time  he  could  fey  nothing  but,  Hiavc 
you  then  the  letters  ?«-A-and  was  Phorbas 
the  bringer  of  them  ?— What  drsamsi^ 
what  pnxiigies  arc  thefe!— Then  after 

paufing 


THE    PH<ENIX.       ^45 

paufing  awhile  to  take  breath^- 1  could 
^moft  forgive  the  man,  cried  he,  as  he 
hath  not  quite  ruined  me ;  but  where  is 
he  ?**—*'  I  have  not  fecn  him,  faid  Poli- 
archus,  fincc  he  received  four  talents  of 
me,  to  cany  for  your  ranfom  to-the  pirate^- 
that  kept  you  prifonet,**'**  Ahj(faid  Arfidas.) 
I  was  no  man's  prifoncri— Oh  fubtle  con- 
trivance !-^Oh  match  for  Autolycus  !— 
Hath  lie  thenfgot  both  praife  and  reward 
for  his  treachery  ?— Afeer  robbing  me^ 
liath  he  ihea  ,put  this  ^trick  ipon  you  ?^. 
Then  hexelated  all  that  had  befallen  him^ 
!how  lie  iay  ilck  at  Juba's  lioufe,  how  he 
iiad  been  xd>bed  by  Phorbas,  and  that 
lie  ,C3mc  now  to  excufe  himfelf  fcr*  the 
iofs  of  -the  letters. from  .Argcnis.  Poli- 
archus  then  tt)ld  the  whofc  ftory  that  Phcir- 
Jbas  had  invented  of  his  captivity,  which 
pafied  not  without  laughter  on  both  fides^ 
*^  yet  I  forgive  him  (faid  he)  bccaufe  he 
brought  me  thefe  letters  for  my  four 
talents/* 

But  the  importance  (^  the  bufincfs  they 
had  to  confuk  about,    would  not  fuf&r 

Vol.  IV.  "      G  '      them 
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them  to  dwcH  any  longer  on  the  viHany 
of  Phorbas ;  therefore  drawing  Arfidas 
afide  from  the  company,  Poliarchus 
carneftly  enquired  after  the  health  of  Ar- 
genis.  **  Think  you  (enquired  he)  that 
unfortunate  lady  is  yej  living,  whom  I, 
againft  my  will,  have  rendered  miferable? 
—What  hope,  what  counfel  can'yougive 
me  ?— And  what  death  fhall  I  find,  bad 
enough  for  Archombrotus  ?i~I  ^ad  pur- 
|)ofed,  my  Arfidas,  'this  day  to  h$ve.  fet 
fail  frorp  Africa  v^but  my  wounds  the  night 
paft  are  grown  worf§  and  more  painftil, 
and  I  find  I  cannot  bear  the  tofling  of  die 
fea':  in  the  mean  time,  till  I  recover  my 
ftfeiigth,.  I  wm  commit  the  grcateft  J)art 
of  my  airmy  to  the  charge  of  you  and 
Qetanorus.  You  (hall  aft  for  your  princef?s 
fervlce  as  occaflon  may  arifc,  hoping  drat 
fortune,  who  hath  yet  forbore  to  do  her 
worft',  will*  fend  you  in  time  to  relieve  iier. 
I  will  follow  you  with  altpofftbie  exj)editioiTa 
and  either  by  my  viftory  or  my  death  vnR 
purchafe  my  peace.**  Arfidas  then  told 
hirW^aJl  that  Argeni^  had  given  in  charge, 

'and 
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and  related  all  other  accidents  that  had 
happened  fince  Poliarchus  left  the  ifland  % 
in  particular  he  gave  him  a  minute  ac- 
count of  the  contrivance  of  Radirobaii^ 
to  carry  off  Argenis,  of  the  fallhood  and 
unhappy  end  of  Selcniffav  ami  of  the 
king's  favour  to  Archombrotus,  and  his 
courtfliip  to  the  princefs ;  the  third  per- 
fon  who  afllfted  at  this  conference  was  Gc- 
knorus,  for  Poliarchus  acquainted  him 
with  aM  the  aftions  of  his  life,  never  keep-' 
ing  any  thiqg  from  hk  knowledge. 


G2  CHAP. 
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CHAP-    IX. 

Jlrchdnibrotus  arrives  in  Africa  \  the  meeting 
.  between  him  and  PoUcrcbus.    The  divi- 
Jions  between  their  followers  afpeafed  by 
the  wifdom  ofHyamJbe. 

WHILE  they  were  thus  determine 
ing  their  own  fate  and  that  of  Si-' 
cilj,  and  rdblving  above  aU  things  on  thc^ 
.  deHnidbion  K;]f  Ai^clioafiHotus,  Micipfa  was 
lent  from  Hyanifbe^  Poliarchus,  to  in- 
form him  that  her  fon  was  at  length  arrived 
>with  a  great  jBeet-,  and  that  as  foon  as  he 
«<came  to  court  he  would  lay  afide  aU  other 
bufinefs  to    pay    his  refpedls  ix)  him  ; 
iwhile  'he  s»z%  fpcaking    they  heard  the 
fnoife  of  ihe  joyful  acclamations,  and  the 
.people  flocked  to  the  port  and  to  the  pa- 
lace gate.     The  nobles  came  about  the 
.queen  and  intreated  her  to  fend  them  to 
receive  the  prince;    for  Archombrotus 
fent  a  pinnace  before  to  give  notice  of  his 
xoming,   and  followed  his   meflenger  fo 

clofely. 
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«iofely,  that  he  was  now  coming  on  fhore  r 
feme  (rfhis  fliips  came  to  an  anchor  in.the 
hiarbour,  others  went  up  the  river  againft 
the  tide.     The  ic^iers,^  who  thdught  they" 
eanie  to  fight,  complained  that  they  faw^ 
ftoappearanerofaneiremy.  Archombrotus; 
as  foon  as  he  was  landed,-  worlhipped  hi^ 
country  gods,  fiikitir^  the  earth  and  air 
where  firlt^hediteW'bfiefttb'^  he  then  kx>ked> 
»uixi*iipo(F^the  people,  who  welcomed 
him  with  Idud  fhouts  ^nd  acclamations^, 
and  faluted  them  with  a  cheerful  coun^ 
ttnance  and  affability  becoming  his  dig-- 
mty  i — he  thbn  turned  to  the  nolStes,  gir- 
iBg  them  his  hand,  which  they  killed,  ac-- 
knowledg^d  his  old  acquaintance,,  and  in  a 
brief  but  courtseous  manner  took  notice  of^ 
all.    He  was  forced  to  ftay  feme  time  on* 
Ihore  by  the  concotHfe  of  people  that  came 
to  bid  him  welcome  home.     Then  all  the 
way  to  the  city  he  enquired  of  thofe  near 
him  of  the  queen's  health,  oftheftate  of 
the  country,  and  of  the  injurits  of  Radi* 
robanes.    They  told  him  all  things  briefly- 
zttd  confu&dly,  eyery  man  giymg  a<Uf-« 
G  3  fcrent 
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ferent  account^  Sut  all  agreeing  in  one 
point,  that  Mauritania  was  freed  fufm 
danger  *,  that  the  Gauls  came  ta  tb^ir  s^- 
fillance,  and  that  Radirobanes  w^  Qsm, 
But  Hyanifbe,  impatient  thatothcra  fii^^W 
enjoy  the  fight  of  her  fon  before  herfelf 
his  mother  and  queen»  laid  alide  lier  ilate 
and  came  out  of  her  apartments,,  and 
under  prctepce  of  feeiftg  how  joyfully  the 
people  r^eivcd  him»  and  how  no^fe  .^. 
train  of  officers  and  foldiers  attended  hm% 
ibe  came  into  the  pourt  of  th^  palace,  dfid 
proceeded  from  thence,  to  the  gate  of  th^ 
city.  Archombrotus  feeing  her  a  good  way 
off,  leaped  from  his  horfe,.  and  with  erery 
fign  of  joy  ran  towards  her,  threw  him- 
felf  at  her  feet^  and  kifled  the  hem  of  Jier 
robe.  She  weepif^  for  joy  cquM  not  for- 
bear fuch  pcooi^  of  matera^  affe&ion  and 
teadernefe  of  es^pr^ffion,  a3  i^herwife  flie 
would  have  referved  for  mpfse  privacy. 
Then  raifiAg  faim>  and  taking  his  hand» 
faid, ,"  I  coiftmend  your  piety  and  duty^ 
my  fto,  that  you  are  come  fo  well  pro- 
vided for  the  de^nc^  of  y^vc  mother ;  but 

yQU 


THE   PHCENIX.      ist 

* 

you  are  not  the  only  one  to.  whom  I  owe 
a  mothcr*s  affe^ftion ;  the  king  of  Gallia 
came  to  my  afliftance,  and  by  his  victory 
hath  given  us  peace  and  fafcty;  he  hath 
freed  Mauritania  from  danger ;  he  hath 
delivered  your  mother,  who  elfe  had  by 
this  time  been  a  flave  to  Sardima*  The. 
tyrant  hath  left  his  blood  in  Africa,  which; 
fee  unjuilly  invaded.  I  forbear  4t  this. 
lime,  to  ijpeak  of  moxbsx  obhgatidn  (ot* 
which  we  are  more  indeh^  to  him  than 
for  thoie  I  have  m^tioned^  though  ntu 
rficr  he  nor  any  perfon  in  the  world  hut 
myfelf  are  acquainted  with  it.  Gomcrthen^ 
my  fcn  !-^you  fliall  not  «ven  facrifr:e.  ta 
your  country  gods  before  fou  have  vifited 
him,  who  now  lies  ill  of  thofe  wounds  by 
which  he  hath  prcferved  this  kihgdoriiTor 
yoa"  Archombrotn^, ftrucki with  fe  manjr 
andgreaxfay&iars,  wiasinftamed  with  gratis- 
tjude  and  love  to  the  king  of  GaUia^  and 
c^n  txcn&d  himfelf,  tfaat^inib  gteatdanger 
of  his  covRitry  and  parent,  he  (faould&efxi» 
nore'  bacjpward  than  a.  fi^Ytign  prim:e;  • 
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And  now  fome  were  fent  before  to  telC 
Foliarchus,  that  if  it  were  not  trouble-^ 
feme  the  queen  and  her  fon  would  come 
to  vifit  him ;  he  returned  for  anfwer,  thac 
if  his  Yicknefs  had  not  hindered  him  her 
would  have  prevented  them,. and  fent  two* 
of  his  nobles  to  me^t.  and  conduA  them^. 
He  eagerly  defined  to  fee  this  prince,  whc^ 
hy  his  pcopk^s  report^  and  Hyanifbe^s^ 
confeflion^  was  dcfcribed  to  him^^as  a  brave 
and  accompliflied  young  man*;  but  die^ 
called  him  Hiempfal,.  which,  was  indeed 
his  proper  name^.  for  he  had  only  takery 
that  of  Archombrotus  to  conceal  his  birth 
and  quality,  when  in*  the  habit  and  ap^ 
pearance  of  a  private  nuaiirha  travelled  iat(^ 
Sicily- 

The  nobkmeD  of  Gallia  fiood  about 
Pdiarchus  with  the  greateft  relpeft,  Ar- 
fidas  was  near  his  bedfide  in  familiar  talk 
with  him.  While,  they  were  thus  di^oled 
the  queen  entered  the  room,  holding  Ar- 
chombrotus by  the  hand ;  but  ihe  was= 
fuddenly  ftn:K:k  with  amazement,  as  if  ffae> 
had  feea  fome  frightful  o^onfter,  at  the  aK 

teratioD^ 
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teration  (he  perceived  -,  for  as  foon  as  Po- 
li^cbus  beheld  Archombrotus,  ^nd  was 
kiiowi^  by  him,  what  tempeft,  what  light, 
ning.  did  ever  fo  quickly  ihike  to  the  mark 
it  aimed  at,  as'  their  rage  and  difdain,  while! 
riieir  thirft  of  each  other^s  blood  altered 
their  dilhirbed  iftinds^and  appeared  in  their 
kx)ks !— They  were  for  feme  time  mo- 
tfonlefe,  as  i?  they  liad  fcen  Medula's, 
head--^thefv  with  iparkling  eyes,  though 
reflraining  in  part  the  effedb  of  their  paf- 
fion,  chey  furveycd  each  other  from  head 
to  foot-,  full  of  aftohiftimeDt  arid  vexation 
they  coQcemplated  eachi  other,  mufing 
what  (tiunge  fport  of  fortune  this  ihould 
be,  that  two  fuch  nx)rtal  enemies  Ihould 
be  brought  tc^etfcer  cb pay  rcfpcftsof  love 
aiKii honour,,  whea^each  would  havd  given 
his' own  life  to  kokethe  otfaer?^  ?-— Poli- 
aU'chus  confider^  whether^  he  ibould  de* 
mand  his  Argehis  jo£  Atchombrotus,  as  ho 
believed  her  to  be^eithei:  >dead  qc  marrL^d  to* 
him  ^rrrOr  flKniid  hc^miAgle  the  remainder 
ef'hi$  b}pod  wUh^het  of  Archombrotus, 
and^  by  thefc  means  deprive  Hyanifbe  of 
Gs  botli 
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both  her  cdoifor » ?— But  ftitt  more  \ntattlf 

was  Archoipbrotus  kv:cnfed  agauifl;  the 
gods  and  fortune^  ^  difdamtng  to  owe  his 
mother's  and  his  country's. prefenratkm  to* 
his  greateft  enemy,  his  mind  ftn^led 
with  contending  piaffions,  with  hatred  and 
piety  I  for  how  could  he^H^  a  mdrtdi^ 
quarrel  with:  Poliarchus»  unk&  he  were 
the  moft  uiigratelul  of  men  ? — And  how 
could  he  be  happy  while  th«  other  Eredi 
the  longer  they  confidered)  the  more  their 
fury  increafed,  and  nothing  but  their  re« 
igcdi  to  the  queen  hijideml  them>  &om 
violating  the  facred  laws  of  hofpt£ality,  and 
feizing  each  otht  f  with  thetr  naked  ha&d% 
not  waiting  for  other  weapons, 

Arfidas  was  no  lefs  perplexed  at  dur 
%ht  of  Archombrotus.  **  We*  ace  now 
undone,  Gelanorus !  faid  hrv  and  unleis^ 
ibme  good  genius  fhould  interpofe,  this 
day  will  not  pafs  without  bkx)d  ^nd  ns£* 
chief. — Was.  this  the  fon  (^Hyani(be-<*^-dicl 
Jio  man  know  it  ?~<:ould  none  at  leaft.piie^ 
vent  this  fatalmeeting  ?**^0h  happy  Sicily  ? 

th^t 


t^M1hBtn  H6t  b6hoI(}  tht  it^:di!^bQi 
paffions  fhe  hath  caufedl.'*  ■ 

•  fayirfiftif  Was  ^krtricd  ir  this^  urfej^l^ed 
bekaviotH-  of  hit  {on  and^  her  gueft,  dnd 
igftoi-ant  of -vvlrat  jBie  ftiduld  fufpeft  fof 
thecaufe  of  it;  die  fefblVfe'd  to  feparate 
this  •  iH-tnatched  pai'f  before  their  anger 
btdkt  o\A  iritd  ungovernable  fury,  and; 
afterwards  fe  fearch  into  the  ctifeafe,  and 
ieekfor  a  remedy.  She  therefore  fpoW 
firit'to  Fofiarchus,  faying,  "  Excufe  us* 
ttiy  rfeareft  gueft,  that  we'  have  thus  un- 
feafen^tly  diftufbed  youf  repofe  f— fake 
cat*  6f  your  health,  wkhout  which  we 
cotrld  ridt,  and  now  We  defirifif  nof  to  be 
in  laftty ;  we  iTrc  going  to  pray  to  the 
gods  that  this  day  mayr  pr6ve  fbrfuhate  to 
you  ihdto  ur/' — ^^theil  turning  to  her  fon^ 
vrtidfe  eye  was  ftill  fUctd  upon  Poliarchus, 
fhe-  (ibmttiahded  him  to  go  out  of  the 
cihamber  with  her'-,  he  obeyed  her,  nor 
didPoIiarchus  make  any  other  reply,  than 
tihat he WiAed  the  gods^  Whom.fhe  prayed! 
fomight  be  favourable  to  her  dtfu^es.  But 
Hyahifbf  went  not  to  the  temple  5  her 
G  6  mind 
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mind  was  too  much  troubled  to  fCtodfCh 
the  facred  ceremonies.. 

This.uooexpeded  diflike  between  the 
pftnces   filled   firft  the  court^.  next  the* 
city,  and  laft  the  army  with  amanment;; 
their  fears  excited  them  to  enquire  into  the 
caufe  of  this  hatred, .  and  fome  conjp&ured, , 
others  invented  realbns  for  it^    The  lords 
that  waited  oa  Poliarchus-  ieconded  the 
violence  of  their  offended  king,^d  though. 
they  were,  ignorant  how  Archombro&is. 
had  deferved  to  be  looked  on  as  (Hi  enemy^. 
yet  they  began  among  themfelves  to.taUc 
of  arms,  fighting^,  and  deaths.  And  in  the. 
city  faftions  grew  in  the  minds  of  thofc. 
that  were  lately  fp  firmly  united;  the  Gauls. 
and  Mauritanians,  and  then  with  the  Si- 
cilians that  came  with  Archombrotus^  In. 
Ibch  a  confufibn  i]:  was  eafier  ta  difagree 
than  to  refblve  which  fide  to- take,  for  be-. 
fides  the  Gauls  who  i¥ei?e   ilrenuous  in, 
behalf  of  their  own  king,  there  werefew^ 
of  the  Mauritanians  that  was  noiin  doubt 
which  way  to  rcfolve.    It  fecmed  barba-: 
sous  and  ungrateful  to  fight,  againft  Poli-t 

accbus^ 


a0cfi|]^iwhoin  ikgsf  fe  lately  hsrd  called  thciir 
deliverer.   And  many  of  the:  Stdlians  were-  ^ 
;wai!nily  affis&ed^to^kim :  die^  difturbancet: 
was  fo  gxeiil  that  it  grew  near  to  a  niu-i 
tiny.  The  queen^  petpkxcd  with  fo  many  • 
cares,  went  about^to-  caloi  the  tumuki 
Ibmetimes  endeavousing  to  pacify  ^er  fon,  . 
and  fometimes  Eoltkrchjus,  amf  firft  fpeak-^ 
kg  privately  to  her  fon^;."  Hiemplal,  faids 
flie,  I   hoped '  at   your  return  to    have  - 
tnumphed.  as  between  two  Tons,  but  now  ' 
an  ill-timed  fury 'urge^  you^  both  to  my 
min,  and  if  wc  take  not  care,,  to  the  de-^ 
ftruftionof^  both  Gallia  and  Mauritania.^ 
What   meaCT  thefe  paffions? — with  what 
an  eye  did  you^jehold  PoK^rchus  ? — Oh ! 
unhappy  woman  that  I  am! — how  near 
was  I  to  have  feen-fuch^mifrhief  as  is  not  to  ' 
be  named  r — 1  aflonot  now  after  the  cauie^ 
e£  your  hatred,,,  nor  which-  of  you  hatfe; 
vacA  reafonto  beoflfended— At  this  time. 
K  only    intreat    yoiv  by^  your  country*Sc 
gpds-r--or  if  diey  be  difcegatded,  becaufer. 
Poliarchus  hath  pneferved  them,  by  thofe 
erf;  Sicily—by  your  love  to  Aigenis,  I  con- 
V    ^  ■  iuJ3er 
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jure  jta  to  lay  alide  yoos  anger^  and  te^ 
yourniother  1 1  aik  yoa  not  to  give  l^  ya^t 
refeotfnent,  but  oaly  to  defer  it.-' — ^I  wiU 
feek  means  for  your  ftconciliacbn  hett^ 
after-,  if  you  deny  me  this,  yet  at  leaft 
think  how  ^you  can,  without  wounding 
your  honour,  bury  the  rememlM-al^ice  of  la 
many  benefits,  for  which  we  ftand  cr^r 
gaged  ttxPoliarchus." 


C  H  A  F. 
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CHAP'    X. 

JPoliarchus  attmpts  to  retire  from  the  pa-^- 
lacCj  httt  is  fi'opped  Sy  the  queetCs  in- 
treaties.  '  Tmonides  informs  her  of  the 
JUbjeSl'  of  their  hatred.  Her  proceedings' 
in  confe^hence  of  that  information.  She 
"prevails  with  the  young  men  ta  fee  each- 
''  other.  ^  ^ 

WHILE  (heipoke  thus,  ^ith  ma- 
jefly  and  fear  blended,  tirging  jt 
compliance,  yet  doubting  a  refuftl,  fhd 
vm  -Mifofmed  that  Poliarchus  was  pre-^ 
paring  to  leave  the  court  j  fof  he,  rftef ^ 
bekl^  ^r€^©ked  witfc  the  fight  of  his  riv^l^ 
b(%ail  id  Mte  the  pa^c^v  atfd  to  haiboat 
MpiCidns^thatk  might  t)e  dangeralis  td- 
craft  hknkif'in  the  power  of  hk  enemy  or 
his  enemy's  mother/  The  noblemen  abbtit 
Mm '  dkooUr^^dtt  -  tl^sfe  thoughts  ^  utging; 
thei]?lleeis  forlhim,  in  ooodec to fhpfwdiBr 
dotpiQindr  afiiidlfon.    iiethoicibra  gam 

orders 
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orders  to  his  officers  to  place  fome  of  tfie^ 
troops  at  the  gate  of  the  palace  for  a 
guard  at  his-dcpartiire/  aid  to  draw  the 
reft  out  of  the  city,  and  choofe  a  place  for 
them  to  encamp  near  the  fea-fidc,  where 
he  defigned  to  lodge  the'  night  following. 
Yet,  that  he  might  not  feem  too  hafty,  and 
WFong  the  queen,  who  had  not  yet  de- 
fcrvedit>.he  fcnthis  ofiamberlain  to  her 
with  this  meflage :    •*  That  he  returned' 
thanks  for  his  generous  entertainment,  and 
fpr  her  care.,  apd  regard -for  him  wfeei^  be- 
lay fickof  his  wound&r  thait  he* would  not 
take  a  ceremonious  leave  of  Jier^.  who  was 
employed  in  die  entertainmentof  h^r  ioA 
So  lately  returned :   that  the  neeeffity  of 
hi^^^  ^4irsi  obli^d  him  to  repoQve  from 
courty  b^t,  if  fhe  would  permit  fciixfe  be^ 
jfore  he  fet  fail  he  ^ould  take  hi^  kmc  in^ 
perfon,  and  thank  her  for  all  the  favoucs 
he  had  received- from  hwj," 

Hy4nift>e  was  extavineljr  difb^fledoa 
icotivtng  this  loefiage.  Her  giieft,i  of 
ikk  icfiDifie  meci%    aod .whom  Ac . ib 

higlily 
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Rigfify  refpefted  for  his  virtues,  was  going 
tx)  leave  her  houfe ;  and  to  leave  it,  OH 
vexation  P  as  an  enemy ;  or,  at  leaft,  as 
one  not  lodged"  among  his  friends.— r What 
now  fhould  fhe  do  T — ^>di<Mn  firft  folicit  ? 

Which  of  thefe  two  enemies  cotild  ftie 

firft  ceafe  to  Ibve? yet  ihe  had  moft 

reafbn  to  hope  to  prevail  with  her  fon^ 
from  her  own^  authority  and  his  duty ; 
therefore  fhe  thus  addreffcd  him :  **  Will 
you,  mv  {oUf  promife  me  to  ftay  quietly 
in  this  place  till  I  returiv?^— f  conjure  you 
by  all  the*  rights  of  a  mother !— If  you  re- 
fufe  me,  you  may  as  well  deny  my  ckim 
to  the  fucceflion  of  my  inheritance."— 
When  he  had  given  her  his  word  that  he 
would,  flie  haftened*  to  Poliarchus,  who 
was  juft  come  out  of  his  apartment,  and 
taking  hold  of  the  bridle  of  the  horfe  (fot 
he  would  Bot  be  carried  in  a  litter,,  left 
Archombroius  Ihould  think  hi  made  nfo 
of  the  pretence  of  ficknefs  to  avoid  meet- 
ing him  and  deciding  their  quarrel)  Hya-^ 
aiihe  bdield.  him  with  a  coufitenance  fuH 

of? 
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of  that  i.lcep  concern  vihich  attends  unfoi* 
twnatc  innocf  jKe,  and  uking  hold  of  hU 
cloak,  fbe.thus  (poke;  "By  all  the  be* 
nefits  you  have  conferred  upon  us !— I  be- 
feech  you,  Sir,  before  your  departure  ac- 
cufes  me  of  ingratitude  and  perfidy,  give 
nie  leave  to  fp(;ak  a  few  words  to  you  in 
private !" 

Poliarchus  being  alhamcd  to  refufe  fo 
fmall  a  request  to  fo  great  a  fuppliant, 
came  back  with  her  to  his  apartment  $ 
and  when  they  were  akne^  the  qiieen  be- 
gan thus  with  tears  to  addreft  him :  **  The 
gods  are  my  witnefles,  that  I  <&i  not 
knowingly,  or  for  any  bad  purpofe,  bring 
him  into  your  prefenoe  on  Whofe  account 
you  now  abandon  me !— *I  would  to  heaven 
you  had  never  known  him  1—1  wifli  he 
had  ftill  been  abfent,  who  is  likely  by  his 
coming  to  bring  more  forrow  upon  me 
than  ever  Radn-obaties  did  !-*if  his  miTid 
were  in  my  power^  I  would  make  him  as 
humble  to  you  as  f  am." — At  thefe  words^^ 
forgetful  of:  her  d^nity,  fixe  threw  herfelf 

an 


at  hk  feej^  wbp  toove  to  prevent  liichuft^ 
dye  biifnility,  ^nd  w,ith  iocefi^nt  iigks  wa^* 

-Pe^lijilphusj-.wj^q;  honoured  h^.^^hisirnor 
;hpr,  rpifcd  her  frpm.ihe  gro^nfi,  coinr 
plaining  that  ftie  did  him  no  kfs  injury 
•bye  fuch  hiiimilUtion,  than  that  by  whicli 
her  fon  had  provoked  him.--5-"  Then^faid 
•the  qpci»^  J«rliat  is^  jhis  injury  he  hfttfe 
^ftRC  j»U  ?--.-9r  in.^hat,  country  did*  th^ 
deftidw  fow  lihefe  feeds  of  ill-wiH  beWcea 
yw*?~May  I  not  know  thi**  from.  you*. 
KSy  dearejft  rgweft, ,  for,  he  refi^if^  tp  tell 
jne?— will  you  too  pcrfift  in  obftinate 
fil^ncei  and.mt^fli.I  remain  ignoifaint  with 
which  pf  his  bolts  Jupiter  ftrikes  tXK  ?t^ 
Many  diflrkcE,are, mollified  by  time;  ind 
that  -hatred  which  is  nourifhed  by  filencci 
after  difcovery  will  evaporate  and  oeafc.--- 
But  if  one  houfe  will  not  cont^n  you  and 
my  fon,  he  ihali  depart.  Do  not  you  leave 
mc  !-^o  not  forfake  my  houfcs  I  befeech 
yOM  !-^If  you  feir  to  truft  your  life  in  my 
hands,   fill  the  palace  ;Wid^  a  guard  of 

Gauls^ 
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of  the  Gauls  that  attended  on  Poitardius, 
and  faid,  "  It  feems,  rpy  Ictt^ds,  that  I  am 
cnore  careful  of  your  king^s  health  than  all 
of  you,  for  you  would  have  fuffered  him 
to  depart,  though  fick  and  not  cured  g( 
his  woiindi;  but  I  have  prevailed  with 
him  not  to  mn  himfelfi  into  fuch  danger, 
but  to  ftay  fomc.  time  longer."  Soon  ^ter 
this, a  count^'mand  was  fent  to  the  army ; 
and  the  city,  which  was  lately  (b  divided, 
-was. now  quiet  and  fettled 4  for  as.  fame 
makes  the  moft  of  every  thing,  it  was:  now 
reported  that  the  princes  were  retonciied, 
and  that  their  anger  had  given  place  to  a 
league  of  friendflup ;  fo  the  Gauls  and 
Mawitanians  were  eafily. agreed,-  and  Wy- 
ttiiibe,  remembering  her  promifc,  had  it 
proclaimed,  that  none  but  the  Gauls 
ihould  come  armed  within  the  paJace 
gates. 

In  this  manner  the  firft  fliock  of  this 
mifchief  was  averted  ;  jet  the  queen  ap- 
plied herfelf  to  confider  of  more  full  and 
perfctSt  remedies,    but  fhe  could    neither 

find 
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find  flor  make  Ufe  of  any,  fo  long 'as  ftie 
was  ignorant  of  the  caufe  of  their  quarrel : 
while  (he  was  thinking  by  what  means  to 
come  at  the  knowledge  of  it,  an  .oppor- 
l-unity   prefented  itfelf.     Timonides,    the 
embafiador    from    Meleander,     that    he 
might  maintain   the  honour  due  to    his 
king,  ftaid  on  board  his  fhip,  when  Ar- 
chombrotus  entered, the  city^  refolving  to 
wait  on  the  queen  attended  by  his  own 
train,  and  not  as  fecond  to  another.     He 
was  foon  informed  of  this  difturbahce  j  for 
fome  of  the  Sicilians  that  followed  Ar-  - 
chombrotus  returned,  and  told,  him  that 
Poliarchus,  whom  ihey  ]iad  often  feen  in 
Sicily,  was  king  of  the  Gaiils,  and  that 
he  lay  fick  of  his  wounds  at  Hyanilbe's 
palace  v  adding,  that  at  the  fight  of  Ar- 
chombrotus  they  were  both  enflamed  with 
liatred  againft  each  other  ;  taking  notice 
alfo,.  that  Atfidas  was  with  PoliarcHu^,-^ 
AU  thefe  things   feemed  very  ftrange  to 
Timonides  :  he  was  a  true  friend  to  Po* 
liarchus,  arid  had  formerly  been  fent  to 

him 
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him  iby  Melcandcr,  with  the  •bracelet  that 
^as  baftly  poifoncd  hy  Erifthenes :  he  was 
exceeding  glad  to  hear  that  he  was  pre- 
:fent,  and  more  thatiic  was  a  Jking ;  but 
be    much    wondered  "how  Arfidas   came 
thither,   and  for  what  caufe.     He  more 
eafily  guefled  that  the  refcntment  of  Ar- 
-chombrotus  proceeded  from  the  love  of 
Argenisr,   for,    by  degrees,    a  matter  of 
ihat  confequence  ramc  to  be  fpread  all 
•over  Sicily  •,  fo  that  by  this  time  no  man 
ilbubted  in  what  Radirobanes  had  of?end- 
<ed  Argenis,  nor  why  Seleniffa  deftroyed 
Jierfelf. — Then  he  began  to  confider  on 
which  fide  he  fliould  declare  himfelf  j  for 
if  under  colour  of  his  employment  he 
fhould  ftahd  nieuter,  he  muft  gain  the  dit 
pleafure  of  both,  and  not  efcape  the  rer 
venge  of  him  who  Ihould  fucceed.     His 
former  friendftiip  and  the  affedtion  of  Ar- 
gexiis  made  him  incline  to  Poliarchus ;  but 
]the  remembrance  of  Meleander,  and  tlic 
triift  repofed  in  him,  which  he  held  it  a 
crime  to  violate,  called  him  back  to  Ar- 

xhomhrotu^ 
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chorhbrotus.  Being  yet  unrefolyed,  he 
lent  to  the  queen  to  give  ^  notice  of  his 
coming;  for  it  was  his  duty  to  inform 
himfelf  of  the  true  ftate  of  thefe  affairs, 
that  he  might  give  an  exad  account  of 
them  to  Meleander.  The  queen  was  then 
under  great  perplexity,  and  fuddenly  con- 
ceived hopes  that  from  this  ambaflador  ihe 
might  learn  the  grounds  of  this  dangerous 
hatred.  She  gave  him  audience  imme- 
diately ;  and,  after  Tome  complimental 
enquiries  concerning  Meleander,  began  ta 
lament  the  didike  between  Poliarchus  and 
her  fon,  and  more  particularly,  that  being 
ignorant  of  the  caufe  of  their  hatred, .  fh^ 
could  find  no  means  to  cure  it.  Timo- 
nides,  who  faw  no  reafon  to  conceal  the 
caufe  of  this  difcord,  which  was  not  likely 
to  remain  any  longer  a  fecret,  nor  •  any 
way  diftionourable  to  either,  briefly  in- 
formed her,  that  Poliarchus  had  long  re- 
fided  in  Sicily,  under  the  charafter  of  a 
private  man;  that  falling  in  love  with 
Argenis  he  was  in  hopes  of  obtaining  her 
Vol.  IV.  H  in 
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in  marriage  •,  but  fincc  that  rime  her  fa- 
ther had  promifed  her  to  Archombrotus. 
This  information  revived  Hyanifbe  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  Ihe  could  fcarcely  conceal 
her  joy  before  Timonides.  And  when  he 
doubted  whether  he  might  vifit  Poliarchus 
without  offence  to  Archombrotus,  fhe  de- 
lired  him  to  go,  for  that  fhe  would  under- 
take that  her  fon  fhould  approve  it. 

When  Timonides  was  gone,  the  queen 
began  to  confider  in  what  mahner  Ihe 
Ihould  manage  this  important  bufinefs ; 
and  knowing  that  upon  her  alone  depended 
the  event  of  fo' great  a  conteft,  fhe  reco- 
vered her  courage  and  dignity,  and  no 
longer  flood  in  fear  of  fortune  herfelf : 
fhe  alfo  called  to  mind,  that  when  firfl  fhe 
requefled  Poliarchus's  afTiftance  againft  the 
Sardinians,  he  enquired,  with  an  altered 
countenance.  Whether  Radirobanes  was 
married  to  Argenis?  from  whence  fhe 
concluded  that  Poliarchus  was  in  love,  and 
that  Timonides  had  given  her  the' true  in- 
formation of  the  matter.  She  therefore 
thus  took  a.refolution,  that  if  the  young 

fnen 
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min  w*e  tradable,  (he  \^uld  fend  them 
"both  iflto  Sicily,  deferm^  the  oiwre  of 
their  diforders  till  they  arrived  iherie,  h^ 
taufe  a  part  of  their  recovery  depended  ok 
Mdeander :  but  if  their  hatred  could  n0t 
"be  -reftr'ained  from  breaking  oirt  into  mif- 
ciiief,  ftie  would  innrmediately  difarm-thefe 
enraged  enemies,  and  give  them  an  af- 
fured  peace.  She  therefore  returned  to 
her  fon,  fpeaking  with  an  air  of  authority,, 
and.  as  if  fhe  had  learned  the  caufe  of  his 
hatred  frorrt  Poliarchus ;  "  I  approve  not> 
my  fon  (cried  ftie)  of  your  filence  and  rc- 
fcrve  to  me,  in  an  Affair  not  diilionourd^k 
ngr  tmworthy  pf  yourfelf,  and  which  I 
oould  be  infoi-med  of  by  your  rival 
lrimfelf.t~--^^Tou  both  to^e  Ajpgewisl 
■  ■■-  ^:a  great  nicitemcnt  tx>  yotang^  mmi 
and  a  glorious  fubjcft  of  con^ation; 
i^^  lady,  ds  I  hear,  upon  whom  there  is 
none  of  the  gods  but  hadi  beftowed  fome 
aiidowmeiK;  and  the  heirefsof  Sicily:—- 
ind,  what  fe  provoking  to  fuch  high  Jfpi- 
ri^  as  yours,' neit&cr  will  give  .up  thispur- 
Aiit.  I  excu&  thefe. noble  incitettients, 
^  ,      .  H  2  and 
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and  render  thanks  to  the  gods  that  this 
nfalady  is  not  pad  curing! — but,    what 
you  think  not  all  the  gods  can  do,  I  will 
bring  to  efFeft. — I  will  bring  this  aflfair  to 
fuch  a  conclufion  that  you  fhall  renounce 
your  hatred,  both  of  you  fhall  love  Ar- 
genis,  and  fhe  {hall  favour  you  both  as  far 
as  you  fhall  defire. — ^You  know,  my  fon, 
that  I  put  a  flop  to  your  marriage  with 
that  princefs  till  you  had  returned  to  me. 
*-r-You  obeyed  my  command,    and  you 
fhall  fhortly  underfland  that  it  was  given 
not  without  reafon  -,— but  I  would  afk  you 
fome  queftions,  if  I  could  hope  to  hear 
the  truth  from  a  lover  and  a  rival. — Tell  ^ 
me  then,  what  hindrance  is  Poliarchus  to 
your  wifhes  ?— You  fent  me  word,  that  if 
I  confented  there  was  nothing  to  delay  the 
marriage — tell  me  all,  my  fon,  for  it  con- 
cerns you  much  that  I  fhould  know  all 

thefe  things?" —  Archoihbrotus  was 

troubled  at  this  queftion,  for  he  was 
afhamed  to  confcfs  that  Argenis  was  more 
inclined  to  Poliarchus  than  to  himfelf.-^ 
He  therefore  anfwered.  That  Poliarchus 

'       did 
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did  not  hinder  his  marriage,  but  that  he 
>Vas  angry  with  him  for  daring  to  rival 
him,  and  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  fill 
the  young  lady's  mind  with  idle  and  fri- 
■   volous  ftories. — "  But,  faid  the  queen  art- 
fully, if  by  means  of  thele  inventions  he 
Ihould  have  alienated  the  lady's  heart  from 
you,  would  he  not  in  that  cafe  hinder  your- 
marriage  ?" At  this  Archombrotus  be- 
ing more  angry  than  before,  cried  out,*— 
*^  I  fwear  by  the  gods,»  that  in  fuch  a  cafe 
flie  fliould  be  compelled  to  give  her  hand 
to  me  by  her  father,  who  defires  the  mar- 
riage as  much  as  I  do  myfelf " — He  thea; 
told  her  of  the  banifhment  of  Poliarchus^ 
the  war  againft  Lycogenes,  and  his  owi^ 
viftory-,    and  though  in  this  account  he 
favoure4  himfelf,    yet  Hyanifbe   clearly 
perceived  that  he  was  moft  favoured  by 
Mekander,    but  that  Argenis  preferred 
Poliaixhus. 

The  queen  fupped  with  her  fon  much 
more  cheerfully  than  the  night  before;  for  • 
Ihc  thought  Ihe  had  difcovered  enough  for 
.     H  3  that 
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that  time.  The  next  day  fhe  returned  to 
,  Poliarchus,  provided  not  only  with  words, 
but  with  the  whole  order  and  methjod  of  a 
device  which  that  night's  meditation  had 
fiiggefted  to  her.  After  (he  had  faluted 
him  in  a  kind  and  familiar  manner,  having 
defired  all  that  were  prcfent  to  withdraw, 
Ihe  thus  began:  "  I  wondered  greatly, 
tny  gueft,  what  could  be  fhe  caufe  of  dif- 
fenfion  between  you  and  my  fon,  but  I 
am  now  informed  it  is  the  effeft  of  a  great 
and  laudable  paflTion  ;  it  is  Argenis  that  is 
the  caufe  of  your  ftrife, —  If  it  be  fo,  1 
profefs  myfelf  to  be  the  phyfician  that  can 
cure  both  your  difeafes. — What  need  is 
there  of  all  this  difturbance  in  a  bufinefs 
that  can  be  ended  peaceably  ?— The  affair 
is  yet  undecided— Argenis  is  yet  unmar- 
ried.—I  will  make  you  happy  and  a  con- 
queror without  drawing  the  fword.— -I  will 
reconcile  you  to  my  fon — Why  do  you 
Hart  at  the  mention  of  it  ?— I  will  make 
you  love  each  other.— Wonder  not  that  I 
promifc  fo  largely, — Take  my  hand  as  a 

pledge 
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pledge  that  t  have  faid  nothing  but  what 
I  will  perform." 

Poliarchus  confounded  with  all  thefe 
intricate  and  obfcure  promifes,  and  almofl 
thinking  himlclf  derided,  intreated  the 
queen  to  forbear  thefe  myfterious  fpeeches 
and  exprefs  herfelf  plainly,  or  elfe  not 
Ipeak  of  Argenis  at  all.  "  Not  fo,  my 
deareft  gueft,  faid  Ihe  !^ — I  will  yet  hold 
you  in  fufpence  with  a  greater  wonder ; 
for  I  v/ill  have  you  indebted  to  me  for 
Argenis,  and  yet  I  will  not  deprive  my 
fon  of  her  ;  but  fuch  is  your  fate,  that  you 
cannot  be  cured  by  a  fudden  and  apparent 
remedy.— You  muft  go  together  into  Si- 
cily, and  deliver  the  letters  that  I  fhall 
fend  to  Mcleander :  upon  which  all  ani- 
mofities  fhall  ceafe  ;  both  of  you  Ihall 
ceafe  to  complain  of  love,  and  be  united 
in  the  bonds  of  fricndlhip.'* 

Poliarchus  thought  the  qupcn  was  not 

in   her  right  mind,   when  inftantly   Ihc 

commanded    her    houftiold  gods   to   be 

brought,  and  a  little  altar,  whi^h  was  fet 

H  4  upon 
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upon  the  table  and  a  fire  kindled  upon  rt. 
She  covered  the  little  images  with  a  cloud 
of  perfumes,  and  then  bound  herfelf  with 
thefe  imprecations  :— "  Give  ear,  ye  Genii 
that  are  prefent  t— and  you  the  images  of 
our  tutelar  dtities,  that  were  born  among 
us  and  ftill  prcferve  this  houfe  and  coun- 
try ! — if  I  have  in  any  point  deceived  King 
Poliarchus,  or  if  I  do  not  by  my  advice 
procure  him  fafety,  joy,  and  peace,  thea 
withdraw  your  proteftion  from  this  houfe, 
and  let  that,  myfelf,  and  my  fonfall  into 
ruin  and  deftruftion  together  !*• 

Poliarchus  ftood  amazed  at  this  awful 
ceremony.  He  anfwered.  That  he  would 
call  upon  the  fame  gods  fhe  had  invoked 
to  witnefs  to  his  innocence !  that  before 
Archombrotus  had  ever  fet  his  foot  in  Si- 
ciily,  Argenis  was  engaged  to  himj  and 
that  he,  with  his  unfeafonabk  defires,_had 
laboured  to  difturb  their  happinefs.  And 
becaufe  the  princefe  difdained  to  change 
her  mind  in  favour  of  Archombrotus,  he 
had  folicited  her  father  to  be  a  tyrant  ta 

his 
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his  daughter,  and  to  condemn  a  lady  born 
to.  royalty  and  freedom  to  the  flavery  of  a 

compelled  marriage. As  he  was  with 

thefe  words  reviving  his  anger,  which  had 
been  fomewhat  afluaged  by  the  fhort  truce 
between  them,  the  qiaeen  interrupted  him,< 
faying,  *'  She  came  not  to  raife  his  refent- 
ment,  but  to  have  her  fhare  in  the  recon- 
ciliation, which  flie  was  certain  would  he 
cfFed«d. — And  how  fmall  a  favour,  my^ 
beloved  gueft    (added  Ihe)  do  I  afk  o£^ 
you  ? — it  i^  only  not  to  proceed  to  extre-* 
mities  with  my  fon  before  you  have  feeni 
Meleander,  and  before  he  hath  read  the- 
fetter  I  fhall  write  to  him. — Grant  me.  Oh- 
king!  this  fliort  ceffation  from  all  hoftilities,; 
I  will  undertake  for  my  fon's  patience  and: 
fidelity.— Afterwards,  you  fhall  both  be 
free  to  purfue  your  quarrel  (if  it  con- 
tinues)  in   whatever  manner  you  thinks 
fit.- 

Poliarchus  defired  fhe  would  grant  Him 

.that  day  to  confider  this  propofah     Then* 

the  queen   attacked  her  fon'  in  the  fame* 

H  5  manner :: 
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manner :  to  whom  her  promifes  feemed 
litde  better  than  dotage  j  yet  he  thought 
i:  unbecoming  in  him  to  refufe  her  who 
perfift^d  in  them  and  her  intreaties.  Both 
of  them  acknowledged  that  her  requeft 
was  not  unreafonable,  for  it  would  be 
worth  their  forbearance,  if  without  arms 
or  bloodihed  their  contention  could  be  de- 
cided before  Meleander,  only  by  his  read- 
ing her  letters.  But  if  her  promifes  were 
fruitlefs,  they  were  both  at  liberty  to  try 
the  caufe  with  the  fword,  and  fhe  could 
not  then  be  difpleafed  with  him  that  cojv 
quered  by  the  death  of  the  other. — With 
the  confent  of  both  ihe  therefore  drew  up 
thefe  articles  between  them : — That  nei- 
ther of  them  fhould  fpeak  of  their  mutual 
injuries,  nor  fuffer  any  contention  between 
their  followers,  before  they  had  prefented 
themfelves  togethcf  to  Meleander:  that  they 
fliould  go  for  Sicily  as  foon  as  Poliarchus*s 
wound^  could  bear  the  fea,  and  that  they 
fhould  neither  of  them,  by  any  fraud  or 
•coUufion,  infringe  thefe  conditions  of  truce. 

Thefe 
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•Thefe  things  being  agreed  upon,  Hya* 
liifbe  found  it  ftill  more  difficult  to  bring 
the  young  men  to  fee  and  fpeak  to  each 
other ;  "  Which  (faid  Ihe)  I  chiefly  urge, 
to  prevent  ^ny  diflfcrence  between  the  fol- 
diers  on  both  fides,  which  may  byd^recs 
break  out,  unlefs  by  fbme  public  pledge 
you  ratify  this  temporary  peace.— Why 
then  Ihould  you  be  unwilling  to  fee  each 
other,  you,  between  whom  I  am  aflure4 
there  will  from  henceforward  be  a  bon<J 
of  inviolable  friendlhip  ?— And  if  I  de- 
ceive you  in  this  expeftation,  may  I  be^ 
punifhed  by  the  hatred  of  you  both!'* — 
Not  fatisfied  with  ufing  her  own  authority 
and  favour  with  Poliarchus  and  her  fon^ 
flie  alfo  attacked  Arfiaas  and  Gelanorus, 
whom  file  faw  to  have  moft  influence  with 
Poliarchus,  by  intreaties  and  prefents,  as- 
well  as  thofe  whom  fhe  perceived  to  be 
moft  familiar  with  Archombrotus.      But 
having  prevailed  on  them   to  come  to- 
gether, there  rofe  a  vain  and  idle  difpute 
what  they  Ihould  fay,    and  who  fhould 
^  H6  fpeak 
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Ipeak  firft:  fo  that,  even  in  Hyanifbe*s 
prcfcnce  (for  Ihe  brought  her  fon  to  Po- 
liarchus)  they  kept  withki  die  forms  pre- 
fcribed  then>.  Though  they  met  very' 
feldom,  the  genius  of  friendfhip  which  firft 
pofieiTed  them  in  Timoclca's  houfe  fought 
again  to  infufe  itfelf  into  their  offended 
minds ;  but  whenever  they  began  to  en- 
tertain kinder  thoughts,  the  remembrance 
of  Argenis  pulled  them  back,  fecondedby^ 
the  falfe  fliame  attending  the  confideratioa 
of  cither's  being  the  firft  to  defirc  a  reconr- 
cUiation*. 


CHAR 
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CHAP.    XL 

Foliar cbus  and  Archomhotus  find  letters  t(^ 
Meleander  and  Argenis.  Arjidas  returns 
to  Sicily.  The  troubles  in  Sardinia.^  The^ 
expedition  of  Arcbombrotus^ 

ABOUT  this  time  it  unhappily  fcff 
out,  that  one  of  Poliarchus's  wounds* 
grew  inflamed,  and  lb  painful,  that  it  tl\rew 
his  weak  body  into  a  fever.  He  was  not: 
more  grieved  at  the  delay  of  his  voyage* 
than*  Archombrotus  ;  for  if  was  one  part 
of  their  agreement,  that  neither  of  them, 
fliould.  go  into  Sicily  without  the  other.. 
Impatient  of  this  delary,  they^  determined! 
to  write ;  and  that  their  letters  might  not. 
be  intercepted,  each  refolved  to  fend  them. 
by  his  moft  trufty  friend-  Archombrotus. 
wrote  nothing  againft  Poliarchus,  only 
cxcufing  himfelf  for  the  flownefs  of  his. 
return,  which  was  partly  by  his  mother's^ 
command,  partly  to  avoid  the  imputation; 
€>f  a  bafe  and  unmanly  fear^  that  cculd. 

take 
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take  advantage  of  the  ficknefs  of  his  rival 
to  attain  hia  own  ends.  He  chofe  one 
Bocchus,  St  man  of  whofe  jfkielity  he  was 
affurcd,  to  carry  it.  Poliarchus  debated 
for  Tome  time  whether  he  ihould  write  to 
Meleander  at  all :  but  at  length  he  yielded 
to  the  advice  of  Arfidas,  that  he  might 
not  feem  wanting  in  refpedl  to  the  father 
of  Argenis;  It  was  long  undetermined 
whether  Arfidas  fhould  return  with  his 
letters  into  Sicily. ,  He  feared  that  the 
king's  fufpicions,  and  the  favour  of  Ar-. 
chombrotus,  would  fubjedl  him  to  fbme 
dangers  and  difficulties ;  yet  if  he  returned 
at  this  time,  the  ftorm  would  excufe  his 
meeting  with  Poliarchus  ;  but  if  he  ftayed 
with  him,  the  fecret  of  his  employment 
might  be  difcovered.  It  was  therefore 
refolved  that  he  fhould  go,  and  Timoiiides, 
who  was  bound  to  him  by  long  friendftiip,. 
and  being  alfo  of  the  fame  party,  trufted 
to  his  care  his  letters  to  the  king  and  to«' 
Cleobulus,  being  mindful  of  the  duties; 
of  his  public  employment, .  yet  not  for- 
getting his  own  affairs. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  news  came  from  Sardi- 
nia, that  all  things  there  were  in  confufion, 
and  the  ifland  engaged  in  civil  wars.' 
Harficoras  and  Cornius,  the  kinfmen  of 
Radirobanes,  wafted  with  a  bloody  war 
the.  kingdom  dxey  both  pretended  to. 
From  this  fituation  of  things  Archombro- 
tus  conceived  hopes  that  the  coiMitry  di- 
vided by  factions,  and  ftill  dreading  the 
army  of  Mauritania,  if  an  enemy  Ihewed 
himfdf  among  them,  might  eafily  be* 
fubdued.  Therefore  that  the  forces  he 
had  brought  from  Sicily  might  not  be  idle 
and  ufelcfs,  and  that  he  might  Ihew  him- 
fclf  to  the  Mauritanians  not  inferior  ire 
valour  or  condud:  to  Poliarchus  5  and 
fihce  he  was  now  at  leifure,-  while  Po- 
liarchus's  ficknefs  delayed  therr  vbyage  to* 
Sicily,  he  rcrdved  to  tranfport  his  army 
to  Sardinia,  joining  with  them  other  forces 
of  the  Mauritanians,  promifihg  his  mo- 
ther,»  that  whether  he  fucceeded,  or^  was 
crofTed  in  his  defigns, .  he  would  not  6e 
abfent  above  a  month  from  Afric^.  De- 
parting upon  thefe  conditions,  the  gods' 

ftiewed 
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fhewed  themfelves  favourable  at  his  firlt 
arrival  beyond  his  wifties  ;  for  he  obtained 
a  conqueft  with  fo  much  facility,  that^ 
befides  the  refolving  upon  it,  and  the  land- 
ing there  at  the  expence  of  one  engage- 
ment, fortune  hardly  left  him  a  fubjeft 
for  his  valour  to  ihew  itfelf  upon  :  for 
having  found  the  ports  undefended,  he 
put  his  foldiers  on  fliope,.  and  leaving  a 
guard  on  the  beach^  he  afcended  a  hill^. 
from  whence  he  viewed  Sardinia,  a  country 
unhealthy,  but  fertile,  and  abounding  in 
grain,  and  anfwering  the  name  which  the 
ancients  gave  4t  from  the  refemblance  of 
a  fl;pper,  or  the  print  of  a  man's  foot„ 
Galling  it  Sandaliotis  or  Ichnufa,  The 
taftious  had  in  two  bloody  battles  difputed. 
the  title  to  the  crown,  and  in  thefe  they 
had  loft  the  flower  of  their  nobility,  and. 
the  braveft  of  the  people :  fo  thefe  un- 
happy men,  ruining  their  country,  fought: 
for  Archombrotus,  whofe  forces  being 
difcovered  upon  the  hill,  they  fent  fome 
to  learn  who  their  enemies  were,  and^ 
wh^  theu;  numbers  and  difpofition.  When 
"*  ,  they 
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they  heard  the  Mauritanians  and  Sicilians 
were  come  againft  them,  and  that  the  Tea 
was  covered  with  a  powerful  army,  they 
took  not  the  only  courfe  that  was  left  for 
their  prefervation,  of  laying  afidc  their 
civil  dilftnfions,  aird  uniting  againft  a  fo- 
reign enemy,  who  as  yet  was  unacquainted 
with  the  country  ;  but  one  of  them,  Her- 
ficoras  by  name,  being  defeated  in  the  laft 
battle,  and  defpairing  of  the  viftory,  that 
at  leaft  he  might  deprive  his  competitor 
of  the  kingdom,  yielded  himfelf  and  his 
forces  to  Archombrotus.  -Thus  in  civil 
war  it  is  often  feen,  that  the  love  of  our 
country  is  a  lefs  powerful  motive  than 
private  hatred  and  malice,  and  men  rather 
fufFer  their  country  to  be  ruinec),  and  fubmit 
themfelves  to  a  foreign  yoke,  than  give  place 
to  one  of  their  own  countrymen,  as  if  the 
bafenefs  of  fubjedtionwere  increafed  by  fub- 
mitting  to  thofe  we  know,  and  eafed  by 
receiving  the  yoke  of  a  ftranger.  But 
Cornius,  being  of  'a  more  noble  fpirit, 
put  all  upon  an  honourable  trial,  and  led 
his  forces  into  the  field,  where,  charging 

his 
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his  competitor  who  had  revolted  to  Ar- 
chombrotus,  he  bravely  flew  him  ;  yet  he 
did  not  long  furvive  him,  being  overcome 
by  a  multitude  of  Mauritanians,  who 
clofed  this  difmal  fcene  of  ambition  by 
mingling  the  blood  of  the  two  kinfmen. 
The  extraordinary  valour  of  Archombro- 
tus  amazed  the  Sardinians ;  and  all  their 
troops  at  length  being  flain,  or  put  jto 
flight,  he  made  ufe  of  the  favours  of  for- 
tune, and  brought  his  army  before  their 
principal  fortrelles.  He  had  not  many 
Ikirmiflics  with  thefe  conquered  people ; 
his  greattfl  labour  was  at  Calaris,  where 
the  peop.^  nade  a  difordcrly  fally  ;  but 
being  driven  back  to  their  walls,  tliey 
changed  their  mind*  the  next  day,  and 
fent  to  treat  of  terms  of  capitulation. 
Vertigenes  was  a  little  before  in  happy 
time  delivered  by  death  from  being  a  fpec- 
tator  of  thefe  miferies.  Some  few,  not 
bearing  jhe  dominion  of  a  ftranger,  fled 
firft  to  the  iflands  called  Canicularias,  in 
the  ftraits  between  Sardinia  and.  Corfica^ 
and  from  thence  into  Corfica  j  but  that 

alfo 
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alfo  following  the  example  of  Sardinia, 
and  fubmitting  to  the'  conqueror,    they^ 
retired  from  thence  into  the  mountains  of 
Liguria. 

Now  there  was  a  common  opinion 
among  the  Sardinians,  that  thefe  miferies 
befel  their  princes  and  country  by  the 
wrath  of  the  gods,  becaufe  Radirobanes 
violated  the  fan<5lity  of  a  temple,  which 
they  held  in  the  higheft  veneration  :*  it 
was  about  ten  miles  from  Calaris,  and 
dedicated  to  Jupiter  the  Coeleftial.  Upon 
the  altar  were  many  oblations  of  gold  and 
filver,  and  an  image  of  the  god  of  folid 
gold,  which  had  been  confecrated  to  him 
by  their  former  kings.  All  which  Radi- 
robanes, when  he  was  preparing  for  his 
expedition  to  Africa,  took  away,  under 
an  idle  pretence  of  borrowing  it  towards 
the  charges  of  the  war.  He  alfo  tried  the 
priefts  very  ill,  which  at  that  time  was  by 
many  thought  a  prefage  of  the  misfortunes 
to  come ;  for  they  reckoned  nothing  more 
holy  than  the  temple,  and  the  priefts  were 
revferenced  by  the  people  as  fo  many  pre- 

ftnt 
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fcnt  deities.  This  report  of  the  facrilege 
of  Radirobanes>  and  the  holinefs  of  the 
temple,  coming  to  the  car  of  Archom- 
brotus,  he,  either  moved  by  piety  <o  the 
gods,  or  defirous  to  endear  himfelf  to  the 
Sardinians  by  his  reverence  to  the  religion 
of  their  country,  went  to  vifit  it.  The 
very  fituation  of  the  buildings,  and  the 
facred  horror  of  the  places  about  it,  af- 
fefted  him  with  an  awful,  yet  delightful 
fear  and  veneration.  There  were  at  the 
foot  of  the  hill  fharp  and  ragged  rocks 
divided  by  a  narrow  path ;  at  the  top  a 
thick  grove  fpread  itfelf  about,  pleafing 
by  its  awful  filence  and  unpolilhed  fim- 
plicity.  From  hence  he  entered  a  large 
cloifter,  which  had  no  other  light  than 
what  it  received  from  the  top.  At  the 
entry  of  the  cloifter  Archombrotus  read  . 
thefe  verfes,  which  were  cut  in  wood,  and 
fo  placed  them,  as  that  tliey  could  not 
cfcape  the  eye  of  all  that  pafled  by. 

Here  no  gilt  roofs,  no  coftly  banquets  be,, 
No  foft  repofe  on  beds  of  luxury. 
No  coverlets  of  Tyrian  purple  dyes. 
No  fiJkcn  robes,  or  pearl  embroideries. 

Na 
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No  bending  flaves ;  nor  aught  that  can  Aiffice 
Ambition's  thirft,  or  cares  of  avarice. 
Our  groves,  1>are  walls,  and  walks,  no  fervants 
keep. 

Hard  is  our  fare,  (hort  our  appointed  fleep ; 
Labour  our  gain,  coarfely  we  drefs  and  lye. 
And  by  a  living  death  our  lives  we  mortify. 
Yet  neither  furies,  nor  diftrafling  care 
Come  here,  nor  envy  gnaw,  nor  malice  tear 
Their  owner's  hcart-ftrings,— But  with  peace- 
ful reft 
And  concord  are  thefe  little  dwellings  bleft, 
Herfelf  and  all  the  gods  the  happy  mind 
Enjoys  -,  and  back  to  heaven  the  way  can  find. 
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CHAP-    XIL 


^he  difc$urfe  of  Arcbombrotus  with  a  priefi* 
Hyanijbi  proclaimed  queen  of  Sardinia. 
jirchomirQtus  returns  to  Mauritania. 

ARCHOMBROTUS  having  read 
thefe  vcrfcs  entered  the  portico,  on 
the  fides  of  which  were  two  mean  altars, 
above  which  ftood  tWo  images  of  wood, 
the  one  of  Prudence,  holding  ferpents  iri 
her  hands,  who  with  their  tails  about, 
feemed  to  avoid  the  power  of  the  charmer; 
the  other  of  Fortitude,  fupporting  with 
each  hand  a  large  pillar ;  and  now  two  of 
the  priefts  hearing  that  Archbmbrotus  was 
come,  ran  thither  to  meet  him:  he  en- 
quired of  them  the  meaning  of  thofe  altars 
and  images;  they  told  him  the  images  of 
Prudence  and  Fortitude  were  placed  there 
in  order  to  fhew  thofe  that  defired  to 
enter  into  their  fociety,  that  ralh  and  in- 
confiderate  attempts  are  not  pleafing  to 
the  gods, '^ut  fuch  minds  as  are  fo  efta- 
V  tablilhed 
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bKfhed  in  wifdom,  that  they  neither  rafhly 
take  a  refolution  nor  eafily  break  it.  That 
the  images  were  made  of  wood  to  fignify 
that  the  gods  prefer  humility  to  magnifi- 
cence, and  willingly  embrace  poverty. 
Archombrotus  beheld  them  earneftly,  and 
found  their  mean  attire  was  fuitabic  to  fuch 
fublime  philofophy -,  he.dbferved  alfothat 
their  facps  were  lean  and  pale,  and  their 
eyes,  accuftomcd  to  the  contemplation  of 
coelcftial  things,  did  not  willingly  endure 
the  fight  of  earthly  pomp  and  grandeur ; 
paying  them  the  utmoft  reverence,  after 
they  had  paflcd  the  porch  he  aflced  them 
what  god  or  man  had  prcfcribed  them  this 
courfe  of  life  ? — ^'*  The  defire  of  happi- 
nefs,  anfwered  one  of  them,  which  you  alfo 
purfue,  though  in  a  very  different  manner-, 
you  by  feeking  wealth,  we  by  avoiding  it, 
make  trial  which  are  the  trueft  riches'. 
Both  of  us  tire  our  bodies  and  minds  with 
inceffant  labours,  you  in  order  to  attain  the 
height  of  worldly  greatnefs,  but  we  t6 
cure  ourfelves  of  any  defire  for  it.     So  the. 

gods 
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gods  have  granted  to  us  humility,  to  you 
cares,  to  both  a  neceffity  of  labour." 

The  freedom  of  this  meek  fpirited 
prieft  fo  pleafed  Archombrotus,  that  he 
began  to  regard  the  genius  of  the  place 
with  the  deepeft  reverence.  In  the  mean 
time  the  reft  of  the  priefts  affembled  to- 
gether, they  condufted  Archombrotus  to 
the  temple,  and  placed  him  where  he  ihould 
offer  his  petitions  to  the  deity,  not  far  from 
the  altar  of  the  coeleftial  Jupiter ;  the  only 
one  which  it  was  lawful  for  the  priefts  to 
adorn  with  ornaments  of  gold  and  filk  j 
but  Radirobanes  had  taken  away  thefe  or- 
naments ;  which,  when  Archombrotus  un- 
derftopd  from  thofe  that  were  about  Iiim, 
^'  I  will  take  care  (faid  he)  that  this  injury, 
next  to  facrilege,  ftiall  no  longer  be  a  grief 
to  you  and  an  offence  to  the  mighty  Jupi- 
ter-, for  I  will  order  an  image  of  gold 
of  greater  weight  than  the  former  to  be  fet 
up  in  its  place,  and  whatever  elfe  is  re- 
quifite  for  the  fervice  of  the  deity,  I  will 
provide  with  the  fame  bounty ;"  the  priefts 
anfwered,  «  The  gods  would  thank  him  as 

for 
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jfor  themlelYiK,  tliey  were  not  moved  with 
^wealth  or  magnificence,  except  for  thispur- 
|)ole,  that  the  people  being  ftruck  with 
admiration  at  the  majefty  of  the  altar  might 
have  the  higher  idea  of  the.  power  and 
majeflyof  the  gods-,  for  the  r^  they  de- 
fired  nothing  but  to  be  fecured  in  their 
happy  poverty  within  the  precincts  of  their 
own  manfibn.  They  knew  alfo  that  fiich 
kind  of  riches  as  might  be  made  a  prey  of; 
were  often  a  temptation  to  the  avarice  of 
impious  m^n;  jthat  Radirobanes  would 
not  have  ofiended  in  this  point,  but  that 
the  inconfiderate  bounty  of  his  anceftors 
had  laid  a  bait  for  his  greedinefs.  [Were 
it  not  better  to  adorn  the  temples  with 
fuch  things  as  cannot  be  removed  from 
their  place,  or  fuch  as  may  not  feeiti  worth 
taking  away,  than  with  mafiy  gold  ancl 
treafure,'  which  by  its  value  invites  men 
to  the  boldnefs  of  A  facrilege  ?]  From  the 
temple  the  pricfts  led  him  to  fee  their  gar- 
dens, their  cells,  and  their  humble Yooms. 
Their  houlhold  ftufF  was  mean,  and  their 
teds  were  poor  and  hard,  but  all  fo  per- 
Vol.  IV.  1    .  fedly 
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feftly  clean  that  there  one;  might  ptrtcive, 
that  though  great  ijpirits  may  rfelpifc  ftipcr- 
fluities,  they  do  not  negleft  propriety  and 
decency. 

Archombrotus  in  viewing  thefe  things 
being  delighted  with  the  fimplicity  and 
fandity  of  this  molt  pufc  and  ftrift  refi- 
gion  i  he  defirerf  one  of  them,  a  moft  re- 
ncrable  old  man,  to  give  him  an  account 
cf  the  rules  of  their  order  and  the  manner 
of  their  living.  "  The;  bemfits  we  re- 
ceive (laid  he)  from  forfaking  thofe  things 
which  other  men  purfue  with  the  greatdft 
eagernefs^  I  will  not  explain  to  you,  oh 
Jung!  as  you  feem  rather  to  enquire  after 
what  we  do  in  this  retirement^  than  what 
brought  us  hither — And,  befides,  the 
benefit  of  this  auftere  courfe  of  life  is 
not  to  be  explained  by  the  tongue  of  mor* 
tal  man*,  the  gods  alone  in  a  myftical 
language  reveal  to  whom  they  pleafe  this 
felicity,  which  is  concealed  from  the 
reft  of  the  world.  Yet  I  mil  fay  thus 
much,  the  end  of  all  our  defires  is  to  de» 
ferve  fuch  things  as  the  gods  beftow  upon 

thofe 
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thofe  whom  they  love.  F*or  this  purpofc 
wc  think  k  necei&rf  to  maintain  a  con* 
tinual  coafUft  with  all  vices  and  immode<» 
rate,  defires ;  we  therefore  with  as  miich 
cor oeftneis  as  others  feek  after  rule  and ' 
conamand,  Sy  from  pride  and .  a^nbition^ 
and  ftudy  obedience. 

We  choofe  one  of  our  focicty  yearly  to 
be  our  governor  without  fadioims  <Sr  con* 
teft  i  he  looks  upon  th?  office  as  a  burden, 
and  t^es  on  hiiQ  this  trouble  only  in  hope 
of  returning  at  the  year's  end  fx>  his  fortmt 
happier  ftate  c^fubgeiStiom  Yet  we  obey  him 
with  fuch  profound  fubmiffion  and  reve* 
rence,  that  you  would  thmk,  he  had  dived 
into  our  thoughts,  gnd  commanded  us 
only  to  do  fuch  things  as  we  fliould  have 
chofen  of  ourfclves ;  it  is  one  o£  our  chief 
cares,  if  he  (hould  command  in  too  arbi* 
trary  a  manner,  and  any  of  us  be^  flothful 
and  refraftory  in  our  duty,  to  prevent  thefc 
differences  from  being  divulged  abroad ; 
for  there  would  be  an  end  of  our  peace 
and  happinefs,  .if  we  Ihould  appeal  to 
other  judges  to  decide  between  us't  next 
I  z  to 
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to  this  law  of  obedience^  our  lecond  cam 
is  to  have  an  entire  love  and  refpcA  to 
chofe  of  our  focietjr;  we  cxcufe  and  for- 
bear one  .another  if  there  be  any  difier^ 
ence  of  genius  or  dilpofidon  among  us, 
and  are  offended  with  ourfelves  when  we 
find  any  thing  in  our  brother  that  we  can* 
not  commend,  or  at  leaft  endure;   ouf 
apartment,  as  you  fee,  is  mean,  our  dietfpar- 
ing,  and  our  reft  interrupted  by  frequent 
mnd  limited  watchings.    Thus  we  govern 
our  bodies  and  fubdue  our  paflions ;  we 
fieither  hope  .nor  fear  the  changes  of  dan- 
gerous honours,  or  of  fugitive  and  vari- 
able pleafures,  whole  charms  we  volun- 
tarily remain  ignorant  of;  but  though  we 
are  contented  with  a  Ktdc,  we  exercife  our- 
lelves  by  continual  labour,  knowing  how 
many  evils  fpring  out  of  idlenefs,  by  which 
the  ilrength  of  man  is  impaired,  and  an 
mclinadon  to  vice  encouraged ;  therefore 
.  whatever  time  we  arc  fpared  from  the  fer- 
vicc  of  the  deity,  weXpend  in  the  difierent 
offices  that  are  appointed  to  us.     Such  at 
excel  in  the  endowments  of  the  mind  are 

employed 
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employed  in  the  contemplation  of  heavenly 
things^  which  they  afterwards  fet  before 
others,  and  as  it  were  bring  from  above 
^uid  adopt  them  to  the  ufes  of  mortal 
men  5  the  reft  apply  them  to  fuch  arts  as 
nature  hath  qualified  them  for,  that  they 
may  fupply  themfelves  and  affift  others. 
I  have  not  related  thefe  things  with  a  view 
to  magnify  our  order  before  you,  but  to 
exciife  our  manner  of  living,  the  aufterity 
of  which  might  feem  to  offend  you,  for 
I  «am  not  ignorant  that  there  are  many 
who  cenfure  and  condemn  all  new  inftitu- 
tions-,  and  it  is  not  many  years  fince  wc 
undertook  by  this  ftri^  courfe  of  life  to 
fupport  the  devotion  of  the  gods  which 
was  negleded,  and  almoft  ready  to  be  to- 
tally forfaken.**  Archombrotus  by  this 
time  being  wearied  with  this  long  ipeech» 
•and  his  youthful  impatience  drawing  him 
to  other  thoughts;  therefore,  as  if  dc- 
firous  to  hear  farther  upon  thefe  pointy 
be  commanded  the  fame  pricft  to  comd 
to  him  the  next  day  at  Calaris^,  After-* 
i(|rards  he  himfelf  among  his  followers 
I  I  difputed 
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dilputed  whether  there  were  mod  to 
blame  or  commend  in  this  inAitutioii ; 
but  when  the  n^ht  gave  him  leifure  to 
refleft  upon  the  fubjcft,  he  conceived  it 
k>  be  a  thing  of  great  moment  for  the 
people  to  have  fuch  examples  before  their 
eye%  to  bring  them  to  the  reverence  and 
worlhip  o[  the  gods  •,  When  therefore  the 
oext  monling  the  prieft  came  in  obedfr- 
encc  to  his  ordeirs,  he  defired  four  mighl 
be  choien  out  of  their  Ibciety,  whom  \m 
would  carry  with  him  into  Ahia^  (0  in^ 
druA  his  peopk  in  the  oiTfteries  of  tlffiir 
religion  r,  diey  prefentijr.  choft  two  of  the 
^he  eldi3r  and  €wo  of  the  youag^  cxie»  'O 
attend  him;  oiid  left  the  Alricans  Ihoold 
f6or«-tp  rec^ve  inftruAians  from  the  Saiv 
jdinians^  th^  chofe  theiti  idbl  ftrangeix^ 
two  Liguriana,  and  as  many  Gauls,  at 
mt^Y  of  difTa^m  nations  as  had  ^eiitevcd 
that£bciety. 

AU  thiitgjs  being  in  readiiie&  ft^  has  ku 
lurn»  Archombrotus  having  put  garrUoM 
in  the  moft  conveni^t  pkces^  caUed  an 
tQeiziblv  of  ifac  pQopIe»  and  cau&d  a  he« 

raid 
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Mid  to  rnake,  proclamation^  thai  k^  had 
conquered  Sardinia  in  the  mamc  and  right 
of  his  mother  Hyaniibe.  .  That  the  £od$ 
iud  &}  appointed,  that  the  difpute  between 
their  kings  fhould  i;o  longer  be  fatal  to 
the  peojple,  and  that  the  fates  had  at  length 
rcftoied  Sardinia  to  his  family,  to  whom 
by  right  (rffucpelTxon  it  properly  Ibclonged. 
Then  taking  with  hiro  maay  of  the  nobles 
of  Sardinia,  ^articul^ly  thole  who  wer; 
any  way  related  to  the  rojal  familyy  hf 
departed.  He  found  the  winds  fo  favour* 
able  to  him,  that  the  d^irdethday  after  his 
departure  from  Maij^itaiua  h^  placed  ^ 
^aflem  of  her  new.  lUogdoo^  upOD  hi» 
4iK>0ier's  head;  PoHarckus  W4s  g^  to 
^r  that  Sardinia  was  fiibdued,  but  ^rieve^ 
^h^t  it.w^s  dope  by  the  hand  of  Archonv 
iurotus,  not/knowing  as  yet  the  benefit 
lilttt  was  to  arife  tolhimfelf  from  dus  coar 
iqucft. 

It  happened  that  ^ong  the  Gallic  fbli- 

diers  who.  were  mbced  with  the  people  to 

iee  Archornhrotus  re(*tii»  oae:  o£  diem 

I  4  curioud/ 
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ciuioufly  obfervcd  the  habk  of  thofe  ir- 
Yercnd  pricto  that  came  from  the  tenlprc 
of  Sardinia;  he  therefore  drew  nearer, 
and  to  one  of  his  countrymen  in  his  own 
language  jeffed  upon  their,  uncommon 
garments.  The  priefts^  who  were  likewife 
Gauls,  turned  about,  and  wondered  not  a 
little  to  hear  their  language  fpoken  in  that 
remote  part  of  the  world ;  one  of  them,  a 
very  ancient  man,  uncovered  his  face  (for 
Bis  hood  before  had  veiled  it)  and  obfervcd 
the  foldier  who  jcfted  upon  them,  giving 
them  reafon  to  fulpe£t  that  he  was  either 
a  Gaul  oi:  of  fomc  neighbouring  country^ 
for  Ijis.  complexion  and  the  brifknefs  of 
Mseye  Ihewed  him  to  be  fo ;  nor  had  the 
fifnplicity  of  his^  habit  wholly  obfcured  the 
graccfulnefs  of  his  deportment;'  the  fol- 
dier who  fii&  came  to  laugh  at  him,  olh 
ferved  all  thefe  things  very  clofely,-  for  h 
feemed  to  him  that  his  face  was  not  unknown 
to  him,  though  he  could  not  recolledt' 
when  or  where;,  following  him  therefore 
inta  the  city,   jud  a&   he    entered  h^ 

lodgings 


THE   PHCENIX,      *<» 

lod^qgs  the  foldier  fsduted  him  in  the 
Gallic,  tongues  ^d  the  other  in  exchange 
of  courtefy  aniwered  him  in  the  fame  lanr 


fs  C  HA  p;. 
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CHAP.    XHL 

Kr^  An^tftus  difcovered  hy  a  foldier  cf 
Gallia^,   ^he  report  comes  fo  tht  ears  of 
PoUarebus.-^Hi  purfnes  the  difcovery^ 
fTbe  referve  of  Jln^erefius.^^The  nteetin^' 
hetween  bim  and  Poliarcius^ 

IN  thw  manner  rfiey  parted v  but  the 
foldier  coiirld  take  no  reft  all  that 
night  ^  though,  he  fometknes  blamed 
himfelf  for  his  curiofity,  aad  wondering 
why  it  fhould  fo^  mtich  concern  him  to 
know  this^  prieit :  ac  break  of  day  he 
arofe  and  went  to  the  priefts  lodgings^, 
and  defired  to  %>eak  with  them.  But 
they  pretending  ^t  th^ir  religk>R  ve- 
quired  fbiitude,  kid  obtained  leave  ta 
retire  kito  a  tennrple  that  ftood  oik  of  the 
way  of  obfervation,  within  a  flsady  grove,, 
intending  to  (bam  the  eyes  of  the  Gauls» 
whom  (beyond  expectation)  they  had 
found  m  Africa*.    This^  ab&nce  of  theirs 

*  '  m 
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ftill  tnsfse  et^roed  the  foldiet^s  curiofityv 
y(o  foUow^iog  tbcm  io  baftr^  overtook 
tbem  jipe^e  thfi^f  ^m^  to  ^  •temple.. 
Wheohe  had  ^^uted  theniy  as  if  lie  came 
that  w*y  ypOjft  ca^r  Mincfi,  ^  I  ama, 
Uid  hfy  mv^h  indcbtci  .to  fortune  (ye 
pKi^  of  Jupiti^r !)  that  io  my  walk  to^ 
1^  gfoye,  I  aoi  ft>  lucky  to  meet  with 
jrojUi  and  lihall  .think  imyfelf  ItiU  more 
pbtiged  to  her,..if,  as  Iiv>pe  and  believe,, 
you  ave  my-coiuitrymenJ'  ITheoIdpricft 
now  rep«atsd  that  he  Jud  unadvifedly  tht 
daybefoce  betrayed  hisak^  by  speaking 
in  his  natural toogoe ;  but  left  by  denying 
k  he  .flu>uki  vdik  fiifpicioos  of  a  higher 
aature^  and  flir  the  foUier'a  curiofity  to  a 
faitber  conference9  heanfwcred.  That  he 
Ktt  indeed  aGault  but  froca  hia  youth 
ted  Eved  ift  foceign  countnes. 

Haviag  thus  entered  into  comrerfetion^. 
Iftveral  queflions^  pail^  between  them>,^ 
the  iMdier  dewing  him  ftill  more  atten- 
tively>  waa  movedwith  awe  at  that  coun- 
^nance  which  he  had  -formerly  knowm 
and  obfenpe4  with  the  decpeft  reverence  ^ 
16  his 
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his  afpcd  and  the  found  of  his  voice  per- 

fuaded  him  to  bcKeve  what  he  wifhed  to 

be  tni&-— but  after  he  diicovered  a  well- 

knowa  (car  upon  his   kft  hand,  which 

he   took  hold  of    (out   of   fticndQiip> 

againft  bis  will  $   being  overcome  vfith 

joy,  he  fetched  a  deep  ligh^  and  cried  out,. 

"  Where  baft  thou,  lain  ib  long  hidden  * 

Q  beft.of  kings !— Not  all  yeur  fotgcds 

haye  revoked  from   yow,   whom,.,  atasi 

yQu  have  fo  long  forfakcn  !«*-but  what  a 

habit  is  tlus !— what  afitoatbn  !^— bow  ilk 

fuit^d.  is  every  .thing  aboutyou  to  you» 

dignity !"  With  thefe  w(»ds  he  kncded 

and  embraced  his  knees,  who  ftrove  to 

hinder  him,  and  wept  exceedingly-    Hb 

exclaimed,  that  the  foldierwasoutof  hit 

wits  $  ,and  with  a^  coumenance  betwean 

fmiling  and  indignation,  turned  £it>m  bffll 

to  his  companions;  but  they  alfe  were 

difcompofed  at  thebelmviour  of  the  man;, 

who  perfifted  in  his  affirmation  that  thi^ 

was  Ws  king^    thi$  was.  Apa^neftus  I— 

that  he  would  not,  l^aiie  hinv  &ut  wqal^ 

enjoy  this  £iwur  of  ,th?,  gp4s» :  who  at 

?  length 
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kngth  had  reftored  him  to  diem,  wh(> 
for  many  years  had  defired  and  wiflied  foor 
&im  m  vain. 

The  old  man,  between  chiding  and 
feigned  amazement,  drew  him  .afide,  and 
whifpering  in  his  ear :  '*  Soldier  (faid  he) 
if  thy  eyes  or  thy  memory  £iii  thee»  and 
thou  miftakeft  me  for  another,  it  were 
ihodefty  in  thee  to  follow  thy  fancies  in  a 
more  private  manner,  and  not  make  an 
open  jeft  of  me^  but  if  I  am  indeed  thy 
king^  I  demand  of  thee  the  firft  duty  of 
a  fubjefty  to  hold  thy.  peace^  and  follow 
me  till  we  can  talk  more  privately*''-^ 
But  this  caution  came  too  late  ;  foy 
fboi^h  the  foldiet  obeyed  him,  feveral 
others,  tliat  were  in  the  company,  both 
Gauls  and  Africans,  moved  with  wonder 
91  the  ftrgngenefs  of  the  adventure,  and 
dcfirous  to  be  the  fiift  reporters  of  it^. 
haftened  into  the  city.  There  were  two 
iiegiments  in  Poliarchus's  army  of  that 
ji^tion  in  the  Alpes,  which  had  been  fob^ 
]/:&,  to  Anacreftus  ;  thefe  catching  hold  o£ 
•  thefudden  report^  between  rafhnefs  and 

amazes^ 
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tintzement  fidkd  die  ctty  and  tfte  camp 
with  cbe  fame  rumQUC 

Poliarchus  was  then  with  Hyioifti^  mA 
Iia^ving  recovered  his  ftrength^  was  ap- 
pointing a  cortain  iky  ^r  facginiiing  his 
voyage  to  SicHy ;  as  he  was  in  coo&dtflr 
tion  upon  this  bufiDefe,  Gelanorus  fame 
to  him,  with  a  countenance  fectween  doubt 
ftnd  hope,  I  hear^  fard  he,  an  impctMt 
report  of  'king  Anaereftus^  that  he  was 
brought  with  -the  Ipoils  from  Sardinia^ 
snd'thoogh  in  a  habit  tnbecoming  lua 
dignity,  was  known  by  a  JToidier  for  W 
rountrynian.  Poliarchus,  moved  with  die 
Ridden  and  mighty  expectation,,  anfwefed,. 
That  if  tfhat  report  were  true,  he  would  ho- 
Bout  rikm  as  his  parents,  wholEoukl  re- 
ftorc  Anasreftus  to  him ;  and  that  he  fliould 
owe  to  the  conquerors  of  Sardifilft  non 
only  the  obligations  of  fiicndfliip^  but 
almoft  as  much  as  Heaven  could  deferve>. 
Yhc  queen  gladly  'lakl  hcfld  on  thefe 
words,  eftceming  it  the  greateft  fevour  of 
the  gods,  if  her  Archombrotus,  fi>  many 
ways  obliged  ^to  Poliacchus,   had  been 

'  dire&cd 
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dirsded  by  foftane  to  do  any  thing  for 
hm  fervicc.  She,  therefore^  with  cheerful 
Ao€ks  pronftotkig  his  joy,  enquired  who 
the  peribn  was  that  was  worthy  to  te 
ibught  and  found  whh  fb  many  vows  and 
prayers*  Poliarchus  then  gave  her  ^ 
Iwief  acxroiant  ef  his  life  and  fortunes^ 
iiow  in  his  childhood  he  was  carried  away 
'by  frce-booters,  and  brought  to  the  coiict 
of  An«^eftus ;  and  ib  brought  up  by  tfab 
care  of  thatexceUent  king  as  became  ojdc 
'of  royal  bir^  and  expefbttions*  That  he 
t>eing  ignorant  of  his  poipents,  was  hfr 
chwce  of  war,  and  a  moft  Ibrtunate 
-captivity^  reftored  to  his  own  country  mA 
family  ;  but  before  he  was  po&fled  c^ 
the  honours  of  his  i»rth  and  acknowledged 
by  his  father,  Anaereftua  and  his  twolbn& 
•were  iaid  ix>  be  fiain  in  a  battle  againft  hk 
febellious  fol£^&s.  The  bodies  of  the  floaa> 
ifirere  found  in  the  field,  but  that  oi 
Ana^ftus  was  never  heard  of,  whom,  li 
j^Icavenhad  faved  from  that  flaught^r  and, 
feferved  to  fee  dmt  day»  he  added,,  he 
fiuMild  think  himfelf  beloved  of  the  god3> 

and 
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and  that  his  life  was  to  be  happy  without 
exception ;  but  ic  were  rafhnefs  upon  fuch 
flight  grounds  to  believe  fuch  infinite 
tdefiings. 

The  foldier  might  be  deceived,,  or  tht 
^rieft  might  have  feigned  this  ambitious 
fable^  becaufe  of  fome  sefemblance  be- 
tween himfelf  and  Anxieftus,  therefore 
all  tibis  muft  be  carefulty  examined.^  (fe 
Jbad  with  him  many  perfons  that  had 
formerly  been  in  the  fervice  of  Ansereftus,, 
particularly  one  Creftov,  who  had  been 
one  of  his  favourite  domefticks^  He  re- 
iblved  therefore  that  he  would;  go  with 
Creftor^  as  if  to  pay  his  devotions  to  the 
temple,  whither  the  prieft  was  retired. 

Hyanifbe,  cheriihing  the  hope  of  what 
ihe  wifhed,  encouraged  Poliarchus  to 
truft  in  the  gods  and  forhine,  and  withaU 
offered  to  bear  him  company  to  the  tenoK 
pie.  Creftor  was  fent  for,  and  commanded 
to  go  before  them,  and  to  fearch  into 
this,  affair  while  they  prepared  to  fdlow 
him.  It  was  too  great  a  hope  for  Crdlor 
to  believe, .  fo  like  one.  that  gave  no  credit 
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to  a  report  that  only  called  his  dear  matter 
to  his  grieved  remembrance,  as  if  he  were 
going  about  an  idle  bufinefs  to  no  pur- 
pofc,  with  a  few  in  his  company  he 
entered  the  grove,  and  not  far  from  the 
porch  of  the  temple  found  the  prieft 
talking  with  the  Gallic  foldicr  who  had 
firft  made  the  difcovcry ;  then  coming  up,, 
as  if  he  defired  to  fpeak  with  the  foldier, 
he  fixed  his  eyes  upon  Ansereftus,  and  in- 
ftantly  all  his  blood  (as  is  ufual  in  great 
and  fudden  joy) 'ran  to  his  heart*,  when 
by  his  getture,  his  voice,  and  his  Tears,  he 
knew  him  certainly  to  be  his  king;  hb 
nerves  were  all  relaxed  with  joy  and  fur- 
prize,  and  he  leaned  againft  the  n^xt  tree, 
unable  to  fpeak  or*  move.^  Nor  did 
Ansereftus  difcover  Ids  pertorhation  of 
mind,  the  fight  pf. his. old  friend  ftnick 
him  with  a  pleafiifg  fsdnefs,  and  he  feared 
that  being  difcovered  by  his  own  people 
he  ihauld  be  forced  to  leave  his  beloved 
retirement. 

In  the  mean  time  Poliarchus   czmm 
thither,  bis.  impatience  not^fufifering  him 

lb- 
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toftay  long  after Crcftor  j  he cnnercd  the 
temple  mth  the  queeji,  ivhen  CrcU^r 
forgetung  himfelf  *  left  the  prieft  'an4  ran 
to  him,  aad  allmoft  breathlefe  with  jt^fj 
cried  out^  "  We  have  found  Anasreftus ! 
—we  have  found  the  good  old  kiisg, 
your  fofter-fathcr ! — it  is  he  beyood  all 
doubt  !~-Will  you.  Sir,  go  to  htm,  oi" 
Ihall  I  bring  him  hither  to"  you  ?"  Pol'uuf- 
chus,  without  fpeaking  or  ftopping*  went 
the  way  that  Creftor  fliewed  him^  but 
Anacrcftusi  in  the  snean  tint^,  look  a 
jterrow  path>  iotendtng  to  bide  bkn&lf  ii 
the  wood  for  ^t  day,  and  aftcrwacds  to 
ieek  out  ibme  retifcd  fdkude ;  and  ia- 
tKeatod  the  fokdier,  if  he  trfpedked  htm^s 
hia  king,  either  to  bear  him  company  in 
.hisfl^hCt  or  to  conceal  hb  efcape :  faxic  he 
Ofipoied  this  reiblotion^  and  while  they 
were  engaged  in  this  iliiputei,  Poliarchus 
came  «ip  with  them,  being  now  aflbred 
that  this  was  Anaereftus  %  yet  when  he  faw 
a  great  number  gathering  about  themt 
umd  that  xhe  old  man  was  impacieot  of 
the  eonfuiion,  he  pretended  ^ncMther  caufe 

of 
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€>f  his  cocning4  ^<  I  am  glad  (iaid>  he) 
that  the  religion  of  Gallia  is  fo  highty 
cftecmed  in  foreign  countries.— -I  defirc  by 
your  meansy^  moft  revCTend  prieft,  to  oiFer 
up  my  prayers  to  the  god*  that  they  would 
be  propitious  to  my  hopes  and  defigns. 
—Come  with  me,  I  befeech  you,  to  the 
temple^  where  you  may  more  conveniently 
inftruft  me  what  prayers  and  what  facriike 
will  be  moft  acceptable/*  Anasreftus,  at 
thefe  words,  pale  and  bloodlefs,  followcid 
him,  who  held  him  faft  by  the  hand.  Ti^e 
temple  was  but  fmall,  and  the  foldiers 
h€pt  back  the  diforderly  multitude.  Hy* 
afiiibe^  with  fome  ii  the  nobles,  wetc 
tflready  within  the  temple  ;  and  when 
*Poliarchus  with  Anaereftus  and  abo«rt 
forty  of  his  followers  were  entered,  they 
commanded  the  gates  to  be  fhut-,  tWs 
increafed  the  cxpe<ftations  of  the  foldiers 
'and  the  people,  neverthelefs  their  felpefl: 
for  the  princes  fo  well  reftrained  and 
quieted  them,  that  they  had  fufficient 
liberty  t«  difcourfe  wicfiin  the  teflfq>le. 

And 
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And  now  Poliarchus  was  beginning  to 
open  the  bufinefs,  when  Micipfa  came  from 
Archombrotus  to  Hyanilbe,  for  he  be* 
ing  moved  with  the  tumult,  was  come  near 
the  grove,  and  defired  to  know  if  Poliar- 
chus would  pef mit  him  to  be  prefent  at  an 
enquiry  of  fuch  importance.  Poliarchus 
made  no  objeftion  ;  for  whatever  joy  he 
fhould  reap  from  it,  he  owed  to  the  viGtovy 
of  Archombrotus,  Deferring  therefore 
any  farther  queftion  for  the  prefent,  they 
waited  for  the  coming  of  Archombrotus^ 
who  being  let  into  the  temple,  Poliarchus 
thus  addrefled  himfclf  to  Anaereftus :  **  fty 
what  name  I  pray,  moft  reverend  Sir,  did 
your  parents  call  you,  and  what  was  the 
caufe  of  your  travelling  out  of  Gallia  and 
to  Sardinia  ?" — Thus  queftioning  him  at 
large,  he  obliged  Anaereftus  to  come  to 
the  point  he  aimed  at.— He  by  this  time 
had  recovered  his  prefence  of  mind,  and 
perceiving  that  not  only  by  Creftor  and  the 
foldier,  but  by  many  others  there  prefent, 
his  countenance  ^ould  be  remembered  if 
he  obtlinately  perfifted  in  deaying  him- 

felf. 
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fclf,    **  Who  you  are  (faid  he)  I  know 
not,  but  by  your  habit  I  fuppofe  you  to 
be  a  king,  and  by  your  language  to  have 
been  born  in  Gallia.— I  (hould  think  you 
to  be  my  friend,  for  I  fee  Creftor  and 
Simplidus,  and  many  other  of  my  old 
friends  about  you,  therefore  as  a  friend 
I  intreat'you  to  permit  me  to  depart 
whither  I  have  determined  5  but  if  per- 
haps you  are  mine  enemy,  what  further 
punifhment  would  you  infii£i:  upon  me  i 
— »ijiave  loft  my  crown,   I  feek  it  not 
again  ;--*I'am  a  voluntary  exile,  and  that 
my  enemies  may  fear  nothing  from  roe,  I 
am  contented  to  live  in  a  ftate  of  poverty^ 
—Whether  I  defire  to  be  unknown,  they 
beft  can  tell  who  this  day  difcovered  me.— 
If  you  think  fit  to  lay  a  greater  burden 
upon  me,  there  is  nothing  that  I  refuie 
but  the  wrath  of  the  gods. — If  it  be  not 
for  your  intercft  that  1  fliould  be  Anas* 

reftus,  fear  not ! fuffer  me  to  go  into 

my  chofen  folitude,  and  when  no  man 
fliall  compel  me  to  declare  the  truth,  I 
will  be  no  longer  Anaereftus,'*    While  hcf 

was 
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was  thuft  dcUvering  htnldf,  with  a  modeft 
dignity,  no  man  heard  him  without  being 
moved ;  efpeciaUy  when  Crefior,  taking 
his  hand,  (hewed  the  fear  upon  k^  which 
was  well  known  to  all  his  coumiymen. 
FoUarchus  alfo  cdled  to  mind  that  cqub- 
ttoance  which  he  had  fo  i^^v  feen  when 
arfaojr;  hb  ears,  though  long  umccuftcMned 
ta  that  voice,  now  recognized  the  fooad 
cf  k,  and  his  heart  meked  wkk  the  mcA 
tender  fenfe  of  kindneis  -,  hm  not  yet  di{- 
coverbg  himfelf,  he  urged  Aor^cftin  to 
fdl  him  why  he  left  his  counny^^^md 
^hy  he  chofe  to  live  in  this  concealed  and 
obfture  manner?—"  Alas!  (he  replied) 
my  countrymen  know  too  weU  (fome  of 
whw)  are  here  prefent)  with  iriuit  vio* 
l^nce  fortune  overthrew  me.— By  the  re- 
bellion of  .my  fuL^cAs,  I  was  forced  ta 
take  arms;  they  pi^fumed  to  give  roe 
battle,  in  which  my  two  hopeful  fons,  in 
the  prime  of  their  youth,  while  too  bolcfly 
they  fought  for  their  father,  were  flain  in 
his  fight..  I  would  have  died  wrth  them 
if  the  fates  had  pleafed^  but  by  the  will  of 

the 
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the  gods'  I  was  coitipelled  to  flFght.  I 
hid  myfelf  in  the  nextforeft,  from  thence, 
in  hopes  of  foreign  affiftance,  I  pafled 
over  the  tops  of  the  mountains  into 
Lrgari^ :  thofe  warlike  nations  had 
fwomifed  to  ftamf  by  me  in  att  fortuncsr,* 
and  by  their  help  I  hoped  to  regain  my 
kingdom.  When  I  came  down  to  the 
iea-fide,  I  wtnt  on  board  a  Ihip  withbur 
itraking  myfelT  known,  intending  to  go  to 
that  famous  city  founded  by  Janus,  bur 
by  contrary  wmds  -we  were  driven  ^a 
Sardinia,  and  whfle  the  ffiip  lay  at  anchof, 
the  fame  of  the  tcmplfe  (from  whence  I 
now  came)  drew  me  thither  to  make  tny 
applications  to  Jupiter.  But  there,  ad-' 
miring  the  fituation  of  the  place,  and  the 
life  of  the  piefts,  I  rcfbived  to  give  over 
all  my  cares ;  and  havmg  been  tried  with 
fb  many  human  miferics,  at  laft  to  ^  make 
experience  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  gods. 
For  why  fhould  I  love  my  country,  ftained 
with  the  blood  of  fo  many  that  were  dear' 
to  me,  and  not  to  be  regained  but!  by  the^ 
blood  of  my  friends  as  well  as  my  ene- 
mies ? 
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mies  ?-*befides»  to  whom  fhould  I  be- 
<}Ueath  my  crown  ?— and  what  pleafure 
cx>uld  I  <xpe£t  in  a  childkfs  houfe  ?-— I 
had  formerly  two  fons  of  my  own,  and 
fortune  had  given  me  a  third  that  was  no 
lefs*  dear  to  me  than  my  own  children, 
whom  (after  my  grandfather^s  name)  I 
called  Scordane$«— My  dear  fofter-child, 
if  only  thou  waft  living,  I  would  by 
adoption  make  thee  mine :— -thou  ihouldft 
comfort  me  after  all  my  misfortunes,  wars, 
4Uid  labours. — But  before  the  beginning 
of  diefe  mifchiefs,  while  we  were  at  war 
with  the  Gauls,  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Rhone,  Scordancs  became  a  prey  to  the 
enemy,  and  his  lofs  hach  ever  fince  been 
remembered  by  me  with  frcih  forrow.'* 
.  While  he  was  thus  relating  his  misfor- 
tunes, Poliarchus  could  no  longer  delay 
his  comforts,  he  fuddenly  melted  into 
tears,  which  he  had  long  reftrained,  and 
.falling  upon  the  neck  of  Anaereftus,  he 
cried,  "  O  my  father ! — or  if  you  had 
rather  I  (hould  call  you  my  lord  and 
mailer  !•— if  you  think  it  a  bleiling  to 

have 


THE   PHCENIX.      24f 

have  Scordanes  again,  I  reftore  him  to  yctr! 
enjoy  him  freely,  and  return  to  a  happf 
iifc ;  I  am  Scordanes !" 

At  thefe  words  both  of  them  ftood 
with  fixed  eyes,  almoft  fainting  with  appre^ 
henfion.  The  minds  of  all  around  them 
were  employed  in  filent  admiration,  their 
affeftions  ready  to  follow' which  everway 
the  difcourfe  of  Poliarchus  and  Anasreftufe 
ihould  lead  them.  At  length  Anasreftus 
thus  expreffed  himfelf ;  "  That  you,  O 
king !  ihould  be  Scordanes— my  Scor* 
danes  ! — that  you  Ihould  live  and  reign, 
and  hav^  Anaereftus  in  your  arms  !-r-thefe 
are  fuch  wonders,  fuch  miracles !— O  yc 
gods,'  what  affurance  dp  you  give  me  of 
this  your  bounty !" 

^Then  faid  Poliarchus,  *«  You  fee  alfo 
him  who  hath  revenged  you  upon  yout 
impious  fubjefts.  Thofe  villains  are  fallen 
in  battle,  or  by  the  hand  of  the  execu- 
tioner ;  I  forced  them  to  quit  their -prey^ 
and  am  in  pofleflion  of  your  kingdom, 
•which  now,  dear  father,  I  reftore  to  you. 
Vol.  IV.  .K  —You 
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•—You  will  afk  me  by  what  forces  I 
conquered'  your  enemies  ?— I  made  this 
war  as  the  fon  of  Bricomandes,  who  being 
lately  taken  by  rhe  gods  into  their  man- 
fions^  I  oScr  you  his  kingdom  in  the 
iame  manner.— Give  me  leave  to.  be  bui: 
fecondto  you,  my  father,  it  will  be  a  greater 
glory  to  obey  you  than  to  conimand 
othersu    • 

Anaereftus,  elated  with  this  fudden  and 
unexpedted  bleffing,  embraced  Poliarchus 
with  his  eyes  lifted  up  to  Heaven.— And 
now  Hyanilbe  drew  near,  and  claimed  a 
ftiare  in  their  joy  -,  and  Archombrotus  re- 
joic^d  in  the  favour  of  the  gods  and  in  his 
own  viftory  :  and  Poliarchus  acknow- 
ledged that  Archombrotus  had  done  as 
much  for  him  by  this  accident,  as  he  had 
done  for  him  in  the  death  of  Radirobanes. 
Creftor,  Simplidlus,  and  the  reft,  as  they 
could,  getting  up  to  Anaereftus,  were  fe- 
verally  to  be  fa^isfied  with  kifling,  em- 
bracing, and  fpeaking  to  him,  above  all,  the 
foldier  that  firft  knew  him  gloried  in  the 
difcovcry,  and  exulted  both  for  joy  and  in 

the 
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the  hope  of  reward.  Anaereftus,  divided 
among  fo  many,  with  difficulty  returned 
to  Poliarchus.  They  tookr  Hyanifbe  be- 
tween them  s  Archombrotus  went  before 
his  mother,  fo  going  out  of  the  temple, 
they  could  hardly  pafs  through  the  mul- 
titude of  the  people;  while  all  men  ftrove 
to  fhew  their  affcftion,  while  all  defire  to 
fce^  and  be  feen,  the  way  was  fcarcely 
broad  enough  for  the  throngs  of  people 
that  came  from  the  city  and  the  camp. 
For  thofe  who  were  no  way  concerned  for 
Ansereftus  or  Gallia,  yet  either  to  flatter 
the  princes,  or  being  of  themfelves  dift 
pofed  to  immoderate  rejoicing,  knew  not 
when  to  give  over  their  falutations, 
fliouts,  and  applaufes^ 


K2    -         CHAR 
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CHAP.    XIV. 

An  excellent  difcourfe  of  King  Amerejius^  con- 
cerning the  courfe  of  the  worlds  and  the 
benefits  of  a  retired  life. 

WHEN  they  came  to  the  court, 
there  were  forfie  ready,    by  the 
command  of  Poliarch'us,  to  exchange  the 
mean  habit  of  Ansereftus  for  apparel  fit 
for  a  king  j  but  he  holding  faft  his  own 
garment,  put  afide  the  purple  robes  :  and 
when  Poliarchus  befought  him  to  lay  afide 
that  habit  of  forrow,    he  anfwered,  The 
gods  had  not  deferved  fo  ill  of  him,  that 
he  fhould  quit  their  fervice  */  it  was  his 
happinefs  that  the  perfon  enjoyed  his  king- 
dom whom  he  had  long  defired  to  make 
his  heir :  but  for  the  reft,  he  would  not 
Any  more  be  toiSed  upon  the  waves  of 
worldly  troubles  j   he  therefore  intreated 
them  not  to  deprive  him  of  his  precious 
poverty,  nor  think.him  unprofitable  to  his 

,    friends, 


THE    PHCENIX.      tit 

friends,  who  by  his  familiar  accefs' to  the 
gods  might  procure  their  favour  fot  thofe 
whom  he  loved..    This  great  and  ferious 
conftancy  of  mind  in   this. excellent  old 
man,  thus  perfifting  in  a  retired  courfe  of 
Efe,  gave  occafion  for  various  opinions  ; 
»and  while  fome  admired   his   refolution, 
others  wondered  how  aufterity  of  life  could 
avail  in  the  worihip  of  the  gods.     Poli- 
archus  ufed  many  arguments  to  overthrow 
this  refolution  of  Anaereftus,    and  recal 
liim  to  the  exercife  of  his  kingly  office^ 
Anacreftus  hearkened  to  all  their  fpeeches^ 
(for  many  perfuadcd  him  to  the  fame  ef- 
fe<5t)  with  a  moft  patient  riknce,  infomuch 
that  many  believed  he  was  not  unwilling 
to   be  confuted.     So,   paufing  for  fomc 
time,  either  that  he  might  at  once  defeat 
all  their  reafonings,  or  that  he  might  take 
time  to  be  prepared  for  hisr  defence,  and 
deferve  the  fame  quiet  attention  from. them* 
all,    at    length,     with  a  modeft  counte- 
nance and  eyes  lifted  up  to  heaven,'  he 
thus  began: 

K  I,  '       **  That^ 
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"  That  there  is  a  fupreme  Being  wh(J 
created  all  things,  the  courfe  of  the  fun^ 
which  never  wanders  out  of  his  circle,  the 
order  of  the  moon  and  ftars,  with  the 
whole  fyftem  of  nature,  do  fufficiently  per- 
fuade  all  men,  but  thofe  who  with  a  proud 
conceit  of  their  own  wifdom,  or  a  worfe 
than  brutifli  negligence  have  blinded  their 
own  minds ;  but  can  we  think  thi^  holy 
Power,  from  whom  fo  many  excellent 
things  proceed,  this  God  who'is  the  foun- 
tain of  all  virtues,  who  by  the  gift  of  rea- 
fon  hath  prefcribed  juftice  and  equity  to 
man,  can  be  pleafed  with  thofe  vices  with 
which  man  hath  corrupted  his  nature  ?— 
The  law  of  nature  could  not  be  given  by 
any  but  hini  that  is  moft  juft,  but  can  he 
be  juft  if  hp  fuffer  fo  many  fins  to  efcape 
unpunifhcd  ?—— Whoever  therefore  hath 
his  heart  touched  with  the  love  of  virtue, 
a  defire  to  obtain  the  favour  of  the  gods, 
and  a  fear  of  divine  vengeance,  ought 
above  all  things  to  Ibun  thofe  vices  that 
are  infamous  by  the  dcftrudVion  of  fo  many 

human 
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Jiufman  creatures. — Now  thefe  vices  arc 
fbme  of  them  engrafted  in  our  natures, 
and  fome  derived  ftom  others ;  againft  all 
thefe  fins  we  find  this  ftrift  and  retired 
manner  of  living  to  be  the  mod  efFeftual 
remedy:  for  firft,  thofe  immoderate  paf- 
fions  that  do  us  the  moft  harm  are  by  this 
method  fo  difarmed,  as  if,  when  you  tame 
wild  beafts,  you  ftiould  take  away  their 
teeth  and  nails  •,  that,  in  cafe  they  Ihould 
return  to  their  favage  nature  again,  they 
may  be  difabled  from  doing  any  mifchief : 
fb  the  defire  of  pieafure,  by  the  conflant 
pra6tice  of  aufferity,  lofes  its  ftrength  in 
us.  And  if  that  flame  Ihould  by  chance 
arife  again  out  of  the  afhes,  yet  it  fliall 
not  be  able  to  do.  harm,  as  it  were;  in  the 
empty  and  unfurnifhed  houfes  of  our  bo- 
dies, where  the  inftruments  of  riot  and 
luxury  are  wanting.  Avarice  is  rendered 
ufelefs  by  fimple  poverty,  and  a  mean  and 
abjeft  life  that  defpifes  itfelf  is  afhamed  of 
pride ;  and  fo  the  reft  of  the  mind's  dif- 
cafes,  as  anger;  envy,  fear,  prefumptiori, 
K4  in 
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in  this  holy  and  fevere  retirement  are  ex- 
tinguiflied,  like  fire  wanting  fuel  to  nou- 
rifh  it.  The  foul  having  throjvn  off  the 
yoke  of  thefe  vices  is  reftored  to  its  liber- 
ty, and  the  paffions,  accuftomed  to  fubjec- 
tion,  dare*  not  will  or  refufe  any  thing 
without  permifSon  from  reafon.  By  thefe 
means  we,  that  are  our  own  greateft  ene- 
mies, by  cutting  off  or  corredting  the 
power  of  unbridled  nature,  arc  brought 
to  a  habit  of  found  and  profitable  virtue. 

"  I  come  now  to  thofe  weapons  that  are 
aimed  againft  us  from  the  contagioii  of 
other  men's  vices,  of  fatal  and  too  certain 
effeft;  and  I  verily  believe,  that  more 
men  fin  out  of  example  than  from  natural 
inclination ;  for  we  defire  to  pleafe  our 
friends,  and  to  fuit  ourlelves  to  their  dif- 
pofitions  J  and  it  is  feldom  fccn  that  any 
perfon  lives  long  among  the  wicked^  with- 
out being  at  firft  inclined  to  palliate  and 
excufe  their  faults,  and  after  a  while  being 
infefted  with  the  fame  himfelf.  — Thus 
athsx  mens  ambition  cnflames  our  pride,. 

thdc 
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their  avarice  fets  us  to  labour  for  riches  ;> 
being  deceived  by  cunning,  you  will  apply 
your  mind,  that  before  was  innocent,  to 
the  fame  vice  to  revenge  yourfelf. — ^By  the 
hatred  of  your  enemy  you  will  learn  to 
hate  again ^And  becaufe  fome  men  rec- 
kon the  bolcjnels  of  fin.  for  manly  darings 
and  eftecni  it  covyardice  to  fear  the  gods, 
ijiany  fall  into  fin  for  fear  of  this  difgrace^ 
rather  to  recommend  themfclves  to  fuch  ^? 
have  no  regard  to  virtue,  than  becaufe 

thcmfelves  are  in  love  with  their  vices, 

-But  the  innocence  of  our  fociety  removps 
all  thefe  temptations  out  of  our  way;  we 
fly.from  the  infection  of  the  wicked,  and,' 
without  the  imputation  of  cowardice,  arp 
at  liberty  to  fear  the  gods., 

"But  to  Come  nearer  to  myfelf,  how 
often  doth  the  malignity  of  fortune,  or 
•  croflTes  in  their  affairs,  invite  prince^,  by  * 
powerful  temptations  and  great  rewards, 
to  fin  ?— *efpecially  when  it  happens  that 
what  is  juft  and  lawful  feems  inconvenient, 
contrary  to  their  honour  and  the  policy  qF 
K  5  ftate? 
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ftatc  ? — ^Upon  fuch  occafions,  to  deceive^' 
to  diffemble,  to  falfify  their  word  and  pro- 
mife,  is  thoiight  wife  and  commendable  in* 
kings ;  as  if  the  gods  had  ordained  that 
Vie  ofEce  of  governing  niankind  could  not 
t>e  executed  without  the  afliftance  of  vice 
Bnd  wickednefi. — ^Sometimes  they  ftudy  to 
fow  diflenfion  «mong  the    neighbouring 
princes,    that  others  being  employed  in 
procuring  their  own  mifery,  they  may  en- 
joy quiet  and  fecurity.— Sometimes  with 
bribes  and  prefaits  they  endeavour  to  cor- 
rupt the  friends  and  fervants  of  other  po- 
tentates to  betray  their  mailers. — What 
ihall  we  fay  of  their  fometimes  punifliing 
even  the  innocent  for  a  warning  to  others, 
as  if  it  were  a  crime  to  be  able  to  offend 
them  ? — What  of  their  neglefting  the  in- 
juries of  the  common  people  when  oflfered 
by  thofe  who  have  ferved  them  in  their 
wars  or  private  pleafures  ? — He  that  can 
carry  off  thefe  things  with  the  mod  art  and 
policy  is  moft  praifed  for  it,   and  I  am 
ready  to  bfelieve  there  are  fome  here  pre- 

fent. 
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jfcnt,  that  wonder  I  (hould  ^eak  of  thefe 
things^  as  unjuft  and  hateful  to  the  gods  5 
^—yet^thefe  are  the  things  that  have  made 
my  government  burthenfome  to  nae,  not 
indeed  at  the  time  when  I  reigned  and 
committed  thefe  or  the  like  offences  my- 
felf,  but  fince  the  mifts  of  cuftom,  ad- 
vantage, and  prejudice  being  difpelled,  I 
now,  being  an  impartial  judge  of  thefe 
things,  wonder  at  the  cloud  from  which  I 

have  been  delivered. Pardon  me,  great 

queen,  and  you,  my  Ion !— I  condemn 
not  your  fituation.— It  is  the  part  of  great 
.fpirits,  lilc-e  yours,  to  bridle  your  fortunes 
-with  the  facred  curb  of  virtue,  and  govern 
all  thefe  defires ;  but  I  that  am  weaker 
ftand  in  fear  that  I  (hould  not  be  able  to 
refift  thefe  whirlwinds. —  Neither  is  the 
ftate  of  kings  only  fubjedl  to  thefe  dan- 
gers,— vices  lie  in  wait  for  all  forts  of 
men,  of  all  degrees  and  ages ;  but  we  find 
this  our  order  a  powerful  remedy  againft 
them,  which  commands  us  to  hold  thofe 
things  vile  and  contemptible,  for  which 
♦    '  K6  others- 
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others  run  into  the  commiflion  of   alfe 
manner  of  crimes."    /' 

Poliarchus  did  not  approve  of  this  \m^ 
common  and  fevere  philolbphy^^    "  If  aH. 
men  (faid  he)  fhould  be  of  your  opinion^ 
my  deareft  father,  there  would  be  no  in- 
habitants in  the  towns,  the  hu(bandmeA- 
would  not  till  the  ground,  the  failor  would 
not  go  to  fea,  the  merchant  would  not^ 
fend  abroad  his  commodities,  nor  bring, 
home  new    in   exchange-,   all  arts   and 
trades  would  be  neglefted,  but  thofe  your 
fe verity  fhould  judge  neceffary  to  fuppoit 
the  life  of  man.     Thedefarts  only  would 
be  populous  5  and  (as  you  renounce  mai*- 
riage)  in  one  age  the  human  race  wpuldL' 
be  cxtinft."    Hyaniibe  declared  herfelf  gni 
Poliarchus's  fide,  and  many,  by  looks  and  = 
geftures,    aflented  to  him,^   as  defending, 
the  common  caufe.     But  Anaereftus  reft- 
\ny  upon  his  own  ftrength,  refumed  his- 
argument  witli  a  cheerful  look^  fo  that  it 
might  be  perceived  he  was  little  moved* 
by  Poliarchus's  rcaibns,**-— "  If  any  of 

our. 
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oor  auditors  (laid  he)  flloiUd  have  amindi 
to  try  the  fecrets  of  our  kind  of  life,  let- 
not  your  arguments,,  my  fon,  deter  hitrur 
or  make  him  believe  that  his  chaftity  will 
depopulate  the  world.— Let  him  willingly- 
enter   among  us.—— There  will  remain ^ 
enough  to  fupport  the  human  race;  trades 
willttill  flourifh,  and  there  will  be  people: 
fufBcient  to  inhabit  the  cities  and  manure 
the  fields,    befides  a  fuperfluou^  number 
for  the  fates' to  difpofe  of  by  war,  pefti- 
lence,  earthquakes,    and  many  kinds  of 
defolation.— Fear  not  that  all  the  world: 
Ihould  devote  themfdves  to  our  philofo-  - 
phy  !-^The  gods  hold  this  favour  at  too^ 
high  a  rate  to  impart  it  to  the  bulk  df  ' 
mankind  ;  no  man  can  defire  it  without  a- 
divine  inlpulfe,  nor  contintie  in  it  without : 
their  afliftance,  becaufe  their  minds,  being; 
weakened  with'  human  pleafures,  would: 
fly  from  it  as  the  objeft  of  hatred  and  con- 
tempt, were  it  not  for  the  fecret  reward 
of  divine  pleafure:    but  as   the  general.] 
gives  pay  to  hone  but  thofe  who  are  duly  en- 

lifted,. 
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Efted,  fo  the  gods  give  the  true  relifh  for 
this  kind  of  life  to  thofe  only  whom  tHem- 
fclves  have  called  to  it.  If  therefore  any 
man,  not  fb  much'  a  friend  to  himfelf  as 
angry  with  fortune  or  ambition,  becaufe 
perhaps  his  views  have  failed  of  fiicccfs,  if 
fuch  an  one  fhould  caft  anchor  in  our  port^ 
prefuming  that  he  may  there  lawfully  re- 
pine at  his  fortune  and  complain  of  his 
deftiny;  fuch  an  one,  untefs  by  the  im- 
mediate help  of  the  gods  he  (hall  caft  off 
his  former  habits  and  affcdions,  cannot 
continue  long  in  our  profeflion. — Others 
of  light  minds,  out  of  an  inconfiderate 
and  weak  imagination  pf  the  rewards  of 
virtue,  offer  to  undergo  our  l^ours,  thefe, 
like  ftones  thrown  out  of  flings,  are  at 
firft  extremely  fervent  in  their  ftudies  and 
devotions,  but  as  foon  as  the  force  of  tte 
engine  ceafes,  they  grow  faint  and  tired, 
and  wonder  at  their  own  heavinefs.  But 
befides  the  fpurs  of  devotion  and  the  fear 
pf  the  gods,,  there  are  required,  reafon, 
fortitude,  and  patience,  all  of  which  are 

found 
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found  but  in  a  fcw^    Our  difeipUne  oon- 
fifts  not  in  the  habit  we  wear,  nor  in  the 
name,  nor  the  houfe,  no,  nor  yet  in  oiir 
kbours^  greater  than  which  are  often  im«- 
pofed  on  men  by  pride,  avarice,  and  an*- 
bition  ;  and  thofe  thus^  condemned  fuffcr 
more  than  thofe  in  the  mines  or  the  gal- 
leys ;  it  is  only  a  right  and  cheerful  profc 
fperity  of  the  mind  towards  the  gods  that 
fanftifies  all  thefe  things  in  os^    which 
otherwife  would  be  unprofitable,  andofterj- 
times  profane:  to  ncgleft  riches,  torefufe 
honours,  to  free  the  mind  from  worldly 
cares,  is  indeed  perfeft  virtue,    if  it  be 
done  in  order  to  ferve  and  pleafe  the  gods*: 
but  if  any  man  forfake  worldly  honours, 
riches,  or  pleafuresi  only  to  make  a  boaft 
of  that  refignation— •  If  any  man  fly  from 
bufinefe  only  to  live  in  idlenefs  and  boaft 
of  voluntary  poverty,  when  he  only  took 
this  courfc  that  he  might  not  be  compelled 
to  it,  this  man  only  abufes  the  world  with 
vain  cunning,  unprofitable  both  to  gods 
and  men. 

"IdQ 
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•«'  I  do  not  therefore,  my  fon,  pdrfuade 
all  men  to  the  ftudy  and  praftice  of  this 
philofophy  5  for,  in  refpeft  to  the  infinite 
numbers  of  mortal  men,  few  will  be  de- 
firous  to  feefc  after  the  happinefs  of  a  re^ 
clufe  life  j  and  even  of  them  there  will  ber 
fome  that,  relying  more  upon  their  ^wn 
will  than  the  direction  of  the  gods,  feek 
it  either  in  vain  or  to  their  own  mifchief — 
But  you  will  fay  I  wilh  this  inclination  to 
all  good  men  •,— neither  is  that  my  defire  -, 
for  who  then  (hould  make  war  againft  the 
wicked? — who  then  fhould. govern  'the 
commonwealth? — h^f  whom  fhould  un- 
ruly vices  be  reftrained,  if  all  virtue  fhould- 
give  itfelf  up  to  folitude  and  poverty  ?— - 
It  is  a  great  charge  the  gois  have  given  ta 
men  who,    by  right  of  their  birth  or  by 
other  appointments,,  are  obliged  to  oppofe 
vices,  not  by  flying  from  them,  but  by 
refifting  them>  not  to  kill  all  defires  and 
afFe6lions  in  themfelves,    but  to  goverp 
them: — it  is  for  the  common  good  that 
there  fhould  be  fuch  mcn^  and  that  they 

Ihould 
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fliould  be  advanced  to  power  and  honours^ 
to  govern  in  facred  and  temporal  things^ 
to  be  fathers  of  families,  and,  being  min^ 
gled  upon  the  earth  with  wicked  men,  t(> 
reftrain  thoir  infolence  againft  the  gods^ 
and  avert  their  decrees  againft  men : — but 
above  all  the  reft^  who  is  fo  excellent, 'fc^ 
ufeful,  fo  gldrious  a  beings  as  a  wife  and 
virtuous  king  ?— if  he  fhall,  by  his  laws: 
and  example,  amend  the  age  he  lives  in ; 
—if,    by  imitating  him,  he  fliall  draw 
mankind  to  worfhip  and  imitate  the  gods ; 
how  much  more  fruitful  a  virtue  will  this 
be,  than  tf  he  grew  old  in  folitary  fanc- 
tity?— You  will  perhaps  aflc  me  then; 
why  I  do  not  rather  defire  of  the  gods  thi& 
greater  and  more  glorious  garland?-—! 
anfwer,  Becaufe  they  have,  tp  my  appre- 
henfion,  given  me  notice  that  it  is  their 
pleafure  I  fhould  reft  contented  with  being 
at  peace  with  them ; — and  not  take  any 
further  care  of  tny  kingdom,  which  it  was 
their  pleafure  I  fhould  lofe ; — ^^and  this  day 
cfpccially,  they  command  mc  to  perfift  ia 
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my  retired  courfe  of  lite,  fince  I  under^ 
ftand  that  the  fortune  of  my  kingdom  and 
family  arc  devolved  upon  thee^  my  fon.— » 
And  the  happinefs  of  fo  great  an  heir, 
whom  the. gods  have  beftowed  upon  me,- 
convinces  me  that  I  fliould  not  take  away 
the  crown  from  him  to  whom  I  defired  -to 
give  ir."  He  concluded  this  difcourfe 
with  fo  grave  and  compofed  a  countenance; 
that  it  was  apparent  his  conftaney  was  not 
diflcmbled,  but  that  he  poflcflfed  a  fixed 
and  fettled  rcfolution  :  all  that  were  pre* 
fent  paid  due  honour  to  fuch  real  and  un* 
feigned  virtue,—"  But  (faid  Poliarchus) 
you  will  not  at  kaft,  my  -father,,  refufe  us 
your  company  into  Sicily  ?— the  gods  wili 
favour  you ;  and,  whether  by  fea  or  land^ 
you  will  make  out  journey  profperous.-— 
When  we  fhall  be  returned  to  Gallia,  I 
promife  you  that  you  fhall  live  in  what 
manner  beft  pleafes  you;  ami  certainly 
you  owe  thus  much  to  your  country,  to 
give  it  the  benefit  of  your  example." 

Anaereftus  without   hefitation    granted 
tim  requcft.— Afterwards  they  all  eat  to- 

geth^. 
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gethen— Poliarchus  could  now  endure  the 
prefence  of  Archombrotus,  and  fuppe^ 
with  him  at  Hyaiiifbe's  table : — having  in 
a  great  meafure  recovered  his  ftrength,  he* 
fettkd  the  time  of  their  dejparture  with  the 
queen  for  the,  next  day  but  one ;  Hyartifbe 
wrote  the  letter  fhe  had  promifed  to  Me* 
kander,  which  (he  delivered  to  her  fon, 
together  with  the  cafket  which  PoHarchus^ 
had  recovered  from  the  pirates,  giving  him 
ftrift  charge  to  keep  it  carefully,  as  the 
thing  upon  which  his  fate  depended,  and 
prefent  it  to  Meleander.  "  But  think,, 
faid  Ihe,  that  you  have  ErifthoiMUS  de- 
livered to  your  care  by  Pallas.  If  yoik 
break  the  feal  and  look  into  what  you 
carry,  you  will  fruftratc  my  labour,  and 
ruin  your  own  and  my  happinefs  j  but 
when  you  fhall  deliver  this  calket  untouched 
to  Meleander,  and  fee  your  own  felicity 
drawn  out  of  it,  you  will  then  know  how 
much  yeu  are  bound  to  Poliarchus,  who 
recovered  it  from  the  pirates  th^t  had 
ftolen  it/* 

After 
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After  this  it  was  debated  whether  they 
Ihoiild  both  go  in  the  fame  ihip  -,  but  their 
dignity  and  emulation  required  thaj  they 
ftiould  refolve  upon  what  was  moft  feeure. 
It  was  thought  proper  that  they  Ihould  go 
each  with  his  own  fleet;  but  he  that  ar- 
rived firft  fbould  wait  for  the  other  in  the 
port,  and  from  thence  they  Jl^ould  joia 
company,  and  go  together  to  the  court. 


CHAB. 
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CHAP,    XV, 

Preparations  for  the  voyage  to  Sicily,  Polir 
arcbus  and  Archombrotus  embark.  An^- 
refius  goes  with  them.  Meleander  re- 
ceives  Poliarepus's  letters.  His  mijirufi 
of  Gobrias. 

IN  the  mean  time  Archombrotus  be- 
ftowed  upon  his  fcrvants  the  titles  and 
offices  ufual  in  the  courts  of  kings.  He 
himfelf  was  adorned  with  all  the  enfigns 
of  majefty,  and  by  his  mother  intitled  the 
King  of  Sardinia,  that  he  might  not  feera 
inferior  in  dignity  to  Poliarchus. — Hya- 
nifbe,  remembering  that  flie  was  preferved 
by  the  valour  of  the  Gauls,  gave  a  largefs 
to  every  one  of  them.  When  their  de- 
parture was  proclaimed,  all  forts  of  people 
attended  them,  and  many  of  the  Mauri- 
tanian  nobility  went  with  their  prince. 
The  Sicilians  that  came  with  Archonibro- 
tus  had  a  faftion  among  themfelves  •, .  a 
^rcat  part  of  them  renewed  their  former 

love 
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love  to  Poliarchus  :  his  heroic  virtues,  his 
valour,  the  fweet  affability  of  his  beha- 
viour, all  thefe  things  winning  their  af- 
feftions,  became  ftill  more  powerful  when 
they  found  he  was  a  king.  And  on  the 
oAer  fide,  Archombrotus  was  a  man  illuf- 
trious  both  in  virtue  and  fame ;  and  as 
they  came  from  Sicily  under  his  command, 
they  were  afhamed  to  go  over  to  his  rival. 
But  the  marriage  of  Argenis,  which  was 
the  ftrongeft  tie  to  engage. their  hearts, 
was  fo  doubtful,  thatitferved  to  moderate 
their  affciftions,  and  each  fide  was  the  more 
courteous  to  the  other,  becaufe  if  the  other 
party  fhould  prevail,  there  might  be  room 
for  excufe  and  reconciliation.  There  was 
an  old  altar  upon  the  fhore,  founded  by 
one  of  the  ancient  kings,  and  in  high 
cfteem  for  fanftity  during  many  ages  5 
upon  that  failors  ufed  to  oflfer  inccnfc  or 
facrifice  to  Neptune  when  they  fet  fail,  or 
returned  fafe  to  land :  thither  Hyanifbc 
brought  Poliarchus  and  her  fon  when  they 
were  going  on  board  their  fhips  5  "  I  have 
no  doubt  (faid  Ihe)  that  you  will  both 

faith- 
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faithfully  obferve  the  promife  you  have 
jtnade  me ;  yet  I  have  only  provided  againfl: 
reviving  paft  differences ;  but  I  know  how 
oeafily  accidents  may  fall  out  to  inflame 
princes  defirous  of  a  quarrel,  by  which  they 
may  fuppofe  themfclves  freed  from  the 
articles  of  agreement  between  them,  Be- 
iides,  new  differences  may  arife  between 
your  followers,  not  comprehended  within 
your  league.  If  any  fuch  thing  fhould 
happen,  I  delire  that  you  will  both  be 
bound  to  eaqh  other  upon  the  facred  altar 
,of  that  god,  whofe  watery  kingdom  you 
are  now  entering    upon,    that  you  will 

-  reckon  thefe  new  diflenfions  among  your 

-  old  ones,  of  which  you  for  my  fake  have 
.deferred  the  revenge,  that  no  tumult  may 

interrupt  the  certain  happinefs  to  which 
I  fend  you,— Take  heed,  my  dear  young 
men,  and  grant  this  favour  to  a  woman 
that  is  full  of  care  for  your  fakes  ! —  In 
the  mean  time  I  Ihall  with  equal  vows 
and  prayers  commend  you  to  all  the  pow^ 
.  jers  of  Heaven ;  if  I  can  tell  in  my.ow<^ 
Jjeaiac  which  of  you  is  moft  dear  to  ror, 

I  befecclj 
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1  bcfcech  the  gods  that  neither  of  you 
may  regard  what  I  have  given  you  in 
charge,  nor  ever  fee  me  alive  again  !"— 
They  were  overcome  by  thefe  ingenuous 
cxpreffions  of  iincere  love,  and  ratified 
upon  the  altat  all  that  (he  had  requefted. — 
Then  fhe  embraqed  them  both,  fometimes 
ipeaking  to  one,  fometimes  to  the  other, 
as  they  palled  along  the  fliore,  often  re- 
peating the  fame  things,  not  fatisfied  with 
looking  on  them ;  bidding  them  farewel, 
calling  them  back,  and  repeating  the 
adieu.— She  alfo  intreated  Anaereftus,  who 
went  in  the  (hip  with  Poliarchus,  to  fup- 
ply  her  place  to  them  both,  and  preferve 
the  peace  inviolate,  concluding  that  neither 
Poliarchus  nor  Archombrotus  could  refufe 
him  any  thing  -,  for  as  a  father'  and  an 
interpreter  of  the  will  of  the  gods  he  had 
power  over  them  both.  **  For  how  often 
are  young  men  (faid  (he)  to  be  reminded  of 
their  own  good  and  fafety ;  finally,(hedefircd 
that  he  would  confider  thegreateft  pledges 
ijof  Europe  and  Africa  were  committed  to 
liis  trult" — *Anserefti»   applauded    the 

queen's 


THE  PH.CENJX.      Ml 

4qtieeii's  care,  and  prosiifefl  that  he  ^K)uki 
fbr  her  fake;,  for  the  l6ve  of  thfe  youqg 
imen ;  and,  aiBove  all,  for  his  duty  to  the 
gods  take^  riris  charge  iipon  hm.  At 
length  it  was  agreed,  th^  in  courtejiy  as 
aftranger,  PoKarchus  fhouM  flrft  embalrk, 
Archombrotus  bearing  him  con^aay  ^ 
1^  fea-fide.  The  Cicrifices  were  ilain  ac- 
cording to  their  cuftom,  and  the  inwards, 
after  they  had  prayed  to  Neptune,  botih 
the  princes  together  call:  into  the  fca ; 
then-Archonibrotufi,  in  a  boat,  went  on 
board  the  admirars  Ihip:  the  fliore  rer 
founded  with  the  ihouts  of  the  feilors, 
ruftling  of  tiie  tackle,  and  the  oars  daihing 
in  the  fea,  .  Timoriides  was  in  doubt  whe- 
ther to  be  glad  or  forry,  that  his  charge  as 
ambaflkdor  prcve^ited  his  return  to  his 
Qwh  country.  That  the  truce  might  be 
ifjathfoUy  obferved,  it  was  agreed  between 
the  kings,  *that  if  the  Gauls  gave  any 
offence,  Archonibrotus  ftiould  anfwer 
"tfeem ;  and  tf  the^  Maurita'nians,  they 
.  jfliould  be  judged  by^Pcfliarqhws  >  and  that 
their  fleets  might  notbeoonlfufeiijly  mingled 
^    Vol.  IV.  L  in 
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in  the  voyage,  they  divided  the  fca  be- 
tween them :  ArchomtMx>tus  held  his  courfe 
near  the  land^  but  Poliarchus  kept  in  die 
43pen  fea ;  and  in  this  manner  they  failed 
with  a  fair  wind  for  Sicily. 

Many  days  were  now  pafled  fince  Ar- 
fidas  arrived  in  Sicily  with  the  letters  from 
Poliarchus  and  Timonides  to  Meleander 
ftnd  Argenis^  Not  long  after  hini  came 
Bocchus  the  meflenger  from  Hyanifte  and 
Archombrotus  ;  but  fome  fwifier  than 
cither  of  them  Jiad  already  reported  in 
Sicily,  that  Pojiarchus,  one  of  the  greateft 
kings  of  Gallia,  had  bought  with  Radi- 
robanes  in  Mauritania,  and  deprived  him 
q{  his  glory  and  his  life.  This  fome  mer* 
chants  reported,  who  had  left  Africa  be* 
fore  Archombrotus  arrived  with  his  fleet 
from  Sicily. .  Meleander,  moved  with  the 
news,  fcnt  for  the  principal  merchant,  and 
enquired  of  him  .whether  he  only  heard 
this  ftory  from  others,  or  were  himlcjf 
prefent  at  the  time  ?  The  merthant  ah- 
fwered.  That  h^  w^  the^  m  Mauritania 
wb«i  kiri^  Poliarchus  landed  h\s  army  if\ 
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defence  of  queen  Hyanifbe ;  that  fliortlf 
after  Radirobanes  came  againft  her  with 
great  forces  -,  that  they  fought  two  battles^ 
and  in  the  fecond  Radirobanes  was  flain 
by  Poliarchus  ;  and  foon  after  the  Sardi- 
nians in  great  confufion  left  Africa,  He 
could  hardly  gain  belief  of  Meleander, 
who  revolved  in  his  mind  the  ruin  of 
Radirobanes,  and  the  good  fortune  of 
Hyanifbe.  But  the  name  of  Poliarchus; 
ftuck  moft  with  him,  as  cbnfidering  whe- 
ther this  were  the  fame  perfon  that  was^ 
his  preforver,  the  enemy  of  Lycogenes, 
diat  as  a  private  man  had  once  been  fa 
dear  to  him,  and  afterwards  injurioufly 
driven  out  of  Sicily. 

^or  was  Argenis  lefs  aftoniflied  at  the 

rqport,  when  fhe  was  informed  of  it  by. 

the -fame  merchant ;,  fhe  was  pleafed  with 

one  part  of  the  account,  but  many  others 

raifed    her  doubts    and  fufpicions.     She 

tvondered  what  could  induce  Poliarchus 

to  ftay  with  the  'mother  of  Archombrotus, 

and  to- undertake  her  defence,  neglefting 

^^jsf  and  Sicily,    Did  he  then  make  war 

L.  2.  for 


for  his  abfent  rival,  who  knew  not  df  the 
ftrvice  done  him,  unmindful  of  his  faith 
given  to  her,  and  of  his  promifed  return^ 
while  every  day  and  every  place  ofFered 
her  frefti  occaficm   of  grief  ?  — She  hM 
hated  Archombrotus,    becaufe  he  would 
have  deprived  PoKarchus  of  her ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  he,  forgetting  both'  his  tove 
to  her,  Mid  hatred  to  him,  had  given  aid 
to  his  rival,  that  he  might  return  to  Sicily 
a  glorious  and  triumphant  wooer  ^  yet  was 
riie  lady  well  pleafed  with  the  death  of 
Radirobanes ;  and  being  ready  to  think 
the  beft  of  Poliarchus,    fometimes    flie 
would  fay,  "  Perhaps  he  fought  not  Hy- 
anifbe's  quarrel,  butane  ; — not  defiring 
to  aflift  Archombrotus,  but  ordy  to  ruin 
Radirobai)es.— I  wifhed  for  nothing  more 
than  the  deftruftion  of  Radirobanes,  and 
the  gods  have  doubled  their  favours  to 
me,  in  that  he  received  his  punifliment 
irom  the  hand  of  Poliarchus/' — Then  ihe 
pleafed  herfelf  with  thinking  of  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  vidtory,  fo  glorious  to  Poliar- 
chus,  aod  hoped  fhOfcly  to  receive   an 

account 
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account  of  it  by  ktters  from  himfelf.  I« 
happened  fortunately,  that  the  merchant 
had  not  heard  how  dangeroudy  Poiiarchus 
was  wounded,  or  elfe  he  omitted  it  through 
negligence  in  his  relation  tO'  Meleander 
^d  Argenis. 

But-wlien  Arfidas  came  out  of  Africa, 
a  more  certain  and  apparent  trouble  em- 
ployed the  mind  of  the  princefs ;  for  he 
prcfenting  the  letters  of  Poliarchus  and 
Tinaonides  to  the  king,  they  more  fully.' 
related  all  that  had  palled,  thoic  of  TimO- 
fiides  dwelling  upon  the  praifes  of  Poli- 
archus, faying  how  great  a  kingdom  he 
reigned  over,  how  great  a.  fleet  he;  brought 
with  him,  full  of  able  men,  and  furnifhed 
^th  all  kind  of  warlike  (lores ;  how.  va« 
liantly  he  had  fought  againft  the  Sardi- 
msois^  and,  being  d^ngeroufly  woundedV 
lay  fome  time  fick  at  Hyanifbe's  court  i . 
how,    b^ing    juft    recovering   from    his 
wounds,  he  had  been  inflamed  with  rage, : 
hat^,  and  emulation  at  the  fight  of  Ar* 
chotpbrotus  •,   nor   wouki  they  have  de- 
ferred the  trial  of  their  cau^  had  not 
L  3  Hyanifl>e 
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Hyanilbe  mediated  between  their  fury,  to 
whofe  intreaty  they  both  yielded,  either 
to  be  made  friends  by  the  interpoIitk>n  of 
Meleandcr,  or  to  purfue  their  revenge  to 
the  uttermoft  in  Sicily  v  nor  did  Ariidas 
greatly  diflemble  the  caufe  of  their  enrtiity^ 
"which  he  knew  Timonides  had  written  at 
large,  and  which  upon  the  coming  of 
Bocchus  would  openly  be  divulged.  But 
when  he  came  to  Argenis,  and  exaggerated 
every  thing,  as  they  are  ufed  to  do  who 
believe  themfelves  willingly  heard,  he 
quickly  freed  the  lady's  mind  from  all  the 
fuipicions  (he  had  entertained.  Gobriaa 
was  rhe  partaker  of  all  thefe  joys,  who 
choofing  the  moft  proper  times,  fometimes 
privately,  at  ethers  publicly  met  and  con*, 
ferred  with  Argenis  and  Arfidas;  andfoon 
after  Bocchus  arrived,  and  confinned  all 
that  Arfidas  had  reported. 

But  Meleander  reje£ted  the  hopes  'and 
comforts  he  had  received  from  the  expul-- 
Jion  of  Radirobanes,   and  now  expeded 
nothing  but  abiblute  ruin.     He  thoughr 
it  was  not  for  nothing  that  Gobnas  and 
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his  Gauls  were  come  to  Sicily.  Lyco* 
genes  and  the  Sardinians  could  have  done 
but  little  mifchief ;  but  what  arms,  what 
power  had  Sicily  to  withftand  the  forces 
of  Gallia  and  Mauritania  ?— -Thus  full  of 
doubts,  and  complaining  of  his  fortune^' 
he  fent  for  Gobrias  :  he  was  then  witb 
Argenis,  who  made  no  doubt  that  her 
father  wanted  to  enquire  of  him  concern- 
ing Poliarchus  ;  fhe  therefore  advifed  hin* 
not  to  feem  fearful^  but;  ta  fpeak  freely 
of  what  he  knew  concerning  his  king  ^ 
for  things  were  now  in  fuch  a  fituation^ 
that  the  mafk  muft  be  taken  off  by.  dft« 
grees. 

The  perfon  who  was  fent  to  call  Gobrias 
to  the  king,  told  him,  that  he  was  in;  con- 
ference with  Argenis,  and  would  prefently: 
be  with  him  ;  tlus  alfo  increafed  Melcan* 
der*s  fofpicions,  yet  he  received  Gohriaar 
with  a  cheerful  countenance.  "  General 
^  (laid  lie)  why  have  you/fo  long  concealed 
from  me  the  name  of  your  king  ?— tO' 
whom  I  am  already  fo  much  obliged,  that 
you  have  brought  me  within  the  cenfure 
L  4  of 
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of  ingratitude,  in  not  fuffering  mc  for  his 
fake  to  give  you  better  entertainment?** 
Gobrias  excufed  his  filence,  for  that  none 
knew  better  than  Meleander,  that  thofe 
who  are  intruded  with  the  affairs  of  princes 
are  not  in  their  own  power  ;  that  therefore 
it  was  not  his  bufinefs  to  make  knowa 
what  his  king  (for  aught  he  knew)  might 
choofe  to  have  concealed.  Meleander  then 
told  him,  that  he  had  letters  from  Poli- 
archus  out  of  Africa ;  by  which  he  ac- 
quainted him,  chat  he  would  ihortly  be 
there.  •*  But.  (faid  he)  you  knew  this  long 
iince,  Gobrias,  and  therefore  waited  for 
him  here  with  your  fleet.**  "  Great  king 
(replied  Gobrias)  I  have  told  ypu  nothing 
but  truth,  that  a  temped  feparated  me 
from  the  reft  of  our  fleet ;  tod  (ince  that 
time  I  have  feeo  nothing  of  my  mafter^ 
nor  my  companions.  But  I  ilood  for  diis 
iiland,  betaufe,  though  I  was  unoertaia 
whidio*  my  king  was  bound,  yet  I  Jieard 
him  fay  he  wtt  to  pa&  by  the  coaft  of 
Sicily/' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.  xyj. 

^b^  ^^^hfi^fidffs  of  Meleander  -,  the  ofrival 
fif  ^Mchu^  md  4rch(ff^kMus  Hfoft  the' 
c^flfi  of  ^ici^  \    th,ey  fend  Gelanorus  ag^ 
Ma^a  as  amba^adcrs  fQ  Melf^n4er. 

AipS    Meleander  couJ4  draw  ijoiKing 
.  .more  out  qf  ^Gobria^,.  he  therdFore 
,di(mif&d  him ;    Ije  retired   to  his  qlofct- 
l¥hiere  his 'mind  was  tormented  with  va« 
jj0V^  agitations,  as  why  Poliarchus  fhould 
Jfiaye  fent  Gpbrias  fo  long  before  ?  why  he- 
bimfcif  ihould  bring  fo  great  a  fleet  out> 
of  G^ia,  unlefs  it  were  tp  claim  Argenis 
^with-the  fwojdy  and  perhaps  too   by  her' 
pwn  confcnt  ? — Had  not  fhe  flighted  Ar* 
chombrotus  upon  thefe  expeftations ? — or' 
,ipightit  not  be  flie  herlelf  that  had  r^ifed: 
this  ftorm  out  of  Gallia  ?— Then  the  letter 
from  Radirobanes,  the  death  of  SeleniflTa,'. 
the  fliory  g[  Thepcrine  and  PaHas,  all  thefe 
^hi9g5  crouded  thiemfelves  into  his  inquiet: 
ipijttdj.and  to  fill  up  the  naeafureof  his 
h  5  diftrels,, 
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diftrefs,  the  fear  of  his  own  daughter 
he  alfo  remembered  the  virtues  of  Poliar- 
chus,  a  man  every  way  worthy  to  be  his; 
f&n-in-law;  then  the  fliame  for  his  ex- 
pullion  and  his  injurious  treatment,  made 
him  afraid  to  give  way  to  his  regard*  for 
him ;  for  h^^nceived  that  Poliarchus  had 
juft  caufe  to  hate  and  defpife  him.— But 
if  after  all,  he  were  inclined  to  accept  of 
him  for  his  fon-in-law,  befides  theihame  of 
levity  and  inoonftancy,  he  refjpe&ed  the, 
laws  of  his  country,  which  forbade  him 
to  contraft  an  alliance  with  Gallia; — ^then 
he  confidered  the  power  of  Archombro- 
tus,  wIk)  was  grown  great  by  the  favour, 
of  the  Sicilians,  and  was  fupported  by  the 
ftrength  of  Mauritania.— He  would  havt 
expoftulatcd  with  his  daughter,  but  not 
knowing  what  the  gods  had  decreed,  he 
reftrained  his  anger,  left  be  (hould  offend 
him  that  was  appointed  to  be  his  fon-in- 
law ;  yet  once  thefe  words  efcapcd  him, 
"  You  expeft  Poliarchus,  daughter,  whom 
certainly  you  love  not  greatly,  fihce  yoiide- 
fire  to  fee  him  bathed  in  his  own  blood,  or 
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in  diat  of  Arehpnabrotus.**  She  with  a 
a  refolved  liienCe  kt  thoib  words  pafs  ^as 
if  (he  had  either  not  heard^  01^  not  under- 
ftood  them..  But  Cl^obulus;  EuricnedeSy 
and  the  reft  of  the  nobility,  were  now-more 
backwaKl  th^  ever  to  give  their  advice; 
beipg  loth  tO'  ofiend  Ar<;hombrotus  out  of 
refped  to  the  king,  &nd  aflured  that  in^ 
Qppofing.  Poliarchus  they>  fliould  offend^ 
Argenis^  And  Gobrias  being  afraid  that 
in  this>  Gonfuiion  he  fhoulcl  be  forbiddea 
the  coun^  therefore  to  prevent  a*  com- 
pelled departure,  he  went  back  to  hi* 
fhips,  as  if  to  look  to  his  charge,  and 
kept  them  in  readinefs,,  as/he  was  ordered 
by  Argenis* 

.  In  the  mjcan  time  Poliarchus  with  a  fair 
wind  reached  the  coaft  of  Sicily  5  the  firft 
land  that  appeared  to  him  was  the  pro- 
montory of  Liiybaeum,-  and  foon  after, 
amidft  the  cheerful  (houts  of  the.  failors 
and  the  dalhirig  of  their  oars,  they  made 
land  more  certainly,  at  laft  they  ftruck  fail 
before^ the  ifland  of  ^gufa..  As,  Poliarf 
ohus  was  uncertain*  whether  to  feek  Me- 
la. 6  leandcr 
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leaAder  at  Syracufa  ^  at  £iper6^^  he  fent 
fomc  to  LUfbacam  to  ef!qtt«re,whd  brouglit 
back  Word  that  the  king^iTas  at  fanor- 
ra«&.  They  theftforfeiteered  towards  Dpef- 
fahufti,  and  p^mg  by  AgatbyrKis  near 
thfc  ifle  of  Paconia,  fliey  met  wi&  Gobrias 
ahd  his  fleet;  for  at  €very  remove  of  the 
king  He  kept  tiheteaibooi^  to  be  ready  at 
-^ny  command  of  Argenk;  Pcdiarchus 
having  thus  kappify  found  him^  cocAd 
hardly  be  fati^fiol  with  Ifeeing  and  em- 
b^cing  hihi;;  clnd  Gobrias  ibmetii^nes  ttn^ 
br^crn^  his  k^ees^  then  kifling  his  hsmd^ 
was  fo  overjoyed  to  fee  his  king  alive,  f^S^ 
and  a  conqiicror,  that  not  his  age,  fex,  or 
profeflion  could  reftrain  him  from  fhedding 
tears;  he  alfo  congratulated  with  his  prin- 
cipal friends  on  their  victory;  but  Po!i- 
archus  [called  him  afide,  and  aJked  him 
^  what  he  had  done  there;  he  related  all 
tliat  had  pafled  from  his  firft  arrival,  and 
rejoiced  the  king  exceedingly,  dwelling  on 
the  fidelity  of  Argenis,  and  e^^tolfing  the 
iionftancy  of  Her  love ;  he  added,  that 
Mcleayider,   though  he  made  a  (hew  of 

.affeftion 
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arffefitioB  towards,  bioi,  tfeemod  iiibCit^ hiflf 
a  fincece  Inend ;  chatbetherc&re  redarmeo^ 
to  bis  fleet  1»y  the  adi^ce  of  Ar^nis^nd  ' 
kti^t  a  goard  upontkatxoaft.  Poljardbui^ 
hfiPiring  obtained  die  iiifoimatioB  he  der; 
filled,  and  infiAttxdy  ^ad  of  what  he  heari£ 
6S  ArgemS)  {mfeady  caft  anchor^,  sefcdv-^ 
kig  to  wait,  atcordiiig  to  <thdr  agreemient^ 
for  the  coming  of  Archombtotusr 

They  that  fiift  earned  the  nei^s  ta^ 
Meleamder  ef  the  arrival  of  Eoliarchus^ 
fleet,  could  hardly  msikej^ifn  belieirethac 
lie  brought  fudi «  lUHtibur  of  fliips^  anct 
ibch  ftores  of  warlUceprovifi(»i;  andnoinr 
thinking  himfelf  upon  the  brink  of  fo  gceat 
and  imminent  danger,  he  gavcbut  little  fidtfa 
to  the  letters  of  flyamfbe,cw4iidipromiie4 
Siat  army  ihould  do  him  no 'barm  4  but 
was  greatly  difpleded  ^h  her  whaiha4^ 
averted  this  war  from  her  xrvn  .  country^ 
and  turned  it,  as  he  thought,  upon  Sicily^ 
Then  he  fent  for  Argenis,  and  nownot 
peevilhly^but  with  a  deepconcern,  afkedAjer 
whether  thefe'foities^were  come  to  mafeejvnar 
agaioft  Sicily  ?«i-^d^)  that  ke  >Kcll^kneiiir 

that 
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ihac  Pofiavchns  wtxM  do  iiothing  witfume^ 
ker   knowledge   and    oon&at. — She  an- 
forered,.  That  Ibcyns  not  o£PctUa)nchus<sj 
eounfely.  nor  was  he  to  herknowledge  an^ 
enemy  tm  Sicily ;  but  thoiigh  by  her  fex 
and  knowledge  of  the  workl  (he  was  qua- 
lified fee  diflemblmg,  ihe  waf  not  able  to 
conceal  her  joy^   beiog    oafy  concerned 
that  they  came  fo  flowly^.for  no  relief  now 
feemed  fhort  or  fwifc  enough  to  her  that 
was  wearied  with  fo  long  expedation,  zn^ 
^become  impatient  of  delay* 
.    Archomhrotiis  thinking   to  have  mer 
ihekbg at  Syracura,-was  almofl  come  to 
Pachinus^    but  finding    his    miftake  h^ 
turned  back  to  Lilybaeum  :  when  the  re- 
port of  his  arrival  was  brought  to  Mele-^ 
aoder^  he  was  feized  witha  new  and  ftronger 
apprehenfion  of  danger.    On  one  fide  Po- 
Ikrchus  a  lover,  enraged  and  defperate— 
on  the  other  Archombrotus^  affiftod  by  the 
power  of  Mauritania,  returned  to  claim  his . 
promifed  marri^e.— Now  muft  Sicily,  he 
thought,  be  torn  ia  pieces  by  their  fury< 
or  the  fea  be  ftained  with  his  gore,, and 

Argeni^ 
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ilrgenis  purchafed  with  the  deftruftion  of 
one  dT^them.— What  Scylla,  what  Cha*- 
lybdis  did  ever  yet  devour  fo  many  lives?' 
*«— all  natbns  would  hold' Sicily  fatal  and 
'i^ihouy,  after  it  had  been  deluged  with, 
the  blood  of  fo  great  and' worthy  prince^.- 
* — Again,,  how  could  he  endure  the  figKt: 
of  Poliarchus  fprinkledwith  the  blood  of 
Archombrotusj    op    how  could  Argenis 
love  Archombrctus    trhimphant  in    the 
fpoils  of  Poliarchus  ?>*• Then  he  appealed: 
to  the  laws  of  nation:^  which  were  violatedi 
by  his  being*  deprived  of  the  right  of  dif- 
pofing  of  his  own  daughter ;   protefting 
that  his  alliance  was   fought  by  force  of 
arms.     Yet,. as  it  were  in  fpite  of  himfelf, 
in  the  midft.of  this  confufion  he  did  not. 
negle6lthe  reins  of  government;  he  draws 
together  air  that  were  fit  to  bear  arms,, 
and  appointed  fhips  to  girard  the  ports,, 
that  at  leaft  he  might  make  a  fhcw  of  de- 
fence ',  but  his  chief  and  fecret  confidence 
was  in  himfelf  and  Argenis ;  f6r  he  "^be- 
fieved  that  he  could  obtain  all  things  of  Ap- 

chombrotuS), 
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ehombratus,  and  at  thefiutie^oie  Boti^^* 
chus  could  refyie  nothing  to  Atg^rofo 

While  the  king's  mind  was  in  this  p^" 
plexity  wok!  was  brought  him  th^t  Ar- 
^hon>bropis's  Oiipp  were  conic  to  an  an- 
chor clofe  to:thofe.of  Poliarchp?,  and  re- 
*  mained  there,  in  fuch  qujetnefs  as  if  they 
were  but  one  fleet;  when  ^e  could  icarcely 
give  credit  tp  this  repqrt,  they  told  hi^i 
farther,  that  in  the  port  were  ambafladors, 
who  faid  they  came  from  the  twQ  iingp 
PoUarchus  and  Archombrotus ;  for  when 
Archombrotus  h^d  joined  his  forces  with 
thofe  of  Poliarchus  on  the  coaft  of  Pa- 
cpnia,  the  Sicilians  with  him  w^re  earnefl: 
to  land;  but  both  the  kic^s  with  one  con.- 
fent  forbade  that  any  {hip  Ihould  depart^ 
frpm  the  reft,  and  they  fent  Gelanorus  and 
Micipfa  in  a  light  pinnace  to  Meleander^- 
who  was  amazed  that  thefe  ambafladors 
fliould  come  together ;  and  the  fame  thing . 
-furprized  Argenis.— Were  thefe  two  rivals 
iagreed?<— had  either  of  them  in  fuch  a 
conteft  yielded  to  the  other  ? — ^or  on  what 
terms  and  conditions  they  could  be  recon- 
ciled? 
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died  ?  Nor  were  they  kfs  furprized  to  hear 
Archombrotus  caUed  a  kixig^  and  Mel^- 
ander  feared  that  Hyaxiifbe  had  been  dead^ 
•—He  was  Something  cheered  with  jhe  hope 
of  their  reconciUatJon  5  but  ArgenU  wai^ 
uncertain  whether  fhe  fhould  grieve  or  re-, 
joicc :  fhe  feared  ,this  agreement,  and  be- 
gan to ,  fufpeft  that  they  had  referred  the 
niarriage  to  arbitration.—"  Whatj  faid 
flie)  have  they  caft  lots  for  me  as  for  $ 
trivial  and  worthlcfe  prize  ?— If  fo^  I  xna)[ 
at  laft  fall  to  Archombrotus  !'* 

But  Gdanoru$  with  Micip&  eam^  to  thit 
king,  who  was  riien  in  co^vcrfation  witji 
Argenisf  the  carneft  expeftation  of  thi^ 
event  turned  the  eyes  of  all  men  upori 
them;  the  king  embraced  them  both,  and 
then  Gelanorus  began ;  for  that  honour 
was  given  to  Gallia.  **  Poliarchus  kiug 
of  Gallia,  and  Archombrotus  king  of  Sjir-r 
dinia  (faid  he)  with  their  navies  are  upon 
your  feas  j  they  have  fent  us  to  aik  of  you^ 
great  king,  that  as  friends  they  may  have 
l^ve  u>  put  imo  your  harbours^   ^ 

corns 
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come  together  to  vifit  you/* — Then  Mi- 
cipla  added,  that  Archombrotus  would  not 
have  ftood  upon  ceremony,  nor  have 
afked,  leave  by  an  ambaflador,  but  that 
the  prcfcnt  bufincfs^  was  fuch  that  he  could 
not  land  in  Sicily,  nor  prefcnt  himfelf  ta 
the  king^  but  in  the  company  of  Poli- 
archus. 

Meleander  anfwered,  that  Sicily  la^open 
to  his  friends,  that  they  might  land  inr 
whatever  ports  theypleafed,  and  that  him'- 
felf  would  receive  them  on  the  fliorc,  orj 
if  they  rather  chofe  it,  upon  the  lea.— 
They  replied,  that  their  kings  would  take 
k  as  a  great  favour,  if,  Iparrng  himielf 
that  trouble  he  lall  mentioned,  Jie  would 
wait  their  coming  in  his  own  court.— 
^"  Then  (faid  Meleander)  you  (hall  tell 
your  kings  that  I  yield  to  them  in  thiJ 
requeft,  and  that  I  will  rather  fail  in  what 
I  owe  to  them  than  a6t  contrary  to  their 
defire — Indeed  I  ought  tp  have  met  them 
atPaconia;  but  finceit-is  their  ple^ret 
5will  wait  for  diem  here;'*— *'  There  is  one 

thing^ 
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thing  more  chat  I  muft  defire  (faid  Gela* 
nonis  in  my  matter's  name.  It  is  not 
unknown  to  you,  great  king,  that  he  hath 
enemies  in  Sicily,  therefore  he  requefts, 
that  for  his  fafety  he  may  land  his  army  in 
Sicily,  and  he  gives  yoy  the  word  of  a  king 
that  his  foldiers  Ihall  give  no  offence/* 

Meleander  was  ftruck  with  deep  concern 
iat  this  demand,  as  fearing  that  old  inju- 
ries were  going  to  be  revived,  and  his 
kingdom  covered  with  blood  and  defolar 
tion  5  but  he  wifely  concealed  his  appre- 
henfions,  and  the  more  to  fhew  his  cour- 
tefy,  "  Be  it  fo  (he  replied)  and  I  wiE 
alfo,  Gelanorus,  give  orders  for  their  pro- 
vifion.  I  fliall  not  think  myfelf  without 
_foldiers,  fo  long  as  a  king  who  is  my 
friend  hath  an  army  in  Sicily."  He  then 
aflced  why  Archombrotus  was  called  king 
of  Sardinia,  enquired  after  the  health  of 
Hyanifbe,  and  alfo  queftioned  Gelano-r 
rus  concerning  Poliarchus's  vidory,  his 
wounds,  and  recovery,  Ihewing  every  fign 
of  courtefy  and  fatisfaftion. 

'    '       *  Gelanorujt 
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Gelanorus  was  not  to  deliver  any  thing 
in  public  to  Argenis,  except  words  of  form 
and  compliment,  nor  could  he  have  pri- 
vate accefs  to  her,  though  flie  with  a 
heavy  heart,  full  of  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty, exchanged  many  ferious  looks  with 
him;  the  time  being  then  agreed,  which  was 
the  fourth  day  after,  if  the  wind  pei-mittcd^ 
Poliarchus  and  Archombrotus  went  theft 
to  the  court.  The  ambafladors  returned 
to  their  pinnace^  {yid  with  all  ipccd  made 
for  Paconia^ 


CKA.R 
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CHAP.    XVIL 

Preparations  for  the  reception  of  Poliarchus 
and  Jrchombrotus.  Their  coming  to  court. 
*  Mekander  recdves  thenu 

IN  the  mean  time  all  things  were  full 
of  perplexity  to  Meleander ;  but  Ar- 
^nis  was  much  encouraged  by  the  re-- 
<)ueft  of  Poliarchus  to  have  admittance  for 
the  flower  of  his  army.  The  king  being 
determined  not  to  fpare  his  treafures  and 
provifidns  of  all  kinds;  that  if  Poliar- 
chus came  as  a  friend  he  might  give  a  fuit- 
Able  receptioji  to  fo  great  a  king,  and  if 
^othcrwife,  he  might  at  leaft  die  gloripufly ; 
he-  therefore  made  provifion  of  all  kinds 
cli  meat,  not  only  what  the  land  afforded, 
but  alfo  the  dainties  of  the  fea ;  he  fur- 
niftied  his  palace  likewife  moft  glorioufly 
4«^ith  the  richcft  and  moft  precious  kinds 
of  furniture,  beds  of  gold  and  ivory,  car- 
.  |)cts  of  various  colours,  beautiful  tapcftry, 
4iiid  ftatues  of  the  moft  excellent  mate- 
rials 
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rials  and  workmanihip.  The  walls  were 
hardly  able  to  contain  the  people  that  on 
this  occafion  flocked  to  Panormus  to  fee 
the  iflue  of  this  important  bufinefs,  when 
they  faw  the  palace  thus  dreft,  and  every 
thing  wearing  the  appearance  of  feftivity : 
as  the  difpofition  of  men  is  prone  to  ex- 
tremes of  joy  and  grief,  fo  without  any 
rcafon  to  throw  off  their  former  fears,  on 
a  fudden  they  gave  themfclves  up  to  joy 
and  pleafures ;  the  wealthier  fort  ofiered 
facrifices  in  the  temples,  and  others  feaft^d 
upon  the  inwards  of  the  beafts  'the  rich 
had  offered,  and  with  fports  and  dances 
believed  they  expreflcd  their  thankfulnefs 
to  the  gods.  Meleander  did  not  hinder 
the  pleafures  of  thofe  that  made  them- 
felves  merry,  for  he  was  willing  to  accept 
thefe  things  as  prefages  of  good  fortune^ 
being  drawn  to  mirth  or  fadnefs  as  his 
fancy  led  him. 

When  the  fourth  day  was  come,  the 

two  kings  were  feen  coming  under  fail ; 

Eurimedes  and  Anfidas,-  who  were  fent  hf 

rMcleander  to  meet  them,  incrcafed  their 

train. 
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train.  The  fliore  was  covered  both 
with  the  nobles  and  the  people,  as  if 
fome  deities  were  cxpefted :  but  the  ad- 
mirals Ihips  did  not  firft  enter  the  harbour. 
The  port  was  about  two  miles  from  the 
city,  and  Gobrias  was  almofl:  three  hours 
in  landing  about  fix  thoufand  men.  Mi- 
cipfa  alfo  brought  with  him  two  thou- 
fand Mauritanians.  They  ftood  in  their 
ranks  under  their  colours,  armed  as  if 
they  were  going  to  fight  a  battle,  except 
that  moft  of  them  put  off  their  helmets. 
At  length  Poliarchus  landed  from  his  ad- 
miral fhip;  he  had  no  fooner  touched  the 
ihorc  of  Sicily,  than  the  genius  of  the 
place  infpired  him  with  greater  thoughts 
and  affe(5tions ;  he  was  fhaken  with  hopes 
and  fears  even  to  the  changing  of  his  coun- 
tenance. He  waited  for  Archorabrorus 
by  the  fea-fide,  who  within  an  hour  landed 
in  the  fame  place. 

Meleander  had  fent  two  excellent  horfes 
-with  princely  furniture,  upon  which  they 
mounted.    Poliarchus  wore  a  veft  after/ 

the 
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the  fa&ion  of  his  own  countiy,    aad  a 
mantle  dlmofk  covered  wkh  jewds;  he 
had  a  cha^li  of  gold  acrois  his  left  fhoul- 
der,  from  which  hung  his  fword  in  an 
ivory. fcabbard  with  clafps  of  diamonds; 
upon  his  arms,  which  were  partly  naked, 
he  wore  rich  bracelets.  On  his  head,  adorn- 
ed with  his  long  and  fhining  hair,  which 
wanted  no  other  ornament,    was  a  bon- 
net with  a  kingly  diadem  of  purple  and 
gold.      But  above  all  thefc    the   beauty 
of  his   countenance,    his   noble   deport- 
ment,   and  the  grace  and    fweetnefs  of 
•his  behaviour,  made   every  motion  and 
every  gefture  pleafing.     The  eyes  of  all 
were  fixed  upon  him,   many  openly  ap- 
plauded   him,   and   thofe    tliat   remem- 
bered to  have  feen  him  in  a  private  ha-" 
bit,    fcemed    to   blame    themfelves    that 
they  did  not  then  underftand,    that  the 
gods     do    not    beftow    fuch   extraordi- 
nary endowments  upon  any  but  princes ; 
but  when   Archombrotus    mounted   his 
horfe,    in  beauty   little  inferior,   with    a 
ipirit  equal  to  his  fortune,  and  apparelled 
in  a  regal  manner,  their  affcftions  were 

divided. 
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iSivided,  and  their  wiihes  equal,  and  they 
^ave  unanimous  applaufe. 

They  rode  togetter  as  if  they  had  far- 
gotten  all  former  contention,  furrounded 
by  their  refpediye  nobility,  and  folio\ve4 
by  a  multitude  of  people.  In  the  city  the 
windows  were  full  of  women  and  child- 
ren, who  rejoiced  at  fo  glorious  a  fight, 
jrhe  princes,  full  of  courtefy  faluted 
them  all  the  way,  returning  thanks  with 
their  hands  and  eyes  till  they  faw  Mele* 
ander  at  the  gate  of  his  palace,  whom  when 
.they  perceived  commg  towards  them,  they 
inftantly  leaped  from  their  horfes.  He 
excufed  himfelf  for  not  receiving  them 
at  the  port  i  but  they  humbly  befought 
him  not  to  do  too  much  honour  u^ 
young  men  who  had  formerly  been  his 
guefts.  He  then  congratulated  Foliar* 
chus  on  his  viftory,  and  Archombrotus 
on  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia,  and  cbndud^.. 
ing.them  into  his  palace,  he  complained 
that  fo  great  a  perfon  as  the  prince  of  Gallia 
fhould  in  times  .paft  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
treated  as  a  private  man  in  Sicily. 

Vol.  IV,  M  C  H  A  P. 


t66      THE   PHCENIX- 

CHAP.    XVIII. 

Byani/bPs  Utter  prefenfed  to  Meleander, 
The  perplexity  of  Poliarchus.     4  gT^oi 
t    difcovery^  and  the  confeauences  of  it. 

AN  D  now  having  eptcred  the  palace, 
Meleandcr  invited  his  guefts  to  fit 
down  in  chairs  of  ftate,  where  they  might 
converfe  together ;  but  they  thinking  the 
time  was  come  to  difpatch  their  bufinefs> 
macje  a  ftand  together ;  and  Archombro- 
tus,  prefenting  his  mother's  letters  to 
Meleander,  requefted  him  to  read  them 
prefently,  for  till  that  was  done  he  could 
take  no  repofe  ;  Poliarchus  joined  in  the 
lame  requeft.  The  king  wondered  what 
bufincfs  thefe  Knters  contained  that  was  la 
fuch  haftc  to  be  difpatchc4>  and  breaking 
the  feal,  began  to  read  them,  but  found 
them  very  long  •,  in  the  mean  time,  Po- 
liarchus and  Archombrptus  difcovered  in 
their  looks  marks  of  difquiet  and  per- 
plexity, for  both  of  them  expefted  thofe 

»  letter^ 
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letters  fhould  decide  their  fate.  If  the 
bufinels  fell  out  contrary  to  what  Hy- 
anifbe  had  promifed,  if  no  compromife 
fliould  be  oflFered,  or  none  which  they 
could  accept,  they  difpofed  themfelves  to 
•decide  their  quarrel  another  way,  and 
already  thought  of  nothing  but  arms  and 
vengeance. 

Archombrotus  with  the  letters  had  alfo 
delivered  to  Meleander  the  little  cabinet 
his  mother  commanded  him,  being  the 
fame  that  Poliarchus  recovered  from  the 
pirates.  Meleander  had  not  read  many 
lines  of  the  writing,  when,  like  one 
aftoniflied,  he  began  to  talk  to  himfelf, 
then  to  look  upon  Archombrotus,  then 
returned  to  the  letter  again,  paufing  at 
every  fentence :  there  was  in  the  letter  a 
litde  key  that  opened  the  cabinet,  the 
king  held  it  in  hisri^t  hand,  and  con* 
tinued  reading  the  letter.  Poliarchus  and 
Archombrotus  no  longer  doubted  but 
thofe  letters  contained  matters  of  the 
greateft  confequence.  At  length  Mele- 
ander withdrew  him&lf  to  a  uble  that 
M  2  ftood 
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Aood  by  the  wall,  and  curioufty  examined 
the  contents  of  the  cabinet ;  there  was  a 
letter  which  he  read  and  kiffed  with  niany 
|5ghs  and  tears  v  and  a  ring  with  feme 
other  tokens  of  a  private  buiinefs  that 
coniirnied  the  truth  of  all  that  Hyanifbe 
ha.d  written, 

5cing  overcome  with  the  greatnefs  of 
his  fudden  and  unexpected  joy,   he  in- 
treated  Poliarchus  to  cxcufe  his  difpatchf 
•ingfome  private  and  neceflary  bufinefsj 
then  in  a  more  familiar  manner  he  led 
Archombrotus  to  the  tabl^,  and  ihewed 
him  Hyanifbe's  letter,  which  yyhile  he  was 
reading,  Meleander  threw  his  arms  about 
his  neck,  and  the  young  man  inftantly  fell 
iipon  his  knees,  and  with  altered  counte- 
nance, and  another  Jcind  of  reverence  than 
he  had  before   paid  hirii,  difturbed  the 
minds  of  thofe  that  were  prefent.     But 
above  all,^  this  fight  moft  difquieted  Poliar- 
chus, that  he  (hould  fee  his  rival  re9eived 
with    embraces,    and    all   the   ftrongeft 
marks  of  affe^ion   and  kindnefs,  while 
in  the  mean  time  |ic  ftopd  negkfted  by 
^  >    .  JVielean- 


Meleander,     and   left  alone  to  converle 
with  Eurimedcs  f  for  he,  cut  of  civility^ 
came  up  tt)  him  while  the  king  Wias  fpeak- 
iflg  to  Arthombrotus,  that  he  might  not 
feem  to  be  left  alone  in  the  midft  of  the 
room :  as  he  was  fwcllihg  with  rage  for  this 
indignity^  there  happened  a  new  occafioa 
for  ftill  ftronger  refentmcnt;  for  Argents' 
entered  the  room,  being  fent  for. by  her 
father,*  and  when  the  king  had  faid  fome- 
tbing  to  her  that  could  not  be  heard  by 
thofe  at  a  diftance,   and  ArchombrotUs  v 
t>ffcred  to  fahite  her,  flie  threw  her  arms 
about  his  neck,  then  both  of  them  (hed 
tears,  which  by  their  looks  and  geftures 
fecmed  to   proceed  from  excefs  of  joyi 
and  fhe  gave  her  right  hand  to  Archom- 
brotus  as  a  pledge  of  ^inviolable  love. 

And  now  had  fury  overcome  the  pa- 
tience of  Poliarchus,  a  violent  rage  pof- 
fcfling  him  with  a  purpofe  to  interrupt 
thofe  joys  that  he  detefted;  he.  knew  not 
which  moft  to  curfe,  Hyanifbe>  Melean- 
der,  or  Archombrotus  \  but  he  was  yet' 
more  incenfed  againft  Argenis,  upon 
M  3  whoro^ 
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whom  he  rcfolyed  to  be  revenged,  at  leaft 
by  his  own  death — and  as  thought  is 
fwifter  than  words,  his  mind  run  through 
ipany  cruel  imaginations  in  a  Ihort  time. 
— "  Hath  then  Hyanilbe  been  preferved 
by  the  wounds  of  myfelf  and  my  peoplci 
and  does  fhe  thus  reward   me!  —  I  ex* 
pofcd  myfelf  to  the  danger  of  her  poiibns, 
when  lick,  I  ufed  her  phyficians,  but  fhe 
dcfircd  not  my  death  till  after  I  was 
flighted  and  abufed  to  my  face— till  I 
ihould  fee  Argenis  given  away  from  me, 
and  hanging  about  the  neck  of  her  fon* 
Didft  thou  then,  forcerefs,   fend'^me  to 
the  cruellcft  of  deaths  ? — are  thefe  (ex- 
claimed he)  thy  letters  and  thy  promifes? 
—thefe  thy  vows   before  thy  houfliold 
gods  ?-— Fool  that  I  was  to  expedt  felicity 
in  Africa ! — But  thou  fhalt  not  efcape  un- 
punifhed  for  thy  treachery  ! — I  fwear  by 
Hercules  I  will  revenge  my  injuries  to  the 
utter   deftruftion   of  thee   and    of   thy 
nation  ! — Wretch  that  I  am  !  do  I  ftand 
muling,  and  as  if  I  defigned  to  live  and 
cherifh  my  mind  with  future  comforts  ?— 

^  IwiH 


I  will  die,  but  I  fee  fomc  here  that  Ihall 
bear  fnc  company.  I  will  firft  take  the 
life  of  that  traitor^  who  having  obtained 
the  crown  of  Sardinia  by  my  victory,  now 
makes  ho  fcruplc  to  rob  itie  of  my 
miftrefs !— At  leaft  with  his  blood  I  will 
make  the  ihamelefs  Argenis  look  red--^ 
then  will  I  kill  this  mifchievous  old  man^ 
this  fhadoWi  this  dotard,  before  any  one 
can  refcue  him  from  my  revenge  !-— and  as 
for  Argenis ! — Argenis,  I  will— (here  hie 
refolution  of  cruel  revenge  was  ftaggered^ 
•—what  will  it  avail  me  to  flied  the  blood 
of  a  poor  dcf^ncelcfs  maiden  ? — no,  fhe 
fliall  fufFtr  a  death  more  proper  for  her 
falfehood,  I  will  pierce  my  own  bofom,  and 
when  my  blood  gufties  out  caft  myfelf 
upon  her,  as  a  prefage  of  the.  furies  that 
{hall  torment  her  for  my  wrongs.— I  could, 
j^eed,  with  eafe  raife  my  foldiers  and 
pull  down  this  houfe  upon  the  heads  of 
mine  enemies,  and  remain  in  fafcty  my-- 
ielf,  but  I  will  not  live,  left  I.fhouid  be 
reconciled  to  Argenis !" 

M  4  Thefe- 


i^ 
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Thefe  defperate  refolutioiis  he  bad 
kifurc  to  revolve  in  his  mind,  while  the 
tranfports  of  mutual  afFedtion  made  Me- 
leander,  Archombrotus,  and  Argenis  for- 
getful of  all  other  things,  and  now  grow- 
ing furious  and  bent  upon  mifchief,  he 
laid  his  hand  lapon  his  fword  *,  but  the 
gods  would  nrot  fuffer  an  innocent  irmn  ta 
be  guilty  of  fo  great  a  crime,  for  even  at 
that  inftant  of  time,  Mcleander  knowiog* 
tiothing  of  thefe  paSlons,  came  op  to  him, 
faying^  **  Pardon  us,  my  deareft  gueft  1— 
that  we  have  been  fo  long  wanting  in  pay- 
ing the  attention  due  to  you,  is  owing  ta' 
an  unexpedted  joy,  which  perhaps  will  be 
no  lefs  pleafing  to  you  than 'you  have  juft 
now  perceived  it  to  me  and  Afgenis.— 
Come  then,  deareft  of  all  mortal  men,  the 
partner  of  our  felicity  !— come  and  fee 
what  this  day  hath  dcferved  of  you  !*•-% 
Poliarchus,  altered  by,  this  fpeech,  andm 
fuch  a  conflift  of  various  paflRons,  doubt- 
ful what  to  think  or  expeft,  fuffered  him- 
fclf  to  be  led  by  Meleander ;  but  wheft 
they  came   near  to  Archombrotus   and 

ArgcniS;^ 
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Af  genis,  Mdeander  cried  alotid,  fa  that  all 
prefenr  could  hear  him,  *•  O  happy  day ! 
— O  day  propitioos  to  my  old  age  f — f» 
who  formerly  thought  fttyfelf  hdppy  in 
one  only  daughter,  am  this  day  bldl  with' 
two  children— two  fuch  children !— ceafe 
now  thy  hatred  of  Archombrotus,    my. 
gueft,  greateft  of  kings  f   and  what   is 
•lore  gracious  than  all  titles,  Poliarchus  F 
—You  both  love  Argenis,  and  both  ftiall* 
•  enjoy  her—for  he  who  is  mine  own  be- 
gotten (hall   love  her  as  a  fiftcr^  and  to 
5k)u,  if  you  are  pleaftd,  I  will  give  her' 
for  a  wife — for  though  by  finding  a  bro- 
ther fhe  hath  loft  the  inheritance  of  Sicily; 
you  will  not,  if  I  judge  rightly,  love  her  * 
the  lefs,  nor  (hall  flie  yet  fail  of  being  a* 
■  queen,  for  Sardinia  and  all  that  belonged 
to  Radirobanes,  which  is   your  gift  to' 
Archombrotus,    (hall  be  her  dowry,   \v^\ 
ihis  ,my  fon  and  I  are  agreed.— And  now- 
Archombrotus  do  you  firft  renounce  all- 
enmity,  and  give  your  fifter  to  Poliar- 
chus/* 

M  c.  Who' 
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Who  could  have  thought  of  this  event  J 
I— Archombrotus  promoting  the  marriage,, 
offers  his  fitter's  hand  to  Poliarchus^  who, 
in  this  fudden  change  of  fortune,  coukL 
hardly  believe  his  own  happinefs.-— But 
Argenis  blulhed  and  was  filcnt— She  that 
while  bcr  father  and  the  wars  crofled  her 
wilhes,  was  fo  refolute  againft  the  will  of 
her  parents-^fhe  that  was  ready  to  fbllo^ 
Poliarchqs  into  all  countries;,  now  that  her 
wifhes  were  accompliihed>  now  began  ta 
fear,  and  now  remembered  that  (he  was  a 
yirgin.  Poliarchus,  at  the  fame  inftant,; 
receives  the  hand  of  Argenis,.  retuma 
thanks  to  Meleander,.  and  wonders  by  what 
means  Archombrotus  is  become  the  bnK 
ther  of  Argenis.: — Then  (as.is  common  in 
great  and  fudden  events)  they  all  (poke 
together  without  order  or  method.— The 
young  men  renewed  their  vows  of  friend- 
fliip,  which  they  began  in  a  happy  hour,, 
at  Timoclea's  houfe.  The  cheerfulnefs  of 
the  princes  diffufed  itfelf  among  the  fpec* 
tators  ;  the  nobles  had  ilood  long  in 
£lcnce»  but  now  they  filled  the  room  with 

various. 
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various  and  confufed  difcourfes,  and  many 
others  prcffed  in  to  hear  the  news.  Mele^ 
andar  was  not   difpleafcd  with  this  con* 
courfe  of  people,  for  it  concerned  him 
that  an  event  of  fuch  great  importance  to 
the  public  fliould  be-  univerfally  known, 
therefore  with  a  clear  voice,,  which  his 
joy  rendered  ftronger  than  ufual,  he  thus 
addreffed  them  all,  "  My  good  fubjefts 
and  gucfts,  whom  this  day  hath  afiembled^ 
together,  to  be  united  in  a  facred  fricnd-^ 
^  fhip  and  alliance,    Conle  all  of  you,  con-^ 
gratulate  your  kings,  and  fpend  the  reft 
of  tlje  day  in  devotion  to  the  gods !— -To-- 
morrow  I  would  have  you  all  come  to  the 
gate  of  the  palace,  there  ftiall  the  fdldiers 
and  the  people  be  all  aflcmbled,  that  none 
may  be  ignorant  of  the  bleffings  of  the 
gods,  which  I  think  they  have  beftowed 
more  abundantly  upon  me  than  upon  any 
man  living  -,  but  as  I  deem  it  fit  that  you 
Ihould   briefly  underftand   the   caufe   of. 
my  exceeding  joyfulneft,  I  will  inform 
yon  that  IJiave  difcovcred  that  Archom- 
brotus  is  my  own  fon  by  a  former  wife, 
M6  who^ 
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who  bore  him  unknown  to  me ;  mjr 
daughter  is  to  be  married  to  king  Foliar- 
chus.— Go  and  rejoice,  my  friends,  and 
make  this  happy  night  the  glorious  vigit 
of  to-morrow's  feftival— in  the  mean  time, 
1  wifti  my  fbn  and  my  fon-in-law  will 
give  orders  for  what  is  necelTary  on  thi*. 
QQcafipn,  and  difppfe  of  our  own  afiairs^ 
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chap:   XIX. 

Tie   great  rejoicings  among  the  Si^ilian^^, 
Gauls^  and  Africans.   Mekander  i^embkr< 
the  people  i  and  orders  the  letter  of  Hya-^ 
mjbe  to  be  read  in  public^  . 

AFTER  Meleander  Had'  difmifle* 
the  nobles,  he  condu&ed  PoKarchus^ 
into  the  private  apartments,  intending  that 
Bight  to  triumph  in  the  fociety  of  all  thofe- 
that  were  deareft  to  him.    What  thoughts,, 
what  wifhcs  cmptoyed  each  of  them  ? — 
The  chafte  Argenis  now  ergoycd  the  fruits 
of  her  conftancy,  which  flie  had  won  by 
io  many  trials,  and  which  fhe  fo  highly' 
defcrvcd;    PDtiarchus  now  forgot  all  jea-  ' 
loufy.and  difcontent,  and  thought  it  plea- 
l^nt  when  his    father-in-law  jefted  with: 
him,  for  his  refentment  of  the  kils  which . 
Argenis  in  fifterly  afFeftion  had  given  to 
Archombrotus.  Meleander  was  merry  withy* 
them  both,  Ibmetimes  calling  Archom- 
brotus fonrin-law,,  and  Poliarchw  Theo- 

crine-. 
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crine.   Archombrotus  afked  Argenis  whicfi- 
flie  was  moft  pleafed  with,  that  fhe  had 
him  for  her  brother,  or  that  fhe  fhould 
not  have  him  for  a  hufband  ?— Their  re^ 
joicing  was  fo  great,  that  they  could  hardly 
think  of  ferious  affairs.     Anasrefhis  him- 
felf  laid  afide  his  aufterity,:  and  gave  w^y 
to  mirth ;  and  though  in  mean  habit,  he 
was  treated'  as  a  king  by  Mcleander  and 
Argenis.     Only  a  few  of  their  mofl  fami- 
liar friends  were  admitted  to  partake  of 
this  cheerful  entertainment.     Anaereftus,. 
Ibburanes,  and  Dunalbius  fupped  with,  th^ 
kings.: — Gclanorus,  Arfidas,,  and  Gobriaf 
were  prefent,  with  Micipfa  the  Maurita- 
nian,  Ckobulus,.  and  Eurimedes.     Nico* 
pompus  was  twice  fent  for  by  the  king,, 
and  came  very  late,,  becaufe  he  had  retired, 
tocompofe  anepithalamium.  Of  tHe  ladies 
only  Timoclea  waited  on.  Argenis ;  thef^ 
were  all  that  attended  the  kings  at  that  . 
fijppcr.     The  chief  fubjeft  of  their  dif- 
courfe  was  on  Poliarchus,  how  fincerely. 
he  had  loved,  how  forgetting  his  quality 
he  had  run  himfclf  into  many  dangers 
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lK)th  from  fortune  and  his  enemies ;  from: 
whence  arofe  this  ardent  paflion,  and  upon 
what  grounds  did  he  build  fa  conftant  a: 
fove? — He  then  related  to  thofe  willing, 
auaitors,    that  in    Gallia,   having  heard 
many  reports  of  the  beauty  and  virtues  of* 
Argenis,  his  youthful  heart  was  inflamed 
with  admiration  of  flich  perfections,,  or 
to  fay  mor^  truly,  the  fates  impelled  him 
to  the  piirfuit.     And  when  he  knew  that 
the  Sicilian  laws  forbad  an  alliance  with. 
Gallia,,  this  bar  to  his  wifhes,  inftead  of" 
fuppreffing  them,  did  Uit  inftigate  him. 
the  more  ftrongly  ;  that  therefore  he  pre- 
tended a  journey  of  devotion  to  the  deities> 
of  foreign  countries,  and  under  colour  of 
vifiting  their  temples,  he,  with  only  Ge--. 
ianorus,    who    perlonated  his  frccdman,. 
made  a  voyage  into  Sicily^  to  fEe  whether 
Argenis  was  equal  to  her  fame,  and  worthy  • 
of  the  war  he  intended  to  make  againftl 
jhat  law  of  Sicily  that  forbad  the  alliance^. 
But  when  he  came  to  Sicily  he  could  not 
obtain  a  light  of  the  lady^  who  was  (Hut 
lap  in  a  ftrong  caftle,  where  it  was  not 

lawful 
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lawful  for  any  man  to  fee  her.  On  thb 
occafion  he  took  the  rafh,  but  fortunate 
refolution  of  putting  on  the  habit  of  a 
maiden,  and  under  the  name  of  Theocrine 
feigned  a  ftory  to  deceive  Selenifla. — Me- 
kander  would  relate  the  reft  of  the  ftory 
himfelf,  hqw  like  a  maid  he  carried  him- 
felf  in  all  refpcftsy.  the  ftory  he  told  tO" 
move  compaffion,  his  modeft  behaviour 
among  the  maidens  in  the  caftle ;  and^, 
finally,  the  valour  and  ftrength  he  ihewed 
when  he  defeated  the  villains  that  entered 
the  caftle;  the  deliverance  of  himfelf  and 
Argenis,  and  how  of  Theocrinehe  became- 
Pallas. 

Then  turning  the  difcourfd  from  Po- - 
Harchus  to  Archombrotus>  they  found 
many  things  to  wonder  at.  Was  he  the 
prince  whom  Sicily  might  claim  as  her 
own  ? — Was  he  the  perfon  fo  dearly  be- 
loved by  Meleander,  without  knowing 
whom^he  diftinguilhed  ? — How  Hyanift)e* 
had  fo  long  concealed  this  affair,  and  at 
the  moft  proper  time  difcovered  it  ?;— How* 
like  tales  invented  to  ddight  the  car>  tlve 
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gods  had  >^rrought  the  web  of  thid  won- 
derful ftory ! — Meleander  then  acquainted! 
them  with  his  marriage  in  Affita^  and  as 
much  as  his  prefent  happinefe  would  per- 
mit,  lamented  the  wife  of  jiis  youth;  aridf 
by  often  repeating  the  fcveral  parts  of  thia: 
ftory,  he  fecmed  to  digeft  into  order  what 
he  was  the  next  day  to  deliver  publicly  in, 
the  zScmbly  of  tii^  pedple«        .  • 

The  night  was  far  fpent' before  they^ 
mired  to  reft.  The  next  momk^  bf 
ftin-riiitig  sAl  the  inhabitants  (^  Panormu^ 
flocked -to  the  palace  with  garlands  upon 
their  beads.  The  fpace  before  the  gate 
was  hardly  large,  enough  to  contain  the' 
multitude;  fome  got  upon  the  walls,  feme 
jBlted  the  fcaffolds  fet  up  for  that  purpofe,. 
others  brought  ladders,  which^  being  over- 
loaded, fell  down  upon,  thofe  that  ftood^ 
under  them.  At  the  palace-gate  a  ftage 
was  erefted  about  a  man's  height  from  the 
ground ;  on  that  were  placed  the  chairs 
of  ftate  for  the  kings,  two  of  equal  height 
for  Meleander  and,  Poliarchus,  and  twa 
4^  £Qme> 
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fomewhat  lower  for  Argenis  and  Archom» 
brotus. 

When  the  kings  came  forth,  and  had 
flicwn  thcmfclvcs  to  the  people,  the  herald 
proclaimed  liletice,  and  Meleander,  after 
a  little  paufe,  thus  began :  "  My  dear 
guefls  and  fubjedls,  if  I  were  to  acquaint 
you  with  any  evil  tidings,  I  fhould  ftrand 
in  need  of  arc  and  eloquence  to  prepare 
your  minds  for  receiving  it  with  modera- 
tion i  but  what  nece£Eity  can  there  be  for 
the  flourifhes  of  rhetoric  to  f^  forth  the 
bleflings  of  the  gods,  which  grace  them- 
fclves  fufEciently  to  fill  ws  with  woxkiet 
and  gratitude, — I  bring  news  of  joy  to 
you,  peace  to  your  kings  and  nations,  and 
perfeft  amity  and  concord  !— War,  terror^ 
and  deftruftion  to  our  enemies !  nor  do 
i  think  but  already  you  partly  know  what 
I  have  to  relate  to  you.— Fame  herfelf,  if 
(he  be  worthy  to  be  eifteemed  a  deity,  muft 
have  fpread  among  you  the  tidings  that 
this  day  is  made  folemn  by  the  marriage 
of  my  daughter  to  king  PoUarchus — and 
is  alfo  the  fecond  birth-day  of  this  my  fon 

0^ 
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(he  then  turned  and  looked  upon  Archom- 
brotus,  who,  in  the  moft  refpeftful  man- 
ner, rofc  and  came  to  him)  whom  why  he 
hath  remained  fo  long  unknown  to  me, 
and  how  I  have  now  certainly  found  him 
to  be  my  fon,  it  is  fit  that  you  my  lovir% 
fubjefts  fhould  be  informed.  Herald  1— • 
take  the  queen  t)f  Mauritania's  letter,  anS 
read  it  openly,  as  loud  as  thy  voice  will 
enable  thee  !'*— Then  the  herald  took  the 
letter,  and  read  it  to  this  efFedt. 

Queen  Hyanifbe  to  king  Mclcander. 

"  Shall  I  fay  it  is  owing  to  your  virtue^ 
or  to  your,  fault,  that  till  this  day  I  have- 
kept  you  ignorant  of  a  great  blefling, 
which  now  to  your  admiration  I  fliall  im- 
part ? — For  I  hold  it  your  fault,  that  you 
concealed  from  me  your  marriage  with  my- 
iifter  Anna,  -  and  after  Ihe  was  dead  made 
no  enquiry  whether  Ihe  left  you  any  thing 
behind  her — Your  virtues  I  {o  much  re- 
ipedled,  that  I  would  not  give  you  your 
Ion,  till  I  had  mad©  trial  whether  he  would 
grow  up  worthy  of  his  father  •,   but  now 

finding^ 
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finding  his  virtues  anfwerable  to  his  birth^ 
I  th^nk  fit  to  difclofe  that  fecret,  which  for 
fo  many  years  I  have  kq>t  conceakd  in 
my  bofom.     When  you  at  your  departure 
into  Sicily  left  my  filler  Anna  here,  to 
whom  you  not  long  before  were  privately 
married,  and  the  time  was  elapfed  in  which 
ihe  had  by  many  contrivances  concealed 
her  pregnancy,  at  length  (he  £dl  extremely 
fick.    ^e,  ignorant  of  her  malady,  gave 
her  medicines  that  were  of  no  fcrvicc  y 
and  ihe,  finding  her  housr  approaching,, 
thus  fpoke  to  me  in  private***    "  Forgive, 
my  fifter,  her  who  has  no  other  fault  to 
acknowledge,,  but  her  filence  and  referve 
to  you  !— 'I  am  the  wife  of  Mefeander,, 
king  of  Sicily ;  1  am  now  on  the  point  of 
delivery,  and  my  pains  are  fuch,  that  I 
think  I  cannot  efcape  with  life.     If  my 
"child  fhould  live,  I  kave  it  to  your  choice,.' 
either  to  bring  it  yp,  or  fend  it  to  the 
father  5  yet  I  had  rather  it  ^^-ere  kept  fecret,, 
that  it  might  not  be  known  that  I  was  a 
mother,  befoi^e  it  is  known  I  was  a  wife^ 
^hadfeveral  reafons  for  keeping  our  mar~- 

riagp; 
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riage  private ;  we  ftopd  in  fear  of  Cirthus 
the  Numidian,  my  importunate  andpre^ 
fumptuous  lover,  left  he  (hould  ufe  violent 
methods  to  gain  me ;  and  alfo  Mele^der 
defired  to  efpoufe  me  in  a  princely  manner, 
which  he  is  now  gone  home  to  provide 
fori  and,  finally,  modefty  reftrained  me^ 
which  I  fear  I  do  now  violate  in  this  re- 
lation,—See,  my  fifter,   iipqn  the  pillow 
is  the  contraiSfc  of  our  marriage  figned  by 
lis  both ;  and  in  this  box  are  certain  pri* 
vate  tokens  between  us,  fome  letters,  rings, 
and  bracelets  made  with  the  hair  of-  both ; 
when  you  Ihall  ftiew  him  thefe  things,  he 
will  know  that  I  have  told  you  ail  that 
hath  pafled." — At  thefe  words  her  Ipeech 
failed  her. — When  (he  recovered  a  little, 
I  comforted   her  in   the   beft  mating  I 
could ;  I  called  feme  of  our  moft  trufty- 
women,  and  \te  provided  fuch  things  as. 
were  neceflary  ;  but  our  afliftanoe  was  in. . 
vain,   her  cafe  exceeded  our  help.— She . 
was  delivered  of  a  fon,  whom  while  ye(  - 
alive  we  fliewed  her,*  and  I  begged  of  her, . 
;f  it  were  poffible,  to  write  a  few  lines  to 

.  '     you,-^: 
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jrou.— At  my  requeft  (he  exerted  facrfclf, 
and  wrote  only  that  flic  was  dying,  and 
left  your  foil  to  my  care.    You  will  know 
her  hand,  oh  king  !  though  it  was  weak 
and  trembling. — Not  long  after  flie  died 
in  my  arms. — There  were  only  four  wo- 
men prefcnt  j  I  delivered  the  infant  to  the 
care  of  one  of  them  called  Sophonome,- 
with  a  charge  to  find  him  a  nurfe,  that 
ihould  not  know  whofe  child  he  was. 
Fearing  that  any  of  thefe  four  fliould  dit 
cover  the  fecret,    I  afterwards  deceived 
them  by  the  help  of  Sophonome,    and 
gave  out  that  the  boy  was  dead. — About 
the  fame  time  my  brother  Juba  died,  and 
left  me  his  kingdom  i  and  my  hufband 
Syphax  died  foon  after.    In  the  midft  of 
forrow  I  forgot  not  my  fifter,   nor  her 
hufband.     I  feigned  myfelf  with  child, 
and  by  the  fame  Sophonome's  afliftance 
gave  out,  that  I  was  delivered  of  a  ion, 
of  whom  my  late  hufband  left  me  preg- 
nant.   .1  could  not  then  fhew  your  foqi 
for  mine,  for  the  child  was  too  big  to  pafs 
for  one  newly  born  j  but  Sophonomc  put 

a  new- 
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fk  new-born  child  in  the  cradle,  which  fhc 
afterwards  put  to  nurfe,  where  it  was  feen 
by  none  but  the  nurfe  and  Sophonome. 
In  two  yc4rs  time  it  was  eafy  to  ftxew  your 
flicippfal  (for  fo  his  dying  mother  called 
him  srfrer  his  grandfather)  for  my  own 
fi)n,    I  have  ever  fince   kept  myfelf  a 
widow  for  fiis  fake,  and  mean  to  make 
him  the  heir  of  my  kingdom  j  none  of 
pur  neighbouring  princes  could  ever  per- 
fuade  me  to  marry  again, »— When  he  was 
threc-andrtwienty  years  old,  I  made  a  re- 
port to  him  of  your  great  virtues  and 
qualities^  and  advifed  him  to  make  a 
yoyagp  to  Sicily,  to  learn  of  you  the  arts 
pf  government,   and  to  benefit  himfelf 
by  your  example  j   telling  him,  that  he 
-  might  bring  this  to 'bear  njore  eafily,  if 
he  would  appear  as  a  private  man^  and 
not  let  it  be  known  that  I  was  his  mother, 
kft  your  indulgence,  and  the  flattery  of 
ptl^rs,  (houkl  deprive  htm  of  the  exercife 
of  that  real  and  natural  virtue,  which, 
being  often  denied  to  princes,  ennoUes 
p^  ftatioii  aiid  a^ipns  of  private  mcR. 

In 
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In.  obedience  to  my  commands  Tic*  went  to 
Sicily;  and,  ftrange  to  fee!  won  your 
afiedions  to  fo  high  a  degree,  that  you 
a  great  king  offered  to  beftow  on  him  yoiir 
only  daughter  by  your  laft  wife,  and  as 
you  thought,  your  only  child.  When  he 
advertifed  mc.of  this,  though  I  liejoiccd 
in  his  virtues,  and  your  natural  affeAion, 
which  drew  you  to  love  your  ion,  though 
unknown  •,  yet  I  trembled  at  the  thoughts 
of  an  inceftuoufi  marriage ;  and  befides, 
at  that  time  I  was  in  fear  of  other  dangers^ 
Kadirobanes  coming- with  his  army  to-  in* 
vadc  me,  and  threatening  xicftojftion  to 
Africa.  I  wrote, .  therefore,  to  our  'Hi- 
^mpfal,  whom  you  call  Archombrotus, 
commanding'  him  :to  defer  the  treaty  ot 
aaarriage  thatj  heard  was  concluding  be^ 
tween  hiip  and  Argenis,  and  to  requeft 
him  to  bring  :R)me  fuccours,  and  haften 
.  to  my  ailiftance. .  Bpt  his  aid  might  have 
come  tooJa^e^  ifiaitempeft  had  not  brought 
king:  PoUarcilMs  jwtth  an  amiyiof  Gauls  to 
'QOT,  relifrf;  ^y  wl^fe.vftlmir  the  fpoik..of 
Rj^ojp^ww  arcj3QW4>Jaccii  m  «r.teaiple 

of 
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of  Mars.  Butfkice,  even  in  peace,  more 
dangerous  contentions  have  fince  threat- 
ened us  than  in  war,  through  the. Emula- 
tion of  Poliarchus  and  Ai-chombrotus.  The 
caufe  of  their  variance  is  your  Argenis, 
whofe  marriage  they  both  feek  with  an 
ardour  above. the  common  defire  of  mortal, 
men.  I  knowing  your  fon's  error,  and 
ybur  deception,  prevailed  with  them  both 
to  reftrain  their  paflions,  and  lay  afide  their 
revenge,  till  they  Ihould  have  delivered 
thefe  letter^  to  yqurfelf,  affuring  them  that 
each  of  them  ihould  be  immediately  mafter 
of  his  own  wilhes ;  which  wilt  be  fulfilled, 
if  you  will  acknowledge  your  fon,  and 
give  your  daughter  to  king  Poliarchus, . 
than  whom  no  m^n  living  more  refcmbles  • 
the  gods  in  noble  adions  and  heroic  virr-  < 
vtues. —  I  give  you  full  power  to  make  her 
a, dowry  out  of  your  own  eftates,  or  mine- 
Sicily,  Mauritania,  and  our  late  conqueft 
Sardinia,  will  be  fufHcient  for  your  fon  to 
rtign  in  power  and  fplendor,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  your  daughter  according  to  her 
birth  and  merit,— I  fend  you  in  this  cabinet 
*VoL.  IV/       '  N  all 
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all  the  tokens  rajr  fifter  gave  me  cm  her 
death-bed,  and  among  the  reft  the  lafl: 
letter  Ihe  wrote,  certifying  the  birth  of  her 
fon  }  all  which  this  prefent  year  were  near 
being  loft  by  the  villany  of  pirates,  who 
flole  the  catHnet  which  contained  them; 
but  king  Poliarchus  flew  the  robbers,  and 
reftored  it  to  me  untouched.  So  you  are 
partly  indebted  to  him  for  your  fon,  and 
I  for  my  kmgdom  long  fince  defigned  for 
our  Hiempial :  no  reward  but  Argenis  can 
he  more  than  equal  to  his  merits.  Fare- 
well, and  cherifli  your  old  age  with  thefc 
blellings  which  the  gods  have  given  you.** 
—The  hoarfe  herald  was  hardly  able  to 
read  to  the  end  of  this  long  epiftle.  It 
was  followed  by  aconfiifed  murmur  among 
the  peopk;  many  were  within  hearing, 
and  thofe  farther  off  troubled  thofe  that 
heard  it  with  many  queftions.  "  The  letter 
feemed  dark  and  obfcure  to  moft  of  them. 
Mcleander  expedled  it  would  appear  fo, 
^nd  began  to  explain  it  by  a  fpeech  he  had 
prepared  for  that  purpofe.  He  recited 
the  hiftory  of  his   youth  ;    how  by  his 

father's 


THE   PHCENIX.       191 

father's  command  he  firft  married  a  daughw 
ler  of  a  prince  of  the  Brutians,  who  lived 
wth  him  fix  years  without  iflTue,  and  was 
killed  by  the  fall  of  her  horfe  againft  the 
ftump  of  a  tree  as  fhe  was  hunting ;  he 
was  then  five-and-thirty  years  old,  and  his 
father  ftill  living.  At  that  time  Juba 
reigning  in  Mauritania,  a  prince  who  wai 
»  great  friend  to  Sicily,  he  travelled  thi- 
ther with  afmall  train  to  dilpel  his  melan^ 
choly  after  the  death  of  his  wife.  King 
Juba  had  two  fifters,  the  elder  Hyanifbe 
was  married  to  Syphax,  a  man  of  great 
^owei*  and  fortune  in  Mauritahia  5  the 
other,  called  Anna,  had  a  lover  named 
Cirthus,  a  Numidian,  a  princ/bf  fo  great 
power,  that  Juba,  though  he  liked  him 
jiot,  chole  not  to  offend  him  5  that  in  the 
mean  time^he  fell  in. love  with  the  lady 
Anna,  who,  hating  Cirthus,  returned  his 
^ffeftion.  They  were  privately  married, 
and  he  by  her  advice  returned  home  to 
jaife  forces  in  Sicily,  in  order  to  oppofc 
the  Numidian ;  But  was  hindered  by  his 
father's  death  from  returning  to  Africa 
N  2        '        within 
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within  the  time  he  had  promifed.  During 
this  interval  he  heard  of  the  death  of  the 
lady  Anna  his  wife  •,  fo  thinking  no  more 
of  Mauritania,  he  afterwards  married ,  a 
Sicilian  lady,  his  uncle's  daughter,  who 
was  the  mother  of  Argenis;  **  The  reft 
my  good  fubjefts  (added  Meleander)  you 
have  heard  from  Hyanifbe's  letter^  how 
ihe  fucceeded  her  brother  Juba  in  the 
kingdom  ;  and  how  Anna  was  delivered 
of  this  my  fon.  She  hath  fent  me  infal- 
lible tokens  of  the  truth  of  this  relation 
in  a  cabinet  fealed  up,  which  I  by  the  re- 
membrance of  ^what  is  paft  know,  and 
acknowledge  to  be  a  full  confirnjation  of 
the  truth  o&  all  thefe  things.'^ 


C  H  A  P. 
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C  H  A  P.    XX. 

^h&  miptiah  of  Poliarchus  and  Jrgenis.  Ar- 
chomhrciiis  efpoufed  to  the  ahfent  Jijt^r  of 
Poliarchus.  The  epithalamhm^  written 
by  Nicopompus  on  that  occafton.  Ana- 
rejlus's  predi£iion  of  happinefs  to  them 
clL 

MELEANDER  now  turning  to 
Poliarchus, . "  By  what  name,  faid 
he,  Ihall  1  call  you^  the  greateft  of  kings  ? 
r— to  whom  we  owe  that  we  now  live, 
feign,  and  are  happy ^-^ — You  freed  m^ 
and  Argenis  from  captivity,  when  Lyco- 

genes*s  ruffians  broke  into  the  caftle. - 

You,  in  the  front  of  my  army,  led  my 
foldiers  on  to  victory  ^  you  alone  van-^ 
quiflied  my  enemies  ! — Afterwards  you 
left  Sicily,  to  my  misfortune ;  and,  how-, 
evfer  you  may  excufe  it,  to  my  fhame  !— 
Your  goodnefs  overcame  our  injuries ; 
and,  diough  wronged,  you  ftill  loved  Ar- 
.  N  3  genis  ' 
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genis  ! ^What  (hall  I  fay  of  your  other 

anions  ?— By  the  direclion  of  the  god* 
you  recovered  thefe  tokens,  by  wHich  I 
know  my  fon,  and  he  his  father.  In 
Africa^  how  hard  and  glorious  a  work  it 
was  to  conquer  Radirobanes,  the  Tois  of 
your  blood  ftiU  bears  witneis  by  the  pale- 
ncfe  of  your  countenance.-— — I  wiih  yoo 
would  make  choice  of  fome  name  that 
would  denote  your  fuperiority  and  my 

obligations; but  you  would  rather  I 

fhould  be  called  your  father-m-law.— Oh 
happy  Argenis  \  in  fo  glorious  a  marriage! 
—You  have  by  your  virtues  condemned 
the  timorous  policy  of  our  anceftors,  who 
forbade  the  Sicilian  princes  to  contrad  an 
alliance  widi  Gallia;  as  if  the  affinity  of 
fc  great  a  jn-ince  could  be  deemed  bon^ 
dag^ :— -you  have  deferved  that  we  fhould 
vnth  one  confent  annul  this  law. — But  the 
gods  have  fo  provided,  that  we  have  no 
occaiion  to  break  through  this  ordinances 
they  have  reftorcd  my  fon  to  fucceed  me 
in  Sicily,  and  my  Argeni$  ihall  havse  no 

lefs 
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fefs  inheritance  :  (he  (hall  poflefs  Sardinia 
and  Corfica,  and  without  any  breach  of 
our  laws  unite  them  to  your  Gaffia/* 

Here  Archombrotus  (as  it  was  agreed 
between  them)  aflced  leave  of  his  father 
to  fpeak. —  "  The  pofleflion  of  Sardinia 
that  I  enjoy,  faid  he,  what  is  it  but  the 
fruit  of  your  viftory  ? — You  conquered  it 
in  Africa,  I  came  only  to  the  triumph.— 
You   therefore,    my  deareft  fifter,    you 
niiFhbm  Poliarchus  now  pardons   me  for 
having  loved,    receive  this    crowfi,    and 
inftead  of  Sicily,  to  which  my  birthright 
entitles  me,  be  you  queen  of  all  the  do- 
minions that  were  under  Radirobanes !— « 
you  only  bring  that  dowry  to  your  huf- 
band  which  he,  by  the  right  of  conqueft^ 
might  have  taken  as  his  own.**— And  {o  ' 
faying,    he  placed  the  crown  upon  the 

head  of  Argcnis, Meleander  wept  fcr 

joy,  and  the  people  ihewed  their  appro- 
bation  of  this  action  by  fuch  long^  and  rc-» 
peated  acclamations,   that  for  fome  time 
nothing  could  be  heard  diftinftly.    Thca  . 
N  4  Poliarchus^ 
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Poliarchus,  who  was  powerful*  in  ek>- 
qucnce,  fo  extenuated  the  inerits  of  his 
great  aftions,  that  to  the  judicious  hearer 
he  made  them  appear  the  greater  :  he 
made  his  acknowledgments  to  Meleander 
with  fuch  refped,  toArgenis  and  Ar- 
chombrotus  with  fo  mvich  courtefy  and 
aiTcftion,  that  it  was  doubtful  whether  he 
appeared  to  more-  advantage  as  a  Warrior 
or  as  a  courtier. 

And  now,  as  they  were  all  fetting  for- 
ward to  the  temple,  the  fori  of  Nicopom- 
pus,  fcarcely  ten  years  old,  was  by  his  fe- 
ther  brought  to  Argenis,  and  fmiling  pre-- 
fented  her  with  lan  epithalamium  made  by 
his  father,  which  he  with  an  afFefted  con- 
JGdence  affirmed  to  be  written  by  himfeUv 
Meleander  called  him,  and  defired  him  to 
give  copies  to  himfelf  and  Poliarchus,  the 
boy  had  fevreral  ready  in  his  hand.  They' 
continued  queftioning  whofe  the  verfes 
were,  and  forced  him  often  to  fmile  and 
blufh  at  repeating  the  fame  'ftory.  The 
epithalamium  was  not  too  long,  as.  being 
•  '  ,  addreffed 
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addrefled  to  princes  full  of  bufinefs,  and 
therefore  it  found  the  more  willing 
readers. It  contained  only  the  fol- 
lowing lines : 

To  grace  thefe  nuptials  from  Olympus'  height 

Phoebus  appears  to  the  rapt'  Poet's  fight  x 

He  fees  at  diftancc  from  the  open'd  (ky 

A  train  of  gods  defcend  to  Sicily. 

The  Queen  of  Heav'n  adorns  the  bridal  fcene> 

Hymen  and  Cupid  are  together  feen ; 

One  lights  his  torch,  the  other  holds  hi^  dart^ 

That  gently  pierce  thro'  happy  lover's  hearts, 

Apollo  tunes  his  lyre,  the  pomp  he  leads. 

And  from  his  rofy  lips  this  fong  proceeds; 

Join  in  immortal  league  your  wilKhg  hands  f 
Ye  princes,  join  in  friendlhip's  facred  bands  ! 
From  time  nor  fate  a  diflblution  fear. 
See  golden  days  advance  ! — Hymen  is  here  !  . 
The  altar's  crown'd-— the  bridal  tapers  (hine— f 
The  Gallic  Gods  with  the  Sicilian  join !   , 
They  join  to  ratify  the  Fates  decree. 
Oh  happy  fire  I — bleft  pair  I — blcft  progeny  F-t- 
The  virgin  comes,  long  promis'd,  late  obtain'd. 
Behold,    great  king,   the  bride  for  thee  or^ 

dain'dl ^ 

Saturnia'a 
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Satumia's  dignity  and  graeefut  air^ 

Minerva's  afpcA,  Cythcrca's  hair ; 

Or  Cynthia^  when  her  hunting  robe  kid  by. 

She  dazzles  all  the  beauties  of  the  fky. 

Oh  prince,  behold  !*— but  above  form  or  face 

Survey  her  beauteous  mind,  her  virtues  trace  f 

Her  faith  long  prov'd^  (6  conftant  kept  whea 

giv'n» 
And  in  her  arms  think  thou  enjoyeft  heav'n  I— 
With  equal  pride  and  lovr  rejoices  Oie 
Thy  fparkHng  eyes  and  gcdden  locks  to  fee. 
Sometimes  her  fancy  paints  thee  to  her  fight 
l^hlning  in  arms,  prepared  for  dreadful  fight  ^ 
Sometimes  triumphant  in  returning  peace 
Thy  longing  people  and  thy  fpQuie  to  bleis. 
Such  trials  paft,  her  happinefs  (b  new^ 
£he  fears  (he  dreams,  and  fcarce  believes  it  true, 
but  fear  not,  princely  maid  ! — no  vifion  brings 
Delufive  hYi& — from  fureft  caufe  it  fprings. 
The  gods  confirm  thy  joys,  they  all  command 
Thou  to  their  favourite  chief  (hould  yicM  ihy 

hand. 
Oh  brighteft  niaid  !-^Oh  firft  of  men,  as  fir 
As  Lucifer  excels  the  meismeft  ftar  \ — 
Oh  come,  theu  facred  peace,  and  build  thy  neft, 
Make  thy  abode  in  each  defervii^  breaft  !— 
Enough  of  danger,  and  enough  delay  . 
Enhance  the  joys  of  this  aufpicious  day« 

Nor 
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Nor  great  Akides  mingled  with  the  gods, 
fill  his  long  toils,  deferv'd  the  bleft  abodes* 
Now  join  your  hands  ! — all  ftorms  and  clouds- 
are  o'er— 
The  gods  well  pleas'd  their  choiccft  bleflSngs. 

pour. 
Tho'  heroes  fates  on  the  rough  feas  are  toft^ 
Yet  virtue's  bark  is  ne'er  by  ihipwreck  loft. 

The  facrifices  were  prepared  in  the 
temple  of  Juno  Lucina,  where  the  augers 
and  the  high  priefts  ftood  ready  to  perform 
the  nuptial  ceremonies.  The  people  all 
the  way  fung  the  ufual  hymns  to  Hymen  ; 
itnd  becaufe  Argenis  had  no  mother  ta 
carry  the  torch  before  her,  that  honour 
was  conferred  upon  Timoclea.  They  in* 
voked  the  gods  who  prefided  over  the 
marriage  rites,  and  efpecially  the  guar- 
dians of  the  facred  fires  that  were  carried 
before  Argenis,  who  was  covered  with  a 
veil  during  the  ceremonies.  And  now  the 
facrifices  were  juft  ready  to  be  flain,  when 
Foliarchus,  with  an  air  full  of  majefbf 
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and  fatisfaftion,  elated  by  the  joy  of  thlf 
day,  thus  fpokc  to  Archombrotus  :  "  Jf 
you  will  believe  me,  my  brother,  it  grieves ' 
me,  that,  when  I^am  a  hufband,  you 
fhould  be  without  a  wife, — I  have  a  filler, 
about  twenty  years  of  age,  whofe  beauty 
and  difpofition  would  recommend  one  lefs 
nobly  born. — To  confirm  our  friendfhip 
and  alliance,  I  will  (if  it  be  agreeable) 
give  her  in  marriage  to  you  j  and  becaufe, 
Jby  the  laws  of  our  country,  no  part  of 
the  kingdom  can  defcend  to  a  daughter, 
her  dowry  ,lhall  be  fix  hurnlred  talents  oif 
gold." — Meleander  hearing  this  propofal, 
afked  Archombrotus  if  he  accepted  it? 
On  which  he  paufed,  not  as  doubting, 
.but  as  giving  his  father  the  power  to 
choofe  ^  wife  for  him. — Poliarchus  defired 
Argenis,  though  it  v/as  cuftomary  to  be 
filent  at  thefe  holy  rites,  to  perfuade  her 
brother  to  this  match.  Archombrotus  an- 
fwered  with  an  open  and  cheerful  coun- 
tenance,   that  he  joyfully  accepted  this 

propofaU 
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pr6polal ;  and,  embracing  Potiafckus, 
^<  Moft  noble  Sir  (faid  he)  you  have  pre- 
vented niy  wifhes.-^What  god  hath  re- 
vealed to  you  tht  fecrets  of  my  heart  ?—^ 
Let  then  thefc.ceremozues  efpoufc  her  to 
me,  though  in  her  abfence ;  you,  my 
deareft  brother,  Ihall  arifwer  for  the  fide- 
lity of  us  both'."^- Then  the  priefts 

were  commanded  to  double  the  ceremo- 
nies, which  they  did  with  all  fpeed  and 
diligence. 

In  the  mean  time  the  lacrifices  were 
flain,  the  inwards  were  offered  to  the 
gods,  and  the  augurs  told  them  all  hap- 
pinefs  was  prefaged ;,  for  one  of  the  fa- 
crifices  had  the  liver  CRcompafled  with  a 
caul  in  form  of  a  garland.  The  incenfe 
being  kindled,  the  priQces  to  be  married 
approached  the  altar,  and  there  plighted 
,  their  nuptial  faith.  Thefe  ceremonies 
being  ended,  the  train  were  returning  to 
the  palace,  when  in  the  porch  of  the 
tempfe   they  were  met   by   Ansereftus,- 

with 
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^th  a  pale  look,  full  of  prophetic  in« 
^>iracion,  for  the  gods  had  taken  pof- 
felfion  of  his  facred  breaft ;  and,  (baking 
his  reverend  head  with  divine  ardour,— 
*  Hail,  ye  kings,  faid  he !— hail,  you  the 
favourites  of  the  gods ! — you  have  been 
tried  by  various  troubles,  but  now  you 
have  proved,  in  your  perfons,  that  no- 
tliing  is  fo  precious,  fo  delightful,  as 
virtue.— — Oh  happy  old  man!  do  not 
con^lain  of  the  gods  that  they  have  ex- 
•crcifed  thy  virtues  by  contending  with  thy 
lubjefts  i  thou,  Meleander,  fhalt  yet  en- 
joy many  healthy  and  happy  years,  and 
henceforward  inothing  fhall  difturb  thy 
happinefs  3Z  home  or  abroad  &  thou  (halt 
vilit  Hyanifbe  in  Africa,  thou  fhalt  en* 
•tertain  her  in  Sicily >  Thy  old  age, 

and  the  youth  of  Archombrotus,  fliall 
flrike  all  men  with  love  and  reverence.— 
Thou,  happy  father,  Ihalt  fee  him  return 
triumphant  over  the  Brutians,  Loicanians, 

and 
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tad  the  fea-coaft  of  Epirus! — His  chil* 
dren  (hall  grow  up  in  thy  arms,  and  leave 
a  long  fuccdiion  of  princes  to  Sicily. — 
Nor  is  thy  daughter  dearer  to  thee,  that 
now  muft  depart  for  Gallia,  than  thy 
daughter-in-law  Ihall  be  that  is  to  come 
from  thence.  ■  But  you,  the  jewels 

pf  this  age,  you  Poliafchus  and  Argenis^ 
expeft  not  at  this  time  to  hear  from  me 
all  thofe  rewards  of  your  virtue  and  fide- 
lity, that  are  mod  certainly  kid  up  in 
ftore  for  you:— many  of  them  1  know 
not,  many  more  I  muft  not  reveal. — — 
The  Deftinies  conceal  a  part  of  your  fe- 
licity even  from  the  inferior  powers  and 
demi-gods,  left  they  Ihould  envy  yo\i.— 
Yet,  out  of  a  great  number  of  bleffings, 
hear  a  few  from  me.— —That  love 
which  hath  this  day  united  you  fhaU  bo 
preferved  inviolate  to  the  end  of  your 
lives ;  no  differences^  no  fati^Wy,  no  cares 
ihall  leflen  it. — ^You,  Poliarchus,  ftiall 
enlarge  the  bounds  of  your  empire ;  on 

one 
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one  ficic  the  Rhine,  on  the  other  the  ocean, 
(hall  behold  you  conqueror  5  the  ftatuc 
of  Timandra  in  the  midft  of  her  grand- 
children fhall  by  pofterity  be  miftaken  for 
that  of  Cybele,  the  mother  of  the  gods.— • 
Your  glory,  your  valour,  even  your  leafl: 
commands  fhall  be  reverenced  by  all  na- 
tions, far  and  near. — Wherever  you  go, 
fecurity  herfelf  fhall  attend  you ; 
whatfoever  you  defire,  the  gods  fhall  pre- 
vent your  prayers  and  wiflies. — And,  left 
your  felicity  fhould  fail  you  in  death,  one 
night,  after  many  long  and  happy  years, 
fhall  clofe  your  eyes  together,  and  fend 
you  to  increafe  the  number  of  the  flars. 
—Nor  doubt  of  your  fame  on  earth ;  the 
■^  genius  of  hiflory  fhall  render  that  immor- 
tal, it  fhall  be  fpread  abroad  among  all 
nations,  and  no  time,  no  power,  fhall 
ever  be  able  to  extinguifh  it.    * 

^^ 
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